Em Dashes

4 An em dash is a punctuation mark that is longer than a hyphen and shorter than a
full stop (period). It is often used to indicate a break in thought or to set off
parenthetical statements. In some cases, it can also be used to indicate emphasis.

+¢ Here are some examples of how to use em dashes:

1. Interrupting a sentence: "She wanted to go to the park—despite the rain—but
her mother said it was too dangerous."

2. Emphasizing a point: "l told you to be here by 9 o'clock—not 9:15, not 9:30, but 9
o'clock sharp."

3. Indicating a change in thought: "She was going to buy a new car—but then she
realized she couldn't afford it."





