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Late in the afternoon of 10 May 1857, the
sepoys in the cantonment of Meerut
broke out in mutiny. It began in the lines
of the native infantry, spread very swiftly
to the cavalry and then to the city.
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The sepoys captured the bell of arms where
the arms and ammunition were kept and
proceeded to attack white people, and to
ransack and burn their bungalows and
property. Government buildings - the record
office, jail, court, post office, treasury, etc.
- were destroyed and plundered.
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The sepoys arrived at the gates of the
Red Fort early in the morning on 11 May.
It was the month of Ramzan, the Muslim
holy month of prayer and fasting.
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The old Mughal emperor, Bahadur Shah,
had just finished his prayers and meal
before the sun rose and the fast began.
He heard the commotion at the gates.
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The sepoys who had gathered under
his window told him: “We have come
from Meerut after killing all the
Englishmen there, because they
asked us to bite bullets that were
coated with the fat of cows and pigs
with our teeth. This has corrupted the
faith of Hindus and Muslims alike.”
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Firangi, a term of Persian origin, possibly
derived from Frank (from which France
gets its name), is used in Urdu and Hindi,
often in a derogatory sense, to designate
foreigners.
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s Pattern of the Rebellion (How the mutinies began)
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The sepoys began their action with a
signal: in many places it was the
firing of the evening gun or the
sounding of the bugle. They first
seized the bell of arms and plundered
the treasury.
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When ordinary people began joining
the revolt, the targets of attack
widened.
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The mutiny in the sepoy ranks quickly
became a rebellion.
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The British had no answer to the
actions of the rebels.
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ﬁhe same thing is true for vegetables and
saag (spinach). People have been found to
complain that even kaddu (pumpkin) and
baingan (brinjal) cannot be found in the
bazaars.

J& Bled Gfssal 3R 9 (Uiess) o o
21 o 39 od R Remd s @ © f*
SR B ®g 3R §TH a% el fherd | /




REBELS AND THE RA] fagigl o1t U=

THE REVOLT OF 1857 AND ITS 1857 &1 3icleq 3K 3Uah SAAM
REPRESENTATIONS

ﬁtatoes and arvi (yam) when available are of
stale and rotten variety, stored from before by
farsighted kunjras (vegetable growers). From
the gardens inside the city some produce does
reach a few places but the poor and the

middle class can only lick their lips and watch
them (as they are earmarked for the select).
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ﬂ here is something else that needs attention

which is causing a lot of damage to the people
which is that the water-carriers have stopped
filling water. Poor Shurfas (gentility) are seen
carrying water in pails on their shoulders and
only then the necessary household tasks such
as cooking, etc. can take place.
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ﬁ halalkhors (righteous) have become
haramkhors (corrupt), many mohallas have not
been able to earn for several days and if this
situation continues then decay, death and
disease will combine together to spoil the
city’s air and an epidemic will spread all over

the city and even to areas adjacent and
around.
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+» Lines of communication
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It is clear that there was
communication between the sepoy
lines of various cantonments.
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Sepoys or their emissaries moved
from one station to another.
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The pattern of the mutinies and the
pieces of evidence that suggest some
sort of planning and coordination
raise certain crucial questions. How
were the plans made? Who were the
planners?
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It is difficult on the basis of the
available documents to provide direct
answers to such questions. But one
incident provides clues as to how the
mutinies came to be so organised.

USRI WA % SMUR W ol &
Wig-did Sare 3 wisd 21 fre o, ©
el 39 R H o U wie odt © T
g fagie sa gimfsa 68 9




REBELS AND THE RA] fasisl 11X U=

THE REVOLT OF 1857 AND ITS 1857 &1 3iielei 3 SUah AT&AM
REPRESENTATIONS

The Military Police refused to do either,

and it was decided that the matter would

sommm— be settled by a panchayat composed of
native officers drawn from each regiment.

faferdt gfea 4 <Ml <ol @S w1
A4 g8 99 foar ™1 f 39 AWd &l A
HH S fau & e h WM THAU Hi
Tsh Y9Ed el Su

The sepoys were the makers of their own
rebellion.
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/ +» Sisten and the tahsildar

In the context of the communication of the message
of revolt and mutiny, the experience of Francois
Sisten, a native Christian police inspector in Sitapur,
is telling. He had gone to Saharanpur to pay his
respects to the magistrate.
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@ten was dressed in Indian clothes and

sitting cross-legged. A Muslim tahsildar from
Bijnor entered the room; upon learning that
Sisten was from Awadh, he enquired, “What
news from Awadh? How does the work
progress, brother?”
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@ying safe, Sisten replied, “If we have work in

Awadh, your highness will know it.” The tahsildar
said, “Depend upon it, we will succeed this time.
The direction of the business is in able hands.” The
tahsildar was later identified as the principal rebel
leader of Bijnor.
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Leaders and followers
% Jar 3R I

One of the first acts of the sepoys of
Meerut, as we saw, was to rush to Delhi
and appeal to the old Mughal emperor
to accept the leadership of the revolt.
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This acceptance of leadership took its
time in coming. Bahadur Shah’s first

reaction was one of horror and
rejection.
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In Kanpur, the sepoys and the people
of the town gave Nana Sahib, the
successor to Peshwa Baji Rao Il, no
choice save to join the revolt as their
leader. In Jhansi, the rani was forced
by the popular pressure around her to
assume the leadership of the uprising.
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Not everywhere were the leaders people
of the court - ranis, rajas, nawabs and
talugdars. Often the message of rebellion
was carried by ordinary men and women
and in places by religious men too.
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/ < Two rebels of 1857 (Shah Mal)

