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85 per cent of the population of 
India lived in its villages.  

¯gnqLrku esa djhc&djhc 85 I+kQhlnh yksx 
xk¡oks a esa jgrs FksA 

Both peasants and landed elites 
were involved in agricultural 
production  

NksVs [ksfrgj vkSj Hkwfegj laHkzk ar nksuks a gh 
o`Qf"k mRiknu ls tqMs+ Fks 
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Created relationships of 
cooperation, competition and 
conflict among them.  

muosQ chp lg;ksx] izfr;ksfxrk vkSj la?k"kZ 
osQ fj'rs cusA 

Sum of these agrarian 
relationships made up rural 
society.  

[ksrh ls tqMs+ bu reke fj'rks a osQ 
rkus&ckus ls xk¡o dk lekt curk FkkA 
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Agencies from outside  

ckgjh rkdrsa 

The Mughal state, which derived 
the bulk of its income from 
agricultural production. 

eqX+ky jkT; Fkk tks viuh vkenuh dk 
cgqr cM+k fgLlk o`Qf"k mRiknu ls mxkgrk 
FkkA 
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Agents of the state – revenue 
assessors, collectors, record 
keepers – sought to control rural 
society so as to ensure that 
cultivation took place and the 
state got its regular share of taxes 
from the produce.  

jkT; osQ uqekbans & jktLo fuèkkZfjr djus 
okys] jktLo olwyh djus okys] fglkc 
j[kus okys & xzkeh.k lekt ij dkcw j[kus 
dh dksf'k'k djrs FksA os rlYyh djuk 
pkgrs Fks fd [ksrks a dh tqrkbZ gks vkSj jkT; 
dks mit ls vius fgLls dk dj le; ij 
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Linked the agricultural areas with 
the towns.  

[ksrh okys bykosQ 'kgj ls tqM+ x,A 
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Peasants and Agricultural Production 

fdlku vkSj o`Qf"k mRiknu 
Basic unit of agricultural society was the village, 
inhabited by peasants who performed the 
manifold seasonal tasks that made up 
agricultural production throughout the year – 
tilling the soil, sowing seeds, harvesting the crop 
when it was ripe.  

[ksfrgj lekt dh cqfu;knh bdkbZ xk¡o Fkh ftlesa fdlku jgrs FksA 
fdlku lky Hkj vyx&vyx ekSle esa oks reke dke djrs Fks 
ftlls i+Qly dh iSnkokj gksrh Fkh & tSls fd ”kehu dh tqrkbZ] 
cht cksuk vkSj i+Qly idus ij mldh dVkbZA 
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Further, they contributed their 
labour to the production of agro-
based goods such as sugar and 
oil. 

blosQ vykok os mu oLrqvks a osQ mRiknu esa 
Hkh 'kjhO+kQ gksrs Fks tks o`Qf"k&vkèkkfjr Fkha 
tSls fd 'kDdj] rsy bR;kfnA 

Dry land or hilly regions were not 
cultivable  

lw[kh ”kehu osQ fo'kky fgLlks a ls igkfM+;ks a 
okys bykosQ & tgk¡ ml rjg dh [ksrh ugha 
gks ldrh Fkh 
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Looking for sources  

Ïksrks a dh ryk'k 

Peasants did not write about 
themselves.  

fdlku vius ckjs eas [kqn ugha fy[kk 
djrs Fks 

Source for the agrarian history  

xzkeh.k lekt osQ fØ;kdykiks a dh tkudkjh 
tks [ksrks a esa dke djrs FksA 
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Are chronicles and documents 
from the Mughal court  

,sfrgkfld xzaFk o nLrkos”k gSa tks eqX+ky 
njckj dh fuxjkuh esa fy[ks x, Fks 

important chronicles was the Ain-i Akbari  

egÙoiw.kZ ,sfrgkfld xzaFkks a esa ,d Fkk vkbu&,&vdcjh 
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Authored by Akbar’s court 
historian Abul Fazl. 

vdcj osQ njckjh bfrgkldkj vcqy 
i+Q”y us fy[kk FkkA 
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Recorded the arrangements made by the state 
to ensure cultivation, to enable the collection 
of revenue by the agencies of the state and to 
regulate the relationship between the state and 
rural magnates, the zamindars.  

[ksrks a oQh fu;fer tqrkbZ dh rlYyh djus osQ 
fy,] jkT; osQ uqekbanks a }kjk djks a dh mxkghs osQ 
fy, vkSj jkT; o xzkeh.k lÙkkiks'kka s ;kuh fd 
”kehankjks a osQ chp osQ fj'rks a osQ fu;eu osQ fy, 
tks bar”kke jkT; us fd, Fks] mldk ys[kk&tks[kk 
bl xazFk esa cM+h lkoèkkuh ls is'k fd;k x;k gSA 



PEASANTS, ZAMINDARS AND THE STATE  
AGRARIAN SOCIETY AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRE  

(C. 16th  - 17th CENTURIES) 

fdlku] ”kehankj vkSj jkT; Ñf"k lekt 
vkSj eqX+ky lkezkT;  

(yxHkx lksygoha vkSj l=kgoha lnh) 
 

THEME 
EIGHT 

Peasants and their lands  

fdlku vkSj mudh ”kehu 

Two kinds of peasants – khud-kashta 
and pahi-kashta 

nks fdLe osQ fdlkuks a dh ppkZ djrs gSa & 
[kqn&dk'r o ikfg&dk'r A 
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The former were residents of the 
village in which they held their 
lands. The latter were non-
resident cultivators who belonged 
to some other village, but 
cultivated lands elsewhere on a 
contractual basis.  

igys fdLe osQ fdlku os Fks tks mUgha xk¡oks a esa 
jgrs Fks ftuesa mudh ”kehu FkhaA nwljs 
(ikfg&dk'r) os [ksfrgj Fks tks nwljs xk¡oks a ls 
BsosQ ij [ksrh djus vkrs FksA 
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Cultivation was based on the 
principle of individual ownership. 
Peasant lands were bought and 
sold in the same way as the 
lands of other property owners.  

[ksrh O;fDRkxr fefYd;r osQ fl¼kar ij 
vkèkkfjr FkhA fdlkuks a dh ”kehu mlh 
rjg [kjhnh vkSj csph tkrh Fkh tSls nwljs 
laifÙk ekfydksa dhA 
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 Peasants on the move 

This was a feature of agrarian society which struck 
a keen observer like Babur, the first Mughal 
emperor, forcefully enough for him to write about it 
in the Babur Nama, his memoirs: 

 fdlku cfLr;ks a dk cluk&mtM+uk  

;g ¯gnqLrkuh o`Qf"k lekt dh ,d [+kkfl;r Fkh vkSj bl 
[+kkfl;r us eqX+ky 'kkld ckcj dh rs”k fuxkgks a dks bruk pkS adk;k 
fd mlus bls vius laLej.k ckcjukek esa uksV fd;k% 
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In Hindustan hamlets and villages, towns indeed, are 
depopulated and set up in a moment! If the people 
of a large town, one inhabited for years even, flee 
from it, they do it in such a way that not a sign or 
trace of them remains in a day and a half. 

¯gnqLrku esa cfLr;k¡ vkSj xk¡o] njvly 'kgj osQ 'kgj] ,d yegs 
esa gh ohjku Hkh gks tkrs gSa vkSj cl Hkh tkrs gSaA o"kks ± ls vkckn 
fdlh cMs+ 'kgj osQ ck¯'kns mls NksM+dj pys tkrs gSa] rks os ;s 
dke oqQN bl rjg djrs gSa fd Ms<+ fnuks a ds vanj mudk gj 
ukeksfu'kku (ogk¡ ls) feV tkrk gSA  
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On the other hand, if they fix their eyes on a 
place to settle, they need not dig water 
courses because their crops are all rain-
grown, and as the population of Hindustan is 
unlimited it swarms in. 

nwljh vksj] vxj os fdlh txg ij cluk pkgrs gSa rks 
mUgsa ikuh osQ jkLrs [kksnus dh ”k:jr ugha gksrh D;ks afd 
muoQh lkjh i+Qlysa ckfj'k osQ ikuh esa mxrh gSa] vkSj pw¡fd 
¯gnqLrku dh vkcknh cs'kqekj gS] yksx meM+rs pys vkrs gSaA 
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They make a tank or a well; they need not 
build houses or set up walls … khas-grass 
abounds, wood is unlimited, huts are made, 
and straightaway there is a village or a town!  

os ,d ljksoj ;k oqQvk¡ cuk ysrs gSa_ mUgsa ?kj cukus ;k 
nhokj [kM+h djus dh Hkh ”k:jr ugha gksrh--- [kl oQh 
?kkl cgqrk;kr esa ikbZ tkrh gSa] taxy vikj gSa] >ks aifM+;k¡ 
cukbZ tkrh gSa] vkSj ;dk;d ,d xk¡o ;k 'kgj [kM+k gks 
tkrk gS! 
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Irrigation and technology 

flapkbZ vkSj rduhd 

Abundance of land, available 
labour and the mobility of 
peasants were three factors that 
accounted for the constant 
expansion of agriculture. 

”kehu dh cgqrk;r] etnwjks a dh ekStwnxh] 
vkSj fdlkuks a dh xfr'khyrk dh otg ls 
o`Qf"k dk yxkrkj foLrkj gqvkA  
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Primary purpose of agriculture is 
to feed people 

[ksrh dk izkFkfed mís'; yksxks a dk isV 
Hkjuk Fkk 

Monsoons remained the backbone 
of Indian agriculture 

ekulwu Hkkjrh; o`Qf"k dh jh<+ FkkA  
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 Irrigating trees and fields 

This is an excerpt from the Babur Nama 
that describes the irrigation devices 
the emperor observed in northern 
India:  

 isM+ks a vkSj [ksrks a dh ¯lpkbZ 

;g ckcjukek ls fy;k x;k ,d va'k gS tks 
¯lpkbZ osQ mu midj.kks a osQ ckjs es a crkrk gS tks 
bl ckn'kkg us mÙkj Hkkjr esa ns[ks%  
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The greater part of Hindustan country is situated 
on level land. Many though its towns and cultivated 
lands are, it nowhere has running waters … For … 
water is not at all a necessity in cultivating crops 
and orchards. 

