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Compound Sentences

Compound sentences are sentences that contain two or more independent clauses,
which are clauses that can stand alone as complete sentences. The independent
clauses in a compound sentence are usually connected by a coordinating conjunction
or a semicolon.

Here are some examples of compound sentences:

| love to read, but my brother prefers to watch TV.

She is studying for her exam, so she can't go out tonight.

He loves to play football; however, he hates to watch it on TV.
You can take the train to New York City, or you can drive.

The weather was cold, but we decided to go for a walk anyway.

In each of these examples, there are two independent clauses that could stand alone
as separate sentences. However, they are joined together to form a compound
sentence.

It's important to note that a compound sentence is different from a complex
sentence, which contains one independent clause and one or more dependent
clauses. In a complex sentence, the dependent clause cannot stand alone as a
complete sentence.

. Use a coordinating conjunction: When joining two independent clauses to form a

compound sentence, use a coordinating conjunction to indicate the relationship
between the clauses. The most common coordinating conjunctions are "and," "but,"
n nn yet," and "SO,"

or," "nor," "for,

. Use a semicolon: Another way to join two independent clauses in a compound

sentence is to use a semicolon. This can create a stronger sense of connection
between the two clauses than a coordinating conjunction.

. Use appropriate punctuation: Whether using a coordinating conjunction or a

semicolon to join independent clauses, it's important to use appropriate punctuation.
In general, use a comma before the coordinating conjunction or after the first
independent clause when using a semicolon.

. Avoid overuse: While compound sentences can be effective in adding variety and

complexity to writing, it's important to avoid overusing them. Too many compound
sentences can make writing feel choppy and disjointed.

. Consider using a compound-complex sentence: A compound-complex sentence is a

sentence that contzains two or more independent clauses and at least one



dependent clause. These sentences can be useful for conveying complex ideas and
relationships between ideas.



