CLASS VIII CHEMISTRY

SCIENCE
STATIC ELECTRICITY

STATIC ELECTRICITY

Static electricity refers to an imbalance between the electric charges in a body, specifically the
imbalance between the negative and the positive charges on a body. The imbalance in the charge is
introduced by physical means. One of the most common causes of static electricity is contact
between solid objects. It was mentioned earlier that the movement of protons is not possible and

the only movement of electric charge seen in static electricity is electrons.

Electrons in materials are held extremely loosely meaning that they can be exchanged through
simple contact like rubbing. The image below is an example of rubbing a glass rod with silk which
causes static electricity. When two objects are rubbed together to create static electricity, one
object gives up electrons and becomes more positively charged while the other material collects
electrons and becomes more negatively charged. We should keep in mind that the rules such as like

charges repel and unlike charges attract is applicable here.
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