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85 per cent of the population of Both peasants and landed elites
were involved in agricultural

India lived in its villages.
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Created relationships of 4 Y &y e B A mﬂ‘ o
cooperation, competition and okl N Y W % 3_"3(
conflict among them. T ST | ; W |

3ok Wt wed, gfaaifar ok wed
& fed a1

Sum of these agrarian
relationships made up rural
society.
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The Mughal state, which derived
T T the bulk of its income from
agricultural production.

WA [T AT S JUAT SMHGA Hl
9gd 91 feedr Ffy SaRa € 3
o

Agencies from outside
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Agents of the state - revenue
assessors, collectors, record

keepers — sought to control rural
society so as to ensure that
cultivation took place and the
state got its regular share of taxes
from the produce.

T o qAEe - e fagifa@ &@
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Linked the agricultural areas with
the towns.

Gdt 91| gaTh e | 9§ U
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Peasants and Agricultural Production

faam iR By SaRA
Basic unit of agricultural society was the village,
inhabited by peasants who performed the
manifold seasonal tasks that made up
agricultural production throughout the year -
tilling the soil, sowing seeds, harvesting the crop
{ when it was ripe.

Bfqer a1 gt 3oE e off fad feam w2
| FFE 9T TR STOTT-oTe HEW B at 9HT & w o
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Further, they contributed their
labour to the production of agro-
based goods such as sugar and
oil.

TS Al o 3T TqEGSAT oh IAR_A |
9 YRoF Bd o St mfv-smunfa  off
s fw | A9 3 : Dry land or hilly regions were not
- cultivable

et s & fauma fewa | weifeat
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Looking for sources

Hidal i qelsl

e
=

Peasants did not write about Source for the agrarian history

themselves. T g S R w1 ST
zgﬁamaﬁﬁ@?‘lﬁm W gat ¥ ®m w@ 9
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Are chronicles and documents
from the Mughal court

tferfas Uy 9 TWEW ? W g
ER 1 FREAT °§ fa@ 1T o

iImportant chronicles was the Ain-i Akbari

AUl tfaerfasw Uel # U o oTEA-u-Irwhad
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Authored Dby Akbar’s court
historian Abul Fazl.

IFFW H AW IfEEHR g
e A faen o
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Recorded the arrangements made by the state
to ensure cultivation, to enable the collection
of revenue by the agencies of the state and to
regulate the relationship between the state and
rural magnates, the zamindars.

Bat ® e SoE w1 q@ec! ®@ %+
faq, 9 & THES T HA H MR Hh
fau R T 9 Uniwr wwmaed o el e
THis & s & fwat & famm & fag
St o3aaE WF A TR o, SEer dEr-sten
M 79 4wt gEurE @ 9% fee T R
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Peasants and their lands

foram &R STt SN

Two kinds of peasants — khud-kashta
and pahi-kashta

g frm o feamt & W=l w@ T -
G- 9 Ifg-FhrEd |
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The former were residents of the
village in which they held their
lands. The Ilatter were non-
resident cultivators who belonged
to some other \village, but
cultivated lands elsewhere on a
contractual basis.

e fem & fegm 2 & &t 3= el ®
we o | It W E ool W
(nfe-%a) ¥ Bftex & st T Ma |
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Cultivation was based on the
principle of individual ownership.
Peasant lands were bought and
sold in the same way as the
lands of other property owners.

gdr SAfeaa faferaa & fagia W
aMuia ol feamt &1 9= sS4l
We TS SR S99 S off S g
qufa Aiferhl il
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s Peasants on the move \

This was a feature of agrarian society which struck
a keen observer like Babur, the first Mughal
emperor, forcefully enough for him to write about it
In the Babur Nama, his memoirs:

% foam sfaal 1 swr-ssig
7w RgwHt $fH W # @ enfed ot iR W@
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In Hindustan hamlets and villages, towns indeed, are\
depopulated and set up in a moment! If the people
of a large town, one inhabited for years even, flee
from it, they do it in such a way that not a sign or
trace of them remains in a day and a half.

fegmm ¥ sfaal R Tifa, Reww TR F IR, T AN
T & fRE 8 W R R TE ot W R au ® IR
frft % TR & IR S Sie 9@ W@, @ 3 3
FW PO W WG FW@ 3 fF g A P AR s W
| TR (Tt @) fre Sma R /
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On the other hand, if they fix their eyes on a\
place to settle, they need not dig water
courses because their crops are all rain-
grown, and as the population of Hindustan is
unlimited it swarms in.

0 AR, 3R @ et e W S§T Wwd € @
IR UM F W kA Bl TEW@ @l gl Hifw
TRt T hEe SR & Ut ® S €, ok dfw
e
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They make a tank or a well; they need not\
build houses or set up walls ... khas-grass
abounds, wood is unlimited, huts are made,
and straightaway there is a village or a town!

3 TE TR A FHI 9 A T IR W TR @
AR St HH HI A W@ €l gidl... @9 I
TE S €, 3R IREE TE M9 91 e G 8
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Irrigation and technology

Abundance of land, available
labour and the mobility of
peasants were three factors that
accounted for the constant
expansion of agriculture.

T ® wgaEa, TEd S HeE,
IR fram =1 wfasficar <t o 9@
Y HT AR fT&R g
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Primary purpose of agriculture is
to feed people

Bl T e 3T Al w1 4e
qET o

Monsoons remained the backbone
of Indian agriculture

YA ARG i &1 g ol
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** Irrigating trees and fields \\

This is an excerpt from the Babur Nama
that describes the irrigation devices
the emperor observed in northern
India:

< tel AR Gdal = fa=rE
T ST 9 o T T oswm @ S
&= o ST TR o IR W wawr € St
| 39 AISYIE A IW ARG H @ j
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The greater part of Hindustan country is situated\
on level land. Many though its towns and cultivated
lands are, it nowhere has running waters ... For ..
water is not at all a necessity in cultivating Crops
and orchards.

figwm & qek #1 WRM e A S e WS
BT B Trenifh Tl I SR Ol 9Ee wHiT St SgaEd
?, dAfeT +&1 ft w2ad 9 (1 Sawm) . 9 zEfa..
& wOa I A1 ST & fag ue @t faeew €@
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Autumn crops grow by the downpour of the\
rains themselves; and strange it is that
spring crops grow even when no rains fall.
(However) to young trees water is made to
flow by means of buckets or wheels ...