¯gnqLrku osQ eqYd dk ”;knkrj fgLlk eSnkuh ”kehu ij clk 
gqvk gSA gkykafd ;gk¡ 'kgj vkSj [ksrh yk;d ”kehu dh cgqrk;r 
gS] ysfdu dgha Hkh cgrs ikuh (dk bar”kke) ugha--- os blfy,--- 
fd i+Qly mxkus ;k ckxkuks a osQ fy, ikuh dh fcyoqQy ”k:jr 
ugha gSA 
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Autumn crops grow by the downpour of the 
rains themselves; and strange it is that 
spring crops grow even when no rains fall. 
(However) to young trees water is made to 
flow by means of buckets or wheels …  

'kjn ½rq oQh i+Qlysa ckfj'k osQ ikuh ls gh iSnk gks tkrh 
gSa_ vkSj ;s gSjkuxh dh ckr gS fd clar ½rq oQh i+Qlysa 
rks rc Hkh iSnk gks tkrh gSa tc ckfj'k fcyoqQy gh ugha 
gksrhA (fiQj Hkh) NksVs isM+ks a rd ckyfV;ks a ;k jgV osQ 
”kfj;s ikuh igq¡pk;k tkrk gS--- 
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In Lahore, Dipalpur (both in present-day Pakistan) 
and those other parts, people water by means of a 
wheel. They make two circles of rope long enough to 
suit the depths of the well, fix strips of wood 
between them, and on these fasten pitchers. 

ykgkSj] nhikyiqj (nksuks a gh vkt osQ ikfdLrku esa) vkSj ,slh nwljh 
txgks a ij yksx jgV osQ ”kfj;s ¯lpkbZ djrs gSaA os jLlh osQ nks 
xksykdkj I+kQans cukrs gSa tks oqQ,¡ dh xgjkbZ osQ eqrkfcd yacs gksrs 
gS aA bu i+Qanks a esa FkksM+h&FkksM+h nwjh ij os ydM+h osQ xqVosQ yxkrs gSa 
vkSj bu xqVdks a ij ?kMs+ ck¡èk nsrs gSaA 
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The ropes with the wood and attached pitchers are put over the wheel-
well. At one end of the wheel-axle a second wheel is fixed, and close to 
it another on an upright axle. The last wheel the bullock turns; its teeth 
catch in the teeth of the second (wheel), and thus the wheel with the 
pitchers is turned. A trough is set where the water empties from the 
pitchers and from this the water is conveyed everywhere. 

ydM+h osQ xqVdksa vkSj ?kM+ks a ls c¡èkh bu jfLl;ks a dks oqQ,¡ osQ mQij ifg;ks a ls 
yVdk;k tkrk gSA ifg;s dh èkqjh ij ,d vkSj ifg;kA bl vafre ifg;s dks cSy osQ 
”kfj;s ?kqek;k tkrk gS_ bl ifg;s osQ nk¡r ikl osQ nwljs ifg;s osQ nk¡rks a dks tdM+ 
ysrs gSa vkSj bl rjg ?kM+ks a okyk ifg;k ?kweus yxrk gSA ?kM+k s a ls tgk¡ ikuh fxjrk 
gS] ogk¡ ,d ladjk ukyk [kksn fn;k tkrk gS vkSj bl rjhosQ ls gj txg ikuh 
igq¡pk;k tkrk gSA 
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In Agra, Chandwar, Bayana (all in present-day Uttar Pradesh) and those 
parts again, people water with a bucket … At the well-edge they set up 
a fork of wood, having a roller adjusted between the forks, tie a rope to 
a large bucket, put the rope over a roller, and tie its other end to the 
bullock. One person must drive the bullock, another empty the bucket.  

vkxjk] pk¡noj vkSj c;kuk (vkt osQ mÙkj izns'k esa) esa vkSj ,sls vU; bykdks a es a 
Hkh] yksxckx ckyfV;ks a ls flapkbZ djrs gSaA oqQ,¡ osQ fdukjs ij os ydM+h osQ dUus 
xkM+ nsrs gSa] bu dUuks a osQ chp csyu fVdkrs gSa] ,d cM+h ckyVh esa jLlh ck¡èkrs gSa] 
jLlh dks csyu ij yisVrs gSa vkSj blosQ nwljs Nksj dks cSy ls ck¡èk nsrs gSaA ,d 
'k[+l dks cSy gk¡duk iM+rk gS] nwljk ckyVh ls ikuh fudkyrk gSA 
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Irrigation projects received state support 

¯lpkbZ dk;ks ± dks jkT; dh enn Hkh feyrh FkhA 

Agriculture was labour intensive, 
peasants did use technologies that 
often harnessed cattle energy 

[ksrh esgurd'kh dk dke Fkk ysfdu fdlku ,slh 
rduhdksa dk bLrseky Hkh djrs Fks tks vdlj i'kqcy 
ij vk/kfjr gksrh FkhaA 
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THEME 
EIGHT 

 The spread of tobacco  

This plant, which arrived first in the Deccan, spread to 
northern India in the early years of the seventeenth century. 
The Ain does not mention tobacco in the lists of crops in 
northern India. Akbar and his nobles came across tobacco 
for the first time in 1604.  

 rEckowQ dk izlkj 

;g ikSèkk lcls igys nDdu igq¡pk vkSj ogk¡ ls l=kgoha lnh osQ 'kq#vkrh 
o"kks ± es a bls mÙkj Hkkjr yk;k x;kA vkbu mÙkj Hkkjr dh I+kQlyks a dh lwph 
esa rEckowQ dk f”kozQ ugha djrh gSA vdcj vkSj mlosQ vfHktkrks a us 1604 
bZ- esa igyh ckj rEckowQ ns[kkA 
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At this time smoking tobacco (in hookahs or chillums) seems 
to have caught on in a big way. Jahangir was so concerned 
about its addiction that he banned it. This was totally 
ineffective because by the end of the seventeenth century, 
tobacco had become a major article of consumption, 
cultivation and trade all over India. 

,slk yxrk gS fd blh le; rEckowQ dk èkweziku (gqDosQ ;k fpye esa) 
djus dh yr us ”kksj idM+k A tgk¡xhj bl cqjh vknr osQ iSQyus ls bruk 
¯pfrr gqvk fd mlus bl ij ikcanh yxk nhA ;g ikcanh iwjh rjg ls 
csvlj lkfcr gqbZ D;ks afd ge tkurs gSa fd l=kgoha lnh osQ var rd] 
rEckowQ iwjs Hkkjr esa [ksrh] O;kikj vkSj mi;ksx dh eq[; oLrqvks a es a ls ,d 
FkkA 
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 Agricultural prosperity and population growth 

One important outcome of such varied and flexible 
forms of agricultural production was a slow 
demographic growth. 

 o`Qf"k dh le`f¼ vkSj vkcknh dh c<+ksrjh 

o`Qf"k mRiknu osQ ,sls fofoèk vkSj yphys rjhO+kQks a dk ,d cM+k urhtk 
;g fudyk fd vkcknh èkhj&èkhjs c<+us yxh A 
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Despite periodic disruptions caused by famines and 
epidemics, India’s population increased, according to 
calculations by economic historians, by about 50 
million people between 1600 and 1800, which is an 
increase of about 33 per cent over 200 years. 

vk£Fkd bfrgkldkjks a dh x.kuk osQ eqrkfcd] le;&le; ij gksus 
okyh Hkw[kejh vkSj egkekjh osQ ckotwn] 1600 ls 1800 osQ chp 
Hkkjr dh vkcknh yxHkx 5 djksM+ c<+ xbZA 200 o"kks ± esa ;g 
djhc&djhc 33 iQhlnh c<+ksrjh FkhA  
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An abundance of crops 

I+kQlyks a dh Hkjekj 

Agriculture was organised 
around two major seasonal 
cycles, the kharif (autumn) and 
the rabi (spring). 

ekSle osQ nks eq[; pØksa osQ nkSjku [ksrh dh 
tkrh Fkh% ,d [kjhI+kQ (ir>M+ esa) vkSj 
nwljh jch (olar esa)A  
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EIGHT 

Produced a minimum of two crops a 
year (do-fasla) 

lky esa de ls de nks I+kQlysa gksrh FkhaA 

Where rainfall or irrigation assured a 
continuous supply of water, even gave 
three crops.  

tgk¡ ckfj'k ;k ¯lpkbZ osQ vU; lkèku gj oDr ekStwn 
Fks ogk¡ rks lky esa rhu I+kQlysa Hkh mxkbZ tkrh FkhaA  
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Term jins-i kamil (literally, perfect 
crops)  

ftUl&,&dkfey (loks ZÙke I+kQlysa) 

This ensured an enormous variety of 
produce. 

bl otg ls iSnkokj esa Hkkjh fofoèkrk ikbZ 
tkrh FkhA 
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New crops from different parts of the 
world reached the Indian subcontinent  

nqfu;k osQ vyx&vyx fgLlks a ls dbZ u;h I+kQlysa 
Hkkjrh; miegk}hi igq¡phaA 

Mughal state also encouraged 
peasants to cultivate such crops 

eqX+ky jkT; Hkh fdlkuks a dks ,slh I+kQlyks a dh 
[ksrh djus osQ fy, c<+kok nsrk FkkA  
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Maize introduced into India via 
Africa and Spain 

eDdk Hkkjr esa vizQhdk vkSj LIksu osQ 
jkLrs vk;k 
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The Village Community 

xzkeh.k leqnk; 
Agricultural production involved 
the intensive participation and 
initiative of the peasantry.  

o`Qf"k mRiknu esa fdlkuks a dh iqj”kksj 
Hkkxhnkjh vkSj igy gksrh FkhA 

Peasants held their lands in 
individual ownership.  

fdlku dh viuh ”kehu ij O;fDrxr fefYd;r 
gksrh FkhA 
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At the same time they belonged to 
a collective village community  

os ,d lkewfgd xzkeh.k leqnk; dk fgLlk 
FksA 

There were three constituents of this 
community – the cultivators, the 
panchayat, and the village headman 
(muqaddam or mandal).  

bl leqnk; osQ rhu ?kVd Fks & [ksfrgj fdlku] 
iapk;r vkSj xk¡o dk eqf[k;k (eqO+kQíe ;k eaMy)A 
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Caste and the rural milieu 

tkfr vkSj xzkeh.k ekgkSy 

Deep inequities on the basis of caste and 
other castelike distinctions meant that 
the cultivators were a highly 
heterogeneous group. 

