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The Partition of British India
into the sovereign states of
. 4. India and Pakistan (with its
e '"'z;xs western and eastern wings) led
:w ., to many sudden developments.
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Thousands of lives were
shuffed out, many others
changed dramatically, cities
changed, India changed, a new
country was born, and there
was unprecedented genocidal
violence and migration.
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* “l am simply returning my father’s karz, his debt”

This is what the researcher recorded: During my visits
to the History Department Library of Punjab University,
Lahore, in the winter of 1992, the librarian, Abdul Latif,
a pious middle-aged man, would help me a lot.

& “U% q fath 3 STsaT W =@ g3 hSl Il W §
Meyskhdl @« f@id 39 TR @: # 1992 =t afdar o
gSe Iftafdel, @Rk o e faum & qwweE o
ST Shidl ATl 981 373l oldi%h W& Teh HHfTS 3Tds
ool A 9gd Heg fhdr &id o




UNDERSTANDING PARTITION [EHHTSTT &l HHSAT
POLITICS, MEMORIES, EXPERIENCES TS, FiA, 31%7a

He would go out of his way, well beyond the
call of duty, to provide me with relevant
material, meticulously keeping photocopies
requested by me ready before my arrival the
following morning.

fSar 3ok fau & S0 o1, 399 #1 eI
ST 9 {3t a9 It &= &3 ad o
IR AN qUY &1 g3 iSRGl el gog
R 9g91 o T8 g 98 shiEs 4 dUR Wd 2
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| found his attitude to my work so extraordinary that
one day | could not help asking him, “Latif Sahib, why
do you go out of your way to help me so much?” Latif
Sahib glanced at his watch, grabbed his namazi topi
and said, “l must go for namaz right now but | will
answer your question on my return.” Stepping into his
office half an hour later, he continued:

R wM o Yfq ST I8 WA R a1 ST Il o
ff T g7 & o & A =& U AR gm oS,
'TdIth IR, MU SI8d @ SAR”I 3N dg-o gid -THIS
o fdu SIMT @ W ol | 3M9eh Hald sl Seel Siel
M’ Mg W WK U IER H ied @ S=iR 9w«
AT FQI3:
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‘“Yes, your question. | ... | mean, my father
belonged to Jammu, to a small village In
Jammu district. This was a Hindu-dominated
village and Hindu ruffians of the area
massacred the hamlet’s Muslim population in
August 1947.

‘gl, AM9hI Fal H.... AU Hacd @ W aifeg
o @ o, 9 9t F = sR-¥ Wa &
a’rﬁﬁ'lsﬂﬂmﬁﬁg&ﬁ $T TEcET AT SR
3 1947 W 3alleh o f@g el A Ma =i
dHH UMM RISl AR STl
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One late afternoon, when the Hindu mob had
been at its furious worst, my father
discovered he was perhaps the only Muslim
youth of the village left alive. He had already
lost his entire family in the butchery and was
looking for ways of escaping.

T U iR =Y J9 fégsn &t die &
QA9 3194 8] YR &Y W o df W 3Tedl
% a1 9ol fe Mg A IS 9 & THAA
gfem disem & st st 59 @)1 o @
€M 6l o Y8t &1 39 Sheol3H H @l Joh
9 3T 3d 9P & U ge ®© 9|
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Remembering a kind, elderly Hindu lady, a
neighbour, he implored her to save him by
offering him shelter at her place. The lady
agreed to help father but said, ‘Son, if you hide
here, they will get both of us. This is of no use.

3R Th <Al I f8g 4<sivd &1 @l [
3R 3T YA R F YEE a1 Hi el & 9
eIl I WG Hl Tsl Al g3, AR S, ‘S,
IR U I8 fBud & at @ &1 89 I &t &t
e 7| SHE i ARl T8l s
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You follow me to the spot where they have piled
up the dead. You lie down there as if dead and |
will dump a few dead-bodies on you. Lie there
among the dead, son, as if dead through the
night and run for your life towards Sialkot at
the break of dawn tomorrow.’

49 R NS-U8 a8l Jal S@l 31 < 4 q&t oh
G ol T B qH 981 3 o9 St o Sl
IR # g0 W $3 Rl S/ Ut S IR T4
&t o o9 T@ € A2 WA R gue Ul hed &
S-S @ foarershie &t @ Sl ST
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“My father agreed to the proposal. Off they went to that
spot, father lay on the ground and the old lady dumped a
number of bodies on him. An hour or so later a group of
armed Hindu hoodlums appeared. One of them yelled,
‘Any life left in anybody?’ and the others started, with
their crude staffs and guns, to feel for any trace of life in
that heap.

g C O Pl s e | ) L o e B 1 o ) L B
Tl off| stea1 YU THiA W W@ ¢ 3R Sl uiE A S
W %3 ARl S &1 His oS W % sfEReEs f&g smsal
Sl Teh ST 98l 31 ¥l 374 4 Uh faoamn ‘fedr #
$HS H sS4 82" R T AT T G afSA SR
dgehl § 39 X H TSIl oh AR qareH ol
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Somebody shouted, ‘There is a wrist watch on
that body!” and hit my father’s fingers with the
butt of his rifle. Father used to tell us how
difficult it was for him to keep his
outstretched palm, beneath the watch he was
wearing, so utterly still.

&Iz facomr, ‘SR 39 ¥ &t &hdarg W TSI
21" SEY WEWHA Hh1 HA AR @ 3fsAl hi
3l W} AR STeATSit qarET wid o fh
TSl dlcil hells i helt sl i fadgpa famm
feam a1 Ieh forw fham givea em
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Somehow he succeeded for a few seconds until one
of them said ‘Oh, it’s only a watch. Come let us leave,
it is getting dark.’ Fortunately, for Abbaji, they left and
my father lay there in that wretchedness the whole
night, literally running for his life at the first hint of
light. He did not stop until he reached Sialkot.

fPdl e T Ghs dh 9 TAT & ¥ AN @,
qst <mEE % @ wig Wien, ‘SR, TH uSl # at @
aoll, 9t 8T &, 379 B o 21’ 3TsaTSit bl Aok
off fr 3 @l =@ T 3R W e Y A I R
o HEld 8 W Wl gae &I oM B4 & 9 guud
YT WM A & 9| faarehle wg=q a9 Teh &l
el |
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“l help you because that Hindu mai helped my father. |
am simply returning my father’s karz, his debt.”