INE &g 1 FEA @ S 9T 9 & U g St
?; 3R ¥ & # 99 € fF aEd =g B wEA
a9 ot U5 @ ot @ S @i facepa € T
gl (AR «t) B’ Ul a% defedl a1 ®e &+
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In Lahore, Dipalpur (both in present-day Pakistan)\
and those other parts, people water by means of a
wheel. They make two circles of rope long enough to
suit the depths of the well, fix strips of wood
between them, and on these fasten pitchers.

WER, dUeR (A €@ AW o wiewE ®) R wE gw
TR W AT ®E o 9d EE &@ 21 3 T oh q
TR e §AId @ St ¢ *1 TEUE o Jaras o9 e
Rl T hI A -t T W 3 aREt & Rk W
| 3R RS W S 9y 37 j

‘\\
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The ropes with the wood and attached pitchers are put over the wheel—\
well. At one end of the wheel-axle a second wheel is fixed, and close to

it another on an upright axle. The last wheel the bullock turns; its teeth
catch in the teeth of the second (wheel), and thus the wheel with the
pitchers is turned. A trough is set where the water empties from the
pitchers and from this the water is conveyed everywhere.

Fel ¥ TR ok we ¥ i T T W pe ¥ Iw e
WeEHTE Al Bl Ufed # g W ww R ufean @ Sifaw ufed =+ 9@ &
SR A W ?; 39 ufEd o <id T % g ufEd o Sial s ke
Wd ¢ iR 39 We wgl aren ufed YR oA @1 Ut 9 wel uHt i
®, 98 % HHU A0 @5 K@ S SR 3@ alter @ &) WE qHl

\ TR S 2 /
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In Agra, Chandwar, Bayana (all in present-day Uttar Pradesh) and those\
parts again, people water with a bucket ... At the well-edge they set up

a fork of wood, having a roller adjusted between the forks, tie a rope to

a large bucket, put the rope over a roller, and tie its other end to the
bullock. One person must drive the bullock, another empty the bucket.

AT, AR 3R TAMT (39 & SW WY ¥) ¥ R T/ o= gomnt o
ft, AHETT Sefeat @ fA9E w1 21 Pl o SRR W 3 dwEl & %A
e 3 ¢, T F=1 & 99 a0 T ©, TF 9t aoe § & aen ¥
T H 9o W AUt T SR T T BR H A9 @ 91y @ TN TH
| VBE H 4 TR ISA ¢, TEU areet @ wH w21 /
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a Irrigation projects received state support
2

IS
S P, ™ S
_l

- - .= 7
e
= g TLHE = =

P

Agriculture was labour intensive,
peasants did use technologies that
often harnessed cattle energy

Bt Aedawet &1 wM o1 Afwd feem o
THAIRI H1 TEAE H FE 9 S FHEW IYE
R anyTfa gt o
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* The spread of tobacco \

This plant, which arrived first in the Deccan, spread to
northern India in the early years of the seventeenth century.
The Ain does not mention tobacco in the lists of crops in
northern India. Akbar and his nobles came across tobacco
for the first time in 1604.

¢ TR AT TER
I% Uten el TeS <HRA UEAl SR el ¥ wewel WSl % y[edl

I A 39 IW ARG AT T AR W HRA Dt wHel Bl G
? T # R T O Q) TR AR IHSh ATl A 1604

\ § # weelt 9 qEg T j
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At this time smoking tobacco (in hookahs or chillums) seems\
to have caught on in a big way. Jahangir was so concerned
about its addiction that he banned it. This was totally
ineffective because by the end of the seventeenth century,
tobacco had become a major article of consumption,
cultivation and trade all over India.

T @ € fF sEt uWE TR &1 YEYE (TR a1 faem ®)
W B A9 A IR THGT | MR 39 Gl e he @ 3@
fafma g &% ST 3@ W 1ed @ < 97 TEEt @ WE ®
AR wifga gE FfE T 9 T fF weedl @t & s a,
TEE R ARG W Gdl, AR R STAT BT ST IS ¥ | TH

\ Tl /
"'\k\
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* Agricultural prosperity and population growth \

One important outcome of such varied and flexible
forms of agricultural production was a slow

demographic growth.
< HN F s R ER F TG
FfN SR o ¢9 fafay ok o=iat aliept =1 T o7 TS0
\ ¥% fren ff ot ofiv-oR wgA &t | /
N
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Despite periodic disruptions caused by famines and\
epidemics, India’s population increased, according to
calculations by economic historians, by about 50
million people between 1600 and 1800, which is an
increase of about 33 per cent over 200 years.

Mo fead/t &t MU & Harfash, THI-9RE W EN
el qEEd R WEMR % 9eNE, 1600 ¥ 1800 % =
ARA Hi AERI THT 5 HAS 9¢ TR 200 99 H I8
| FI-H9 33 BIEG sgiadt ot /
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An abundance of crops
Al Bl HER

Agriculture was organised
around two major seasonal
cycles, the kharif (autumn) and
the rabi (spring).

A & R T TR W AT G B e gy
Wt off: T w (TEg ®) iR RN T
Tah W (FEd ®)| T VA Y e
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Produced a minimum of two crops a
year (do-fasla)

| %9 9 A I HEA g off)

Where rainfall or irrigation assured a

continuous supply of water, even gave
three crops.

&l aife @1 e & o Wee W oI GNg
g o7l @ W ¥ A e o IS A o)
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This ensured an enormous variety of
produce.