tkfr vkSj vU; tkfr tSls HksnHkkoks a dh otg ls 
[ksfrgj fdlku dbZ rjg osQ lewgks a esa c¡Vs FksA 
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Despite the abundance of 
cultivable land, certain caste 
groups were assigned menial 
tasks and thus relegated to 
poverty.  

gkyk¡fd [ksrh yk;d ”kehu dh deh ugha 
Fkh] fiQj Hkh oqQN tkfr osQ yksxks a dks 
fliZQ uhp le>s tkus okys dke gh fn, 
tkrs FksA bl rjg os X+kjhc jgus osQ fy, 
etcwj FksA 
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Such groups comprised a large 
section of the village population, 
had the least resources and were 
constrained by their position in 
the caste hierarchy,  

xk¡o dh vkcknh dk cgqr cM+k fgLlk ,sls 
gh lewgks a dk FkkA buosQ ikl lalkèku 
lcls de Fks vkSj ;s tkfr O;oLFkk dh 
ikcafn;ks a ls c¡èks FksA budh gkyr dekscs'k 
oSlh gh Fkh 
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Direct correlation between caste, 
poverty and social status at the 
lower strata of society 

lekt osQ fupys rcdksa esa tkfr] xjhch vkSj 
lkekftd gSfl;r osQ chp lhèkk fj'rk FkkA  
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 Corrupt mandals 

The mandals often misused their positions. They were 
principally accused of defrauding village accounts in connivance 
with the patwari, and for underassessing the revenue they owed 
from their own lands in order to pass the additional burden on to 
the smaller cultivator 

  Hkz"V eaMy 

eaMy vdlj vius vksgns dk X+kyr bLrseky djrs FksA eq[;r% mu ij ;s 
vkjksi Fkk fd os iVokjh osQ lkFk feydj fglkc&fdrkc esa gsjk&isQjh djrs 
Fks] vkSj ;g Hkh fd os viuh ”kehu ij dj dk vkdyu de djosQ] 
vfrfjDRk cks> NksVs fdlkuks a ij Mky nsrs FksA  



PEASANTS, ZAMINDARS AND THE STATE  
AGRARIAN SOCIETY AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRE  

(C. 16th  - 17th CENTURIES) 

fdlku] ”kehankj vkSj jkT; Ñf"k lekt 
vkSj eqX+ky lkezkT;  

(yxHkx lksygoha vkSj l=kgoha lnh) 
 

THEME 
EIGHT 

Panchayats and headmen 

iapk;rsa vkSj eqf[k;k 

Village panchayat was an assembly 
of elders, usually important people 
of the village with hereditary rights 
over their property.  

xk¡o dh iapk;r esa cq”kqxks ± dk tekoM+k gksrk 
FkkA vkerkSj ij os xk¡o osQ egÙoiw.kZ yksx 
gqvk djrs Fks ftuosQ ikl viuh laifÙk osQ 
iq'rSuh vfèkdkj gksrs FksA 



PEASANTS, ZAMINDARS AND THE STATE  
AGRARIAN SOCIETY AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRE  

(C. 16th  - 17th CENTURIES) 

fdlku] ”kehankj vkSj jkT; Ñf"k lekt 
vkSj eqX+ky lkezkT;  

(yxHkx lksygoha vkSj l=kgoha lnh) 
 

THEME 
EIGHT 

In mixed-caste villages, the 
panchayat was usually a 
heterogeneous body  

ftu xk¡oks a esa dbZ tkfr;ks a osQ yksx jgrs Fks] 
ogk¡ vdlj iapk;r esa Hkh fofoèkrk ikbZ 
tkrh FkhA 

Decisions made by these 
panchayats were binding on the 
members.  

iapk;r dk I+k SQlyk xk¡o esa lcdks ekuuk 
iM+rk FkkA 
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Panchayat was headed by a 
headman known as muqaddam or 
mandal  

iapk;r dk ljnkj ,d eqf[k;k gksrk Fkk ftls 
eqO+kQíe ;k eaMy dgrs FksA 

Chief function of the headman was 
to supervise the preparation of 
village accounts 

xk¡o osQ vkenuh o [kpsZ dk fglkc&fdrkc 
viuh fuxjkuh esa cuokuk eqf[k;k dk eq[; 
dke Fkk 
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The panchayat derived its funds 
from contributions made by 
individuals to a common 
financial pool.  

iapk;r dk [kpkZ xk¡o osQ ml vke 
[+ktkus ls pyrk Fkk ftlesa gj O;fDr 
viuk ;ksxnku nsrk FkkA 
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Panchayat was to ensure that caste 
boundaries among the various 
communities inhabiting the village 
were upheld.  

iapk;r dk ,d cM+k dke ;g rlYyh djuk Fkk 
fd xk¡o esa jgus okys vyx&vyx leqnk;ks a osQ 
yksx viuh tkfr dh gnks a osQ vanj jgasA 
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Panchayats also had the authority to 
levy fines and inflict more serious 
forms of punishment  

iapk;rks a dks tqekZuk yxkus tSls ”;knk xaHkhj naM 
nsus osQ vfèkdkj FksA  

Each caste or jati in the village had 
its own jati panchayat.  

xk¡o esa gj tkfr dh viuh iapk;r gksrh 
FkhA 
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Village panchayat as the court of 
appeal that would ensure that the 
state carried out its moral obligations 
and guaranteed justice 

xzke iapk;r dks bldh lquokbZ djuh pkfg, vkSj 
;g lqfuf'pr djuk pkfg, fd jkT; viuk 
uSfrd I+kQ”kZ vnk djs vkSj U;k; djsA 
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Decision of the panchayat in 
conflicts between “lower -caste” 
peasants and state officials or the 
local zamindar could vary from 
case to case  

¶fupyh tkfr¸ osQ fdlkuks a vkSj jkT; osQ 
vfèkdkfj;ks a ;k LFkkuh; ”kehankjks a osQ chp 
>xM+ka s esa iapk;r osQ I+k SQlys vyx&vyx 
ekeyks a esa vyx&vyx gks ldrs FksA 
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Village artisans 

xzkeh.k nLrdkj 

Elaborate relationship of exchange 
between different producers.  

yksxks a osQ chp iSQys ysu&nsu osQ fj'rs xk¡o 
dk ,d vkSj jkspd igyw FkkA 
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Distinction between artisans and 
peasants in village society was a 
fluid one, as many groups 
performed the tasks of both.  

dHkh&dHkh fdlkuks a vkSj nLrkdkjks a osQ chp 
I+kQoZQ djuk eqf'dy gksrk Fkk D;ks afd dbZ ,sls 
lewg Fks tks nksuks a fdLe osQ dke djrs FksA 
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Phases in the agricultural calendar 
when there was a relative lull in 
activity, as between sowing and 
weeding or between weeding and 
harvesting, were a time when 
cultivators could engage in 
artisanal production. 

mu eghuks a esa tc muosQ ikl [ksrh osQ dke 
ls I+k qQjlr gksrhµtSls fd cqvkbZ vkSj lqgkbZ 
osQ chp ;k lqgkbZ vkSj dVkbZ osQ chpµml 
le; ;s [ksfrgj nLrdkjh dk dke djrs FksA  
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Village artisans provided 
specialised services in return for 
which they were compensated by 
villagers by a variety of means. 

xzkeh.k nLrdkj Hkh viuh lsok,¡ xk¡o osQ 
yksxks a dks nsrs Fks ftlosQ cnys xk¡o okys mUgsa 
vyx&vyx rjhO+kQks a ls mu lsokvks a dh 
vnk;xh djrs FksA  



PEASANTS, ZAMINDARS AND THE STATE  
AGRARIAN SOCIETY AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRE  

(C. 16th  - 17th CENTURIES) 

fdlku] ”kehankj vkSj jkT; Ñf"k lekt 
vkSj eqX+ky lkezkT;  

(yxHkx lksygoha vkSj l=kgoha lnh) 
 

THEME 
EIGHT 

Giving them a share of the harvest, 
or an allotment of land 

mUgsa I+kQly dk ,d fgLlk ns fn;k tkrk Fkk 
;k fIkQj xk¡o dh ”kehu dk ,d VqdM+k] 



PEASANTS, ZAMINDARS AND THE STATE  
AGRARIAN SOCIETY AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRE  

(C. 16th  - 17th CENTURIES) 

fdlku] ”kehankj vkSj jkT; Ñf"k lekt 
vkSj eqX+ky lkezkT;  

(yxHkx lksygoha vkSj l=kgoha lnh) 
 

THEME 
EIGHT 

Artisans and individual peasant 
households entered into a mutually 
negotiated system of remuneration, 
most of the time goods for services. 

nLrdkj vkSj gjsd [ksfrgj ifjokj ijLij 
ckrphr djosQ vnk;xh oQh fdlh ,d 
O;oLFkk ij jk”kh gksrs FksA ,sls esa vkerkSj ij 
oLrqvks a vkSj lsokvks a dk fofue; gksrk FkkA  
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A “little republic”? 

