Past
Continuous Tense

» Students will understand the structure and ¢ They will learn to form positive, negative,
usage of the past continuous tense. and interrogative sentences in the past
continuoustense.
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We were doing our My grandmother We were having
homework yesterday was watching T.V. our dinner together.

evening.

Past Continuous Tense

Read the following sentences.
1. Shreyawassingingasong.
2.  Wewere playing football.
3. Theyweredancingonthestage. _ L

Inthe above sentences, the verbs are in the past continuous tense.
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Use of Past Continuous Tense &

* We use the past continuous tense to talk about an action that was going on at
sometimeinthe past.

Examples:
She was drinking a glass of water.

* The past continuous tense is also used to show that an action was continuing at a
time when a new shorter action happened.

Example:
We were eating our dinner when the doorbellrang. @: Skills/Level

LISTENING/A1

A. Fillinthe blanks with the past continuous tense form of
theverbs givenin the brackets.

1. Aman abook. (read)

2.  She asong. (sing) ‘ud 3
3.  Whenshearrived, we chess. (play) < b O
4. Thebaby because he was hungry. (cry) &

5. Thetrain atavery high speed. (run)

B. Changethefollowingsentencesintothe past continuoustense.
1. Manasateanapple. <@) Skills/Level

2.  Wewaited forthelasttrain.

3. Mymothercookeddinner.

4. Rubinasangasong.

= Jroints

® We use the Past Continuous Tense to talk about an action that was going on at
some time in the past.

® The Past Continuous Tense is used to show that an action was continuing at a
time when a new shorter action happened.

® We use was/were + -ing form of the verb to form a sentence in the Past

Continuous Tense.
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5 ................................................. ") SPEAKING/A1

-

ln this activity, the students?iave togiveimaginary answers to the question-
\ What were you doing yesterday evening?
‘ Either draw or write the names of some simple objects on cards, for example, TV,
/ shoes, crayons, bread, rabbit, dog, etc. Prepare as many cards as the number of
childrenin the class.
- Putthese cardsonthetable, their faces downwards.
' Astudent comes to the table and picks a card. Let us suppose, the card gives the
| word pen. The student has to speak a sentence in the past continuous tense to
h | describe an activity that involves the use of a pen; for example,
' I was doing my homework.
or
\ | was writing a letter.
If the card shows 'TV.'the student might say:
I was watching TV.
‘ You can use the same cards again to get another set of sentences.
\ Since the simple past and the past continuous are often used together, you can
| extend this activity to get sentences like the following.
/ Iwas playing the violin when Suraj called me. .
Iwas baking cake when the guests arrived.
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