Introduction of Noun Clauses

+ A noun clause is a clause that functions as a noun in a sentence. It can act as the
subject, object, or complement of a verb, and can also function as the object of a
preposition.

4+ Noun clauses are introduced by subordinating conjunctions, such as "that,"
"whether," "if," "why," and "how." Some examples of noun clauses include:

That she is coming to the party is great news. (subject of the verb "is"

| don't know whether she will be able to make it. (object of the verb "know")

He asked if we could help him move the furniture. (object of the verb "asked")

| don't understand why she is so upset. (object of the verb "understand")

She told me how to make the recipe. (object of the verb "told" and object of the
preposition "to")
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4 Noun clauses can also be introduced by relative pronouns such as "who," "whom,"
"whose," "which," and "that." These clauses function as noun phrases within a
sentence and can be used as subjects, objects, or complements.

1. Sheis the one who won the prize. (subject of the verb "is")

2. The book that I'm reading is very interesting. (object of the verb "reading")

3. Heisthe person whom | asked for help. (object of the verb "asked")

4. The woman whose car was stolen reported it to the police. (subject of the verb
"reported")

5. The project which we completed last month was very challenging. (subject of the
verb "was"

4 Noun clauses can also be used as the complement of a linking verb, such as "be,"
"seem," or "appear."

1. The truth is that | didn't do it. (complement of the linking verb "is")

2. She seems like she's in a hurry. (complement of the linking verb "seems")

3. The problem appears to be that we don't have enough resources. (complement
of the linking verb "appears")

4+ Noun clauses can also be embedded within larger sentences as part of another
clause.

1. He said that he would be there on time. (embedded in a larger sentence)



2. | wonder whether we should take the highway or the back roads. (embedded in a

larger sentence)
3. She couldn't remember what she had done with the keys. (embedded in a larger

sentence)

+ Noun clauses are an important grammatical concept as they allow us to use complex
sentence structures and convey complex ideas in a concise manner. They are
commonly used in academic writing, formal writing, and in speech, and are an
essential component of effective communication.