Shah Mal lived in a large village in pargana Barout
in Uttar Pradesh. He belonged to a clan of Jat
cultivators whose kinship ties extended over
chaurasee des (eighty-four villages). The lands in
the region were irrigated and fertile, with rich dark
loam soil.
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mny of the villagers were prosperous and saw the

British land revenue system as oppressive: the
revenue demand was high and its collection
inflexible. Consequently cultivators were losing land
to outsiders, to traders and moneylenders who were
coming into the area.
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@h Mal mobilised the headmen and cultivators of
chaurasee des, moving at night from village to
village, urging people to rebel against the British.
As in many other places, the revolt against the
British turned into a general rebellion against all
signs of oppression and injustice.
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ﬂltivators left their fields and plundered the houses of
mohneylenders and traders. Displaced proprietors took possession
of the lands they had lost. Shah Mal’s men attacked government
buildings, destroyed the bridge over the river, and dug up
metalled roads - partly to prevent government forces from
coming into the area, and partly because bridges and roads were
seen as symbols of British rule.
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ﬁhey sent supplies to the sepoys who had mutinied in Delhi

and stopped all official communication between British
headquarters and Meerut. Locally acknowledged as the
Raja, Shah Mal took over the bungalow of an English
officer, turned it into a “hall of justice”, settling disputes
and dispensing judgments.
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He also set up an amazingly effective
network of intelligence. For a period the
people of the area felt that firangi raj was
over, and their raj had come. Shah Mal was
killed in battle in July 1857
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/ < Maulvi Ahmadullah Shah
et

aulvi Ahmadullah Shah was one of the many maulvis
who played an important part in the revolt of 1857.
Educated in Hyderabad, he became a preacher when
young. In 1856, he was seen moving from village to
village preaching jehad (religious war) against the British
and urging people to rebel.
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ﬁmoved in a palanquin, with drumbeaters in front and

followers at the rear. He was therefore popularly called
Danka Shah - the maulvi with the drum (danka). British
officials panicked as thousands began following the
maulvi and many Muslims began seeing him as an
inspired prophet.
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mhen he reached Lucknow in 1856, he was
stopped by the police from preaching in the city.
Subsequently, in 1857, he was jailed in Faizabad.
When released, he was elected by the mutinous
22nd Native Infantry as their leader.
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ﬁfought in the famous Battle of Chinhat in which the
British forces under Henry Lawrence were defeated. He
came to be known for his courage and power. Many people in
fact believed that he was invincible, had magical powers, and
could not be killed by the British. It was this belief that partly
formed the basis of his authority.
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** Rumours and prophecies

< pae R Afaearforar

T —— Rumours and prophecies played a part
L~ in moving people to action.
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The British tried to explain to the
sepoys that this was not the case but
the rumour that the new cartridges
were greased with the fat of cows and
pigs spread like wildfire across the
sepoy lines of North India
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This is one rumour whose origin can be
traced. Captain Wright, commandant of
the Rifle Instruction Depot, reported
that in the third week of January 1857 a
‘“low-caste” khalasi who worked in the
magazine in Dum Dum had asked a
Brahmin sepoy for a drink of water from
his lota.
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The sepoy had refused saying that the
“lower caste’s” touch would defile the
lota. The khalasi had reportedly retorted,
“You will soon lose your caste, as ere long
you will have to bite cartridges covered
with the fat of cows and pigs.”
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— T We do not know the veracity of the report,

but once this rumour started no amount
of assurances from British officers could
stop its circulation and the fear it spread
among the sepoys
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This was not the only rumour that was
circulating in North India at the beginning
of 1857. There was the rumour that the
British government had hatched a
gigantic conspiracy to destroy the caste
and religion of Hindus and Muslims.

1857 ohl T[T dh S ARd H I&I THh
Ahdie el ol I8 3hare W < W oft
%aﬁﬁwﬁﬁgﬁaﬁ?g&maﬁ
sifd 3t od & % ®W@ & fau =
T Gifsel ©& ot 2|
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To this end, the rumours said, the British
had mixed the bone dust of cows and pigs
into the flour that was sold in the market.

Ihare ha arell w1 el o1 T 3l
Ahds i sMf9d & o fau fuswt =
TR # fuem arat e # MH SR gsr
@1 sfgsat =1 9u faean fan 2
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There was fear and suspicion that
the British wanted to convert
Indians to Christianity.

I’ W IH AWM HT 99 3R I
a1 g3 o1 foh U= fegeafar i
2UIE 9MT 98d B
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* Why did people believe in the rumours?

% ST 3Tharel H favarg «= #X ®W 97?

The rumours in 1857 begin to make
sense when seen in the context of the
policies the British pursued from the
late 1820s.

3R 1857 <! S 3Thdlsl &l 1820 oh
< U AUST g 3TuArR S Wi Htfaar
& Hed d <@ JU df 39T Hddd SHIST
YT @ GHSAT ST Gehdl Bl
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Under the leadership of Governor
General Lord William Bentinck, the
British adopted policies aimed at
“reforming” Indian society by
introducing Western education, Western
ideas and Western institutions.

T S d <ie fafeaaw dfcsw o Aqc
7 I wwy 9 fafesr @Rty
% Sl 9RdE N &l “gura” o
fot @ at® st Hifdar @ w2 W it
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With the cooperation of sections of
Indian society they set up English-
medium schools, colleges and
universities which taught Western
sciences and the liberal arts. The British
established laws to abolish customs like
sati (1829) and to permit the remarriage
of Hindu widows.