“But | am not a Hindu,” | said. “Mine is a Sikh family, at
best a mixed HinduSikh one.”

‘A arl e T @ g Tk T feg W A W
AT H1 A HI offl H @ fath 3R stem W w@r gam
%S bl @l &l

4% e, ‘wrR # at f&g =, fow TkE @ @ < 9
g3 T fad-v« feg-fow @mkE @ g1
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“l do not know what your religion is with any surety.
You do not wear uncut hair and you are not a Muslim.
So, for me you are a Hindu and | do my little bit for you
because a Hindu mai saved my father.”

‘% S-Stk &l Sar fob 3mueRT Weied @ 82 39
oy ot & Ed 3R gHemE @t 1€ @1 @, M fau @
g feg & @ R & W Uigr-«ga 3Mush foaw &ar &
9% 4fT fe W feg ®8 3 H 3tea1 skl s=rn o’
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K/

< “For quite a few years now, | have not met a Punjabi Musalman”

The researcher’s second story is about the manager of a youth hostel in
Lahore. | had gone to the hostel looking for accommodation and had
promptly declared my citizenship. “You are Indian, so | cannot allot you a
room but | can offer you tea and a story,” said the Manager. | couldn’t have
refused such a tempting offer. “In the early 1950s | was posted at Delhi,”
the Manager began. | was all ears:

S ‘g @ e, ¥ fed geret qHeHH @ T faen”

yiterhal &1 U0 fHE AR & Th 9 gied & Ak & TR 7 @ : H
STTE ! qael | B T o1 3R 8T HA qa AUl ANThdl i SSm
®T & ot AR A wer, ‘e feger €, safaw erget # wuw at @ el
gehdl WR AUt =9 fyen Tshar g R W fopedm g1 ghar €1 gad
A i g&d W H &N h® e Ghdal ol A9sR 7 3% fean-

‘U9 % 96 o YeeTdl femd W O uifeT fioell ® g8 ot # sam @
g @I el
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“l was working as a clerk at the Pakistani
High Commission there and | had been asked
by a Lahori friend to deliver a rukka (a short
handwritten note) to his erstwhile neighbour
who now resided at Paharganj in Delhi.

§ d8f Uikt A ® Foch ol W Th
dRH W A g3 Th ol (It faedt) &
oA S &t 3G TSIl W TH Afad il I
Tl 98 HAfdd 3ehdl fSoeil o qBrgnsl 4 @
@I o1l
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One day | rode out on my bicycle towards Paharganj
and just as | crossed the cathedral at the Central
Secretariat, spotting a Sikh cyclist | asked him in
Punjabi, ‘Sardarji, the way to Paharganj, please?’

T 7 o oot uisfed dH wWIShS & 9@ Usl
S8 & A7 deca Qaefae & U 9 weliga (ST
fieeR) &1 IR far, g3t & faw aEfed 9w s
feard faan 38 dast 37 gomet ® g1, “ORr S,
TRISTSl &l UEl fwex @ 22"
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‘Are you a refugee?’ he asked.
‘No, | come from Lahore. | am Igbal Ahmed.’
‘Iigbal Ahmed ... from Lahore? Stop!’

“That ‘Stop!’ sounded like a brute order to me and |
instantly thought now P’ll be gone.

=i g1, “qu Ironet §?”
“TEf, § aeR 9 e €| H Sohdd STeHS Bl
“Thdld 3TEHS..... R 9?1 Thi, Thil”

98 “%hil" @l AN @ SEH g o  gAarE 9
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This Sikh will finish me off. But there was no
escaping the situation, so | stopped. The burly Sikh
came running to me and gave me a mighty hug.
Eyes moist, he said, ‘For quite a few years now, |
have not met a Punjabi Musalman. | have been
longing to meet one but you cannot find Punjabi-
speaking Musalmans here.’”

g fag = T & H A[M W AR HiE AW AL
o, safae o T TN 9% URI-WeH fa@ s
A IR 3T gR R A9 faam @i emel @
3U4 el “wwal @ e, § fed gSel quemE @
T faem # foe & @ W1 oo W ger YSiel
1 g b 1 1 R [ O e O s <
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* “No, no! You can never be ours”

This is the third story the researcher related: | still
vividly remember a man | met in Lahore in 1992. He
mistook me to be a Pakistani studying abroad. For
some reason he liked me.

o ‘A1, € qH St TER TS @ gha

vMeehal bl @ ST 3H YHR @ : R A«
1992 # @R # ficdt U® 3N<Ht +1 Sgd =81 W@
€ Bl 98 Todt 9 g@ fojw A wed  dmen
uife&art 9ue 431 o1l 1 feg 99 4 98 g
qHS hid o AT
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He urged me to return home after completing my
studies to serve the gaum (nation). | told him | shall
do so but, at some stage in the conversation, |
added that my citizenship happens to be Indian. All
of a sudden his tone changed, and much as he was
restraining himself, he blurted out,

9 I Uy K Wl o1 T 4o g @« o
ohiH &l feagHad &6 o fau oy die = #4
el fo & didm, A aa=id & IR & 47 S
arl fe & 9RA &1 RS § @ THsA d SUAT
deSll 95 AT AN YA AMYhl WH& Ushd-Uhd
9 3Uh e ¥ e T,




UNDERSTANDING PARTITION [EHHTSTT &l HHSAT
POLITICS, MEMORIES, EXPERIENCES TS, FiA, 31%7a

“Oh Indian! | had thought you were Pakistani.” |
tried my best to impress upon him that | always
see myself as South Asian. “No, no! You can
never be ours. Your people wiped out my entire
village in 1947, we are sworn enemies and shall
always remain so.”

