Determiners

]

Learning Outcomes

» Students will learn what determiners are and how they come before nouns.
» Students will practice using determiners in sentences.

§ Jleadin

Encircle the determiners.

1 The place where | live is open from all sides. It has a big area. The school in which | study is near by my house. The
: hospital that is near by my house is big. Many doctors and nurses are there in this hospital. The post office is in
: the north corner of our residential area.

Determiner

Read the following phrases:

1. abighouse 2. thiscar
3. my favourite colour 4. thetallestanimal
5. every day 6. some mistakes

Inthe above phrases, the highlighted words are all Determiners.
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Adjectives and Determiners

Look atthese two phrases:

(a) intelligentboy (b) that boy

In the first phrase, the word intelligent describes the boy. It tells us what kind of boy we are talking about. So, it is
an adjective.

In the second phrase, the word that does not describe the boy. It determines or specifies the boy. It points out a
particular boy and says : that boy. So, itis a determiner.

An adjective describes or qualifies a noun.

Adeterminer determines or specifies a noun.

An adjective describes certain qualities, quantities or number of a noun.
Adeterminer tells which one.

Kinds of Determiners

Determiners are of following kinds:

1. Articles 2. Demonstratives
3. Possessives 4, Quantifiers

5. Distributives 6. Interrogatives
1. Articles

In English, there are three articles — a, an and the. Of these a and an are indefinite articles while the is the definite
article. An article is placed before a noun. If there is an adjective before a noun, the article is placed before the
adjective.

Examples:

1. afrock alovely frock

2. aboy aclever boy

A/An

> We use a/an before countable in the singular number.
Examples:
abook apen adoll
anengine anegg anelephant

> We use a before a countable nouninthesingular number beginning with a consonant sound
Examples:
ateacher aship amountain
aEuropean auniform aone-eyed

> We use an before a countable nouninthe singular number beginning with a vowel sound
anice-cream anaeroplane anonion

The

Theis the Definite Article. We have to use it before a noun whenever we want to make it specific.

Examples:

O] the bus which we hired ® thegirlwhowontherace

® the ball which fellinto the drain ~ ©  thekingwhowonthe battle .f(%/’




The can be used both with the Countables and Uncountables.
0] The can be used with the countables both in the singular numberand the plural number

> We use the with a noun that has already been mentioned.
Examples:
1. Imetamaninthe park.
2. The man belongs to South India.
> We use the before the superlatives.
Examples:
1. Sheisthe bestgirlinthe class.
2. Heisthetallest boyin ourschool.
> We use the with acommon noun when that noun represents the whole class.
Examples:
1. The polar bearis threatened with extinction. (all polar bears)
2. The donkey is a beast of burden. (all donkeys)
> We use the with such phrases asimmediately single out or specify a person or object.
Examples:
1. the first candidate 2. thelastmoment
3. theonlyaim 4. thesame question
> We use the toreferto the thingsthatare only oneinthe world.
Examples:
1. The Sunrisesin the east.
2. The Earth moves round the Sun.
> We use the before the names of oceans, seas, rivers, desert, mountains, etc.
Examples:
the Pacific Ocean, the Red Sea, the Brahmaputra, the Sahara, the Himalayas
> We use the before trains, ships and aeroplanes.
Examples:
the Rajdhani Express, the Titanic, the Indian Airline
> We use the before well known buildings.
Examples:
The Red Fort, the Hawa Mahal
> We use the before the nationals of a country or a continent.
Examples:
TheIndians are veryreligious.
> We use the to refer to the parts of the body.

Examples:
1. He caughtthe thief by the leg.
2. He was woundedinthearm.

A. Fillin the blanks with a, an or the.

1. Heis European.

2. MrSharmais honest man.

3. Sheis suffering from headache.
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4 girlin pink frockis my sister.
5. My uncle s M.P.