TRA 9HN oh S deashl @l Fe&dr d
381 Ul WiLAH o Thdl, ShiaiS

fovafaae wnfua fer o o ufy=
fag 3R 3SR Fanstt (Liberal Arts) o5
R # Y™l Sl oml AUsl A Gdl gen
%l A ®E (1829) AR feg fawmn
foare @t duar 37 o fau sk sAE 2
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The British introduced their own system
of administration, their own laws and
their own methods of land settlement
and land revenue collection. The
cumulative impact of all this on the
people of North India was profound.

ohid, qfH faal o f9erR =t 31Ut
Ugfd M ST Sgell i T e
Al &Y 3d &l ST 9RA & M W A
94 HRARAI &1 T8 EL g3
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4esident was the designation of a
representative of the Governor General who
lived in a state which was not under direct
British rule.

HTee Ma R SFd o qfafafa &l sl Sl
ol 34 Y TH ® o fen Smar enm s
AU o YUl IMYA b 3Taiid A8l ol /
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Subsidiary Alliance (98&& 9iY)

 Subsidiary Alliance was a system
devised by Lord Wellesley in 1798.
All those who entered into such an
alliance with the British had to
accept certain terms and conditions:

‘¢ e dfY die dowal gl 1798 H
IR &1 T T ogaEr ot U h
qig I8 9fY & 9l il e 3@
AHEAT ggdl ¢l J9e
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» The British would be responsible for
protecting their ally from external
and internal threats to their power.

> AU R ATl &l 9l 3R

i gAIfaal & T&mW HI;

> In the territory of the ally, a British
armed contingent would be
stationed.

> At ua % qad § uww fafew
dfTh Zhel daa W@,
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» The ally would have to provide the
resources for maintaining this
contingent.

> Al & st 39 Thel oh W-@ME &l

AT h{AT sI; da

» The ally could enter into agreements
with other rulers or engage in warfare
only with the permission of the British.

> Weaiit 9y 9 qf fedl IR IHe o |y
g Y Fehm SR A & Us &t
arqdfa & fomr fedt 95 o fewm <
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+» Awadh in Revolt (“A cherry that will drop into our
mouth one day”)

% 39y o fagie (“3 AT %dl (Cherry) T& f&A
TR ¥ q7 # s firvm”)

In 1851 Governor General Lord Dalhousie
described the kingdom of Awadh as “a
cherry that will drop into our mouth one
day”. Five years later, in 1856, the kingdom
was formally annexed to the British Empire

1851 B T SLal <lie Solelsil 4 31y &l
faa o R ° el o1 fo Y9 e wa
T f57 suR € g8 # e fiiom” uiw 9«
a9, 1856 ® 39 f@MQ =i Siu=iiie &9 @
fafest =T &1 317 wifva & <2 @
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By the terms of this alliance the Nawab
had to disband his military force, allow
the British to position their troops
within the kingdom, and act In
accordance with the advice of the
British Resident who was now to be
attached to the court.

39 Gy # 3d eoff ff 99 SrUHl 9l
TH R 2, fama o U Iwfeal &t
At w1 g ? SR ER ® HiSR
fafesr TS &t Gare W &H w1
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In the meantime the British became
- increasingly interested in acquiring the
@*‘” = ) territory of Awadh. They felt that the soil
| s there was good for producing indigo and
cotton, and the region was ideally located
to be developed into the principal market
of Upper India.

39Y W ohesl B AUl &t fSe=edt dadl
ST WP Afl 38 oAl o1 foh 9@l &l S|
fie R ®UE &1 @dl o faU qwig @
S 39 TRk ®l A0 WRA o TE WS
ISR oh 9 | faefad fRan S gehar 2l
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% “The life was gone out of the body”

"3 9 A 1 gnl 4"

Lord Dalhousie’s annexations created
disaffection in all the areas and
principalities that were annexed but
nowhere more so than in the kingdom of
Awadh in the heart of North India.

die saelsl g feu wu @ erfemrew @
qu soreht 3R famgal & weU SHaiy e
Afeh g1 e wEl T o ST W 9Rd
%! IME e M dlc 3Gy & fFwEd ° ol
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BRITISH INDIA - -
places vsied by The widespread sense of grief and

Rudyard Kipling

loss at the Nawab’s exile was
recorded by many contemporary
AP observers.

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

ae & freea @ 99 gu @ 3
AMMHF h s AUsh M8 hl 39
Tua o 9gd 4R Jerhl 1 IS fhar 2

[] BRITISH PROVINCES
[] PRINCELY STATES
[]1 OTHER COUNTRIES

o100 200 3
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One of them wrote: “The life was gone out of
the body, and the body of this town had been
left lifeless ... there was no street or market
and house which did not wail out the cry of
agony in separation of Jan-i-Alam.” One folk
song bemoaned that “the honourable
English came and took the country” (Angrez
Bahadur ain, mulk lai linho ).

Th A fo@r o : “]@ ° S OST gt ol
@ Hl ST o9 ofl...l HI3 GSh, iz
AR S SR THT 7 o1 SEl 9 SF-U-3AeH
9 fowegd W faam =1 wIR T I« @I "
Th oieh Tid H 39 &d W I Fad fowan
T b ¥ STRS 81X 38, Hooh ol wil-ail”
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/ ‘*The Nawab has left
Another song mourned the plight of the ruler who had to

leave his motherland:

Noble and peasant all wept together
and all the world wept and wailed
Alas! The chief has bidden adieu to
his country and gone abroad.

