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Birds have different types of feet and claws based on their lifestyle and feeding habits.

Types of Bird Feet and Claws

Types of Birds Based on Feet and Claws

i. Perching Birds
Examples: Crow, sparrow, parrot, mynah.
Feet Structure:

e Three toes point forward.

e One toe points backward.
Purpose:

e Helps them grasp branches firmly.

e Used for perching, walking, or hopping.

ii. Climbing Birds
Examples: Woodpecker, parrot.
Feet Structure:
e Two toes point forward.
e Two toes point backward.
Purpose:
e Helps them grip tree bark securely.

e |deal for climbing trees.

iii. Flesh-eating Birds

Examples: Hawks, eagles, owls.
Feet Structure:
Strong feet with long claws (talons).

Purpose:



—

Used to capture, grasp, and kill their prey.

iv. Scratching Birds
Examples: Hen, rooster.
Feet Structure:
e Three toes in front.
e One toe at the back.
e Sharp claws.
Purpose:
e Helps them scratch and dig the ground.

e Used to search for seeds and worms.

v. Wading Birds
Examples: Cranes, herons.
Feet Structure:
e Longlegs.
e Longtoes spread out.
Purpose:
e Helps them walk through soft wetlands.
e Useful for searching for food in shallow water.
vi. Swimming Birds
Examples: Ducks, geese.
Feet Structure:
Webbing between toes.
Purpose:
e Helps them paddle in water.

e Enables smooth movement forward.
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Summary Table

Bird Type Feet Structure

Perching Birds |3 toes forward, 1 backward (Grasp branches, perching

Climbing Birds ||2 toes forward, 2 backward Climbing tree bark

Flesh-eating Birds|| Strong feet with talons Capture and kill prey

Scratching Birds ||3 toes in front, 1 at the back|| Scratch and dig for food

Wading Birds Long toes, spread out Walk in wetlands

Swimming Birds Webbed feet Paddle and swim in water

Tip for Students:

To remember the types, use this trick:

P-C-F-S-W-S (Perching, Climbing, Flesh-eating, Scratching, Wading, Swimming)




