Theory of Socio-Cultural Development
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Contemporary to Jean Piaget (1896 — 1980) of
Switzerland, Lev Vygotsky (1896 — 1934) of
Russia, also gave Theory of Cognitive
Development. But this theory stresses the
fundamental role of social interaction in the
development of cognition.

Unlike Piaget's notion that children's
Development must necessarily precede their
Learning, Vygotsky argued, that Social
Interaction tends to precede (i.e. come
before) Development.

Vygotsky Piaget
Social Interaction Development Learning

Vygotsky's theory differs from that of Piaget
in following aspects -

1. Vygotsky laid more emphasis on Culture
and Social Factors affecting cognitive
development. This contradicts Piaget's view
of Universal Stages.

2. Vygotsky laid more emphasis on the role
of language in cognitive development.
According to Piaget, language depends on
the thought for its development i.e., thought
comes before language. For Vygotsky,
thought and language are initially separate
systems from the beginning of life, merging at
around three years of age, producing verbal
thought.

3. According to Vygotsky adults are an
important source of cognitive development.
Adults transmit their Cultural Tools to the
children. The tools of intellectual adaptation
vary from culture to culture.

Some Concepts of Vygotsky

More Knowledgeable Other (MKO)
Someone who has a better understanding or a
higher ability level than the learner, with
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respect to a particular task, process, or
concept. It may be a teacher, parents, an older
adult or a peer group friend.

Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD)
Some tasks can be done by the child
him/herself (According to Vygotsky —
Internalization) and some with the help and
guidance of others. Zone of Proximal
Development (ZPD) is the difference
between what a child can achieve
independently and what a child can achieve
with the guidance and help of a skilled
partner.

Zone of
Proximal Development

Skills too difficult for a
child to master on his/her
own, but that can be done

with guidance and

encouragement from a

knowledgeable person.

What
is
Known

-

For example, the child could not solve the
maze by him/herself but was able to solve it
with the help of his/her father. For this type of
particular help, Vygotsky gave a concept
known as Scaffolding.

What
is not
Known

Scaffolding (Support) — It is the Temporary
External Support given to the child during
the process of learning. When a child solves a
problem with the help and guidance of an
adult or a friend (MKO), it is known as
Scaffolding.

Vygotsky and Language

According to Vygotsky, the child uses
language not only for social communication
but also for executing self-directed
behaviours, planning and giving directions to
him/herself. Vygotsky believed that language
develops from social interactions, for
communication purposes. Vygotsky viewed
language as man’s greatest tool, a means for
communicating with the outside as well as
inside world.
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Vygotsky explained three types of language -
Social Speech - It is the External
Communication which we used to talk to
others. It starts usually at the age of two.

Inner Speech (Thinking) — It is the Covert
(hidden) Speech i.e. Thinking Silently in our
mind. It usually starts at the age of three.

Private Speech — It is the Speech Addressed
to the Self for the purpose of Self-Regulation
1.e. speaking externally to ourselves in a less
audible voice. We start it usually at the age of
seven.

For Vygotsky, thought and language are
initially two separate systems merging at
around three years of age. At this point speech

and thought become interdependent: thought
becomes verbal, speech becomes
representational.

AARB/AT AN - T8 TR I B SfEX I A
frem g 2 =9 5 9w & wemm @ @ 2
T AR W A a9 H Mg § TR BNl 8

Foll AT - 78 U AU & FERE &= & T
e ¥ (AW #H o H) ddel w TR
I 31 8 SO WX A ¥ & o § ARH
Bl 2

Ikl & AJHR ATCH § AW qd R @
TS T Bl & Sff A AW a¥ & g §
T BN WA & 3H AR § AW a9 fER
TR W A & T 21 TR A H R AW @
B H AN WG & O JEeN 39 AW & e
H B o




Theory of Moral Development 3{d% @ # Risid

- By Lawrence Kohlberg 1958

Morality is Controlling Freedom according
to rules and norms of the society.

In the beginning, the individual feels some
sort of problems in controlling freedom but
day by day he/she becomes habitual and takes
pleasure in that behaviour.

The individual is being kept in a moral
dilemma to know about morality. The
individual takes the help of moral reasoning
in the solution of moral dilemma.

