
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 Electricity is created at a power station using large generators. These stations can use different 
sources like sunlight, wind, coal, natural gas, or water. 

 The electric current is sent through transformers to increase its voltage for efficient long-distance 
travel. 

 The electric charge moves through high-voltage transmission lines that span across the country. 
 When it reaches a substation, the voltage is reduced so that it can be sent through smaller power 

lines. 
 The electricity then travels through distribution lines to your neighborhood. Smaller transformers 

further decrease the voltage to make it safe for use in our homes, often found on poles or as big 
green boxes on the ground (called pad mount transformers). 

 It connects to your house and passes through a meter that measures the amount of electricity your 
family uses. 

 The electricity reaches the service panel in your basement or garage, where breakers or fuses protect 
the wires in your house from overloading. (Safety tip: Only let your parents or a professional operate 
the service panel, and never touch it yourself!) 

 Finally, the electricity moves through wires inside the walls to reach outlets and switches throughout 
your house. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 