“arte, fegmrl, ® @Hsm e ot Wit 21"
A7 38 guge & g & & e 7 et
3MYshl feor TfEE AFAr g, W 98 38 @I,
“a1, A€ gH St AR AE @ Wehdl gRR
1 1947 ® AU YU MA-*1-TMa Grokr T AT o
g9 g 3T ®, AR sHIm W
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+ A Momentous Marker (Partition or holocaust?)

The narratives just presented
point to the pervasive violence
that characterised Partition.

FHl St woRer Uy feu e & ST
dear o WA g2 ARl fEar @
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Several hundred thousand
people were killed and
innumerable women raped and
4 abducted. Millions were
¥, uprooted, transformed into
{ refugees in alien lands.

%3 @ Al AR T, 9 S fhat
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As they stumbled across these
‘“‘shadow lines” - the boundaries
between the two new states were
not officially known until two days
after formal independence -

g @ s=R o ‘sm @t e
(Shadow Lines, 3l AU Tl o & ool
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They were rendered homeless,
having suddenly lost all their
immovable property and most of
their movable assets, separated
from many of their relatives and
friends as well, torn asunder from
their moorings, from their houses,
fields and fortunes, from their
childhood memories.
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The survivors themselves have * s
often spoken of 1947 through other
words: “maashal-la” (martial law),
“mara-mari’ (killings), and “raula”,
or “hullar”’ (disturbance, tumult,
uproar).

931 99 S 9t 1947 &l AR &

%% T UK A HAgd wW T 1
“qEre-en”  (AIta <), Hmmﬂ”,
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‘ll||||i' i) Speaking of the killings, rape, arson,

and loot that constituted Partition,
contemporary observers and scholars
have sometimes used the expression
‘“holocaust” as well, primarily
meaning destruction or slaughter on
a mass scale.

faarsm o I gE TS, dATHR,
AN 3R o2ure &1 oI & JU
gahIee detht SR fagrl & &8 9R
“rgredg” (BllihiR) IR &I Scaid
feer 21 wfex 8 3 @ uHfew
SFHER il HAMhdl il I@ifhd T
9med 2|
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The term “holocaust” In a sense
captures the gravity of what happened
in the subcontinent in 1947, something
that the mild term “partition” hides. It
also helps to focus on why Partition,
like the Holocaust in Germany, is
remembered and referred to in our
contemporary concerns so much.

I Bedl saqal S o1 fo “favsH”,
“Sear” A1 “d.hEiH” S sl § SHoh
IR Ygq WA Rl oIl 39d JE «t
goed A wes faedl @ 6 Audd
gIciihiE &l @ IR YHhIGE GUhRl
q off faursH &1 san A9 s =i
3Tl =2

\

Wy A e ’ ‘,*'
-." }
iy e
1k g
% T s
e 1] 1%
4 \. ,, i
» m'« !
QL' L %N\ 3 N
J ot )
'A " R "

/
(",\ﬁfl \




UNDERSTANDING PARTITION [HHTSA &l JHSTAT

POLITICS, MEMORIES, EXPERIENCES SICEIIRH FcFlc"%, A

The “ethnic cleansing” that
characterised the partition of India
was carried out by self-styled
representatives of religious
communities rather than by state
agencies.

qMd faurew & daF@ it ‘%t
" g3, 98 W& fshrt &t &8l
dfesh  wiffee 9T o @WAY
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* The power of stereotypes

s &fc sfaal (Stereotype) 1 drohd

The stereotype of extra-territorial, pan-Islamic
loyalties comes fused with other highly
objectionable ideas: Muslims are cruel,
bigoted, unclean, descendants of Invaders,
while Hindus are kind, liberal, pure, children of
the invaded.

TRl wfYd N-uRdE, sfea st s =)
39 YRUN oh GU s Il Aufasyes fa=ur
e @d 21 AU &g At &l owar @ @
BACTA oh 999 @ Sidih 85 a4, SaR, S
3R 5 X g9en foan & S 99 B
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Some of these stereotypes pre-
date Partition but there is no
doubt that they were immensely
strengthened because of 1947.

gl M § s Sfaar fausH
g ot 9gd &l & dfed 1947 &t
gl 9 3= 3R 9« fien 21
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UNDERSTANDING PARTITION [HHTSE Bl HSTAT

Partition generated memories,
hatreds, stereotypes and
identities that still continue to
shape the history of people on
both sides of the border.

faure 4 wot wyfaar, gome, sfaar |
IR wgaw W &t @ fv A 3w ot N
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Stories of Partition violence are recounted by
communal groups to deepen the divide between
communities: creating in people’s minds feelings of
suspicion and distrust, consolidating the power of
communal stereotypes, creating the deeply problematic
notion that Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims are communities
with sharply defined boundaries, and fundamentally
opposed interests.

dedr o SH g2 few @1 wefEl w wusifes aqe
fafa= aqgEt o MuEt wEd &t 3R WU HE S fag
IR-9R a8l 9@ o o wed A GyE SR Sifavda
fUuR @9 & a1 3@ @ & Ty, fow, gaaum, @
TEE & S g W ®9 4 Rarfig @ i S eh
fea Th-TR & facpa faada 2
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* Why and How Did Partition Happen? (Culminating point of a long history?)
S faaem 4t aﬁtaa—@ gam (T oot sfaer™ =1 Stfaw =wor?)

e “ They emphasise that the

Y ‘ o= events of 1947  were
) intimately connected to the
long history of Hindu-Muslim
conflict throughout medieval

r»;; " & and modern times.
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Such an argument does not recognise that
the history of conflict between communities
has coexisted with a long history of sharing,
and of mutual cultural exchange. It also
does not take into account the changing
circumstances that shape people’s thinking.

cifhd I8 doh U 9/d &l IFRE@l HY Al o
fr 37 gt 4 @wsl w1 sfaer@ Ae-siw
o o sfaer™ o WY-9y 9o @l ey, a8
Ht mewygul 2 fo feg-qaanm # &8 e
o itpide ARE-IIHE W@ &1 S i SfRoT
T | fég-qfee™ srsl ol fadr st o«
®d @ g8 78l 2Eq fo @M & gEfgesRan
W Soldt giferfaal =1 3R st =l
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Some scholars see Partition
as a culmination of a
communal politics that started
developing in the opening
decades of the twentieth
century.

