Importance , Care and Protecting of Animals J

Adaptations in Animals for Protection

Animals develop various adaptations to defend themselves from predators. These
adaptations help them escape, blend in, or fight back.

1. Running Away

Some animals rely on speed to escape from predators.

Examples: Deer, mice, and zebras — Run very fast to avoid being caught.
2. Camouflage (Blending with Surroundings)

Certain animals merge with their environment to avoid detection. This is called
camouflage.

Examples:

Chameleons — Change their skin color to match their surroundings.

Zebras and tigers — Their stripes make them difficult to see in forests.

Stick insects — Resemble twigs, making them hard to spot.

3. Protective Body Coverings

Some animals have spines or shells to shield themselves.
Examples:

e Porcupines and hedgehogs — Roll into a ball when they sense danger.
e Tortoises and snails — Have hard shells to protect their bodies.

4. Playing Dead

Some animals pretend to be dead to avoid being attacked.

Examples:

Opossums and snakes — Fake death to trick predators.

5. Inflating to Look Bigger

Some animals inflate their bodies to scare away enemies.
Example:

Globefish — Expands its body to twice its normal size, making it look threatening.

6. Escape Tactics

Some animals use unique ways to escape.
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Examples:

Flying fish — Jumps out of water and spreads its fins to "fly" away from predators.
7. Fighting Back

Some animals stand their ground and fight using their horns or strength.

Examples: Rhinoceros and buffaloes — Use their horns for self-defense.

Importance of Animals

Animals play a crucial role in maintaining environmental balance. They contribute in
several ways:

Seed Dispersal

Animals help in spreading seeds by consuming fruits and excreting or spitting out the
seeds.

Some plant seeds have hooks that stick to animal fur and are transported to other
locations.

This process helps in plant reproduction and maintaining biodiversity.

Food Chain
e Herbivores depend on plants for food, and carnivores depend on herbivores.
e The removal of any species from the food chain disrupts ecological balance.

e Plants and animals are interdependent, ensuring environmental sustainability.

Care for Animals

To ensure animal well-being, we must take the following steps:
e Animals should be allowed to live in their natural habitat.

e If you have a pet, ensure regular veterinary check-ups.

e Vaccination is essential to prevent diseases.

e Avoid harming or abusing animals, including stray animals.

Protection of Animals

Humans play a significant role in the extinction and endangerment of species. Several

factors contribute to this:
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1. Extinct and Endangered Species
e Extinct species: Dinosaurs, dodo birds, mammoths, sabre-toothed cats.

e Endangered species: Amur Leopard, Sea Turtles, Sumatran Orangutans, Royal
Bengal Tiger.

Causes of endangerment include environmental changes, habitat destruction, lack of

food, and poaching.

2. Causes of Endangerment and Extinction

e Destruction of Habitat: Human activities such as deforestation, draining
wetlands, and constructing roads destroy natural habitats.

e Pollution: QOil spills, acid rain, and water contamination negatively impact aquatic
and avian species.

e Hunting and Poaching: Many animals are hunted for fur, horns, and other
valuable body parts (e.g., elephants for ivory, rhinos for horns).

3. Government Initiatives for Wildlife Protection

Establishment of National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries.

Banning of hunting and poaching with strict legal consequences.

e Launching conservation projects for tigers and one-horned rhinos.

Difference between Terrestrial and Aquatic Animals

m Terrestrial Animals Aquatic Animals

Habitat Live exclusively on land Live in water
Respiration | Use lungs to breathe Use gills or skin for respiration
. Legs, waterproof skin, Streamlined bodies, fins, webbed
Adaptations
feathers feet
Skin Type Leathery, hard, spiny Slimy, slippery, soft




