
 

 

 

Definition:   

❖ An article is a word that defines a noun as specific or 

unspecific.  

❖ Articles are essential in English as they provide clarity and 

specificity to nouns.  

There are two types of articles:  

1. Definite and 

2. Indefinite. 

Types of Articles 

1. Definite Article: 

The:  This article refers to a specific noun that is already 
known to the listener or reader. 

 

 

 

 

 

Articles 

Examples: 

The dog barked loudly. (A specific dog that is known 

to both the speaker and listener) 

Please pass me the salt. (The specific salt that is on 

the table) 



 

 

2. Indefinite Articles:  

A:  This article is used before words that begin with a 
consonant sound and refers to a non–specific noun. 

 

Examples: 

An: This article is used before words that begin with a vowel 

sound and refers to a non-specific noun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples: 

I saw a bird in the garden. (Any bird, not a specific one) 

She wants to buy a car. (Any car, not a specific one) 

Examples: 

He ate an apple. (Any apple, not a specific one) 

She is reading an interesting book. (Any interesting 

book, not a specific one) 



 

 

Rules for Using Articles 

1. Definite Article (The): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use "the" when there is only one of something. 

Example: The sun is shining. 

Use "the" before superlatives and ordinal numbers. 

Example: The first person in line; the best 

movie. 

Use "the" when referring to something specific that 

both the speaker and listener know. 

Example: The teacher gave us homework. 



 

 

2. Indefinite Articles (A/An): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use "an" before words that start with a vowel 

sound. 

Example: An elephant, an hour (note that "hour" 

starts with a silent "h", making it a vowel sound). 

Use "a" before words that start with a consonant 

sound. 

Example: A cat, a university (note that 

"university" starts with a "yu" sound, which is a 

consonant sound). 



 

 

Special Cases 

1. Zero Article (No Article): 

 

 

2. Choosing Between A and An:  

 

 

The choice between "a" and "an" depends on the 

sound that follows, not necessarily the first letter of 

the word. 

Example: An honor (silent "h" makes it start with 

a vowel sound), a European country ("European" 

starts with a "yu" sound, which is a consonant 

sound). 

No article is used with most proper nouns (names of 

people, places, etc.). 

Example: Jatin is coming. (Jatin is a specific 

person, so no article is needed) 

No article is used with plural and uncountable nouns 

when talking about them in general. 

Example: Cats are independent animals. (Cats in 

general) 



 

 

Examples in Sentences 

1. Definite Article (The): 

 

2. Indefinite Articles (A/An): 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Zero Article: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The book on the table is mine. 

He is the best player on the team. 

The moon looks beautiful tonight. 

She loves cats. (Talking about cats in general) 

We need information. (Information is uncountable 

and general) 

She wants a puppy for her birthday. 

I need an umbrella because it’s raining. 

They saw a movie last night. 



 

 

Importance of Articles 

Definition:  

❖ Articles are crucial for providing clarity and specificity in 
communication.  

❖ They help distinguish between general and specific 
references, aid in understanding whether a noun is being 
introduced for the first time or referred to again, and 
ensure grammatical correctness in sentence structure. 