%o fage a€ urd € % 3w @
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They suggest that separate
electorates for Muslims, created
by the colonial government in
1909 and expanded In 1919,
crucially shaped the nature of
communal politics.

3Rl deh @ T 30l g’T 1909
¥ qEaamt o g s T ger
g9 &=, (a1 1919 ° fawRr
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This created a temptation for
politicians working within this
system to use sectarian slogans
and gather a following by
distributing favours to their own
religious groups.
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Community identities no
longer indicated simple
difference in faith and belief;
they came to mean active
opposition and hostility
between communities.

s o sfermet @ w2
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Communal identities were
consolidated by a host of other
developments in the early

twentieth century. During the
1920s and early 1930s tension
grew around a number of issues.

204l IRl oh YRfASh IR o
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Muslims were angered by
“music-before-mosque”, by the
cow protection movement, and
by the efforts of the Arya Samaj
to bring back to the Hindu fold
(shuddhi) those who had
recently converted to Islam.
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* The Lucknow Pact

The Lucknow Pact of December 1916 was an understanding
between the Congress and the Muslim League (controlled by
the UP-based “Young Party”) whereby the Congress accepted
separate electorates. The pact provided a joint political

platform for the Moderates, Radicals and the Muslim League.
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*» Arya Samaj

A North Indian Hindu reform organisation of the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, particularly
active in the Punjab, which sought to revive Vedic
learning and combine it with modern education in the
sciences.
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Music-before-mosque : The playing of music
by a religious procession outside a mosque at
the time of namaz could lead to Hindu-
Muslim violence. Orthodox Muslims saw this
as an interference Iin their peaceful
communion with God.
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Every communal riot deepened
- differences between communities,

creating disturbing memories of
violence.

Sl TS HYSae 3 8 gHIEl oh
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Partition as the outcome of a simple ™ oo " iy .
unfolding of communal tensions. "
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f Partition was a qualitatively
' different phenomenon from
earlier communal politics, and to
understand it we need to look
carefully at the events of the last
decade of British rule.
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» What is communalism?

There are many aspects to our identity. You are a girl or a boy,
all of you are young persons, you belong to a certain village,
city, district or state and speak certain languages. You are
Indians but you are also world citizens. Income levels differ
from family to family, hence all of us belong to some social
class or the other.

o Qryifrehar @ <=1 AT =72
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Most of us have a religion, and caste may play an important role
in our lives. In other words, our identities have numerous
features, they are complex. There are times, however, when
people attach greater significance to certain chosen aspects of
their identity such as religion. This in itself cannot be described
as communal.

g0 ® U 3ifushiyr &1 +is 7 +i3 ud @ AR TAR o o wufa
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Communalism refers to a politics that seeks to
unify one community around a religious identity
in hostile opposition to another community. It
seeks to define this community identity as
fundamental and fixed.
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It attempts to consolidate this identity and present it as natural
- as if people were born into the identity, as if the identities do
not evolve through history over time. In order to unify the
community, communalism suppresses distinctions within the
community and emphasises the essential unity of the
community against other communities.
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One could say communalism nurtures a politics of
hatred for an identified “other’- “Hindus” in the
case of Muslim communalism, and “Muslims” in the
case of Hindu communalism. This hatred feeds a
politics of violence.

g€ el S ghdl @ foh Tiysifashar fodt fafga “a”
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Communalism, then, is a particular kind of politicisation of
religious identity, an ideology that seeks to promote conflict
between religious communities. In the context of a multi-
religious country, the phrase “religious nationalism” can come
to acquire a similar meaning. In such a country, any attempt to
see a religious community as a nation would mean sowing the
seeds of antagonism against some other religion/s.
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‘*The provincial elections of 1937 and the Congress ministries

%1937 W YA FAd 3 w10 HAGH

In 1937, elections to the provincial legislatures
were held for the first time. Only about 10 to 12
per cent of the population enjoyed the right to
vote. The Congress did well in the elections,
| winning an absolute majority in five out of
eleven provinces and forming governments In
seven of them.
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It did badly in the constituencies
reserved for Muslims, but the Muslim
League also fared poorly, polling only
4.4 per cent of the total Muslim vote |
cast in this election.
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The League failed to win a single
1937 seat In the North West Frontier
cewemeatvieetey _ Province (NWFP) and could capture
only two out of 84 reserved
constituencies in the Punjab and
three out of 33 in Sind.
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In the United Provinces, the
Muslim League wanted to form a
joint government with the
Congress. The Congress had won
an absolute majority in the
province, so it rejected the offer
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The League assumed, of course,
that only a Muslim party could
K represent Muslim interests, and
that the Congress was essentially
! a Hindu party.
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But Jinnah’s insistence that the
League be recognised as the
‘“sole spokesman” of Muslims
could convince few at the time.
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Though popular in the United Provinces,
Bombay and Madras, social support for
the League was still fairly weak in three of
the provinces from which Pakistan was to
be carved out just ten years later -
Bengal, the NWFP and the Punjab. Even in
Sind it failed to form a government.
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It was from this point onwards that
the League doubled its efforts at
expanding its social support.

sHifei, 39 el € < 4 QS
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In the end, the secular and radical
rhetoric of the Congress merely
alarmed conservative Muslims and

the Muslim landed elite, without
winning over the Muslim masses.
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* The Muslim League

Initially floated in Dhaka in 1906, the Muslim
League was quickly taken over by the U.P.-based
Muslim elite. The party began to make demands
for autonomy for the Muslim-majority areas of
the subcontinent and/or Pakistan in the 1940s.
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+» Hindu Mahasabha