,d ¶NksVk x.kjkT;¸\ 

British officials saw the village as a 
“little republic” made up of 
fraternal partners sharing 
resources and labour in a 
collective. 

vaxzs”k vI+kQljks a us Hkkjrh; xk¡oks a dks ,d ,sls 
¶NksVs x.kjkT;¸ osQ :i esa ns[kk tgk¡ yksx 
lkewfgd Lrj ij HkkbZpkjs osQ lkFk lalkèkuks a 
vkSj Je dk c¡Vokjk djrs FksA 
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individual ownership of assets and 
deep inequities based on caste and 
gender distinctions 

laifÙk dh O;fDRkxr fefYd;r gksrh Fkh] lkFk 
gh tkfr vkSj tsaMj (lkekftd ¯yx) osQ uke 
ij lekt esa xgjh fo"kerk,¡ FkhaA 
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Powerful individuals decided the 
affairs of the village, exploited the 
weaker sections and had the 
authority to dispense justice 

rkdroj yksx xk¡o osQ elyksa ij I+k SQlys ysrs 
Fks vkSj de”kksj oxks ± dk 'kks"k.k djrs FksA 
U;k; djus dk vfèkdkj Hkh mUgha dks feyk 
gqvk FkkA 
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Revenue was assessed and 
collected in cash. 

dj dh x.kuk vkSj olwyh Hkh udn esa 
dh tkrh FkhA  
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 Money in the village 

The seventeenth-century French traveller Jean-Baptiste Tavernier found it remarkable that 
in “India a village must be very small indeed if it has not a moneychanger called a Shroff. 
(They) act as bankers to make remittances of money (and who) enhance the rupee as they 
please for paisa and the paisa for these (cowrie) shells” 

 xk¡o esa eqnzk 

l=kgoha lnh esa izQkalhlh ;k=kh ”;ka cSfIVLV rSo£u;j dks ;g ckr mYys[kuh; yxh fd ¶Hkkjr esa 
os xk¡o cgqr gh NksVs dgs tk,¡xs ftuesa eqnzk dh IksQj cny djus okys] ftUgsa ljkI+kQ dgrs gSa] u 
gks aA ,d cSadj dh rjg ljkI+kQ gokyk Hkqxrku djrs gSa (vkSj) viuh e”khZ osQ eqrkfcd iSls osQ 
eqdkcys #i;s dh dher c<+k nsrs gSa vkSj dkSfM+;ks a osQ eqdkcys iSls dhA  
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Women in Agrarian Society 

o`Qf"k lekt esa efgyk,¡ 

Men tilled and ploughed, while 
women sowed, weeded, threshed 
and winnowed the harvest  

enZ [ksr tksrrs Fks o gy pykrs Fks vkSj 
efgyk,¡ cqvkbZ] fujkbZ vkSj dVkbZ osQ 
lkFk&lkFk ioQh gqbZ I+kQly dk nkuk fudkyus 
dk dke djrh FkhaA 
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Basis of production was the labour and resources of the entire 
household.  

?kj&ifjokj osQ lalkèku vkSj Je] mRiknu dh cqfu;kn cusA 



PEASANTS, ZAMINDARS AND THE STATE  
AGRARIAN SOCIETY AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRE  

(C. 16th  - 17th CENTURIES) 

fdlku] ”kehankj vkSj jkT; Ñf"k lekt 
vkSj eqX+ky lkezkT;  

(yxHkx lksygoha vkSj l=kgoha lnh) 
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Artisanal tasks such as spinning yarn, 
sifting and kneading clay for pottery, and 
embroidery were among the many 
aspects of production dependent on 
female labour. 

lwr dkrus] cjru cukus osQ fy, feV~Vh dks lkI+kQ 
djus vkSj xw¡/us] vkSj diM+ks a ij d<+kbZ tSls 
nLrdkjh osQ dke mRiknu osQ ,sls igyw Fks tks 
efgykvks a osQ Je ij fuHkZj FksA  



PEASANTS, ZAMINDARS AND THE STATE  
AGRARIAN SOCIETY AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRE  

(C. 16th  - 17th CENTURIES) 

fdlku] ”kehankj vkSj jkT; Ñf"k lekt 
vkSj eqX+ky lkezkT;  

(yxHkx lksygoha vkSj l=kgoha lnh) 
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Peasant and artisan women worked 
not only in the fields, but even went 
to the houses of their employers or 
to the markets  

fdlku vkSj nLrdkj efgyk,¡ u flI+kZQ [ksrks a 
esa dke djrh Fkha cfYd fu;ksDrkvks a osQ ?kjks a 
ij Hkh tkrh Fkha vkSj ck”kkjks a esa HkhA 
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Women were considered an 
important resource in agrarian 
society also because they were child 
bearers in a society dependent on 
labour.  

pw¡fd lekt Je ij fuHkZj Fkk] blfy, cPps 
iSnk djus dh viuh O+kQkfcfy;r dh otg ls 
efgykvks a dks egÙoiw.kZ lalkèku osQ :i esa 
ns[kk tkrk FkkA 
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high mortality rates among women – owing to malnutrition, 
frequent pregnancies, death during childbirth – often meant a 
shortage of wives. This led to the emergence of social customs 
in peasant and artisan communities that were distinct from 
those prevalent among elite groups. Marriages in many rural 
communities required the payment of bride-price rather than 
dowry to the bride’s family.  

'kknh&'kqnk efgykvksa dh deh Fkh D;ks afd oqQiks"k.k] ckj&ckj ek¡ cuus vkSj 
izlo osQ oD+ r ekSr dh otg ls efgykvksa es a e`R;qnj cgqr ”;knk FkkA 
blls fdlku vkSj nLrdkj lekt esa ,sls lkekftd fjokt iSnk gq, tks 
laHkzk ar lewgks a ls cgqr vyx FksA dbZ xzkeh.k laiznk;ks a es a 'kknh osQ fy, 
^^nqygu dh dher** vnk djus dh ”k:jr gksrh Fkh] u fd ngst dhA 
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Household was headed by a male. 
Thus women were kept under strict 
control by the male members of the 
family and the community.  

?kj dk eqf[k;k enZ gksrk FkkA bl rjg efgyk 
ij ifjokj vkSj leqnk; osQ enks ± }kjk iqj”kksj 
dkcw j[kk tkrk FkkA 

Women had the right to inherit 
property. 

efgykvks a dks iq'rSuh laifÙk dk go+Q 
feyk gqvk FkkA 
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Forests and Tribes : Beyond settled villages 

taxy vkSj dchys % cls gq, xk¡oks a osQ ijs 

Dense forest (jangal) or scrubland (kharbandi) – 
existed all over eastern India, central India, 
northern India Jharkhand,   peninsular India 
down the Western Ghats Deccan plateau  

fo'kky fgLls taxy ;k >kfM+;ks a ([kjcanh) ls f?kjs FksA ,sls 
bykosQ >kj[kaM lfgr iwjs iwohZ Hkkjr] eè; Hkkjr] mÙkjh {ks=k 
nf{k.kh Hkkjr dk if'peh ?kkV vkSj nDdu osQ iBkjks a es a IkSQys gq, 
FksA 
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Forest dwellers were termed 
jangli 

taxy esa jgus okyks a osQ fy, taxyh 
'kCn dk bLrseky djrh gSA 

The term described those whose 
livelihood came from the gathering of 
forest produce, hunting and shifting 
agriculture.  

bl 'kCn dk bLrseky ,sls yksxks a osQ fy, gksrk Fkk 
ftudk xq”kkjk taxy osQ mRiknks a] f'kdkj vkSj 
LFkkukarjh; [ksrh ls gksrk FkkA 
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Inroads into forests 

taxyks a esa ?kqliSB 

The hunt was a subject 
frequently painted by court 
artists 

njckjh dykdkjks a osQ fp=kks a esa f'kdkj dk 
fo"k; ckj&ckj vkrk FkkA 
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 Clearance of forests for agricultural settlements 

This is an excerpt from a sixteenth-century Bengali 
poem, Chandimangala, composed by Mukundaram 
Chakrabarti. The hero of the poem, Kalaketu, set up a 
kingdom by clearing forests:  

 Ñf"k cfLr;ks a osQ fy, taxyks a dk lI+kQk;k 

;g lksygoha lnh esa eqoaqQnjke pØorhZ dh fy[kh ,d caxkyh 
dfork paMheaxy dk ,d va'k gSA dfork osQ uk;d] dkyosQrq us 
taxy [kkyh djok osQ] ,d lkezkT; dh LFkkiuk dh %  
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Hearing the news, outsiders came from various lands.  

Kalaketu then bought and distributed among them 

Heavy knives, axes, battle-axes and pikes.  

From the north came the Das (people)  

One hundred of them advanced. 

[+kcj feyrs gh] ijnslh vkus yxs reke txgks a lsA  

fiQj dkyosQrq us [+kjhn dj ck¡Vs muesa  

Hkkjh Hkjde pkowQ] oqQYgkM+h] vkSj Hkkys&cjNsA  

mÙkj ls vk, nkl  

lSdM+ks a meM+rs gq,A  
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They were struck with wonder on seeing 
Kalaketu  

Who distributed betel-nut to each of them.  

From the south came the harvesters  

Five hundred of them under one organiser.  

From the west came Zafar Mian,  

Together with twenty-two thousand men. 

gq, pfdr ns[kdj dkyosQrq dks  

ftlus nh lqikjh ,d&,d dksA  

nfD[ku ls vk, I+kQly dVkbZ okys  

,d m|eh osQ lkFk ik¡p lkSA  

if'pe ls vk;k ”kI+kQj fe;k¡  

lkFk esa ckbZl g”kkj yksxA 
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Sulaimani beads in their hands  
They chanted the names of their pir and 
paighambar (Prophet).  
Having cleared the forest  
They established markets 

gkFkks a esa lqysekuh eksrh dh ekyk  

tirs gq, ihj vks iSX+kEcj dk ukeA  

taxyks a dks gVkus osQ ckn  

mUgks aus clk, ck”kkjA 
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Hundreds and hundreds of foreigners  
Ate and entered the forest.  
Hearing the sound of the axe,  
Tigers became apprehensive and ran away, 
roaring 

lSdM+ks a lSdM+ks a dh rknkn esa fcnslh  

taxyks a dks (tSls) [kk fy,] vkSj ?kql vk, ogk¡A  

oqQYgkfM+;ks a dh vkok”k lqudj  

'ksj Mj x, vkSj ngkM+rs gq, Hkkx fudysA 
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Pargana was an administrative 
subdivision of a Mughal province. 

ijxuk eqX+ky izkarks a esa ,d iz'kklfud 
izeaMy FkkA 

Peshkash was a form of tribute 
collected by the Mughal state. 

is'kd'k eqX+ky jkT; osQ }kjk yh tkus okyh 
,d rjg dh Hks aV FkhA 
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 Trade between the hill tribes and the plains, c. 1595 

This is how Abu’l Fazl describes the transactions 
between the hill tribes and the plains in the suba of 
Awadh (part of present-day Uttar Pradesh): 

 igkM+h dchyks a vkSj eSnkuks a osQ chp O;kikj] yxHkx 1595 

voèk lwcs (vkt osQ mÙkj izns'k dk fgLlk) osQ eSnkuh bykdksa 
vkSj igkM+h dchyksa osQ chp gksus okys ysu&nsu osQ ckjs es a vcqy 
I+kQ”y us oqQN bl rjg fy[kk gS% 
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From the northern mountains quantities of goods are carried on 
the backs of men, of stout ponies and of goats, such as gold, 
copper, lead, musk, tails of the kutas cow (the yak), honey, chuk 
(an acid composed of orange juice and lemon boiled together), 
pomegranate seed, ginger, long pepper, majith (a plant producing a 
red dye) root,  

mÙkj osQ igkM+ks a ls balkuks a] eksVs&eksVs ?kksM+ks a vkSj cdjks a dh ihB ij ykndj 
cs'kqekj lkeku ys tk, tkrs gSa] tSls fd lksuk] rk¡ck] 'kh'kk] dLrwjh] lqjkxk; 
(;kd) dh iw¡N] 'kgn] pqd (larjs osQ jl vkSj uhacw osQ jl dks lkFk 
mckydj cuk;k tkus okyk ,d vEy)] vukj nkuk] vnj[k] yach fepZ] ethB 
(ftlls yky jax cuk;k tkrk gS) dh tM+s 
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borax, zedoary (a root resembling turmeric), wax, woollen stuffs, 
wooden ware, hawks, falcons, black falcons, merlins (a kind of 
bird), and other articles. In exchange they carry back white and 
coloured cloths, amber, salt, asafoetida, ornaments, glass and 
earthen ware.  