W oo ¥ IgEr & 9t fafqear o
STt o

Term jins-i kamil (literally, perfect
Ccrops)

fSo-u-wifaa (aita %)
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Mughal state also encouraged
peasants to cultivate such crops

T T A foam ot o6 wdal &1
Bl G S foag s gran ]ar em

New crops from different parts of the
world reached the Indian subcontinent

g & SrerT-oter feel € &8 & wad
qRA1E SYHETEY gl
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Maize introduced into India via
Africa and Spain

HFh! ARG | STHIHT IR ®WH *
q& A=
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The Village Community

Agricultural production involved
the intensive participation and
Initiative of the peasantry.

Y I ® fHEAr w1 TR

Peasants held their lands in
individual ownership.
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At the same time they belonged to
a collective village community

There were three constituents of this
community - the cultivators, the
panchayat, and the village headman
(muqaddam or mandal).
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Caste and the rural milieu

Deep inequities on the basis of caste and
other castelike distinctions meant that
the cultivators were a highly
heterogeneous group.

wifd 3R o= wifd S YgwEl %1 a5 @
Bfqet fFam #3 ™e & wEl & 92 2
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Despite the abundance of
cultivable land, certain caste
groups were assigned menial
tasks and thus relegated to
poverty.

Tl Bl A™E THIT Ht HAT TE
off, filX ot o wifa & @M =
fak e gag WM 9@ em @ Ky
I g1 3 W@ 9 e ®1 F fag

TSR o
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*.'~ ‘...m# Such groups comprised a large
section of the village population,
had the least resources and were
constrained by their position in
the caste hierarchy,

Mg H SAEE HT 9gd a8 feem T
A OUHEl HT ANl Tk U WETEA
o8 &9 o R 3 Sifd gereen &t
qﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁaéﬁlsﬂﬁwwﬁﬁm
a9t €
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Direct correlation between caste,
poverty and social status at the
lower strata of society

qaS & f9a qeet | wifd, et e
qrifSer efaad o o9 e fgar e
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s Corrupt mandals \

The mandals often misused their positions. They were
principally accused of defrauding village accounts in connivance
with the patwari, and for underassessing the revenue they owed
from their own lands in order to pass the additional burden on to
the smaller cultivator

‘0

» U= Hed

Hed AHUX YA 3Me] I o THHTG Hd o &Ia: 371 W 3
AR o7 & & qeart o 9y faee feae-feae 9 20— &
g, 3R I® Wt fF & vt FHH W I HT MHET HH Fh,
| ot Stw SR fram W T 3R 9 /

\
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Panchayats and headmen
T SR qieE

B Village panchayat was an assembly
oo " 1 of elders, usually important people
g of the village with hereditary rights
over their property.

M HT TAEA B GG HT FTHEST
oIl FFAR W 3 M F AEYE @
M W o e uw ot wufw &

r, Tei sfER @
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In  mixed-caste \villages, the
panchayat was usually a
heterogeneous body

5 et & %2 wnfaat & @ wa 9,
Tl AW UuEd ° W fafgua W@

Decisions made by these
panchayats were binding on the
members.

TR w1 hden Tia W WEsh! HEAT
qEar ol
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. Panchayat was headed by a
f; headman known as muqgaddam or

Chief function of the headman was
to supervise the preparation of
village accounts

Ma & MUEA 9 @9 &1 feqe-feae
gt ARt ® awar g w1 g
HE ol
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The panchayat derived its funds
from contributions made by
individuals to a common
financial pool.

TR w1 @|l ME ok 39 oW
e | gaar of few w® =fs
3T AR ]t ol
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Panchayat was to ensure that caste
= boundaries among the various

communities inhabiting the village
} were upheld.

Ghibe ) TTIG BT Uk N1 B AT e HTH ol
Y TH Mg W @A T AT GHIE
AT 9T Sfq T EQl H IS @
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Each caste or jati in the village had
Its own jati panchayat.

e § B Sfa »T AT g9=d i
off|
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Village panchayat as the court of
appeal that would ensure that the
state carried out its moral obligations
and guaranteed justice

UM Y=Ed B SHHT GAATE HEAT AT R
g gHfed s =g fo 9 919l
Afaw et o W AR =A™ M
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Decision of the panchayat in
conflicts between “lower -caste”
peasants and state officials or the
local zamindar could vary from
case to case

“fracht wifa” o feaml 3R 8
I P afyepTial a1 T TR & 9
e TR WSl A UUEd o hud  STe- ST
A H AAT-3AT & Fhd A
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Village artisans
UTHIOT SHRI

Elaborate relationship of exchange
between different producers.

A o o9 B d9-39 & fea T
F1 % SR V9% Ug ol
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Distinction between artisans and
peasants in village society was a
fluld one, as many groups
performed the tasks of both.

wH-wdt fFam R @R % o=
Theh Al q¥ehd Bidl o Hife &g 49
e o S A TR o wm s o
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Phases in the agricultural calendar
when there was a relative Iull In
activity, as between sowing and
weeding or between weeding and
harvesting, were a time when
cultivators could engage in
artisanal production.

39 HEA H 99 3% U9 ©dt o hH
¥ pEa eid—o fF 92 iR Wer
% 9 A e R FerR F Ara-3d
g 3 Sfdel SRR &1 M HW G|
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Village artisans provided
specialised services in return for
which they were compensated by
villagers by a variety of means.

T SRt Sl Wad Wa ok
M w |W o Pk T WA 9 S
S-S alohl © 39 WAt &t
IR Fd &
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Giving them a share of the harvest,
or an allotment of land

3% wod &1 & fewwn ] g smar en
a1 R Ma HT THHA FT TF HST,




PEASANTS, ZAMINDARSAND THESTATE T4, SHiTR 3R T HiW o

AGRARIAN SOCIETY AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRE 3‘-ﬁ'{ qd qHTH
(C. 16 - 17th CENTURIES) (T | 5 sk § =)

Artisans and individual peasant
households entered into a mutually
negotiated system of remuneration,
most of the time goods for services.

TEHR AR aF |fdel ffEarR W
TaEld wh IRt i fEdEl T
el W Tl 8 &1 T8 § AR W
T3t AR FeneAl w1 fafma g o
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A “little republic”?
T Bt MR "2

British officials saw the village as a
“little  republic” made up of
fraternal partners sharing
resources and labour In a
collective.