< T Gred W g @
T 3R Tia A @ IEe &1 eI W faam fe@m S w@n
2 o a=eRa vt agygi stet wsl
afasma 3R foam, oo @ © 9
3R 9 e Var-Faearar e

B! WH-T-3W 39 9 fas1 a8y 9t Y 2 /
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** Firangi raj and the end of a world

< fRUit TS &1 3T 3w i 1 @i

A chain of grievances in Awadh linked prince,
taluqdar, peasant and sepoy. In different ways
they came to identify firangi raj with the end of
their world - the breakdown of things they
valued, respected and held dear.

aaaﬁ'ﬁfwwaﬁﬁmaﬁ'ﬁuwﬁ
dleeiohal, famt iR faufeal = Th-gR @
Sie f<ar on 3 g9t ROt U9 o 3P ol
&
%

-

fafa=1 1t 4 wh gfan &t 9= o €9
dEd o ¥l 9 dis faew Wi oot s«
fau sgqea of, fSAest 4 =R & o)
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The annexation displaced not just the
Nawab. It also dispossessed the taluqdars of
the region. The countryside of Awadh was
dotted with the estates and forts of taluqdars
who for many generations had controlled
land and power in the countryside.

39y oh AU 9 fath & &1 &1 € &l
fefl offl 3u? 3Solieh oh dieciohall &l i
AR HE far on 3@y &% §Yd [|@ H
dleciohaRl oht WM SR foret faer g 21 9
i difea @ 3R soreh W S 3R Tl W
= WEd e o)

379¢ FHT TH THISR, 1880
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Before the coming of the British,
talugdars maintained armed
retainers, built forts, and enjoyed a
degree of autonomy, as long as they
accepted the suzerainty of the Nawab
and paid the revenue of their talugs.

3 oh 3 ¥ Ul dleclohaRl
Iy sfuErE] fqurdl gid o Ik
34 fohel &1 3R o A ol WUl
%l TWHR T d 3 I dleeiohar
%1 TSEd Johld @ dl 3Toh U1 hIhi
WrEar |t gt off
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After annexation, the first British revenue
settlement, known as the Summary
Settlement of 1856, was based on the
assumption that the taluqdars were
interlopers with no permanent stakes in
land: they had established their hold over
land through force and fraud.

fYURU oh 915 1856 W UHHIA daladd o
am 4§ fafewr qusa sgaeen @] #X
TRl I8 SS9 39 Ol 9 i o
dleceheR faeifaw & fomeh w@ SHiE 6

O

Tifersh T & o1l St Wo R eieruE
oh ST AY I Tfyd foam gam o
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The taluqdars of southern Awadh
were the hardest hit and some lost
more than half of the total number
of villages they had previously held.

U 319y oh dleqohall i 9ed
T4 I TSl 8 oh d 3y 4@
AR Mg 819 8@ S @
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British land revenue officers believed
that by removing taluqdars they
would be able to settle the land with
the actual owners of the soil and
thus reduce the level of exploitation
of peasants while increasing revenue
returns for the state.

fafeer qusea sifyepTiEt 61 aFEn o
fh dleqqohsRl &t TR d  SHIA
sgclt wifasl & ' o div [\W
fSog feaml o wwo & & Wi
IR T It ® goehT SN
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The dispossession of talugdars meant
the breakdown of an entire social
order. The ties of loyalty and
patronage that had bound the peasant
to the talugdar were disrupted.

dieeohall &1 Hxl f& &1 dts I8
gl b T [ AMEISh =gagen |1
gl M) fasar o wewr & oA el
9 foaM dieeehsl o @1y 94 gU o
3 FW-FW B MUY
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There was no longer any guarantee that in
times of hardship or crop failure the
revenue demand of the state would be
reduced or collection postponed; or that in
times of festivities the peasant would get
the loan and support that the talugdar had
earlier provided.

39 9 oA i iz TRl &l off fo &fed
d9d H A1 HUA ©Ud 8 IM W TSR
TS O o hig HHt wAM AT GGelt
%8 g o fau o« e smom a1 &
fParl &l 39 &M@ &t IWK o9 &
dio-aERl W ®is oheli R wek @
il S Ugd diecehard d fiel Srdl ot
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Many of these taluqdars were loyal to the Nawab
of Awadh, and they joined Begum Hazrat Mahal
(the wife of the Nawab) in Lucknow to fight the
British; some even remained with her in defeat.

9gd UR dieq(ohaR 39Y o -die o Yfd fea
Wd o safaqe 4 AU d oiel a4 o fau
@3 Sl §H ged Hed (919 i Ycil) oh
oY H IHa 8 MU 39 9§ HS d AH &l
WS o 9% | 39k 919 82 @
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The grievances of the peasants were
carried over into the sepoy lines since a
vast majority of the sepoys were
recruited from the villages of Awadh.

framt =1 Ediy 3« st dwht A ot
ygdd o of Fife sga WrR feum
3@y ok Wal @ & Wl few U o
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The relationship of the sepoys with their
superior white officers underwent a
significant change in the \vyears
preceding the uprising of 1857.