lqgkxk] ”knokj (gYnh tSlh ,d tM+)] ekse] mQuh diM+s] ydM+h osQ lkeku] 
phy] ck”k] dkys ck”k] efyZu (ck”k i{kh dh gh ,d fdLe)] vkSj vU; 
oLrq,¡A blosQ cnys] os lI+ksQn vkSj jaxhu diM+s] dg#ck (,d ihyk&Hkwjk èkkrq 
ftlls xgus cuk, tkrs Fks)] ued] ghax] xgus vkSj 'kh'ks o feV~Vh osQ cjru 
okfil ys tkrs gSaA 
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Commercial agriculture  

okf.kfT;d [ksrh 

Forest products – like honey, 
beeswax and gum lac – were in 
great demand.  

taxy osQ mRiknµtSls 'kgn] eèkqekse vkSj 
ykd dh cgqr ek¡x FkhA 
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“big men” of the village community, 
tribes also had their chieftains.  

dchyksa osQ Hkh ljnkj gksrs Fks] cgqr oqQN xzkeh.k 
leqnk; osQ ^^cM+s vknfe;ks a** dh rjgA 

Elephants were also captured 
and sold.  

gkFkh Hkh idM+s vkSj csps tkrs FksA 
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tribal chiefs had become zamindars, 
some even became kings.  

dbZ dchyks a osQ ljnkj ”kehankj cu x,- oqQN rks 
jktk Hkh gks x;sA 

For this they required to build up an army. They 
recruited people from their lineage groups or 
demanded that their fraternity provide military 
service  

,sls esa mUgsa lsuk [kM+h djus dh ”k:jr gqbZA mUgks aus vius gh 
[kkunku osQ yksxks a dks lsuk esa HkrhZ fd;k_ ;k fiQj vius gh 
HkkbZ&caèkqvks a ls lSU; lsok dh ek¡x dhA 
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War was a common occurrence.  

;qn~/ ,d vke ?kVuk FkhA  
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Class of people in the countryside that 
lived off agriculture but did not 
participate directly in the processes of 
agricultural production 

xk¡oks a es a jgus okys ,d ,sls rcosQ dh ckr u djsa 
ftudh dekbZ rks [ksrh ls vkrh Fkh ysfdu  o`Qf"k 
mRiknu esa lhèks fgLlsnkjh ugha djrs FksA  

 The Zamindars 

”kehankj 
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THEME 
EIGHT 

These were the zamindars who 
were landed proprietors who also 
enjoyed certain social and 
economic privileges by virtue of 
their superior status in rural 
society 

;s ”kehankj Fks tks viuh ”kehu osQ ekfyd 
gksrs Fks vkSj ftUgsa xzkeh.k lekt esa Å¡ph 
gSfl;r dh otg ls oqQN [kkl lkekftd 
vkSj vkfFkZd lqfoèkk,¡ feyh gqbZ FkhaA  
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Caste was one factor that 
accounted for the elevated status 
of zamindars; another factor was 
that they performed certain 
services (khidmat) for the state.  

”kehankjks a dh c<+h gqbZ gSfl;r osQ ihNs ,d 
dkj.k tkfr Fkk_ nwljk dkj.k ;g Fkk fd 
os yksx jkT; dks oqQN [kkl fdLe dh 
lsok,¡ (f[+kner) nsrs FksA  
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Zamindars held extensive 
personal lands termed milkiyat, 
meaning property 

”kehankjks a dh le`f¼ dh otg Fkh mudh 
foLr`r O;fDrxr ”kehuA 

Zamindars could sell, bequeath or 
mortgage these lands at will. 

”kehankj viuh e”khZ osQ eqrkfcd bu ”kehauks a 
dks csp ldrs Fks] fdlh vkSj osQ uke dj 
ldrs Fks ;k mUgsa fxjoh j[k ldrs FksA  
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THEME 
EIGHT 

Collect revenue on behalf of the 
state, a service for which they 
were compensated financially 

jkT; dh vksj ls dj olwy dj ldrs 
FksA blosQ cnys mUgsa foÙkh; eqvko”kk 
feyrk FkkA 

Control over military 
resources 

lSfud lalkèku mudh rkdr dk ,d 
vkSj ”kfj;k FkkA 
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Dispossession of weaker people 
by a powerful military chieftain 
was quite often a way of 
expanding a zamindari.  

”kehankjh iSQykus dk ,d rjho+Qk Fkk 
rkdroj lSfud ljnkjks a }kjk de”kksj 
yksxks a dks csn[ky djukA 
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Colonisation of new lands, by 
transfer of rights, by order of 
the state and by purchase. 

u;h ”kehuks a dks clkdj (taxy&ckjh)] 
vfèkdkjks a osQ gLrkarj.k osQ ”kfj;s] jkT; 
osQ vkns'k ls] ;k fiQj [kjhn djA 

Consolidation of clan- or 
lineage-based zamindaris. 

”kehankfj;ks a dks iq[rk gksus dk ekSdk 
fn;kA  
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PEASANTS, ZAMINDARS AND THE STATE 
AGRARIAN SOCIETY AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRE (C. 

SIXTEENTH- SEVENTEENTH CENTURIES) 

fdlku] ”kehankj vkSj jkT; Ñf"k lekt 
vkSj eqX+ky lkezkT; (yxHkx lksygoha 

vkSj l=kgoha lnh) 

THEME 
EIGHT 

Zamindars spearheaded the 
colonisation of agricultural 
land, and helped in settling 
cultivators by providing them 
with the means of cultivation 

”kehankjks a us [ksrh yk;d ”kehauks a dks 
clkus esa vxqvkbZ dh vkSj [ksfrgjks a dks 
[ksrh osQ lktks&lkeku o mèkkj nsdj 
mUgsa ogk¡ clus esa Hkh enn dhA  
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Zamindars often established markets 
(haats) to which peasants also came to 
sell their produce. 

”kehankj vdlj ck”kkj (gkV) LFkkfir djrs Fks tgk¡ 
fdlku Hkh viuh I+kQlysa cspus vkrs FksA  

Doubt that zamindars were an 
exploitative class 

blesa dksbZ 'kd ugha fd ”kehankj 
'kks"k.k djus okyk rcdk Fkk 
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THEME 
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Two aspects : First, the bhakti 
saints, did not portray the 
zamindars as exploiters or 
oppressors of the peasantry. 

nks igyw % ,d rks ;s fd HkfDr larks a us 
”kehankjks a dks  fdlkuks a osQ 'kks"kd ;k 
mu ij vR;kpkj djus okys osQ :i esa 
ugha fn[kk;kA  
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THEME 
EIGHT 

Second, large number of 
agrarian uprisings zamindars 
often received the support of 
the peasantry in their struggle 
against the state  

nwljs] Hkkjh la[;k esa o`Qf"k fonzksg gq, A 
jkT; osQ f[+kykI+kQ ”kehankjks a dks vdlj 
fdlkuks a dk leFkZu feykA 
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THEME 
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Land Revenue System 

Hkw&jktLo iz.kkyh 

Revenue from the land was the 
economic mainstay of the 
Mughal Empire.  

”kehu ls feyus okyk jktLo eqX+ky 
lkezkT; dh vkfFkZd cqfu;kn FkhA 
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THEME 
EIGHT 

To ensure control over agricultural 
production, and to fix and collect 
revenue from across the length 
and breadth of the rapidly 
expanding empire. 

o`Qf"k mRiknu ij fu;a=k.k j[kus osQ fy, 
vkSj jktLo vkdyu o olwyh osQ fy, ;g 
”k:jh Fkk fd jkT; ,d iz'kklfud ra=k 
[kM+k djsA 
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Office (daftar) of the diwan who 
was responsible for supervising 
the fiscal system of the empire  

nhoku] ftlosQ nÝ+rj ij iwjs jkT; dh 
foÙkh; O;oLFkk osQ ns[k&js[k dh f”kEesnkjh 
Fkh 
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Revenue officials and record 
keepers penetrated the agricultural 
domain and became a decisive agent 
in shaping agrarian relations.  

fglkc j[kus okys vkSj jktLo vfèkdkjh [ksrh 
dh nqfu;k esa nkf[ky gq, vkSj o`Qf"k lacaèkks a dks 
'kDy nsus esa ,d fu.kkZ;d rkdr osQ :i esa 
mHkjsA 
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The jama was the amount 
assessed, as opposed to hasil, 
the amount collected.  

tek fuèkkZfjr jO+kQe Fkh vkSj gkfly 
lpeqp olwyh xbZ jO+kQeA 

land revenue arrangements 
consisted of two stages – first, 
assessment and then actual 
collection.  