AU AHW ¥ ARG Wat H TH 9
“IR TRE" % w9 A @ Wl @l
qfesd TR W AEAR F WY GArEAt
AR g7 w1 SEaR w@ 2|
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individual ownership of assets and
deep inequities based on caste and

gender distinctions

gufa 1 safeaa fafewmaa st off, 9
& wifa ek Sex (wmifsew femr) & A
R g o e fawmand off)
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Powerful individuals decided the
affairs of the village, exploited the
weaker sections and had the
authority to dispense justice

AR AN T o A9l W had A4
9 R FANR T HT WU HEQ A

g HE H SAfeR ot 3= wl faen
g3 o
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Revenue was assessed and
collected in cash.

FI HT MOAT AR G ot Twg A
1 Srar o)
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* Money in the village \

The seventeenth-century French traveller Jean-Baptiste Tavernier found it remarkable that
in “India a village must be very small indeed if it has not a moneychanger called a Shroff.
(They) act as bankers to make remittances of money (and who) enhance the rupee as they
please for paisa and the paisa for these (cowrie) shells”

e ®
Toedt TS # wiEE 9nt 9 afiew dafieR % g€ 99 SeaedE ot R Yara o
3 g 9gd € B we wuh f qE ® 9N 9_d w0 e, R e wee © |
Tl TF S B WE TP el TAH w3 ¢ (3R) ot a=fl o garfas 3/ &
| IS THd W A 9gT 2d € SR WIS % gwma 49w /
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Women in Agrarian Society

By g ¥ Afeamd
Men tilled and ploughed, while
women sowed, weeded, threshed

and winnowed the harvest

T Bq Wiad % T '@ 9@ 9 IR
Afgad  gomE, FRE R we® &
qA-A Thl T2 WwAA HT AT FIHRTeE
FT HH FHLar ol
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Basis of production was the labour and resources of the entire
household.

W-UNER & GGYA AR 99, SARA H1 AR o1
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8- . ﬁ Artisanal tasks such as spinning yarn,
A ' sifting and kneading clay for pottery, and
embroidery were among the many
aspects of production dependent on
female labour.

~ gd @A+, stad 99F % fau fuedt &t 9w
FH SR R, IR wUS! W wHE WY
e, T AEE et % %W SO % T8 TR 9 S
ﬁéﬁ;wm Hfgerett & 99 W fx 2
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Peasant and artisan women worked
not only in the fields, but even went
to the houses of their employers or
to the markets

fram iR <=eR ufead 9 fak =l
" & St off dfcer faiemnett & = L
W off It off SR a | ot - S

ST — TS S g4 TaT =5 BT ST S
Sfep Y W faaor—eyodl e ShiE =R Ioll =5
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Women were considered an
Important resource Iin agrarian
society also because they were child

bearers in a society dependent on
labour.

9 gae sm W s on, safeT ==
Yo7 @ F1 G orifaforaa ® a9E 9
Hfgarst w1 WE@qul WEEA & ®9
3@ €T ol
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high mortality rates among women - owing to malnutrition,
frequent pregnancies, death during childbirth — often meant a
shortage of wives. This led to the emergence of social customs
in peasant and artisan communities that were distinct from
those prevalent among elite groups. Marriages in many rural
communities required the payment of bride-price rather than

dowry to the bride’s family.

IA-YET afeenstt w St ot i Ui, IR-sR A7 s iR
YHE % 9§ d Wi #I a9E ¥ Afeensti H YA 9gd AR ol
T fraM R TR g ¥ t@ gt faw 9 ge st
Fid Wl ¥ 9gd e &1 &3 U E§WEE ® WS & fag
“geEd BT HHa’ IR B &I T8 sl oft, 7 fd @S BT
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Household was headed by a male.
Thus women were kept under strict
control by the male members of the
family and the community.

T H1 gfEgar 1< g1 o 39 We ufeen

R IRER AR TEE & W g [ER

hle QT Sl 41l
Women had the right to inherit
property.
Afeenstt ® AN WAfa w TR
T g o
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Forests and Tribes : Beyond settled villages
T 3R Fed : S0 Y Wl B R

TR Dense forest (jangal) or scrubland (kharbandi) —

existed all over eastern India, central India,
northern India Jharkhand, peninsular India
down the Western Ghats Deccan plateau

foome fem S W wfed’ (EREd) @ R o9 W@
A FREE dfgd R Y&l ¥Rd, WL WRA, SO0 &
Tt aRa w1 IR TR SR SEET & OR § e g
|
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Forest dwellers were termed

jangli
ST H @A 9l o faw Set
Y & KA w2

The term described those whose
livelihood came from the gathering of
forest produce, hunting and shifting
agriculture.

T VK H TWEE W@ @M o faw war e
e = YT % SaRl, R ek
TGO Gl 9 i ol
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Inroads into forests

sat ¥ gt

The hunt was a subject
frequently painted by court
artists

TE FATRR o Mot 4 R =0
faug IR-IR 3mar em
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s Clearance of forests for agricultural settlements \

This is an excerpt from a sixteenth-century Bengali
poem, Chandimangala, composed by Mukundaram
Chakrabarti. The hero of the poem, Kalaketu, set up a
kingdom by clearing forests:

% Y afeqat & fau STen w1 Gt
IE Wiaed! ¥ W YHalW whadl $i fael T Sl
Hfaa ASHTA FT TF AW 2| Hfaa & =F, wreohg A

\"‘\k
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Hearing the news, outsiders came from various lands. \
Kalaketu then bought and distributed among them

Heavy knives, axes, battle-axes and pikes.

From the north came the Das (people)

One hundred of them advanced.

TR faem &, R o &t W el 9|

frt FTerehg 7 TR HT Al 3T
At SRHH AR, FHeelel, 3R qR-TB|
ST ¥ 3T I

| Gl swed g /
\
-
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TC Ifha I@H Hleohg &l \

They were struck with wonder on seeing\

Kalaketu foem <t E"I’I’ﬁ TH-T&F Hil
Who distributed betel-nut to each of them. TfrgT | 3T ThUS Hel arat
F!’om the south came the harvesters | = s ¥ @9 9t 9
Five hundred of them under one organiser. o
From the west came Zafar Mian, fe=m | s Tl e

\ Together with twenty-two thousand men. / I | aﬁ'q FAR A j
\_— \\_
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Sulaimani beads in their hands \

They chanted the names of their pir and
paighambar (Prophet).

