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VISUALISING SOLID SHAPES 

MAPPING SPACE AROUND US 

 

What are Maps? 

Maps are used to locate particular places like home, school, river, etc.A map is different from 

the picture. 

Mapping Space Around Us 

How do we read maps? What can be concluded and understand while reading a map? 

What information does a map have and what it does not have? Is it any different from a 

picture? In this section, we will try to find answers to some of these questions. For example, 

how far your school is from your home? Now let’s see the distance between your home to 

school. 

 

Super market 

0.5 km 

0.5 km 

Home 

1 km 

1.5 km  

Friend’s home  

0.5 km 

1 km 2 km 
1 km 

School 

https://www.toppr.com/guides/maths/mapping-your-way/maps/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/accountancy/introduction-to-accounting/accounting-as-a-source-of-information/
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Drawing a Map 

This map is drawn by me. We use different line segment for the different segment. A 

longer line segment is drawn for longer distances and shorter line segment are drawn for a 

shorter distance. Now we draw the map with a scale, symbols and mentioning distances has 

helped to read the map easily. 

The actual distance is denoted by 1cm for 1km in the map. What can be concluded from the 

above illustrate? When we draw a picture, we attempt to represent reality as it is shown with 

all its details, where a map shows only the location of an object, in the relation of other objects. 

Conclusion 

• How far is my home from my school? 

• The distance between my home and supermarket. 

• The distance between my friend’s house and supermarket. 

• How far is my friend’s house from my school? 

• The distance between my school and supermarket. 

All above questions can be answered in two ways. The first method is we can user ruler to 

know distance on the map and multiply number with scale, for example like 5cm, in this case, 

is equal to 5km. In the second method is we can read marked distance long the tracing path 

and add them all. 

Thus we say that use of certain symbols has helped us to read the map easily. It is observed 

that the distance shown on the map is proportional to the actual distance. 

 

 

https://www.toppr.com/guides/maths/practical-geometry/construction-related-to-line-segment/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/maths/basic-geometrical-ideas/lines/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/essays/essay-on-my-best-friend/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/history/rulers-and-buildings/rulers-and-buildings-in-india/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/history/tracing-changes-through-a-thousand-years/how-tracing-changes-through-thousand-years/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/geography/maps/know-all-about-maps/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/quantitative-aptitude/ratios-and-proportions/proportionals-third-fourth-and-mean/
https://www.toppr.com/guides/maths/coordinate-geometry/distance-formula/
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Ex.1  Look at the given map of a city: 

 

Colour the map as follows: 

• Light Blue – Water Park 

• Red- fire station 

• Orange- library 

• Yellow- School 

• Light Green- Park (C.P) 

• Pink- College 

• Purple- hospital 

• Brown- hotel 

• Black- Market 

• Dark green- community centre 

• Dark blue- Police station(P.S.) 

Ans: 
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Ex.2  Draw a street route from the library to bus depot. 

Ans:  The shortest route from the library to bus depot is – 

 

Move from the library towards the north and take a right turn from the locality and go 

straight passing from the primary school, fire station and City Park. In the front of the 

lake is our bus depot. 

Ex.3 Which is further east, the city park or the market? 

Ans:  Between the market and the city park, the city park is further east. 
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Ex.4  Which is further south, the primary school or senior secondary school? 

Ans:  Between the primary school and the senior secondary school, the senior secondary 

school is further south. Thus we observe that the effective use of colours has made 

easy to find the respective locations and we can also find the path where we need to 

travel. 

 

 

https://www.toppr.com/guides/geography/india-size-and-location/size-and-location-of-india/

