
 

What is an Insect? 

An insect is a small animal that has a special body. To be called an insect, it must have three 

things:  

 A Three-Part Body: The body is split into three main sections. 

• Head: This is where the insect's eyes, mouth, and antennae are. 

• Thorax: This is the middle part. The legs and wings are attached here. 

• Abdomen: This is the back end of the insect. 

• Six Legs: Every single insect has exactly six legs. If it has more (like a spider) or fewer 

(like a worm), it's not an insect. 

• An Exoskeleton: Instead of having bones inside their bodies like we do, insects have a 

hard shell on the outside called an exoskeleton. It’s like they are wearing a suit of 

armor. 

Key Points & Important Terms 

• Insect: A small animal with a three-part body, six legs, and an exoskeleton. 

• Head: The front part with eyes, mouth, and antennae. 

• Thorax: The middle part where legs and wings connect. 

• Abdomen: The tail-end part of the insect. 

• Antennae: Feelers on an insect's head that help it smell, touch, and find its way. 

• Exoskeleton: The hard, outer covering that protects an insect. 

• Wings: Many, but not all, insects have wings for flying. 

Detailed Examples of Insect Types 

We can group insects in different ways. Let's look at some common groups! 

 

 

Types of Insects 



 

i. Flying Insects 

These insects use their wings to fly through the air. 

Example 1: Butterfly 

Why is it an insect? It has a head, thorax, and abdomen. It has six legs and two large 
wings attached to its thorax. 

Example 2: Bee 

 Why is it an insect? It has a fuzzy body with three parts, six legs, and two pairs of wings. 

ii. Crawling Insects 

These insects spend most of their time crawling on the ground. 

Example 1: Ant 

Why is it an insect? It has a clear head, thorax, and abdomen. You can easily count its six 
legs. 

Example 2: Beetle 

Why is it an insect? It has six legs and a three-part body. Its front wings are hard and act 
like a shell to protect the flying wings underneath. 

iii. Jumping Insects 

These insects have special, strong back legs that help them jump very far. 

Example 1: Grasshopper 

Why is it an insect? It has a long body with three parts, six legs, and very large back legs 
for jumping. 

Example 2: Cricket 

 Why is it an insect? It has six legs, a three-part body, and strong jumping legs. 

iv. Helpful vs. Harmful Insects 

We can also group insects by how they affect people. 

Helpful Insects: 

• Ladybug: Helps gardeners by eating tiny pests called aphids that hurt plants. 

• Honeybee: Helps flowers grow (pollination) and makes delicious honey for us to eat. 

Harmful Insects: 

• Mosquito: Can leave itchy bites and sometimes carry germs that make people sick. 

• Cockroach: Can carry germs and get into our food. 

Practice Problems (Let's Check Your Knowledge!) 

Problem 1: Your friend finds a small creature with 8 legs and a body that looks like it has 
two parts. Is it an insect? 

• Step 1: Think about the rules for being an insect. An insect must have six legs. 



 

• Step 2: Count the legs on your friend's creature. It has eight legs. 

• Step 3: Compare the numbers. 8 is more than 6. 

 Solution: No, it is not an insect. It is probably a spider! 

Problem 2: You see a ladybug crawling on a leaf. How can you prove it's an insect? 

• Step 1: Look closely at its body. You will see a small head, a middle part (thorax), and 

a back part (abdomen). That's three body parts. 

• Step 2: Carefully count its legs. You will see three legs on one side and three on the 

other. That's a total of six legs. 

Solution: A ladybug is an insect because it has three body parts and six legs. 

Problem 3: Sort these animals into two groups: "Flying Insects" and "Crawling Insects". 
Animals: Ant, Bee, Butterfly, Beetle 

• Step 1: Think about how each animal moves. 

• Step 2: Does it have big wings it uses all the time? A bee and a butterfly do. They go in 

the "Flying Insects" group. 

• Step 3: Does it mostly walk on the ground? An ant and a beetle do. They go in the 

"Crawling Insects" group. 

Solution: 

 Flying Insects: Bee, Butterfly 

 Crawling Insects: Ant, Beetle 

Summary of Main Concepts 

• To be an insect, an animal must have 3 body parts (head, thorax, abdomen) and 6 
legs. 

• Insects have a hard outer shell called an exoskeleton. 

• We can group insects by how they move, like flying, crawling, or jumping. 

• We can also group them by whether they are helpful (like bees) or harmful (like 
mosquitoes). 

• Remember: Spiders and worms are NOT insects! Always count the legs and body 
parts to be sure. 