Having cleared the forest
They established markets

A | AR Wil T AT
TUd T 4R ot TR v A
STEt Wt g O WI]

| SR SHT SR /

%
"
.
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Hundreds and hundreds of foreigners \
Ate and entered the forest.
Hearing the sound of the axe,

Tigers became apprehensive and ran away,
roaring

dFsl dwst & TRRE o faiH
et W (SR) @ fa, o gE eme ==l
| ¥R = T R TETEd g M Frea j
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)

Pargana was an administrative
subdivision of a Mughal province.

T I qidt d TR GRS
_l“.w’-saml y

p

Peshkash was a form of tribute\

collected by the Mughal state.

YT A WA o g &l M areft
@waﬁ 92 o) J
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+ Trade between the hill tribes and the plains, c. 1595 \

This is how Abu’l Fazl describes the transactions
between the hill tribes and the plains in the suba of
Awadh (part of present-day Uttar Pradesh):

< TETS welel 3R AT o = AR, THT 1595

Y YA (A & IW TN H fewwn) & AAT gemht
AR RISt Feldl & A9 TR aO d1-37 H TR W g
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From the northern mountains quantities of goods are carried on\
the backs of men, of stout ponies and of goats, such as gold,
copper, lead, musk, tails of the kutas cow (the yak), honey, chuk
(an acid composed of orange juice and lemon boiled together),
pomegranate seed, ginger, long pepper, majith (a plant producing a
red dye) root,

SW & TEEl ¥ TAE, AR-AR WEl R dwd # e W ARa
IYER T @} WT S| R, S fF |, dfan, e, e, g
(T%) ® ID, WER, 9% (R & W R i & W & W™
IAMAHL TR S ATl T ), AR M1, I5@, Aot e, 7eile

~——
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borax, zedoary (a root resembling turmeric), wax, woollen stuffs,
wooden ware, hawks, falcons, black falcons, merlins (a kind of
bird), and other articles. In exchange they carry back white and
coloured cloths, amber, salt, asafoetida, ornaments, glass and

earthen ware.

TN, WRaR (8¢S St T S[g), WH, Sl H9e, WHEl o FHM,
i@, 9, w9, Afdq (A uet @ T feer), iR e
Il TP T8A, 3 Ghg AR CiA HUS, weeal (TH Aen-qu og
E8 e TT W[ o), T, €@, e SR v 9 fiedt & wam
| aifw @ s ? /
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Commercial agriculture

qifoicaes @l

Forest products - Ilike honey,
beeswax and gum lac - were in
great demand.

T % IAR—SE YRR, AYEH SR
A% HI qgd T e
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Elephants were also captured
and sold.

greft off The o S9 W 2

“big men” of the village community,
tribes also had their chieftains.

Fdlal & H TER gd o, 9gd HTS AT
TEE o ‘98 =i’ &1 aw@|
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tribal chiefs had become zamindars,
some even became kings.

%3 heldl o TR FHIEK &9 W Ho
TS At & T

For this they required to build up an army. They
recruited people from their lineage groups or
demanded that their fraternity provide military
service

T8 ®H IR G EE FH HI T gl Seid AW B
GERE % A w9 ® wat fRan; @ e e &
TE-sy ¥ &= da1 =) WO B
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War was a common occurrence.
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The Zamindars
TTHIGR

Class of people in the countryside that
lived off agriculture but did not
participate directly in the processes of
agricultural production

el ¥ ®©Y 9t TH TQ d9h ®I 9@ A &L
ol +aE @ Gdt @ ot off wfew iy
IAEA ¥ Y fems T w2
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These were the zamindars who
were landed proprietors who also
enjoyed certain social and
economic privileges by virtue of
their superior status in rural
society

F FHITR & St Ul A o Hifas
T o IR 9= uior gue 9 S
e ) ooe @ o g™ qEiNG
it anfefw glaumd figeht g off)
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Caste was one factor that
accounted for the elevated status
of zamindars; another factor was
that they performed certain
services (khidmat) for the state.

TR ® T g efgga & 8
SO M AT; SHT SR I8 o1 T
d4 @ T Bl S 9™ fEE Hl
Jad (fergma) 37 2
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Zamindars held extensive
personal lands termed milkiyat,
meaning property

Zamindars could sell, bequeath or
mortgage these lands at will.

THITR STqt Al o e ST ST
#H a9 TEd o, fEE R TH W=
Thd & 91 3= fRal W@ & 9|
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Collect revenue on behalf of the
state, a service for which they
were compensated financially

T & A | Y I B Ghd
%l 39 a9_d S fadlg e
Terar em

Control over military
resources

Qf1er GEUA ITR! dRd T Th
3 s em
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Dispossession of weaker people
by a powerful military chieftain
was quite often a way of
expanding a zamindari.

el e w1 T adepr o
Tehder df &R g0 A=
M @ Ak@d HE
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Colonisation of new lands, by
transfer of rights, by order of
the state and by purchase.

T FH hl FE9@ (STE-aRT)
Il & TWIWu & SRd, T
& ARY 4, 1 fr Bt &

Consolidation of clan- or
lineage-based zamindaris.
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Zamindars spearheaded the
colonisation of agricultural
land, and helped in settling
cultivators by providing them
with the means of cultivation
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Zamindars often established markets
(haats) to which peasants also came to

sell their produce.
THIER SThER SR (B1E) Tenfyq &<d o el
fram STt waA = Id o)

“'rii? Z‘
i T e

Doubt that zamindars were an
s exploitative class
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Two aspects : First, the bhakti
saints, did not portray the
zamindars as exploiters or
oppressors of the peasantry.

