


People of different religions live in our country. They celebrate
many festivals. Festivals bring joy and happiness in our life and

convey the message of unity among people. People sing and dance

during the festivals. They prepare and share sweets.




RELIGIOUS FESTIVALS E gf

Diwali

Diwali is an important festival of Hindus. It is celebrated

twenty days after Dussehra.

This festival is celebrated to mark the return of Lord Rama to

Ayodhya after killing demon Ravana.







It is called Festival of Lights. Houses are cleaned and

decorated with lights.
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People worship the Lord Ganesh and the Goddess Laxmi at
night and light candles and diyas. They exchange sweets and burn

crackers.




ID-UI-Fitr
Eid is a festival of Muslims. It is celebrated

after a month-long fasting, called Ramzan.

People wish each other

‘Eid Mubaraq’ after they see







the moon. They go to mosque to offer prayer. Youngsters
get idi from the elders.

‘Sewalyan’ a sweet dish, specially prepared on Eid.




Christmas

Christmas is the festival of Christians.

It IS celebrated all around the
world on 25t December every year.

It is the birthday of Jesus Christ.




Christmas trees are decorated, carols and hymns are sung in
churches. Santa Claus brings gifts for children. People exchange gifts.

They enjoy the turkey and cake.
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Gurupurav (Guru Nanak Jayanti)
Gurupurav is the festival of Sikhs.
It is the birthday of Shri Guru Nanak
Devji. Gurudwaras are decorated.
People take out big processions.
Gurbani from Gurugranth

Sahib is sung.

RO OGP OO OO OO OO
’<>--<>-<>-<>-<>-o-o-o-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>

0
O

OOOOO@OOO@OOOOQOOOOOGOOO



O OO DO OO PRI OO L Op
.I- @ <>
%

&

&

] &

KOOI IO OO OO

I

|
| .
R S T T

People go to Gurudwaras to offer

prayers. Free food ‘Langar’ is given to all.




It is the festival of the people of Kerala.

It is the harvest festival. People decorate their houses

with rangoli. Boat race is the special feature of this

festival.




Dussehra
Dussehra is also a festival of
Hindus. This festival i1s

celebrated to mark the victory

of Lord Rama over the demon




Ravana. It i1s celebrated on the
tenth day of the Navaratra.
Scenes of Lord Rama’s life are

shown during Ramlilla staged

~ | for nine days during Navaratra.

On the tenth day, effigies of

Ravana, Kumbhkarana and

Meghnath are burnt.
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People throw colours on each

other. Children play with

sweet, are specially prepared.
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NATIONAL FESTIVALS
Independence Day

We celebrate our

Independence Day on
15t August every year.
On this day, India got

freedom from British.

The Prime Minister of

India hoists the National




Flag at the Red Fort, Delhi and address the nation. The national
anthem Jana Gana Mana..... I1s sung. Nation salutes the National

Flag and remember the freedom fighters.




Republic Day
We celebrate Republic Day on 26t January every year. India

became Republic on 26" January 1950.
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Republic means that the supreme power is held by the
people of India and their representatives and we have our own

Constitution to run the country. On this day, every year, there Is

a parade of armed forces at Rajpath. Folk dances are




performed by school
children and
decorated tableaus
of different states are
displayed.

The President of
India takes salute at
Rajpath near India

Gate.
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We celebrate Gandhi k-

Jayanti on

2nd October every year. It
is the birth day of
Mahatma Gandhi, the
Father of Nation. The

President of India, the

Prime Minister and other

distinguished personalities

pay homage to the Father of Nation at his Samadhi at e
| Rajghat, New Delhi.
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Fact File

» Birthday of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru, our first Prime Minister
is celebrated as Children’s Day on 14" November every year.

« Birthday of Dr. Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, the second
President of India, is celebrated as Teacher’s Day on

5th September every year.
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Things to Remember

» People of different religions live in our country. abf’g
» We celebrate many festivals together in our country.

» National festivals are celebrated by all the citizens of our

country.
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