
 

Bar Graphs  

Understanding the Topic 

• A bar graph is a way of representing data using rectangular bars. 

• The length or height of each bar shows the value of the category it represents. 

How to Read a Bar Graph 

•  Each bar represents a category. 

•  The height or length of the bar represents the quantity of that category. 

•  The bars are usually drawn vertically or horizontally. 

•  The y-axis shows the values and the x-axis shows the categories. 

Steps to Draw a Bar Graph 

Step 1 – Choose a scale for the y-axis. 

Step 2 – Label the x-axis with the categories. 

Step 3 – Draw bars proportional to the data values. 

 
Benefits of Bar Graphs 

•  Easy to compare different categories. 

•  Helps in visualizing large amounts of data quickly. 

•  Useful for displaying and analyzing data. 

 



 

Let us understand with an example: 

Example: The student of primary wing of a school went to visit a zoo. Study the 
following Bar Graph and answer the given questions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  How many students went to the zoo?  

 Ans.  15 + 10 + 30 + 40 + 25 = 120. Thus 120 students visited zoo. 

2.  Which of the class has 40 students? 

 Ans. Class IV has 40 students. 

3.  How many students of class V went to the zoo? 

 Ans. 25 Students of class V went to the zoo. 

4.  How many classes had less than 40 students going to the zoo? 

 Ans. Four classes had students less than 40 going to the zoo. 

Summary Points 

•  A bar graph displays data using bars of different lengths or heights. 

•  The length of each bar corresponds to the data value. 

•  The x-axis shows categories and the y-axis shows values. 

•  Bar graphs help in comparing different categories quickly. 

•  Each bar represents one data point or category. 

•  Use bar graphs to represent data visually and easily compare quantities. 

•  Always label your axes and choose an appropriate scale. 

•  Practice drawing and interpreting bar graphs for better understanding. 

•  Bar graphs are useful for various real-life applications like sales, surveys, and 
comparison. 