Kohlberg was an American. He presented the
moral dilemma in the form of stories before
72 boys, of Chicago, of the age group
between 10 to 16 years. Boys answered as per
their moral reasoning, on the basis of which
Kohlberg made his theory.

One of the best-known stories narrated by
Kohlberg concerns a man called Heinz who
lived somewhere in Europe.

As per the story, Heinz’s wife was dying from
a particular type of cancer. Doctors said a
new drug might save her. The drug had been
discovered by a local chemist, and the Heinz
tried desperately to buy some, but the chemist
was charging ten times the money it cost to
make the drug, and this was much more than
the Heinz could afford.

Heinz could only raise half the money, even
after help from family and friends. He
explained to the chemist that his wife was
dying and asked if he could have the drug
cheaper or pay the rest of the money later.

The chemist refused, saying that he had
discovered the drug and was going to make
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money from it. The husband was desperate to
save his wife, so later that night he broke into
the chemist’s and stole the drug.

Kohlberg asked a series of questions such as:
1. Should Heinz have stolen the drug?

2. Would it change anything if Heinz did not
love his wife?

3. What if the person dying was a stranger,
would it make any difference?

4. Should the police arrest the chemist for
murder if the woman died?

On the basis of such type of stories and the
answers given by the children, Kohlberg
described that Moral Development of a child
completes in 3 Levels and 6 Stages. It is not
necessary that everyone will achieve all the
stages.

Level 1. Pre — Conventional Level
(Pre-Moral Level)

At this level, the Motivation and Control of
the child are both from Outside.

No Knowledge of the order of Society

Stage 1 —

Punishment-Obedience Orientation:-
Child thinks that avoiding punishment and
obeying elders is moral.

Stage 2 —
Instrumental relativity orientation
(Give & Take):- Child thinks that if we are

getting/achieving something against

behaviour the behaviour is moral.

any

Level II. Conventional level
Motivation from inside.
Control from outside.
In this stage, the child talks about law and
order.

Stage 3 —
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Interpersonal orientation

(Good boy/Good girl)

Child’s morality 1s based on behaving
according to the wishes of elders.

Stage 4-

Authority maintaining orientation
Social rule is Supreme and we have to obey it
at any cost/condition.

Level I11. Post-Conventional Level
(Post-Moral level)

Motivation from inside

Control from inside.

Abstract thinking is necessary for attaining
5™ and 6™ stages. Only 10 to 15% of the
people achieve these stages.

Stage 5 —

Social Contract Orientation:- Child’s
moral answer is based on the opinion of the
majority.

The Child thinks moral is that which is
accepted by the majority.

If majority likes, socials rules may be
changed.

Stage 6 —
Universal Ethical Principle

Orientation — People at this stage have
developed their own set of moral guidelines
which may or may not fit the law. A very few
people reach this stage.

Example- If a false statement saves a life of
an innocent, then the false statement is 100
times truer than the true one.

Conclusion

According to Kohlberg child’s moral
development is based on his/her moral
development stages rather than behaviour.
Criticism (by Carol Gilligan) — Kohlberg
has presented his theory on the basis of boys’
answers only, he doesn’t take girls for theory
while girls’ morality has much difference
form boys’ morality, because of much
freedom controlling ability in girls.
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Criticism by Rosen — As the subjects were
aged between 10-16 and so they have never
been married. How can they feel Hein’s
situation?

Other Criticisms —

v' All situations were hypothetical, not
real.

v' This theory is based on Western
Culture. He did not care about Indian
or other cultures.

v In fact, only first 4 stages are accepted
by all cultures.

Piaget’s Theory of  Moral
Development

In 1932, Jean Piaget in his famous book, ‘The
Moral Judgement of the Child’ explained that
there are a fixed sequence and logical pattern
in the Moral Judgements of the child. This
development is based on the sequential
changes, which are inter-related with the
intellectual development of an individual.

According to Piaget, there are two stages of
Moral Development —

1. Stage of Heteronomous Morality —
It 1s also known as Stage of Moral Realism.
Its time period is approximately from the age
of 2 to 8 years. In this state, children are
immersed in the authoritarian environment.

(Note: For understanding the characteristics
of this stage, we can compare it with
Kohlberg’s Pre-Conventional Level)

2. Stage of Autonomous Morality —
This stage starts at the age of 9 — 11. We can
compare this stage with Kohlberg’s
Conventional and Post-Conventional Levels.
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