Hkw&jktLo osQ bar”kkekr esa nks pj.k Fks 
% igyk] dj fuèkkZj.k vkSj nwljk] 
okLrfod olwyhA 
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Amil-guzar or revenue collector, 
Akbar decreed that while he 
should strive to make cultivators 
pay in cash, the option of payment 
in kind was also to be kept open.  

vehy&xq”kkj ;k jktLo olwyh djus okys 
osQ dkeks a dh lwph esa vdcj us ;g gqDe 
fn;k fd tgk¡ mls (vehy&xq”kkj dks) 
dksf'k'k djuh pkfg, fd [ksfrgj uO+kQn 
Hkqxrku djs] ogha I+kQlyks a esa Hkqxrku dk 
fodYi Hkh [kqyk jgsA 
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Both cultivated and cultivable 
lands were measured in each 
province  

gj izkar esa tqrh gqbZ ”kehu vkSj tksrus 
yk;d ”kehu nksuks a dh uikbZ dh xbZA 

Aurangzeb expressly instructed his revenue 
officials to prepare annual records of the 
number of cultivators in each village  

vkSjax”ksc us vius jktLo deZpkfj;ks a dks Li"V funsZ'k fn;k 
fd gj xk¡o esa [ksfrgjks a dh la[;k dk lkykuk fglkc j[kk 
tk, 
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 Classification of lands under Akbar  

The following is a listing of criteria of classification 
excerpted from the Ain: The Emperor Akbar in his 
profound sagacity classified the lands and fixed a 
different revenue to be paid by each. 

 vdcj osQ 'kklu esa Hkwfe dk oxhZdj.k 

vkbu esa oxhZdj.k osQ ekinaM dh fuEufyf[kr lwph nh xbZ gS% 
vdcj ckn'kkg us viuh xgjh nwjnf'kZrk osQ lkFk ”kehauks a dk 
oxhZdj.k fd;k vkSj gjsd (oxZ dh ”kehu) osQ fy, vyx&vyx 
jktLo fuèkkZfjr fd;kA 
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Polaj is land which is annually cultivated for each crop in 
succession and is never allowed to lie fallow. Parauti is 
land left out of cultivation for a time that it may recover 
its strength. Chachar is land that has lain fallow for three 
or four years. 

iksyt og ”kehu gS ftlesa ,d osQ ckn ,d gj I+kQly dh lkykuk 
[ksrh gksrh gS vkSj ftls dHkh [kkyh ugha NksM+k tkrk gSA ijkSrh og 
”kehu gS ftl ij oqQN fnuks a osQ fy, [skrh jksd nh tkrh gS rkfd 
og viuh [kks;h rkdr okil ik losQA ppj og ”kehu gS tks rhu 
;k pkj o"kks ± rd [kkyh jgrh gSA 
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Banjar is land uncultivated for five years and more. Of 
the first two kinds of land, there are three classes, good, 
middling, and bad. They add together the produce of 
each sort, and the third of this represents the medium 
produce, one-third part of which is exacted as the Royal 
dues.  

catj og ”kehu gS ftl ij ik¡p ;k mlls ”;knk o"kks ± ls [ksrh 
ugha dh xbZ gksA igys nks izdkj oQh ”kehu dh rhu fdLesa gSa] 
vPNh] eè;e vkSj [kjkcA os gj fdLe dh ”kehu osQ mRikn dks 
tksM+ nsrs gSa] vkSj bldk rhljk fgLlk eè;e mRikn ekuk tkrk gS] 
ftldk ,d&frgkbZ fgLlk 'kkgh 'kqYd ekuk tkrk gSA 
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Amin was an official responsible 
for ensuring that imperial 
regulations were carried out in the 
provinces.  

vehu ,d eqykf”ke Fkk ftldh f”kEesokjh 
;g lqfuf'pr djuk Fkk fd izkarks a esa 
jktdh; fu;e dkuwuks a dk ikyu gks jgk gSA 
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The mansabdari system  

The Mughal administrative system had at 
its apex a militarycum-bureaucratic 
apparatus (mansabdari) which was 
responsible for looking after the civil and 
military affairs of the state.  

eulcnkjh O;oLFkk  

eqX+ky iz'kklfud O;oLFkk osQ 'kh"kZ ij ,d 
lSfud&ukSdj'kkgh ra=k (eulcnkjh) Fkk ftl ij jkT; 
osQ lSfud o ukxfjd ekeyks a dh f”kEesnkjh FkhA 
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Some mansabdars were paid in cash 
(naqdi), while the majority of them were 
paid through assignments of revenue 
(jagirs) in different regions of the empire. 
They were transferred periodically  

oqQN eulcnkjks a dks uO+kQnh Hkqxrku fd;k tkrk Fkk] tc 
fd muesa ls ”;knkrj dks lkezkT; osQ vyx&vyx 
fgLlks a esa jktLo osQ vkcaVu osQ ”kfj;s Hkqxrku fd;k 
tkrk FkkA le;&le; ij mudk rcknyk fd;k tkrk 
FkkA 
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Cash or kind?  

The Ain on land revenue collection: Let him (the 
amil-guzar) not make it a practice of taking only 
in cash but also in kind. The latter is effected in 
several ways.  

 uO+kQn ;k thUl \  

vkbu ls ;g ,d vkSj vuqPNsn gS% vehy&xq”kkj flI+kZQ uO+kQn 
ysus dh vknr u Mkys cfYd I+kQly Hkh ysus osQ fy, rS;kj 
jgsA ;g ckn okyk rjhO+kQk dbZ rjg ls dke esa yk;k tk 
ldrk gSA 
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First, kankut : in the Hindi language kan signifies grain, 
and kut, estimates … If any doubts arise, the crops should 
be cut and estimated in three lots, the good, the middling, 
and the inferior, and the hesitation removed. Often, too, 
the land taken by appraisement, gives a sufficiently 
accurate return.  

igyk] d.koqQr% ¯gnh ”kqcku esa d.k dk eryc gS] vukt] vkSj 
oqQr] vank”kk ------ vxj dksbZ 'kd gks] rks I+kQly dks rhu 
vyx&vyx iqfyanks a es a dkVuk pkfg,µ vPNk] eè;e vkSj cnrj] 
vkSj bl rjg 'kd nwj djuk pkfg,A vdlj vank”k ls fd;k x;k 
”kehu dk vkdyu Hkh i;kZIr :i ls lgh urhtk nsrk gSA 
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Secondly, batai, also called bhaoli, the crops are reaped 
and stacked and divided by agreement in the presence 
of the parties. But in this case several intelligent 
inspectors are required; otherwise, the evil-minded and 
false are given to deception.  

nwljk] cVkbZ ftls Hkkvksyh Hkh dgrs gSa (esa)] I+kQly dkV dj tek 
dj ysrs gSa] vkSj fI+kQj lHkh i{kks a dh ekStwnxh esa o j”kkeanh esa c¡Vokjk 
djrs gSaA ysfdu blesa dbZ le>nkj fujh{kdks a dh ”k:jr iM+rh gS_ 
oukZ nq"V&cqf¼ vkSj eDdkj èkks[ksck”kh dh uh;r j[krs gSaA 



PEASANTS, ZAMINDARS AND THE STATE  
AGRARIAN SOCIETY AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRE  

(C. 16th  - 17th CENTURIES) 

fdlku] ”kehankj vkSj jkT; Ñf"k lekt 
vkSj eqX+ky lkezkT;  

(yxHkx lksygoha vkSj l=kgoha lnh) 
 

THEME 
EIGHT 

Thirdly, khet-batai, when they divide the fields after 
they are sown. Fourthly, lang batai , after cutting the 
grain, they form it in heaps and divide it among 
themselves, and each takes his share home and turns it 
to profit.  

rhljs] [ksr cVkbZ tc os cht cksus osQ ckn [ksr ck¡V ysrs gSaA pkSFks] 
yk¡x cVkbZ_ I+kQly dkVus osQ ckn] os mldk <sj cuk ysrs gSa vkSj fIkQj 
mls vius esa ck¡V ysrs gSa] vkSj gjsd (i{k) viuk fgLlk ?kj ys tkrk 
gS vkSj mlls equkI+kQk dekrk gSA  
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The jama 

This is an excerpt from Aurangzeb’s order to his 
revenue official, 1665:  

 tek 

1665 bZ- esa vius jktLo vfèkdkjh dks vkSjax”ksc osQ }kjk fn;s 
x, gqD+e dk ,d va'k % 
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He should direct the amins of the parganas that they should 
discover the actual conditions of cultivation (maujudat), village 
by village, peasant-wise (asamiwar), and after minute scrutiny, 
assess the jama, keeping in view the financial interests 
(kifayat) of the government, and the welfare of the peasantry 

os ijxukvks a osQ vehuks a dks funsZ'k nsa fd os gj xk¡o] gj fdlku (vklkehokj) 
osQ ckor [ksrh osQ ekStwnk gkykr (ekStwnkr) irk djsa] vkSj ckjhdh ls mudh 
tk¡p djus osQ ckn ljdkj osQ foÙkh; fgrks a (fdI+kQk;r) o fdlkuks a osQ dY;k.k 
dks è;ku esa j[krs gq, tek fuèkkZfjr djsaA  
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The Flow of Silver 

pk¡nh dk cgko 

Mughal Empire was among the 
large territorial empires in Asia 

eqX+ky lkezkT; ,f'k;k osQ mu cM+s 
lkezkT;ks a esa ,d Fkk 
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Massive expansion of Asia’s (particularly 
India’s) trade with Europe.  

;wjksi osQ lkFk ,f'k;k osQ O;kikj esa Hkkjh foLrkj gqvkA  

Empires helped create vibrant 
networks of overland trade 
from China to the 
Mediterranean Sea.  

lkezkT;ks a dh jktuhfrd fLFkjrk us phu 
ls ysdj Hkweè; lkxj rd ”kehuh 
O;kikj dk thoar tky fcNkus esa enn 
dhA 
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This resulted in a greater 
geographical diversity of India’s 
overseas trade as well as an 
expansion in the commodity 
composition of this trade. 

bl otg ls Hkkjr osQ leqnz&ikj O;kikj esa 
,d vksj HkkSxksfyd fofoèkrk vkbZ rks nwljh 
vksj dbZ u;h oLrqvks a dk O;kikj Hkh 'kq: gks 
x;kA  
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Expanding trade brought in 
huge amounts of silver bullion 
into Asia to pay for goods 
procured from India, 

yxkrkj c<+rs lkFk] Hkkjr ls fu;kZr 
gksus okyh oLrqvks a dk Hkqxrku djus osQ 
fy, ,f'k;k esa Hkkjh ek=kk esa pk¡nh 
vkbZA  
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Good for India as it did not 
have natural resources of 
silver. 

;g Hkkjr osQ fy, vPNk Fkk D;ks afd 
;gk¡ pk¡nh osQ izkÑfrd lalk/u ugha FksA 
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Stability in the availability of metal 
currency, particularly the silver rupya in 
India. This facilitated an unprecedented 
expansion of minting of coins and the 
circulation of money in the economy as 
well as the ability of the Mughal state to 
extract taxes and revenue in cash. 