1857 o SHiASe 9 Ysdl < Il o
fauifeal oh 0 M ABE S WY
f¥d ®TRl 95 goh |
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They would take part in their leisure
activities - they wrestled with them,
fenced with them and went out hawking
with them. Many of them were fluent in
Hindustani and were familiar with the
customs and culture of the country.

a4 3Tl HivmEt d wnfie g o, ST
iy Hod-d§ & o, 3k Iy
dolaRa=l f3d & AR 3Tk 91y IR
W Sd ¥l ITH ® dgd R dl SEEt
feqeaHl Silam Sd & R el ok
{fa-farsit 9 g&pfa 9 aifew o)
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The officers developed a sense of
superiority and started treating the
sepoys as their racial inferiors, riding
roughshod over their sensibilities.
Abuse and physical violence became
common and thus the distance between
sepoys and officers grew

IhEU W AT w1 W@ U B AW
3 o fourifeal =t ®HG T8 &1 AR
ol @ 3R AEAelt Sl 9a-9t W@t
ftre & W@ o9 TS 3R
Wi oo g 9«9 w31 faufeat
9 AHEU o §id WwIEl Sedl T4
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It is also important to remember that
close Ilinks existed between the
sepoys and the rural world of North
India. The Ilarge majority of the
sepoys of the Bengal Army were
recruited from the villages of Awadh
and eastern Uttar Pradesh.

98t AR W meEyul 8 & W
qRa # faufeat ik o v o
dg TR g9y o 9ma Al ok
famfeal & @ wgd @R oy SR qe
ST YR oh Al @ dl sl 3T |
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Many of them were Brahmins or from the
“upper” castes. Awadh was, in fact,
called the “nursery of the Bengal Army”.
The changes that the families of the
sepoys saw around them and the threats
they perceived were quickly transmitted
to the sepoy lines.

3T ¥ 9gd 9r 9= 4 ‘3t sifa” o
| dfced @Y i df “9Ma AT B
Giuemen” el Sl o faufea & gReEr
I _-fiflg fo skamEl =t 3@ ® & 3R
3% Wl TR @z 3 ® o4 9 Sedl &
fouel o 4 ot fKaE 313 o)
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In turn, the fears of the sepoys about the
new cartridge, their grievances about
leave, their grouse about the increasing
misbehaviour and racial abuse on the
part of their white officers were
communicated back to the villages.

Tl e, sRqEl & SR B fawfea
7, gfeeal & ar d 3ITH1 RBedrd, ded
THIER 3 T Mel-Tietsl & gfa s@an
Igaiy el A i gfafafaa &4 <m em

¥l > e -
. N\ it
TAL R E 5 72

R e # 95 vEd ST % Ry
Tl el faufeai st J<i 1 A 3
1 Bl 37 T o ST IMFS I8 SdH ol
g foran < @1 © T fyedt dremes 9eq
X o figr g 7 fem W
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<+ What the Rebels Wanted
o fagigl == aEd 9?2

the British recorded their own trials and
tribulations as well as their heroism.

wicrgal, THfaal iR se|gd & sk o
AU Sl AT T oA

The repression of the rebels also meant
silencing of their voice.

fagifeat & Fae &1 Th Taas I8 o
off foh 3RI 3T &l <& feam Sy
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Few rebels had the opportunity of
recording their version of events.
Moreover, most of them were sepoys
and ordinary people who were not
literate.

%o fasifedl &1 g 39 "k o @R
o gl 91 St B w1 Hiewl fuem o
f fosifeat & =R fauEr R
A o St ye-fag & 29
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Other than a few proclamations and
ishtahars (notifications) issued by rebel
leaders to propagate their ideas and
persuade people to join the revolt, we
do not have much that throws light on
the perspective of the rebels.

I foa &1 Y9R ®& AR A 6l
fagie A wifta +6 & fau S =1 18
S TNl 9 S¥AeRl oh fga™ FAR
R 8 fagifedt o Twiw &1 gus &
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While these sources reveal the minds
of officials, they tell us very little about

what the rebels wanted.

faeam a8 & f& =1 @iql @ U=
IAHEW ®I GE w1 dl Ga1 dodl @
dfe 39 aR d =R YU T@ e
grar T fagigl =1 <ed ol
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** The vision of unity

% Tehdl 1 hedHl

The rebellion was seen as a war in
which both Hindus and Muslims had
equally to lose or gain.

34 fosie &l Th TH I3 o &9 | U9
fear w1 wr e foEw fegett @i
e L, Sl &1 ThI-JhdM U« ol
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The proclamation that was issued under
the name of Bahadur Shah appealed to
the people to join the fight under the
standards of both Muhammad and
Mahavir. It was remarkable that during
the uprising religious divisions between
Hindus and Muslim were hardly
noticeable despite British attempts to
create such divisions.

qBIgL 3@ o W 9 S &l T8 =i9on o
HeWg 3R WEER, I %l 3818 2d 8T
Sl § 39 @Sk H e 81 h1 e
fear T fGo=ey 9 I8 © & snSed
¥ fog iR qEeEml % &9 @i 1 s
&1 UST g &l Tz HIRE & dESR
Tl His ok el f@ms f&am
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/ “+The Azamgarh Proclamation, [/ $»3IAEHIG YN, 25 37T
25 August 1857 1857

This is one of the main CEAL] e 3’8@7 .
sources of our knowledge aall A, R |
about what the rebels wanted: BANl SRl &1 I8 Th [&A
It is well known to all, that in Hid @

this age the people of gafafed .
Hindostan, both Hindoos and zrg: % % SN |
Mohammedans, are being fegem o @, feg 3R i,
ruined under the tyranny and a9 & oty S CEREEIR]
the oppression of the infidel -~ ﬁm?" n

and treacherous English. / U= W 3 SR |

I R /
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ﬁis therefore the bounden duty of all the wealthy people
of India, especially those who have any sort of connection
with the Mohammedan royal families, and are considered
the pastors and masters of their people, to stake their
lives and property for the well-being of the public. ...

zgfae 291 o ol e @ @1, TEak @ e giem
el YRERt @ dieeier W1 @, 3R fo= <t 1 uwiers
IR Wl g1 Sl @, 3194 St 3R ¥ufd &t SAdr ol

FICET & faIT W HL I 106G, | /
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@leral of the Hindoo and Mussalman Chiefs, who have

long since quitted their homes for the preservation of
their religion, and have been trying their best to root out
the English In India, have presented themselves to me,
and taken part in the reigning Indian crusade, and it is
more than probable that | shall very shortly receive
succours from the West.