Founded in 1915, the Hindu Mahasabha was a Hindu
party that remained confined to North India. It aimed to
unite Hindu society by encouraging the Hindus to
transcend the divisions of caste and sect. It sought to
define Hindu identity in opposition to Muslim identity

o &g ds@w
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Confederation - in modern political language it
refers to a union of fairly autonomous and
sovereign states with a central government
with delimited powers
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* The name “Pakistan”

The name Pakistan or Pak-stan (from Punjab,
Afghan, Kashmir, Sind and Baluchistan) was
coined by a Punjabi Muslim student at Cambridge,
Choudhry Rehmat Ali, who, in pamphlets written in
1933 and 1935, desired a separate national status
for this new entity
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No one took Rehmat Ali seriously in the 1930s, least
of all the League and other Muslim leaders who
dismissed his idea merely as a student’s dream.
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Maulana Azad, an important Congress
leader, pointed out Iin 1937 that
members of the Congress were not
allowed to join the League, yet
Congressmen were active in the Hindu
Mahasabha- at least in the Central
Provinces (present-day Madhya
Pradesh).
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Only in December 1938 did the
Congress Working Committee declare
that Congress members could not be
members of the Mahasabha.
Incidentally, this was also the period
when the Hindu Mahasabha and the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
were gaining strength.
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+* The “Pakistan” Resolution

o “Uiiemr” &1 yEE

The Pakistan demand was formalised
gradually. On 23 March 1940, the League
moved a resolution demanding a measure of
autonomy for the Muslim majority areas of
the subcontinent. This ambiguous resolution
never mentioned partition or Pakistan.
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In fact Sikandar Hayat Khan, Punjab Premier and
leader of the Unionist Party, who had drafted the
resolution, declared in a Punjab assembly
speech on 1 March 1941 that he was opposed to
a Pakistan that would mean “Muslim Raj here
and Hindu Raj elsewhere ... If Pakistan means
unalloyed Muslim Raj in the Punjab then | will
have nothing to do with it.”
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The origins of the Pakistan demand
have also been traced back to the
Urdu poet Mohammad Iqgbal, the
writer of “Sare Jahan Se Achha
Hindustan Hamara”.
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In his presidential address to
the Muslim League in 1930,
the poet spoke of a need for a
“NorthWest Indian Muslim

state”.
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+* The suddenness of Partition
o fa9SH 1 3SEMS & STl

Many who migrated from their
homelands in 1947 thought they
would return as soon as peace
prevailed again.
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Initially even Muslim leaders did
not seriously raise the demand
for Pakistan as a sovereign state.
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The pressure of the Second World War on the
British delayed negotiations for
independence for some time. Nonetheless, it
was the massive Quit India Movement which
started in 1942, and persisted despite
intense repression, that brought the British
Raj to its knees and compelled its officials to
open a dialogue with Indian parties regarding
a possible transfer of power.
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** The Muslim League resolution of 1940

The League’s resolution of 1940 demanded:
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that geographically contiguous units are demarcated into
regions, which should be so constituted, with such
territorial readjustments as may be necessary, that the
areas in which the Muslims are numerically in a majority as
in the north-western and eastern zones of India should be
grouped to constitute “Independent States”, in which the
constituent units shall be autonomous and sovereign.
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s Post-War developments

% FGR HThH

Given the existing political situation, the League’s
first demand was quite extraordinary, for a large
section of the nationalist Muslims supported the
Congress (its delegation for these discussions was
headed by Maulana Azad), and in West Punjab
members of the Unionist Party were largely
Muslims.
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s* Unionist Party

A political party representing the interests of
landholders - Hindu, Muslim and Sikh - in the

Punjab. The party was particularly powerful
during the period 1923-47.
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» A possible alternative to Partition
s Ta9rSA &1 Tk gHIfad fahey

The Cabinet Mission
toured the country for
three months and
recommended &l loose
three-tier confederation.
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The sections or groups of
provinces would comprise
various regional units. They
would have the power to set

up intermediate-level
executives and legislatures of
their own.
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Initially all the major parties
accepted this plan. But the
agreement was short-lived
because it was based on
mutually opposed
interpretations of the plan.
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The Congress wanted that provinces be given the right
to join a group. It was not satisfied with the Mission’s
clarification that grouping would be compulsory at first,
but provinces would have the right to opt out after the
constitution had been finalised and new elections held
in accordance with it.
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Ultimately, therefore, neither the League
nor the Congress agreed to the Cabinet
Mission’s proposal. This was a most
crucial juncture, because after this
partition became more or less inevitable,
with most of the Congress leaders
agreeing to it, seeing it as tragic but
unavoidable.

39 YhR, INMfEeR ohfdde A
gEE bl A RS9, A 3 & TEl
HHEN I8 Th 9gd He<wyUi YSE o1 Hifh
sqch 915 faare ey Ul & &
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UNDERSTANDING PARTITION TS T GHSTAT

Only Mahatma Gandhi and Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan of the NWFP
continued to firmly oppose the
idea of partition.

cheldl HWelcHT el 3 Sc-qfy<aH
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s+ “A voice in the wilderness”

Mahatma Gandhi knew that his was “a voice
in the wilderness” but he nevertheless
continued to oppose the idea of Partition:

o “dige # wh IE=”

Heredr el 9Md o fe Sl feufa “diee o
T A" A4l @ cifhd e ot 9 faasE &1
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But what a tragic change we see today. | wish
the day may come again when Hindus and
Muslims will do nothing without mutual
consultation. | am day and night tormented by
the question what | can do to hasten the coming
of that day.

frq o9 29 $8 TEg TRad 2w @ ¥ fre
98 f59 3@ =ear § w9 fog iR quome St
garg oh foaar @i &M T8 w01 § fea-ua @t
M ® 5ol <1 WI g fh 39 7 &t vkl § wieal
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| appeal to the League not to regard any Indian as its enemy
... Hindus and Muslims are born of the same soil. They have
the same blood, eat the same food, drink the same water
and speak the same language.

