
 

 

 

Definition:  

❖ The present perfect tense is used to describe actions or 

events that have relevance to the present moment.  

❖ It’s a combination of the past and the present, linking 

past actions to the present context.  

❖ Here's a detailed explanation of how it works: 

Formation / Structure: 

1. Affirmative: 

Syntax 

  

 

 

 

Examples: 

She has visited Paris. 

They have finished their homework. 

Subject + has/have + past participle 

Present Perfect Tense 



 

 

2. Negative: 

Syntax 

 

 

3. Question: 

Syntax 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples: 

Has she completed the project? 

Have they gone to the store? 

Examples: 

He has not seen that movie. 

We have not received the package. 

Has/Have + subject + past participle? 

Subject + has/have + not + past participle 



 

 

Usage 

1. Experience Up to the Present: 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Example:  

I have traveled to Japan. (The exact time is not 

specified, but the experience is relevant to the present.) 

Use the present perfect to talk about experiences or 

actions that happened at an unspecified time before 

now.  

The exact time is not important. 



 

 

2. Change Over Time: 

  

 

3. Achievements: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example: 

She has won several awards for her work. 

Example: 

My English has improved since I started taking classes. 

It is used to discuss achievements or accomplishments. 

This tense can indicate that something has changed or 
developed over a period of time. 



 

 

4. Unfinished Actions: 

 

 

5. Recent Actions with Present Relevance: 

 

 

 

 

Example: 

I have just eaten lunch. (The action is recent and affects 

the present—I'm not hungry now.) 

Example: 

They have lived here for five years. (They still live here.) 

It describes actions that have occurred recently and 
have some present impact. 

Use it to describe actions that started in the past and 
are still continuing or are relevant to the present 
moment. 



 

 

Time Expressions 

The present perfect tense is often used with specific time 

expressions such as: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Ever: I have ever seen that movie. 

❖ Never: They have never been to Canada. 

❖ Just: She has just finished her work. 

❖ Already: He has already left the office. 

❖ Yet: Have you finished your homework yet? 

❖ Recently: I have recently started a new job. 

❖ Since: We have known each other since 2010. 

❖ For: She has worked here for three years. 



 

 

Common Errors 

1. Using the Simple Past Instead: 

 

2. Confusing with Present Simple: 

 

 

Understanding the present perfect tense helps to 

convey experiences, achievements, and ongoing 

actions in a way that links the past with the present. 

Incorrect: I am working here for two years. (✘) 

Correct: I have worked here for two years. (Shows 

ongoing action from past to present.) (✔) 

Incorrect: I saw that movie last week. (✘) 

Correct: I have seen that movie. (If the exact time is not 

specified and relevance to the present is implied.) (✔) 