394 YH i I oh it AT Ugd 394 X-aR SBte ok
3R 9RA @ U &l TS %t & faw U =X o
® 9gd 4R feg iR gaeuH gfam | 1™ e 3R
SEI4 30 uRdE ud ag ¥ fewm form 9@ 9@ Swig @
for o<t & 2 ufvEw @ ot wee fua /
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ﬁherefore for the information of the public, the present

Ishtahar, consisting of several sections, is put iIn
circulation and it is the imperative duty of all to take
into their careful consideration, and abide by it. Parties
anxious to participate in the common cause, but having
no means to provide for themselves, shall receive their
daily subsistence from me;

g9fct ST 1 S o fadu g 9l &1 98 S¥A8R
SR fwar ST W1 81 98 gas! a8 fo s8R 9
q 32¥T W S Al AU INISH 31 9ed @, afed
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and be it known to all, that the ancient works, both of the
Hindoos and Mohammedans, the writings of miracle
workers, and the calculation of the astrologers, pundits,

. all agree in asserting that the English will no longer
have any footing in India or elsewhere.
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Kherefore it is incumbent on all to give up the hope of
the continuation of the British sway, side with me, and

deserve the consideration of the Badshahi, or imperial
government, by their individual exertion in promoting
the common good, and thus attain their respective
ends; otherwise if this golden opportunity slips away,
they will have to repent for their folly, ... .

5qfdit 98 Yol Wl @ fh a AU &1 a9 91 @A
% gl SHIE Bis ?, AU Wiy T IR G fea o wm
Hd T 3194 Afknd IRgH @ AISIMET GHHE oh ThaR
1 3R YA-TU @’Y YT hI | SUT, TR I8 HfofH
AW BHR B § el AT d 3H WAl 3§ HEdl W

YA T YST... | /




REBELS AND THE RA] fagigl o1t U=

THE REVOLT OF 1857 AND ITS 1857 &1 37iclad 3R 399 ATAM
REPRESENTATIONS

@:tion | - Regarding Zemindars. It is evident, that the British Government in
making zemindary settlements have imposed exorbitant Jumas (revenue
demand) and have disgraced and ruined several zemindars, by putting up their
estates for public auction for arrears of rent, in so much, in the institution of a
suit by a common Ryot, a maid servant, or a slave, the respectable zemindars
are summoned into court, arrested, put in goal and disgraced. |
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ﬁlitigation regarding zemindaries, the immense value of stamps, and other
unnecessary expenses of the civil courts, ... are all calculated to impoverish the
litigants. Besides this, the coffers of the zemindars are annually taxed with the
subscription for schools, hospitals, roads, etc. Such extortions will have no
manner of existence in the Badshahi Government; but on the contrary the
Jumas will be light, the dignity and honour of the zemindars safe, and every
zemindar will have absolute rule in his own zemindary ...
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@:tion Il - Regarding Merchants. It is plain that the infidel
and treacherous British Government have monopolised the
trade of all the fine and valuable merchandise, such as
indigo, cloth, and other articles of shipping, leaving only
the trade of trifles to the people, ... Besides this, the
profits of the traders are taxed, with postages, tolls and
subscriptions for schools, etc.
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Notwithstanding all these concessions, the merchants are liable to

imprisonment and disgrace at the instance or complaint of a worthless
man. When the Badshahi Government is established all these
aforesaid fraudulent practices shall be dispensed with, and the trade
of every article, without exception, both by land and water will be
opened to the native merchants of India, ... It is therefore the duty of
every merchant to take part in the war, and aid the Badshahi
Government with his men and money, ... .
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@:tion Il - Regarding Public Servants. It is not a
secret thing, that under the British Government,

natives employed in the civil and military services
have little respect, low pay, and no manner of
influence; and all the posts of dignity and emolument
in both the departments are exclusively bestowed on
Englishmen, ...
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Kherefore, all the natives Iin the British service
ought to be alive to their religion and interest, and
abjuring their loyalty to the English, side with the
Badshahi Government, and obtain salaries of 200
and 300 rupees a month for the present, and be
entitled to high posts in the future. ...

sOfau foafest 9a1 4 &M & a9 d°™ 9O
%l M Aeled AR fed W waF I =fey IR
S oh Yfd ATl IRIRH SigH dR_IMET WHR
% Y 21 difedl 3= fheeiar 200 3 300
T yfque &1 dieare fast i ufass & 34

el ®t ST @ /




REBELS AND THE RA] fagigl o1t U=

THE REVOLT OF 1857 AND ITS 1857 &1 3icleq 3K 3Uah SAAM
REPRESENTATIONS

@:tion IV - Regarding Artisans. It is evident that the
Europeans, by the introduction of English articles into
India, have thrown the weavers, the cotton dressers,
the carpenters, the blacksmiths, and the shoemakers,
etc., out of employ, and have engrossed their
occupations, so that every description of native
artisan has been reduced to beggary.
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But under the Badshahi Government the native
artisans will exclusively be employed in the
service of the kings, the rajahs, and the rich;
and this will no doubt ensure their prosperity.
Therefore these artisans ought to renounce
the English services, ... .
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@:tion V - Regarding Pundits, Fakirs and Other Learned
Persons. The pundits and fakirs being the guardians of the
Hindoo and Mohammadan religions respectively, and the
Europeans being the enemies of both the religions, and as
at present a war is raging against the English on account of
religion, the pundits and fakirs are bound to present
themselves to me, and take their share in the holy war..