T 9B : T a1 3 T wiw war A
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Second, large number of
agrarian uprisings zamindars
often received the support of
the peasantry in their struggle
against the state

TW, 9 g | Ffw fagis gu |
T & foare IHis’l &t s
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~#8 Revenue from the land was the
= economic mainstay of the
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To ensure control over agricultural
production, and to fix and collect
revenue from across the length
and Dbreadth of the rapidly
expanding empire.

FHfy IART R fEIm @R & fag
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Office (daftar) of the diwan who
was responsible for supervising
the fiscal system of the empire
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Revenue  officials and record
keepers penetrated the agricultural
domain and became a decisive agent
in shaping agrarian relations.

feuE @R 9 AR TS e |t
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land revenue arrangements
consisted of two stages - first,
assessment and then actual
collection.

- & 3aad | ] S0l o
: ugen, X fauitor iR g,
I Tt |

The jama was the amount
assessed, as opposed to hasil,
the amount collected.
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Amil-guzar or revenue collector,
Akbar decreed that while he
should strive to make cultivators
pay in cash, the option of payment
in kind was also to be kept open.

IHA-TTER AT T Y@l A ad
& HM B A B FAFR 7 I8 TH
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Both cultivated and cultivable
lands were measured In each
province

W oWa # St g e iR SR
AEE STHIA S T A8 Bt TR

Aurangzeb expressly instructed his revenue
officials to prepare annual records of the
number of cultivators in each village

AT 7 oAU e wmEEEl & we ey fa
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+» Classification of lands under Akbar \

The following is a listing of criteria of classification
excerpted from the Ain: The Emperor Akbar in his
profound sagacity classified the lands and fixed a
different revenue to be paid by each.

% SFA & A H qfH H/T R0

gt ® offwtor & ugs w1 FreAfafed g @ w2
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Polaj is land which is annually cultivated for each crop in\
succession and is never allowed to lie fallow. Parauti is
land left out of cultivation for a time that it may recover

its strength. Chachar is land that has lain fallow for three
or four years.

oS 9 SHI € O T % 9% Th R BEd $1 A
Bt Bt ® SR R e @t T ster S @1 Wit 9%
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Banjar is land uncultivated for five years and more. Of
the first two kinds of land, there are three classes, good,
middling, and bad. They add together the produce of
each sort, and the third of this represents the medium
produce, one-third part of which is exacted as the Royal
dues.

I 9% 9 ® 9 W U 1 S S a6 @ @t
T # T B TR @ UER B S w1 9 fee €
=, A IR EUEl @ W R St FHT o SR &
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Amin was an official responsible\
for ensuring that imperial
regulations were carried out in the
provinces.

A Tw Wentww o fogsl femard
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**The mansabdari system \

The Mughal administrative system had at
its apex a militarycum-bureaucratic
apparatus (mansabdari) which  was
responsible for looking after the civil and
military affairs of the state.

SHTTERR] SFaeq
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Some mansabdars were paid In cash
(naqgdi), while the majority of them were
paid through assignments of revenue
(jagirs) in different regions of the empire.
They were transferred periodically

TS HAGERRI Hl TR A A S o, v«
ff 3T 94 R & U S STER-3{e
feeat ® TS & of@ed o W@ WaE fwa
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<*Cash or kind? \

The Ain on land revenue collection: Let him (the
amil-guzar) not make it a practice of taking only
in cash but also in kind. The latter is effected in

several ways.

% Tohg AT S ?
A |/ I8 TH 3R =D 2: oTiaA-TR fach Torg
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First, kankut : in the Hindi language kan signifies grain,\
and kut, estimates ... If any doubts arise, the crops should
be cut and estimated in three lots, the good, the middling,
and the inferior, and the hesitation removed. Often, too,
the land taken by appraisement, gives a sufficiently

accurate return.

e, HOpa: &t [aH | HU w1 Aaew ®, AN, AR
Fd, A ... MR Hi3 I& @, q AT &t dH
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Secondly, batai, also called bhaoli, the crops are reaped\
and stacked and divided by agreement in the presence
of the parties. But in this case several intelligent
iInspectors are required; otherwise, the evil-minded and

false are given to deception.

T, i 9@ sttt ot wEd € (), BUA HE B WHI
FT AQ €, 3 R |t velt & Aot ¥ 9 WHd ® e
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Thirdly, khet-batai, when they divide the fields after\
they are sown. Fourthly, lang batai , after cutting the
grain, they form it in heaps and divide it among
themselves, and each takes his share home and turns it

to profit.

TR, @ E 99 3 i 9 & 9K B 9 ad 21 9,
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*The jama \

This is an excerpt from Aurangzeb’s order to his
revenue official, 1665:

XL
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He should direct the amins of the parganas that they should\
discover the actual conditions of cultivation (maujudat), village
by village, peasant-wise (asamiwar), and after minute scrutiny,
assess the jama, keeping In view the financial interests
(kifayat) of the government, and the welfare of the peasantry

3 R o Il it W ? fe 3 & e, &R fRum (SEreR)

¥ qEd Bl & HISRN TAE (WNEE) @ w, SR aiet ¥ St
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Mughal Empire was among the
large territorial empires in Asia
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Empires helped create vibrant e e %
networks of overland trade 5 b % s |
from China to the . 2
Mediterranean Sea.

qEEA &t qoFiae feerar 3 <A
W AR AT WRR dF STl |
R HT S9d a9 H Heg N R
il

Massive expansion of Asia’s (particularly
India’s) trade with Europe.
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This resulted in a (greater
geographical diversity of India’s
overseas trade as well as an
expansion N the commodity
composition of this trade.
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Expanding trade brought in
huge amounts of silver bullion
iInto Asia to pay for goods
procured from India,
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Good for India as it did not
have natural resources of
silver.
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TET A<l o YIdfae dareH @l 2



PEASANTS, ZAMINDARSAND THESTATE T4, SHiTR 3R T HiW o

AGRARIAN SOCIETY AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRE 3‘-ﬁ'{ qd qHTH
(C. 16 - 17th CENTURIES) (T | 5 sk § =)

Stability in the availability of metal
currency, particularly the silver rupya in
India. This facilitated an unprecedented
expansion of minting of coins and the
circulation of money in the economy as
well as the ability of the Mughal state to
extract taxes and revenue in cash.