6 They studyin University.

7 MrRoys sonis IAS.

2. Demonstratives : This, That, These, Those
> This and These refer to persons or things close by. This is used before singular nouns and These is used for
plural nouns.
Examples:
1. This flower blooms only in winter.
2. These flowers are beautiful.
> That and Those refer to persons or things at a distance. That is used for singular nouns and Those before
plural nouns.
Examples:
1. That house belongs to my uncle.
2. Those houses are for sale.
> This and that can be used before the uncountable.
Examples:
1. This water is not potable.
2. That food is not fit to be eaten.

B. Fill in the blanks with this, that, these or those.

1. She can'teat all of popcorn.
2. glass hereis mine, but one overthereis his.
3. books here are hers, but overthereare mine.

3. Possessives : My, Our, Your, His, Her, Its, Their
Possessives are used to show Possession.
1. Heis myfriend.

2. Sheisyouraunt.
3. Whatis her name?
4. Doyou know its value?
C. Fillin the blanks with my, your, his, her, its, our, their.
1. The Sharma's have anew car. carisblue.
2. Rajhasapetdog; nameis Tubo.
3. The boys have a tortoise. nameis Tortla.
4. Suddenly the children see an old man. It's grandfather.

4. Quantifiers : Some, Any, Much, Many, Several, A lot of, Both, All,No
Examples:

1. There were some peopleinthe museum.

Do you have any objection?

She didn’t do much progress.

He takes nointerestin his studies.
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There was little water in the jug. A P2 A




© Quantifiers tell us something about number of quantity. Quantifiers like many and several suggest
number. They are used with the countables.

many books

© Quantifiers like much and a little suggest quantity. They are used with the Uncountable.

much water

© Quantifiers like some and any can be used with both the Countables and the Uncountable.

some pens
any books

several passers by
much food

some food
anyrice

D. Fillin the blanks with some or any.

1. Thereare applesonthetable.

2. I have magazines for you.

3. Therearen't foldersin my bag.

4, I have seen nice postcardsin this shop.
E. Fillin these blanks with “much” or “many”. td Skills/Level
. 4] READING & WRITING/B1
1. Does your father drink coffee?

2. Therearen't hotelsin this city.

3. Thereare templesin Bhubaneswar.
4. He hasn'tgot money to travel around the world.
F. Fill in the blanks with few, a few, little or a little.

1. How areyou ?"' better, thanks.'

2. 'Sunidhiis fluentin English, French and German.' It's quite rare, people can speak
several foreignlanguages.'

3. This boyisn't very popularat school. He's got very friends.
They live inavery smallflat because they don’t have money.

5. Ireallyneedtosee him.I'vegota questionsto ask him.

5. Distributives: Each, Every, Either, Neither
Distributive Determiners refer to each single member of a group.

> Each is used when we talk about the members of a group individually and when we make a general
statement. Both are followed by a singular countable noun.

Examples:
1. He met each guest.
2. The minister visited every flood-affected area.
3. | agree with every word he says.
4, Each request will be considered.
> Eitheris usedto talk about two things, but usually indicates that only one of the two is involved.
Example:
1. Either of the two girls should come here.

> Neitheristhe negative of either.
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Example:

1. Neither member came to attend the meeting.
> Neitheris followed by a singular noun.

Examples:

1. Neither boy said anything.

2 Neitheransweris correct.

. ) ) R @ Skills/Level

G. Fillinthe blanks with suitable distributives. WRITING/B1

1 He watches TV day.

2 of them got majority.

3. nationis proud of its culture.

4 of you can collectthe prize.

5. girl was given a gift.

6. Interrogatives : What, When, Whose, etc.

Determiners that help to ask questions are called Interrogatives. What, which whose, how much and how many
are Interrogatives.

Whattime which book

Whose bag which pen

H. Fillin the blanks with interrogatives.
1. caristhis?

timeisit by your watch?

3. penisthis?
5. colourdoyou like the most?
4, bookisyours?

~JPoints(c]Remember;

Determiners are words which identify or specify a noun in same way.

An Adjective describes certain qualifies, quantifies or number of a noun.

A Determiner determines or specifies a noun.

Articles, Demonstratives, Possessives, Distributives qualifiers and Interrogatives are determiners.
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