SPEECH AT PRAYER MEETING, 7 SEPTEMBER 1946,
CWMG, VOL. 92, P.139

o @ A i @ fe 9 fedt Wt ardiE &t et9w wi A
q[...1 feg R quemH, I wh & et @ 3ua @)1 IR
T T 8, 9 Th S HisH wd ®, Th & 9E 9 @, 3R
T & S Sied 2

grefr g9t ® "iuer, 7 f9d9l 1946, ddidee I 3MT®
HEICHT MEt, ¥ 92, Y. 139
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But | am firmly convinced that the Pakistan demand
as put forward by the Muslim League is un-Islamic
and | have not hesitated to call it sinful. Islam
stands for the unity and brotherhood of mankind,
not for disrupting the oneness of the human family.

dfed 42 U favam 2 & giem <in 3 wifesm
# S # Semt & 9% @ we Roswhw ¢ sk
9 sURl UUYe §d Hed B &Y Ghid & R
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Therefore, those who want to divide India into
possible warring groups are enemies alike of Islam
and India. They may cut me to pieces but they
cannot make me subscribe to something which |
consider to be wrong.

HARIJAN, 26 SEPTEMBER 1946, CWMG, VOL. 92,
P.229

St a W B -G kT F e gwel §
§i< 31 9Ed & 9 YR 3 &, A S 39 R
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M, Ee 92, Y. 229




UNDERSTANDING PARTITION [HHTSA &l JHSTAT

POLITICS, MEMORIES, EXPERIENCES SICEIIRH FcFlc"%, A

*+ Towards Partition
% faarsH &t 3R
~ After withdrawing its support to the Cabinet
o e = o Mission plan, the Muslim League decided on
' 2= ‘“‘Direct Action” for winning its Pakistan
| { demand. It announced 16 August 1946 as
-4}y “Direct Action Day”.

":,' é shisHe fHeM ASAT 9 3191 §9ede o9y o+
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On this day, riots broke out in
Calcutta, lasting several days
and leaving several thousand
people dead. By March 1947
violence spread to many parts of
northern India.

Ul 1 Fetshdl ® IM HgH I3l
St s At % aen 3R SEW +%
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It was in March 1947 that the

Congress high command voted for

R TN W TV Y dividing the Punjab into two halves,

S BLARRUEER one with Muslim majority and the

',f ’/ :‘\\ . 8 other with Hindu/Sikh majority; and

. it asked for the application of a
similar principle to Bengal.

O 1947 § U9 8% UM d 999
%l gieem-sga R feg / faw-ga,
3 fexat A dlet & Y& W OS2
Nl HUY 7 dMA b HHA H o IGEt
fagia AN &1 gaa )
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In Bengal too a section of
bhadralok Bengali Hindus, who
wanted political power to remain
with them, began to fear the
“permanent tutelage of Muslims”
(as one of their leaders put it).

TTaEt” (37ah T Adl 4 F&l IS
e &) i AR 9 HIHT Tl
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Since they were in a numerical
minority, they felt that only a division
of the province could ensure their
political dominance.

g&T &1 gfte €9 4 am\—rﬁi 9 sdgfal
39l ol o1 fo 9id oh fausq 49 €
3T TSHIfaeh Y &1 & Tehdl 2
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+* The Withdrawal of Law and Order
¢ ShI SAGEAT <kl IR0

The bloodbath continued for
about a year from March 1947
onwards. One main reason for
this was the collapse of the
institutions of governance.

qd 1947 € dohddd €l WX
deh {EdUTd doldl Bl g9l T
SR I8 A1 foh IMEA &t TAW
fo@X ght il
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Nobody knew who could exercise
authority and power. The top leadership
of the Indian parties, barring Mahatma
Gandhi, were involved in negotiations
regarding iIindependence while many
Indian civil servants in the affected
provinces feared for their own lives and
property. The British were busy
preparing to quit India.

" frdl bl A T8t o foh w1 fohdeh
1946 & 39 TEFd-IGd FEHl & R I W Bl HElHl MEH & SeEr "R
fear ok TSI ° g9Rl ST AR Tl <l S gt aftss JAqr S=rEt & SR A
S diett § % 8 SEfe 9HIfGd
qidl o 9gd UR "R 9emEfIs 3TthEr
A4 B SH-UE o dR #H w9 o)
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Problems were compounded
because Indian soldiers and
policemen came to act as Hindus,
Muslims or Sikhs.
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 “Without a shot being fired”

This is what Moon wrote: For over twenty-four hours
riotous mobs were allowed to rage through this great
commercial city unchallenged and unchecked. The
finest bazaars were burnt to the ground without a
shot being fired to disperse the incendiaries (i.e.
those who stirred up conflict). The ...

o “ue Mt d €T Tt =

74 A4 St for@n ;24 92 9 i SUQ 99d d@ ] .
e &l 39 fagna =Eaifas I & dch-<ie qdr&l
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District Magistrate marched his (large
police) force into the city and marched it
out again without making any effective use
of it at all ...

e afvee A oA (favnea gfe®w) st &t
X A U w1 ARy A S SUET i
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> The one-man army
< HSTHT MH—Tsh 3Tohell il

The 77-year-old Gandhiji
decided to stake his all in a bid
to vindicate his lifelong principle
of non-violence, and his
conviction that people’s hearts
could be changed.

77 91 oh S WeEASH 7 2fed
% U Sfequad fagida &t T
IR Ry eremmEn iR STur 4«
FS Jd W o &M IT61 haan
g9 Jobid W 3Ny o fd <im
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In October 1946, Muslims in
East Bengal targeted Hindus.
Gandhiji visited the area,
toured the villages on foot,
and persuaded the local
Muslims to guarantee the
safety of Hindus.

A 1946 H Yol €

gawf%g'wﬁwmam
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Similarly, in other places such
as Delhi he tried to build a
spirit of mutual trust and
confidence between the two
communities.