Hkkjr esa èkkrq eqnzkµ[kkl dj pk¡nh osQ #i;ks aµdh 
miyfCèk esa vPNh fLFkjrk cuh jghA blosQ lkFk gh 
,d rjI+kQ rks vFkZO;oLFkk esa eqnzk lapkj vkSj flDdksa 
dh <ykbZ esa vHkwriwoZ foLrkj gqvk] nwljh rjI+kQ eqX+ky 
jkT; dks udnh dj mxkgus esa vklkuh gqbZA 
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 How silver came to India 

This excerpt from Giovanni Careri’s account 
(based on Bernier’s account) gives an idea of the 
enormous amount of wealth that found its way 
into the Mughal Empire: 

 Hkkjr esa pk¡nh oSQls vkbZ\ 

tksokUuh dkjsjh osQ ys[k (cfuZ;j osQ ys[k ij vk/kfjr) osQ 
fuEufyf[kr va'k ls gesa irk pyrk gS fd eqx+y lkezkT; esa 
fdruh Hkkjh ek=kk esa ckgj ls /u vk jgk Fkk% 
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That the Reader may form some idea of the Wealth of this (Mughal) Empire, 
he is to observe that all the Gold and Silver, which circulates throughout 
the World at last Centres here. It is well known that as much of it comes 
out of America, after running through several Kingdoms of Europe, goes 
partly into Turky (Turkey), for several sorts of Commodities; and part into 
Persia, by the way of Smirna for Silk. 

(eqx+y) lkezkT; oQh /u&laifÙk dk vank”kk yxkus osQ fy, ikBd bl ckr ij xkSj djsa 
fd nqfu;k Hkj esa fcpjus okyk lkjk lksuk&pk¡nh vkf[kjdkj ;gha igq¡p tkrk gSA ;s lc 
tkurs gSa fd bldk cgqr cM+k fgLlk vesfjdk ls vkrk gS] vkSj ;wjksi osQ dbZ jkT;ks a ls 
gksrs gq,] (bldk) FkksM+k&lk fgLlk dbZ rjg dh oLrqvks a osQ fy, rqdhZ esa tkrk gS_ 
vkSj FkksM+k&lk fgLlk js'ke osQ fy, fLejuk gksrs gq, I+kQkjl igq¡prk gSA  
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Besides the Indian, Dutch, English, and Portuguese Ships, that 
every Year carry the Commodities of Indostan, to Pegu, Tanasserri 
(parts of Myanmar), Siam (Thailand), Ceylon (Sri Lanka) … the 
Maldive Islands, Mozambique and other Places, must of necessity 
convey much Gold and Silver thither, from those Countries.  

Hkkjrh; tgk”kks a osQ vykok tks Mp] vaxzs”kh vkSj iqrZxkyh tgk”k gj lky 
banksLrku dh oLrq,¡ ysdj isxw] rkuLlsjh (E;kaekj osQ fgLls)] L;ke 
(FkkbySaM)] lhyksu (Jhyadk)--- ekynho osQ Vkiw] eks”kkEchO+kQ vkSj vU; txgsa 
ys tkrs gSa] (bUgha tgk”kks a dks) fuf'pr rkSj ij cgqr lkjk lksuk&pk¡nh bu 
ns'kks a ls ysdj ogk¡ (fganqLrku) igq¡pkuk iM+rk gSA 
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All that the Dutch fetch from the Mines in Japan, 
sooner or later, goes to Indostan; and the goods 
carry’d hence into Europe, whether to France, 
England, or Portugal, are all purchas’d for ready Mony, 
which remains there. 

oks lc oqQN] tks Mp yksx tkiku dh [kkuks a ls gkfly djrs gSa] 
nsj&losj banksLrku (dks) pyk tkrk gS_ vkSj ;gk¡ ls ;wjksi dks 
tkus okyh lkjh oLrq,¡] pkgs oks izQkal tk,¡ ;k baXySaM ;k 
iqrZxky] lHkh udn esa [kjhnh tkrh gSa] tks (udn) ogha 
(fganqLrku esa) jg tkrk gSA 
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Ain-i Akbari was the culmination 
of a large historical, 
administrative project of 
classification undertaken by Abul 
Fazl at the order of Emperor 
Akbar. 

vkbu&,&vdcjh vk¡dM+ks a osQ oxhZdj.k osQ 
,d cgqr cM+s ,sfrgkfld vkSj iz'kklfud 
ifj;kstuk dk urhtk Fkh ftldk f”kEek 
ckn'kkg vdcj osQ gqDe ij vcqy I+kQ”y 
us mBk;k FkkA  
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Ain was part of a larger project of 
history writing commissioned by 
Akbar. This history, known as the 
Akbar Nama, comprised three 
books. 

vkbu bfrgkl fy[kus osQ ,d ,sls c`gÙkj 
ifj;kstuk dk fgLlk Fkh ftldh igy 
vdcj us dh FkhA bl ifj;kstuk dk 
ifj.kke Fkk vdcjukek ftls rhu ftYnks a esa 
jpk x;kA 
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First two provided a historical 
narrative 

igyh nks ftYnks a us ,sfrgkfld nkLrku is'k 
dhA  

Ain-i Akbari, the third book, was organised 
as a compendium of imperial regulations 
and a gazetteer of the empire.  

rhljh ftYn] vkbu&,&vdcjh] dks 'kkgh fu;e dkuwu osQ 
lkjka'k vkSj lkezkT; osQ ,d jkti=k dh lwjr esa ladfyr 
fd;k x;k FkkA  
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Ain gives detailed accounts of the 
organisation of the court, administration 
and army, the sources of revenue and the 
physical layout of the provinces of Akbar’s 
empire and the literary, cultural and 
religious traditions of the people. 

vkbu dbZ elyks a ij foLrkj ls ppkZ djrh gS % njckj] 
iz'kklu vkSj lsuk dk laxBu_ jktLo osQ lzksr vkSj vdcjh 
lkezkT; osQ izkarks a dk Hkwxksy_ vkSj yksxks a osQ lkfgfR;d] 
lkaLo`Qfrd o /kfeZd fjOkktA 
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informed the emperor about the 
varied and diverse customs and 
practices prevailing across his 
extensive territories. 

ckn'kkg dks lkezkT; osQ reke bykdks a esa 
izpfyr fjoktks a vkSj is'kks a dh tkudkjh nhA 

Ain is made up of five books (daftars) 

vkbu ik¡p Hkkxka s (nÝrj) dk ladyu gS  
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First three books describe the 
administration. 

igys rhu Hkkx iz'kklu dk fooj.k nsrs gSaA  

First book, called manzil-abadi, 
concerns the imperial household 
and its maintenance. 

eaf”ky&vkcknh osQ uke ls igyh fdrkc 
'kkgh ?kj&ifjokj vkSj mlosQ j[k&j[kko ls 
rkYyqd j[krh gSA  
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Second book, sipah-abadi, covers 
the military and civil 
administration and the 
establishment of servants. 

nwljk Hkkx] flig&vkcknh lSfud o ukxfjd 
iz'kklu vkSj ukSdjks a oQh O;oLFkk osQ ckjs es a 
gSA 



PEASANTS, ZAMINDARS AND THE STATE  
AGRARIAN SOCIETY AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRE  

(C. 16th  - 17th CENTURIES) 

fdlku] ”kehankj vkSj jkT; Ñf"k lekt 
vkSj eqX+ky lkezkT;  

(yxHkx lksygoha vkSj l=kgoha lnh) 
 

THEME 
EIGHT 

This section has detailed statistical information, which 
includes the geographic, topographic and economic 
profile of all subas and their administrative and fiscal 
divisions (sarkars, parganas and mahals), total 
measured area, and assessed revenue ( jama ). 

bl [kaM esa lkaf[;dh lwpuk,¡ rI+kQlhy ls nh xbZ gSa] ftlesa lwcks a vkSj muoQh 
reke iz'kklfud o foÙkh; bdkb;ks a (ljdkj] ijxuk vkSj egy) osQ 
HkkSxksfyd] LFkyko`Qfrd vkSj vkfFkZd js[kkfp=k Hkh 'kkfey gSaA blh [kaM esa gj 
izkar vkSj mldh vyx&vyx bdkb;ks a dh oqQy ekih xbZ ”kehu vkSj fuèkkZfjr 
jktLo (tek) Hkh nh xbZ gSaA 
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After setting out details at the suba 
level, the Ain goes on to give a 
detailed picture of the sarkars 
below the suba. 

lwck Lrj dh foLr`r tkudkjh nsus osQ ckn] 
vkbu gesa lwcks a osQ uhps dh bdkbZ ljdkjks a osQ 
ckjs esa foLrkj ls crkrh gSA 
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This it does in the form of tables, 
which have eight columns giving the 
following information: (1) 
parganat/mahal; (2) qila (forts); 

;s lwpuk,¡ rkfydkc¼ rjhosQ ls nh xbZ gSa] 
tgk¡ gj rkfydk esa vkB [+kkus gSa tks gesa 
fuEufyf[r lwpuk,¡ nsrs gSa % (1) 
ijxukr@egy_ (2) fo+Qyk_ 
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(3)vjk”kh vkSj tehu&,&ikbZewn (ekis x, 
bykosQ)_  

(4)udnh (uo+Qn fu/kZfjr jktLo)_  

(5)lq;wjX+ky (nku esa fn;k x;k jktLo 
vuqnku)_ 

(3) arazi and zamin-i paimuda 
(measured area);  

(4) naqdi, revenue assessed in cash;  

(5) suyurghal, grants of revenue in 
charity;  
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(6) zamindars; columns 7 and 8 
contain details of the castes of 
these zamindars, and their troops 
including their horsemen (sawar), 
foot-soldiers (piyada) and elephants 
(fil ).  