IYRa W o qE—@W HT G4l o Sqgqi—®]
Iyt § ISt femar s+t Wil 9% WY B
TF W a reforeeen § e §9R R faesnt
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s How silver came to India \

This excerpt from Giovanni Careri’'s account
(based on Bernier’s account) gives an idea of the
enormous amount of wealth that found its way
into the Mughal Empire:

< ORa ® =9i< HY AE?
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That the Reader may form some idea of the Wealth of this (Mughal) Empire,\
he is to observe that all the Gold and Silver, which circulates throughout
the World at last Centres here. It is well known that as much of it comes
out of America, after running through several Kingdoms of Europe, goes
partly into Turky (Turkey), for several sorts of Commodities; and part into
Persia, by the way of Smirna for Silk.

(TET) W Sl ¥F-GAa HT1 ST M % 6T I8 39 9@ WA W
f& g | & fauw o 9 @-uid snferar 9@ w9 W ?1 3 uw
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Besides the Indian, Dutch, English, and Portuguese Ships, that\
every Year carry the Commodities of Indostan, to Pegu, Tanasserri
(parts of Myanmar), Siam (Thailand), Ceylon (Sri Lanka) ... the
Maldive Islands, Mozambique and other Places, must of necessity
convey much Gold and Silver thither, from those Countries.

AR SETs o oTamar St €™, AUl R Ydwell we™ e W
T[WEE ® agd dw T, TRA (FWER F =), wm
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All that the Dutch fetch from the Mines In Japan,\
sooner or later, goes to Indostan; and the goods
carry’d hence into Europe, whether to France,
England, or Portugal, are all purchas’d for ready Mony,
which remains there.

9 w9 FS, W TT @ AOH F @E @ T F T,
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Ain-i Akbari was the culmination
of a large historical,
administrative project of
classification undertaken by Abul
Fazl at the order of Emperor
Akbar.
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TH 9gd 9€ Ufqertas Ry
gfsr &1 den ot fawer faem
IEIME 3THal oh T W IqA hodd
% Soran ol




PEASANTS,ZAMINDARSAND THESTATE T4, SiHigR 3R T Ff¥ waw
AGRARIAN SOCIETY AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRE @y‘-ﬁ'{ Il 9T

(C. 16 - 17th CENTURIES) R T e § W)

Ain was part of a larger project of
history writing commissioned by
Akbar. This history, known as the
Akbar Nama, comprised three
books.
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First two provided a historical
narrative

Teel 3 foeki A tfaefas @ 99
3l

Ain-i Akbari, the third book, was organised
as a compendium of imperial regulations
and a gazetteer of the empire.
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Ain gives detailed accounts of the
organisation of the court, administration -
and army, the sources of revenue and the
physical layout of the provinces of Akbar’s
empire and the literary, cultural and
religious traditions of the people.
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JmEA 3R W W WAST; TE Wi SR Srwed
IEET F WA W Pie; SR @t o arfefor,
wieRfad 9 vifde fami




PEASANTS, ZAMINDARSAND THESTATE T4, SHiTR 3R T HiW o

AGRARIAN SOCIETY AND THE MUGHAL EMPIRE 3‘-ﬁ'{ qd qHTH
(C. 16 - 17th CENTURIES) (T | 5 sk § =)

informed the emperor about the
varied and diverse customs and
practices prevailing across his
extensive territories.

dIEYME & WHARI ok THM SATR R/
yafaa et o g w7 SEeEr G

Ain is made up of five books (daftars)
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First three books describe the
administration.

Ygat @9 AT YIMEA &7 faaner 9d 2

First book, called manzil-abadi,
concerns the imperial household
and its maintenance.
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Second book, sipah-abadi, covers
the military and civil
administration and the
establishment of servants.
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This section has detailed statistical information, which
includes the geographic, topographic and economic
profile of all subas and their administrative and fiscal
divisions (sarkars, parganas and mabhals), total
measured area, and assessed revenue ( jama ).
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After setting out details at the suba
level, the Ain goes on to give a
detailed picture of the sarkars
below the suba.

g w1 H1 fomqa IAwd [/ % 9K,
3T TH YAl oh Ad Bl Fhly THN oh
TR ® foeR @ Tdnt 2
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This it does in the form of tables,
which have eight columns giving the
following information: (1)
parganat/mahal; (2) gila (forts);

3 gl afeees W | f W T
&l B difelehT ® 8 ®@M oS g
frafafes gead @ @ ¢ (1)
qOAE/AEd; (2) fopar;
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(3) arazi and zamin-i paimuda (3)3RAl R FHHA-T-IERRE (AW T
measured area); .
( ) TATHR) ;

(4) naqdi, revenue assessed in cash;

5) suyurghal, grants of revenue in (HTPA (TR Fruif@ T5);

charity; G)ETE (A ® e mn e
3T ;
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(6) zamindars; columns 7 and 8
contain details of the castes of
these zamindars, and their troops
including their horsemen (sawar),
foot-soldiers (piyada) and elephants
(fil ).

(6) THITR; M 7 3R 8 # wHITW i
ifeal R ST Yewer, i<a fure
(@) 9 gl (W) dfed T Wi
HT THH ¢ T 2
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The mulk-abadi gives a fascinating,
detailed and highly complex view of
agrarian society in northern India.

Hoh-AMEEI ITW 9IRd S HfT A FHI
foaeqa, emed® 9 U=iE fo 99 Wt 2
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The fourth and fifth books (daftars)
deal with the religious, literary and
cultural traditions of the people of
India and also contain a collection
of Akbar’s “auspicious sayings”.
et sk uiwel fhae (IFRR) ¥RA &
| % werEel, Wifsfas SR wiepfas
{fg-Ramsi @ docs W@dl € e
MR ¥ e o “YH g9 " &H TH
g ot 21
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s “Moistening the rose garden of fortune” \

In this extract Abu’l Fazl gives a vivid account of how and from
whom he collected his information: ... to Abul Fazl, son of Mubarak
... this sublime mandate was given. “Write with the pen of sincerity
the account of the glorious events and of our dominion-conquering

victories ...