a5 — dfedl, qﬁﬂﬁaﬁtmaﬁ?wﬁamézaﬁﬁ'
yfeq 3R Wi wuw: feg ok gfem umf o ifaames 2
JUNT S oml o 3o @ SR Hife fhoreia ud 9 wRw
g U o foeme T g5 f8er gen @ safay ufedl @ik
I T hed & T @ T sl W A 99 K AR 39

gfast 95 o o1 fewmn fawnd..) /




REBELS AND THE RA] fagigl o1t U=

THE REVOLT OF 1857 AND ITS 1857 &1 3icleq 3K 3Uah SAAM
REPRESENTATIONS

/ * What the sepoys thought

This is one of the arzis (petition or application) of rebel
sepoys that have survived: A century ago the British
arrived in Hindostan and gradually entertained troops in
their service, and became masters of every state. Our
forefathers have always served them, and we also entered
their service ...
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By the mercy of God and with our assistance the
British also conquered every place they liked, in
which thousands of us, Hindostani men were
sacrificed, but we never made any excuses or
pretences nor revolted ...
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@ in the year eighteen fifty seven the British issued
an order that new cartridges and muskets which had

arrived from England were to be issued; in the former
of which the fats of cows and pigs were mixed; and
also that attah of wheat mixed with powdered bones
was to be eaten; and even distributed them in every
Regiment of infantry, cavalry and artillery ...
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Khey gave these cartridges to the sowars (mounted
soldiers) of the 3rd Light Cavalry, and ordered them to
bite them; the troopers objected to it, and said that
they would never bite them, for if they did, their
religion and faith would be destroyed ... upon this the
British officers paraded the men of the 3 Regiments
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@ having prepared 1,400 English soldiers, and other
Battalions of European troops and Horse Artillery,

surrounded them, and placing six guns before each of the
infantry regiments, loaded the guns with grape and made 84
new troopers prisoners, and put them in jail with irons on
them ... The reason that the sowars of the Cantonment were

put into jail was that we should be frightened into biting the
new cartridges.
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ﬁ this account we and all our country-men having united together, have
fought the British for the preservation of our faith ... we have been
compelled to make war for two years and the Rajahs and Chiefs who are
with us in faith and religion, are still so, and have undergone all sorts of
trouble; we have fought for two years in order that our faith and religion
may not be polluted. If the religion of a Hindoo or Mussalman is lost, what
remains in the world?
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** Against the symbols of oppression

% Icdie o Ydlal oh fEeh

The proclamations completely rejected
everything associated with British rule
or firangi raj as they called it. They
condemned the British for the
annexations they had carried out and
the treaties they had broken.
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Every aspect of British rule was
attacked and the firangi accused of
destroying a way of life that was
familiar and cherished. The rebels
wanted to restore that world.

fafest s oh 8¢ ggq] WX e wren
Sar on foedfimt W Tenfya SR g
S-St &l T & 1 MY AT
Star o fagigt oot S| gf &l
A9RT S8 hET Ied o




REBELS AND THE RA] fasisl 11X U=

THE REVOLT OF 1857 AND ITS 1857 &1 3iielei 3 SUah AT&AM
REPRESENTATIONS

The proclamations expressed the
widespread fear that the British were
bent on destroying the caste and
religions of Hindus and Muslims and
converting them to Christianity - a fear
that led people to believe many of the
rumours that circulated at the time.
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Often the rebels deliberately sought to
humiliate the elites of a city. In the villages
they burnt account books and ransacked
moneylenders’ houses. This reflected an
attempt to overturn traditional hierarchies,
rebel against all oppressors.
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Such visions were not articulated in
the proclamations which sought to
unify all social groups in the fight
against firangi ra;.
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** The search for alternative power
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Once British rule had collapsed,
the rebels in places like Delhi,
Lucknow and Kanpur tried to

" establish some kind of structure of

authority and administration.
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The leaders went back to the
culture of the court. Appointments
were made to various posts,
arrangements made for the
collection of land revenue and the
payment of troops, orders issued
to stop loot and plunder.
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In all this the rebels harked back
to the eighteenth-century Mughal
world - a world that became a
symbol of all that had been lost.
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The administrative structures established by
the rebels were primarily aimed at meeting
the demands of war.
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+ Repression
& T

It is clear from all accounts that =
we have of 1857 that the British
did not have an easy time In
putting down the rebellion.
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In other words, the ordinary
processes of law and trial were
suspended and it was put out that
rebellion would have only one
punishment - death.
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The British began the task of
suppressing the revolt.
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The British thus mounted a two-
pronged attack. One force moved
from Calcutta into North India
and the other from the Punjab -
which was largely peaceful - to
reconquer Delhi.
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British attempts to recover Delhi
began in earnest in early June
1857 but it was only in Ilate
September that the city was
finally captured.
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In the Ganegtic plain too the
progress of British reconquest was
slow. The forces had to reconquer
the area village by village. The
countryside and the people around
were entirely hostile.
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The British used military power on
a gigantic scale.
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Rebel landholders were
dispossessed and the loyal
rewarded. Many landholders died
fighting the British or they escaped
into Nepal where they died of
iliness or starvation.
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» Villagers as rebels