Tl @ 39 Ml W, sS4 f&
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Gandhiji’s arrival in Delhi on 9
September 1947 to “the arrival
of the rains after a particularly
long and harsh summer”.
Dehlavi recalled in his memoir
how Muslims said to one
another: “Delhi will now be
saved”.

9 fadeX 1947 =i feoeft | TeiSH
AtTrEe § e e T TF FOF o MHA bl “ES] odsl T w3
917 &1 §HST M a1 gH il &% 9K W[ & Hel %
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On 28 November 1947, on the
occasion of Guru Nanak’s birthday,
when Gandhiji went to address a
meeting of Sikhs at Gurdwara [
Sisganj, he noticed that there was | /&
no Muslim on the Chandni Chowk &
road, the heart of old Delhi.

28 TAW 1947 F TE TIH WA @ o
a? Iﬁa’? WS EE;'“ HIETTS foeR d T 31 difsa 7a & T eIl
q fa@l &1 T 991 &l qaiftd ®@ 757 57 geer 73 @ &

™ d 3=id @ fo ot &1 fea
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Gandhiji continued to be in Delhi,
fighting the mentality of those who
wished to drive out every Muslim from
the city, seeing them as Pakistani.
When he began a fast to bring about a
change of heart, amazingly, many Hindu
and Sikh migrants fasted with him.

st ATl ol d foocl o 81 ® 3R
afel fSi 4 gHeHrEt &l BT ¥ 9l
@egd &I A @ I AT 3|7 ST
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The effect of the fast was
‘“electric”, wrote Maulana Azad.
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“ Gendering Partition (“Recovering” women)
< d2aR ® ARG (TRal & “sumsIt”)

In the last decade and a half,
historians have been examining the
experiences of ordinary people during
the Partition.
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Women were raped, abducted, sold,
often many times over, forced to settle
down to a new life with strangers in
unknown circumstances.
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Deeply traumatised by all that

they had undergone, some

began

to develop new family bonds in
their changed circumstances.
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Believing the women to be on
the wrong side of the border,
they now tore them away
from their new relatives, and
sent them back to their
earlier families or locations.

39 & i dgd G ARGl
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They did not consult the
concerned women, undermining
their right to take decisions
regarding their own lives.

fom Al o IR & thad fau s
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* What “recovering” women meant

Here is the experience of a couple, recounted by Prakash
Tandon in his Punjabi Century, an autobiographical social
history of colonial Punjab:

In one instance, a Sikh youth who had run amuck during the
Partition persuaded a massacring crowd to let him take away
a young, beautiful Muslim girl.

% Al &) “SuHeTt” ST gdod T ol
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They got married, and slowly fell in love with each other.
Gradually memories of her parents, who had been killed,
and her former life faded. They were happy together, and a
little boy was born. Soon, however, social workers and the
police, labouring assiduously to recover abducted women,
began to track down the couple.

ST S 3 IE H ol 3R UR-¥R whH @ 4 wWrR st
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They made inquiries in the Sikh’s home-district of Jalandhar; he got
scent of it and the family ran away to Calcutta. The social workers
reached Calcutta. Meanwhile, the couple’s friends tried to obtain a stay-
order from the court but the law was taking its ponderous course. From
Calcutta the couple escaped to some obscure Punjab village, hoping
that the police would fail to shadow them. But the police caught up with
them and began to question them.

3%l 39 fa@ o [E-fad IR 4 8-a18 &l 39 3R SR fiaa
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His wife was expecting again and now nearing her time.
The Sikh sent the little boy to his mother and took his
wife to a sugar-cane field. He made her as comfortable
as he could in a pit while he lay with a gun, waiting for
the police, determined not to lose her while he was
alive.

3UH! goit A @ wefedl & T2 ot 3R o =2 @1 5
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In the pit he delivered her with his own hands. The
next day she ran high fever, and in three days she
was dead. He had not dared to take her to the
hospital. He was so afraid the social workers and
the police would take her away.

39 TSe | 3l IGH AU BA W Uil i S HR)
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* Preserving “honour”
“pfgestd” il &

Scholars have also shown how ideas of
preserving community honour came into
play Iin this period of extreme physical
and psychological danger.
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This notion of honour drew upon a
conception of masculinity defined as
ownership of zan (women) and zamin
(land), a notion of considerable
antiquity in North Indian peasant
societies.

(&

seold ol I8 faarR wsi=Tl %t e @y
IAYRUN W onefid o foad |
S (31) AR SHA W Aifde@ 9 @@
gidl 21 W AR feae Ul 2 99

el QU fa=r @I R




UNDERSTANDING PARTITION [HHTSA &l JHSTAT

POLITICS, MEMORIES, EXPERIENCES SICEIIRH Eﬂ:ﬁ, A

At times, therefore, when the
men feared that “their” women
- wives, daughters, sisters -
would be violated by the
“enemy”’, they killed the women
themselves.

gHIflt &g dR <9 YeHl il I8
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The migrant refugees from this
village still commemorate the
event at a gurdwara in Delhi,
referring to the deaths as
martyrdom, not suicide.
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On 13 March every year , when their “
martyrdom” is celebrated, the incident is
recounted to an audience of men, women
and children. Women are exhorted to
remember the sacrifice and bravery of
their sisters and to cast themselves In
the same mould.

& 9 13 A &l 99 3! “IERd” W
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For the community of survivors,
the remembrance ritual helps
keep the memory alive.
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*+* Regional Variations

< &ty fafgyand

The experiences of ordinary
people we have been discussing
so far relate to the north-western
part of the subcontinent.
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The near -total displacement of
Hindus and Sikhs eastwards into India
from West Punjab and of almost all
Punjabi-speaking Muslims to Pakistan
happened in a relatively short period
of two years between 1946 and 1948.

gyl uSe 9 dekded 9t fegat
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Many Muslim families of Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and
Hyderabad in Andhra Pradesh
continued to migrate to Pakistan
through the 1950s and early 1960s,
although many chose to remain in
India.
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In Bengal the migration was
even more protracted, with
people moving across a porous
border.