* “gufeerd & o 9w e
™ G} T e A Srge e ¥ W W 9k W 3 gar fwa € fe
qaR... Ht I8 VMR g & @, “erer w=een o Toe-a
T A e TARE Thasl &1 M SAFKRE & &ow | faat... |
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Assuredly, | spent much labour and research in\
collecting the records and narratives of His
Majesty’s actions and | was a long time

interrogating the servants of the State and the old
members of the illustrious family

qheell @, A7 wropt GivE AR fyeTa ek wemtEn
%1 Tfafafeet & Fe@ AR AT T fHU iR @ga
T % T o garsd 9 et IRar & a8 o
BICEEEICICSERERI j
-
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| examined both prudent, truth-speaking old men and active—\
minded, right actioned young ones and reduced their statements
to writing. The Royal commands were issued to the provinces, that
those who from old service remembered, with certainty or with
adminicle of doubt, the events of the past, should copy out the
notes and memoranda and transit them to the court.

1 ¥ wied 9 9UERR g9 SR pdid fmm 9w, ol
S S (H 9@) B W@, 3R S 99l &t fafed w9 9 <
feam gat &t R g W fear e fe @A genfat ® faw e
Hl dd TR B TN AR 8, R fovam & WY @ AngE W+
L (), 3 o TERw & fae ek 3@ gER 69 R /

"“\,__
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(Then) a second command shone forth from the holy Presence-chamber; to\
wit — that the materials which had been collected should be ... recited in the
royal hearing, and whatever might have to be written down afterwards,
should be introduced into the noble volume as a supplement, and that such
details as on account of the minuteness of the inquiries and the minutae of
affairs, (which) could not then be brought to an end, should be inserted
afterwards at my leisure.

(fFR) 3@ Th-HNEM & %8 ¥ T iR g UvF gem; ot 3, fv st amwi
ST ®Y .. 39 Wt W § uget gAEn Wi, iR 9K W St e ot fen
S 8, S@ 3§ HEM fhae ¥ uRfyre =) e ® Wi fg=n Wi, ok 3 e @
=R St WH-Ugard St TfEAl w1 gee ¥, T Amd B qRifER $ aee 9,
| 3w S T TEN A S g, 3R A A% H I &E | /

-
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Being relieved by this royal order — the interpreter of\
the Divine ordinance - from the secret anxiety of my
heart, | proceeded to reduce into writing the rough
draughts (drafts)which were void of the grace of

arrangement and style.

A STHARY HT YA HIH AT 39 IMET TH (FT T9E)
q ot T e @ TEd TR, #Y TR we=m yrew faen
\\ﬁmaﬁ#},ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁmﬁaﬁ%ﬁlj
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| obtained the chronicle of events beginning at the Nineteenth Year of\
the Divine Era, when the Record Office was established by the
enlightened intellect of His Majesty, and from its rich pages, |
gathered the accounts of many events. Great pains too, were taken to
procure the originals or copies of most of the orders which had been
iIssued to the provinces from the Accession up to the present-day ...

A7 Tt Had % SEa 9 § - W9 HEMen ol qhEEE o
TEET SRR wIfua fRar T oo - Seaiet & gfaeragw witad fen,
AR IF WM-R T @ A HT AW HT HA AN FTHT qheAh
I3t 3 |t gl ® Ha qfd A1 Tk T w1 R S TS 9
| AR A 9% gE @t WK R T e /
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| also took much trouble to incorporate many of the reports which\
ministers and high officials had submitted, about the affairs of the
empire and the events of foreign countries. And my labour-loving
soul was satiated by the apparatus of inquiry and research.

HTht fEapal &1 WEA @ gL, HY ST @ g Ruef wt ot wite fe st
gueT % fafa= amel @ g *e # udt wemeh & WR 7 off ik N e
JpEl SR GhE 7 AT o SR Seredad o @ivEE % a3 @ 70 fHeaaues
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| also exerted myself energetically to collect the\
rough notes and memoranda of sagacious and well-

iInformed men. By these means, | constructed a

reservoir for irrigating and moistening the rose

garden of fortune (the Akbar Nama).

T FHea & Wy A F w2 HER T WA o wied
fey St WMPR R el @t} fed 9 T oadwt @
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Ain was officially sponsored to
record detailed information to
facilitate Emperor Akbar govern his
empire

IEIME AP & M I Gfaaa ok
fau oz wt o 9k W fawga
g W w1 o faw yeifsa feen
RIE I
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Numerous errors in totalling have
been detected. These are ascribed
to simple slips of arithmetic or of
transcription by Abu’l Fazl’'s
assistants.

Sie W ® % Tafaal € T Tt
A oSar @ TR oW @ d v @Y
SA-WA g& T A B T SaA &
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Another limitation of the Ain is the
somewhat skewed nature of the
quantitative data. Data were not
collected uniformly from all
provinces.

AT H TH AR o 98 © o s@eh
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s “Translating the Ain \

Given the importance of the Ain, it has been translated for use by a
number of scholars. Henry Blochmann edited it and the Asiatic Society
of Bengal, Calcutta (present-day Kolkata), published it in its
Bibliotheca Indica series.

% I HT AR
A 1 STEHAd &t 99 4, H% fagAl 74 TUH1 AR fovan 0 =Afwaa 3 @
guika fFar 3R wodw (MW & FHiaw@) & UREREE WERA 3 ST
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The book has also been translated into English in\
three volumes. The standard translation of
Volume 1 is that of Henry Blochmann (Calcutta
1873). The other two volumes were translated by
H.S. Jarrett (Calcutta 1891 and 1894).

W feam =1 @ @t A i ogEw Hft fe T
TR WS H AME AU AR sAHAT H @
(FHAHTT, 1873), qhI S I WEl o A(ER TE. TH.
. SRE R fRT (wehd, 1891 3R 1894)1 /
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