An officer reporting from rural Awadh (spelt as Oude
in the following account) noted:

The Oude people are gradually pressing down on

the line of communication from the North ... the
Oude people are villagers ...
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Aese villagers are nearly intangible to Europeans
melting away before them and collecting again. The
Civil Authorities report these villagers to amount to a
very large number of men, with a number of guns.
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*» Images of the Revolt

% fagig &l sfaan

As we have seen, we have very few
records on the rebels’ point of view.
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Official accounts, of course, abound:
colonial administrators and military men
left their versions in letters and diaries,
autobiographies and official histories.
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We can also gauge the official mindset
and the changing British attitudes
through the innumerable memos and
notes, assessments of situations, and
reports that were produced.
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These tell us about the fears and
anxieties of officials and their
perception of the rebels.
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One important record of the mutiny is the
pictorial images produced by the British
and Indians: paintings, pencil drawings,
etchings, posters, cartoons, bazaar prints.
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% Celebrating the saviours
% &Il 1 3T

On 25 September James Outram and
Henry Havelock arrived, cut through
the rebel forces, and reinforced the
British garrisons.
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Twenty days later Colin Campbell, who
was appointed as the new Commander
of British forces in India, came with his
forces and rescued the besieged British
garrison. In British accounts the siege of
Lucknow became a story of survival,
heroic resistance and the ultimate
triumph of British power.
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Barker’s painting celebrates the moment
of Campbell’s entry. At the centre of the
canvas are the British heroes - Campbell,
Outram and Havelock. The gestures of the
hands of those around lead the spectator’s
eyes towards the centre.
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The heroes stand on a ground that
is well lit, with shadows in the
foreground and the damaged
Residency in the background.
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The dead and injured in the foreground are
testimony to the suffering during the
siege, while the triumphant figures of
horses in the middle ground emphasise
the fact that British power and control had
been re-established.

fax & T 9 ¥ 92 39 IR uEd 39
A o I g8 AN &I ARl 2d ©
Sidfer He 9T H Hist ol fasEt qa@eail 39
29 W ok 3t ® fo o fafew @ @i
frasor @8 8 g 2




REBELS AND THE RA] fasisl 11X U=

THE REVOLT OF 1857 AND ITS 1857 &1 3iielei 3 SUah AT&AM
REPRESENTATIONS

To the British public such paintings were
reassuring. They created a sense that the
time of trouble was past and the rebellion
was over; the British were the victors.
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** English women and the honour of Britain

o 3T Sd qu foae &1 gfassn

The British government was asked to
protect the honour of innocent women and
ensure the safety of helpless children.
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“In Memoriam” was painted by Joseph
Noel Paton two years after the mutiny.

S At 929 14 Afe fasie & ¢ 4«
95 ‘31 A9ifEg” S|

Miss Wheeler in Figure 11.12 stands firmly
at the centre, defending her honour,
single-handedly Kkilling the attacking
rebels.
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The woman’s struggle to save her
honour and her life, Iin fact, is
represented as having a deeper
religious connotation: it is a battle to
save the honour of Christianity.
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* Vengeance and retribution

< gfaeny 3R Geeh

As waves of anger and shock spread in
Britain, demands for retribution grew
louder.
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It was as if justice demanded that
the challenge to British honour and
power be met ruthlessly.
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In one such image we see an
allegorical female figure of justice
with a sword in one hand and a
shield in the other.

THl 81 Toh due H ¥H @ %l T
®UhTcHs St 3fa faa@ 3d € e
TH T A daaR R TW B ¥ erd
2

Sieq (=rF), 9, 12 fgder 1857
fost o = w2t W foen e o
U U SHEER o FHER 7 99«
Tl o gideny &1 Ted =E I TaEs
ST T 919 =7 hT e 21"



REBELS AND THE RA] fasisl 11X U=

THE REVOLT OF 1857 AND ITS 1857 &1 3iielei 3 SUah AT&AM
REPRESENTATIONS

There were innumerable other
pictures and cartoons in the British
press that sanctioned brutal
repression and violent reprisal.
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s The performance of terror

¢ TBI h1 9<IMH

The urge for vengeance and retribution
was expressed in the brutal way in which
the rebels were executed.
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They were blown from guns, or hanged
from the gallows. Images of these
executions were widely circulated
through popular journals.
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* No time for clemency
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When Governor General Canning
declared that a gesture of leniency and
a show of mercy would help in winning
back the loyalty of the sepoys, he was
mocked in the British press.

S TER-SRA hiAT 7 Tad fear fo
T4 R <@ e @ foufeat & awRr
Bifiel % # #eg fhettit at fafewr 449
H 3IGH! A=l ISET TN

I'HE CLEMENCY OF CANNING,

“T forTdEl ST A" (SHIHT T TAI9E), U=, 24 TR 1857

A= 1 9gT ;TR SR ;oo g, fe S s frt SRl
A & e wvid o uh res1 Tl S 1 A i



REBELS AND THE RA] fasisl 11X U=

THE REVOLT OF 1857 AND ITS 1857 &1 3iielei 3 SUah AT&AM
REPRESENTATIONS

\/

* Nationalist imageries

* AR I hoyl

A whole world of nationalist

imagination was woven around the
revolt.
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Heroic poems were written about the
valour of the queen who, with a sword in
one hand and the reins of her horse iIn
the other, fought for the freedom of her
motherland.
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Rani of Jhansi was represented as a
masculine figure chasing the enemy,
slaying British soldiers and valiantly
fighting till her last.
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