
 

 

 

Definition:  

❖ The modal verb "shall" is a formal and somewhat 

traditional component of English grammar, primarily used 

to express future actions, offer suggestions, make formal 

commands, or indicate obligations.  

❖ Although its usage has declined in everyday speech, 

"shall" retains importance in formal writing and specific 

contexts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Modal Verb "Shall" 



 

 

1. Expressing Future Actions 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples: 

"I shall return your book tomorrow". 

"We shall complete the project by the end of the 

month". 

In these sentences, "shall" emphasizes the speaker’s 

intention or commitment to perform the action in the 

future.  

However, in modern English, "will" is more commonly 

used for this purpose, and "shall" is considered somewhat 

formal or old-fashioned. 

Historically, "shall" was the standard choice for 

indicating future actions, particularly with the first 

person (I, we).  

It conveys a sense of certainty or determination about 

what will happen. 



 

 

2. Making Suggestions or Proposals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In these examples, "shall" invites others to consider a 

suggested action, making it an effective tool for formal 

proposals or invitations. 

Examples: 

"Shall we go to the cinema tonight"? 

"Shall we discuss the details of the project"? 

"Shall" is used to offer suggestions or proposals, often 

in formal contexts.  

It provides a polite and somewhat formal way to 

propose actions or plans. 

 



 

 

3. Issuing Formal Commands or Instructions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples: 

"The employee shall submit the report by Friday". 

"The applicant shall provide all necessary 

documentation". 

This usage of "shall" is prevalent in legal documents, 

contracts, and regulations, where clarity and formality 

are crucial. 

In legal or formal contexts, "shall" is used to issue 

commands, instructions, or obligations.  

It denotes that something is required or mandatory. 



 

 

4. Expressing Determination or Intent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here, "shall" conveys a resolute commitment to achieving 

something. 

Examples: 

"I shall overcome all obstacles". 

"We shall achieve our goals despite the challenges". 

"Shall" can also express a strong intention or 

determination.  

This use is less common but can be found in literature or 

formal speech. 



 

 

5. Contrasts with Other Modals 

 

 

 

"Shall" vs. "Should": While "shall" indicates obligation 

or strong intention, "should" is used for advice or 

recommendations. 

 

Examples: 

"You shall attend the meeting". (Formal obligation) 

"You should attend the meeting". (Advice or 

recommendation) 

"Shall" vs. "Will": Traditionally, "shall" was used with 

the first person to indicate future actions, while "will" 

was used with the second and third persons.  

Today, "will" is used more broadly for all persons, 

making "shall" more formal and specific to certain 

contexts. 

 



 

 

 

Conclusion: 

In summary, "shall" is a modal verb with historical 

significance and specific applications in expressing future 

actions, making suggestions, issuing commands, and 

indicating obligations.  

Its usage in modern English is largely formal or traditional, 

with "will" and "should" often serving similar functions in 

everyday language. 