I H I8 I SAISl dd 9Hd
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Furthermore, unlike the Punjab,
the exchange of population in
Bengal was not near-total.
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A common religion could not
hold East and West Pakistan
together.

SR ?, stam gt o ufywd
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There iIs, however, a huge
similarity between the Punjab
and Bengal experiences.
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** Fiction, Poetry, Films

Are you familiar with any short stories, novels, poems or
films about Partition? More often than not, Partition
literature and films represent this cataclysmic event in more
insightful ways than do the works of historians.
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They seek to understand mass suffering and pain by
focusing on an individual protagonist or small groups of
ordinary people whose destinies were shaped by a big event
over which they seemed to have no control. They record the
anguish and the ambiguities of the times, the
incomprehensible choices that many were confronted with.

3T e Wier 3R wiseal = fodt & =afeq @
B ¥ g o JIRU GHsR & K & S 2?1 ST
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They register a sense of shock and
bewilderment at the scale and magnitude of
the violence, at human debasement and
depravity. They also speak of hope and of the
ways in which people overcame adversity.

ST fear &1 o, 99 999 SR gRIm W
geh 9 N w1 9 fe@ar 21 ST 39 IWR
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Saadat Hasan Manto, a particularly gifted Urdu short-story
writer, has this to say about his work:

For a long time | refused to accept the consequences of the
revolution which was set off by the partition of the country. |
still feel the same way; but | suppose, in the end, | came to
accept this nightmarish reality without self-pity or despair.
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In the process | tried to retrieve from this manmade sea of
blood, pearls of a rare hue, by writing about the single-
minded dedication with which men had killed men, about the
remorse felt by some of them, about the tears shed by
murderers who could not understand why they still had some
human feelings left. All this and more, | put in my book, Siyah
Hashiye (Black Margins).
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Partition literature and films exist in many
languages, notably in Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi,
Sindhi, Bengali, Assamese and English.
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You may want to read writers such as Manto, Rajinder
Singh Bedi (Urdu), Intizar Husain (Urdu), Bhisham Sahni
(Hindi), Kamaleshwar (Hindi), Rahi Masoom Raza
(Hindi), Narain Bharati (Sindhi), Sant Singh Sikhon
(Punjabi), Narendranath Mitra (Bengali), Syed Waliullah
(Bengali), Lalithambika Antharjanam (Malayalam),
Amitav Ghosh (English) and Bapsi Sidhwa (English).
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Amrita Pritam, Faiz Ahmed Faiz and Dinesh Das have
written memorable poems on Partition in Punjabi, Urdu and
Bengali respectively. You may also want to see films
directed by Ritwik Ghatak (Meghe Dhaka Tara and
Subarnarekha), M.S. Sathyu (Garam Hawa), Govind Nihalani
(Tamas ), and a play, Jis Lahore Nahin Vekhya O Jamya-e-
nai (He Who Has Not Seen Lahore, Has Not Been Born)
directed by Habib Tanvir.
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* Help, Humanity, Harmony
¢ WS, HHEAl, EHEA]

Buried under the debris of the
violence and pain of Partition is an

enormous history of help,
humanity and harmony.
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The residents of Dharampur
developed the kind of faith and SISt

confidence in his humanity and BFESS et SERETRe
generosity that the Delhi Muslims ; A\t % .
and others had in Gandhiji.
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A Remembrance of 1947. Here, Singh
describes his work as “humble efforts
| made to discharge my duty as a
human being to fellow human beings”.
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He speaks most warmly of two
short visits to Karachi in 1949. Old
friends and those whom he had
helped at Dharampur spent a few ! L0\
memorable hours with him at ZFEvesiSsle
Karachi airport. B ‘
3S®l1 1949 W ==l @l 1 Uik % ; '
Ienet &1 o 9 foee fean @1 e ¢
WA @l R gHR 4 378 WS
dd Al &l HUEl TAR ASS W
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* Oral Testimonies and History
< Hifgs TaEl dAR sfae™

Oral narratives, memoirs, diaries,
family histories, first-hand written
accounts - all these help us
understand the trials and
tribulations of ordinary people
during the partition of the country.
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One of the strengths of
personal reminiscence - one
type of oral source - is that it
helps us grasp experiences
and memories in detail.




UNDERSTANDING PARTITION [HHTSA &l JHSTAT

POLITICS, MEMORIES, EXPERIENCES ST, T, e

In the case of Partition, government

reports and files as well as the

personal writings of its high-level

functionaries throw ample light on
. . negotiations between the British and
\ ~« 'the major political parties about the

Ay W\ )~ future of India or on the rehabilitation
f of refugees.
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Oral history also allows historians to
broaden the boundaries of their
discipline by rescuing from oblivion the
lived experiences of the poor and the
powerless: those of, say, Abdul Latif’s
father; the women of Thoa Khalsa;
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the refugee who retailed wheat at
wholesale prices, eking out a paltry
living by selling the gunny bags in
which the wheat came; a middle-
class Bengali widow bent double
over road-laying work in Bihar;
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a Peshawari trader who thought it was
wonderful to land a petty job in Cuttack
upon migrating to India but asked: “Where
is Cuttack, is it on the upper side of
Hindustan or the lower; we haven’t quite
heard of it before in Peshawar?”

Th UIME AR 19 9RA ST 6 & |
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Thus, moving beyond the actions of the well off
and the well known, the oral history of Partition
has succeeded in exploring the experiences of
those men and women whose existence has
hitherto been ignored, taken for granted, or
mentioned only in passing in mainstream history.
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Yet, many historians still remain
sceptical of oral history.
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Historians argue that the uniqueness
of personal experience makes
generalisation difficult : a large
picture cannot be built from such
micro-evidence, and one withess is no
withess
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They also think oral accounts are
concerned with tangential issues,
and that the small individual
experiences which remain In
memory are irrelevant to the
unfolding of larger processes of
history.
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If history has to accord presence to
the ordinary and powerless, then the
oral history of Partition is not
concerned with tangential matters.
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Different types of sources have
to be tapped for answering
different types of questions.
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