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» Students will practice using past tense verbs in sentences.
* They will learn to form sentences in the past tense.

See the picture and underline the words showing
the past tense.

| Once, there lived a man who used to sell caps.
: One day, he started with his business. After some
: time, he decided to go to the next village to sell his
1 caps. In the way, he sat under a tree, put his
| luggage by his side and started to take food. After
| thathe sleptunder the treein its shade.

The Past Tense is used to express actions which have been finished before the time of speaking.
Past tense has four forms.
®© Simple Past Tense® Past Continuous Tense® Past Perfect Tense® Past Perfect Continuous Tense

Simple Past Tense: The 'simple past tense', according to the Cambridge Dictionary, is defined as “the form of a verb
usedto describe an actionthat happened before the present time and is no longer happening.

Formation of the Simple Past Tense

Positive Statements Examples
allnouns/pronouns the past tense form of the verb 1.1played.
2. We played.
3.They played.
Questions Examples
Did +all nouns/pronouns | the root form of the verb + ? 1.Did I play?
2.Didwe play?
3.Didthey play?
Negative Examples
allnouns/pronouns did+not rootformoftheverb | 1.1didnotplay.
2. Wedid not play.
‘\’{‘ 3.Theydid not play. 6
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Uses of the Simple Past Tense

We use the simple past tense:

>

To express an action which finished before the time of speaking
Example : We played a friendly match yesterday.

To express some past habits

Example : My grandfather went for a morning walk daily.

To express an action that took place over a period of time in the past.

Example:llivedin Chennaifrom 2015to 2018.

Fillin the blanks with the simple past tense form of the verbs given é]] Skills/Level
. WRITING/B2
inthe brackets.

1. I (not/eat) anything yesterday.

2. I (spend) my childhood in Bhubaneswar.

3. Ashok (apply) forthe job.

Fillin the blanks with the simple past tense of the verbs given in the brackets to complete the passage.

Neha (get) an interesting book. The book

(love) animals very much. It

(has) pictures of cows and sheep. Neha

(be) about animals. Neha
(has) pictures of cats and dogs. It
(look) at the pictures on the

first page.

Past Continuous Tense: The past continuous tense is a verb tense used to describe an action that started in the
pastand continued over a period of time.

Formation of the Past Continuous Tense

Positive Statements Examples
allnouns/pronous | was/were root form of the verb +ing 1.Iwasreading.
2.We were reading.
3.They were reading.

Questions Examples

was/were allnouns/pronouns |root form of the verb +ing+? | 1.Was he reading?
2.Weretheyreading?

Negative Examples

allnouns/pronouns | was/were + not rootformoftheverb+ing |1.lwasnotreading.
2.They were not reading.

Uses of the Past Continuous Tense

We use the past continuous tense:

> to express anactionin progress at some moment before the time of speaking
Examples:
1. | was doing my homework. 2. They were playing in the park.

> for the longer action and the simple past tense for the shorter action to express that something happened
whenanotheraction wasin progress.

Examples:
1. | was reading my books when my best friend arrived.
2.  Thephonerang when she was cooking food.
C. Fillin the blanks with the past continuous tense form of the verbs given in the brackets.

1. What you (do) atthattime?

2. She (sing)inthe party.
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The Past Perfect Tense:- Averb form used to describe a past action that happened before another past action.

Formation of the Past Perfect Tense

Positive Statements Examples
allnouns/pronouns had the past participle formoftheverb| 1. Ihadplayed.
2.  Wehadplayed.
3. Theyhadplayed.
Questions Examples
had/nouns pronouns the past participle +? 1. Hadlplayed?

2. Hadweplayed?

Negative Examples
nouns/pronouns had+not| pastparticiple form of the verb 1. Ihadnotplayed.
2.  Wehadnotplayed.

Uses of the Past Perfect Tense

The past perfect tenseis used:

> todescribe anaction that had taken before another actionin the past.
Example : The patient had died before the doctor arrived.

> with verbs like think, hope, expect, want, suppose, etc. to suggest that an expected past action did not take
place
Example : The old woman had hoped that her missing son would return someday. (but he didn’t).

D. Fillinthe blanks with the past perfect tense form of the verbs given in the -
é]] Skills/Level
brackets. WRITING/B1
1. I (meet) her somewhere before.
2 The match (start) before we reached the stadium.
3. The thief (run) away before the police arrived.
4 Thetrain (leave) the station before | arrived.

Past Perfect Continuous Tense: The past perfect continuous tense is a verb tense that describes an action that
started inthe past and continued until a specifictime in the past.

Formation of the Past Perfect Continuous Tense

Positive Statements Examples
allnouns/pronouns | had+been rootform oftheverb+ing 1. Ihad beenplaying.

2. We had been playing.

3. Theyhadbeen playing.
Questions Examples
had nouns/pronouns | been root form of the 1. Hadlbeen playing?

verb+ing+? 2. Hadyoubeenplaying?
Negatives Examples
nouns/pronouns had + not been root form of the 1. I'hadnotbeen playing.
verb +ing 2. Theyhad not been playing.
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Uses of the Past Perfect Continuous Tense
The past perfect continuous tense is used:

> to express an action which began before a definite moment in the past, and continued up to that moment
and wasstill in progress at that moment, or had recently finished.

Examples:
1. Neha had been singing for almost two hours before the concert concluded.
2. The manager had been managing the department for twenty years before he retired.

E. Fillin the blanks with the past perfect continuous form of the verbs given in the brackets.
1. The little boy (stand) at the door until a policeman arrived.
2 The students (wait) for the results until yesterday.
3. Maria (practice) the piano before her dad arrived.
4 Raj (study) hard since October.

~JRoints(c]Remember;

® The pasttense is used to express actions which have been finished.
® Post tense has four forms— Simple Past Tense, Past Continuous Tense, Past Perfect Tense, Past Perfect
Continuous Tense.
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