(6) ”kehankj_ [+kkus 7 vkSj 8 esa ”kehankjks a dh 
tkfr;k¡ vkSj muosQ ?kqM+lokj] iSny flikgh 
(I;knk) o gkFkh (I+kQhy) lfgr muosQ I+kQkSt 
dh tkudkjh nh xbZ gSA 
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The mulk-abadi gives a fascinating, 
detailed and highly complex view of 
agrarian society in northern India. 

eqYd&vkcknh mÙkj Hkkjr osQ o`Qf"k lekt dk 
foLr`r] vkd"kZd o isphnk fp=k is'k djrh gSA 
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The fourth and fifth books (daftars) 
deal with the religious, literary and 
cultural traditions of the people of 
India and also contain a collection 
of Akbar’s “auspicious sayings”. 

pkSFkh vkSj ik¡poha fdrkcsa (nÝrj) Hkkjr osQ 
yksxks a osQ e”kgch] lkfgfR;d vkSj lkaLo`Qfrd 
jhfr&fjoktks a ls rkYyqd j[krh gSa_ buosQ 
vkf[kj esa vdcj osQ ¶'kqHk opuks a¸ dk ,d 
laxzg Hkh gSA  
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 “Moistening the rose garden of fortune” 

In this extract Abu’l Fazl gives a vivid account of how and from 
whom he collected his information: ... to Abul Fazl, son of Mubarak 
… this sublime mandate was given. “Write with the pen of sincerity 
the account of the glorious events and of our dominion-conquering 
victories … 

 ¶[kq'kfdLerh osQ xqykc ckx dh flapkbZ¸ 

uhps fn;s x, va'k esa vcqy I+kQ”y us cM+s lkI+kQ rkSj ij ;s [kqyklk fd;k gS fd 
mlus oSQls vkSj fduls viuh lwpuk,¡ gkfly dha% ---vcqy I+kQ”y] oYn 
eqckjd--- dks ;g 'kkunkj gqDe fn;k x;k] ¶'kkunkj ?kVukvksa vkSj jkT;&{ks=k 
v/hu djus okyh gekjh I+kQrgks a dh nkLrku bZekunkjh osQ dye ls fy[kks---¸A 
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Assuredly, I spent much labour and research in 
collecting the records and narratives of His 
Majesty’s actions and I was a long time 
interrogating the servants of the State and the old 
members of the illustrious family 

rlYyh ls] eSaus dkI+kQh [kkstchu vkSj fegur djosQ egkefge 
dh xfrfof/;ks a osQ lcwr vkSj nLrkos”k bdV~Bs fd, vkSj cgqr 
le; rd jkT; osQ eqykf”keks a o 'kkgh ifjokj osQ lnL;ks a osQ 
lkFk tokc ryc fd;kA 
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I examined both prudent, truth-speaking old men and active-
minded, right actioned young ones and reduced their statements 
to writing. The Royal commands were issued to the provinces, that 
those who from old service remembered, with certainty or with 
adminicle of doubt, the events of the past, should copy out the 
notes and memoranda and transit them to the court.  

eSaus lp cksyus okys le>nkj cq”kqxks ± vkSj I+k qQrhZys fnekx okys] lR;dehZ 
tokuks a nksuks a (dh ckrks a) dks ij[kk] vkSj muosQ c;kuks a dks fyf[kr :i ls ntZ 
fd;kA lwcks a dks 'kkgh gqDe tkjh fd;k x;k fd iqjkus eqykf”keks a esa ftl fdlh 
dks chrs oDr dh ?kVuk,¡ ;kn gks a] iwjs fo'okl osQ lkFk ;k ekewyh 'kd osQ 
lkFk (Hkh)] os vius laLej.k dks fy[ks a vkSj mls njckj Hkst nsa] 



PEASANTS, ZAMINDARS AND THE STATE  
AGRARIAN SOCIETY AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRE  

(C. 16th  - 17th CENTURIES) 

fdlku] ”kehankj vkSj jkT; Ñf"k lekt 
vkSj eqX+ky lkezkT;  

(yxHkx lksygoha vkSj l=kgoha lnh) 
 

THEME 
EIGHT 

(Then) a second command shone forth from the holy Presence-chamber; to 
wit – that the materials which had been collected should be ... recited in the 
royal hearing, and whatever might have to be written down afterwards, 
should be introduced into the noble volume as a supplement, and that such 
details as on account of the minuteness of the inquiries and the minutae of 
affairs, (which) could not then be brought to an end, should be inserted 
afterwards at my leisure. 

(fiQj) ml ikd&ekStwnxh osQ d{k ls ,d vkSj gqDe jkS'ku gqvk_ oks ;s] fd tks lkexzh 
tek dh tk,--- mls 'kkgh ekStwnxh esa i<+dj lquk;k tk,] vkSj ckn esa tks oqQN Hkh fy[kk 
tkuk gks] mls ml egku fdrkc esa ifjf'k"V dh 'kDy esa tksM+ fn;k tk,] vkSj ;s fd ,sls 
C;ksjs tks tk¡p&iM+rky dh ckjhfd;ksa dh otg ls] ;k ekeys dh ckjhfd;ksa dh otg ls] 
mlh le; vatke rd ugha yk, tk losQ] mUgs a eSa ckn esa ntZ d:¡ A 
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Being relieved by this royal order – the interpreter of 
the Divine ordinance – from the secret anxiety of my 
heart, I proceeded to reduce into writing the rough 
draughts (drafts)which were void of the grace of 
arrangement and style.  

bZ'ojh vè;kns'k dk [+kqyklk djus okys bl 'kkgh gqDe (dh otg) 
ls viuh xqIr fI+kQozQ ls jkgr ikdj] eSaus ,sls dPps izk:i fy[kus 
dh 'kq#vkr dh] ftlesa 'kSyh ;k foU;kl dh [+kwclwjrh ugha FkhA 
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I obtained the chronicle of events beginning at the Nineteenth Year of 
the Divine Era, when the Record Office was established by the 
enlightened intellect of His Majesty, and from its rich pages, I 
gathered the accounts of many events. Great pains too, were taken to 
procure the originals or copies of most of the orders which had been 
issued to the provinces from the Accession up to the present-day … 

eSaus bykgh laor osQ mUuhlosa lky ls & tc egkefge oQh nkfu'kean vDy ls 
nLrkos”k nÝ+rj LFkkfir fd;k x;k Fkk & ?kVukvksa dk bfrgklo`Ùk gkfly fd;k] 
vkSj mlosQ Hkjs&iwjs iUuks a ls eSaus dbZ ekeyks a dk C;ksjk ik;kA dkI+kQh rdyhI+ks aQ 
mBkdj mu lHkh gqDeks a dh ewy izfr ;k udy gkfly dh xbZ tks jkT;kfHk"ksd ls 
ysdj vkt rd lwcks a dks tkjh fd, x, FksA 
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I also took much trouble to incorporate many of the reports which 
ministers and high officials had submitted, about the affairs of the 
empire and the events of foreign countries. And my labour-loving 
soul was satiated by the apparatus of inquiry and research. 

dkI+kQh fnDdrksa dk lkeuk djrs gq,] eSaus muesa ls dbZ fjiksVks ± dks Hkh 'kkfey fd;k tks 
lkezkT; osQ fofHkUu ekeyksa ;k nwljs ns'kks a esa ?kVh ?kVukvks a osQ ckjs esa Fkha vkSj ftUgsa mQ¡ps 
vI+kQljks a vkSj eaf=k;ks a us Hkstk FkkA vkSj tokcryc o [kkstchu osQ ra=k ls esjh fegurilan 
:g lar`Ir gks xbZA 



PEASANTS, ZAMINDARS AND THE STATE  
AGRARIAN SOCIETY AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRE  

(C. 16th  - 17th CENTURIES) 

fdlku] ”kehankj vkSj jkT; Ñf"k lekt 
vkSj eqX+ky lkezkT;  

(yxHkx lksygoha vkSj l=kgoha lnh) 
 

THEME 
EIGHT 

I also exerted myself energetically to collect the 
rough notes and memoranda of sagacious and well-
informed men. By these means, I constructed a 
reservoir for irrigating and moistening the rose 
garden of fortune (the Akbar Nama). 

cM+h deZBrk osQ lkFk eSaus os dPps elkSns o Kkiui=k Hkh gkfly 
fd, tks tkudkj vkSj nwjn'khZ yksxks a us fy[ks FksA bu rjhdks a ls 
[kq'kfdLerh osQ bl xqykc ckx (vdcjukek) dks lhapus vkSj ueh 
nsus osQ fy, eSaus gkS”k cuk;kA  
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Ain was officially sponsored to 
record detailed information to 
facilitate Emperor Akbar govern his 
empire  

ckn'kkg vdcj osQ 'kklu dh lgwfy;r osQ 
fy, vkbu dks vkf/dkfjd rkSj ij foLr`r 
lwpuk,¡ tek djus osQ fy, izk;ksftr fd;k 
x;k Fkk 
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Numerous errors in totalling have 
been detected. These are ascribed 
to simple slips of arithmetic or of 
transcription by Abu’l Fazl’s 
assistants.  

tksM+ djus es a dbZ x+yfr;k¡ ikbZ xbZ gSaA ,slk 
ekuk tkrk gS fd ;k rks ;s vadxf.kr dh 
NksVh&eksVh pwd gS ;k fiQj udy mrkjus osQ 
nkSjku vcqy I+kQ”y osQ lg;ksfx;ks a dh HkwyA 
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Another limitation of the Ain is the 
somewhat skewed nature of the 
quantitative data. Data were not 
collected uniformly from all 
provinces.  

vkbu dh ,d vkSj lhek ;g gS fd blosQ 
la[;kRed vk¡dM+ks a esa fo"kerk,¡ gS aA lHkh lwcks a 
ls vk¡dM+s ,d gh 'kDy esa ugha ,df=kr fd, 
x,A 
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 “Translating the Ain 

Given the importance of the Ain, it has been translated for use by a 
number of scholars. Henry Blochmann edited it and the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal, Calcutta (present-day Kolkata), published it in its 
Bibliotheca Indica series. 

 vkbu dk vuqokn 

vkbu dh vgfe;r dh otg ls] dbZ fo}kuks a us bldk vuqokn fd;kA gsujh CykWdesu us bls 
laikfnr fd;k vkSj dydÙkk (vkt dk dksydkrk) osQ ,f'k;kfVd lkslkbVh us viuh 
fcfCy;ksfFkdk  Ük` a[kyk esa bls NkikA 
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The book has also been translated into English in 
three volumes. The standard translation of 
Volume 1 is that of Henry Blochmann (Calcutta 
1873). The other two volumes were translated by 
H.S. Jarrett (Calcutta 1891 and 1894).  

bl fdrkc dk rhu [kaMks a esa vaxz s”kh vuqokn Hkh fd;k x;kA 
igys [kaM dk ekud vaxzs”kh vuqokn CykWdesu dk gS 
(dydÙkk] 1873)] ckdh osQ nks [kaMks a osQ vuqokn ,p- ,l- 
tSjsV us fd, (dydÙkk] 1891 vkSj 1894)A 
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