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Vijayanagara or “city of 
victory” was the name of both 
a city and an empire.  

fot;uxj vFkok ¶fot; dk 'kgj¸ 
,d 'kgj vkSj ,d lkezkT;] nksuks a osQ 
fy, iz;qDr uke FkkA 
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Remembered it as Hampi, a 
name derived from that of the 
local mother goddess, 
Pampadevi.  

mUgks aus bls gEih uke ls ;kn j[kkA 
bl uke dk vkfoHkkZo ;gk¡ dh 
LFkkuh; ekr`nsoh iEiknsoh osQ uke ls 
gqvk FkkA 
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Prepared the first survey 
map of the site.  

bl LFkku dk igyk losZ{k.k 
ekufp=k rS;kj fd;kA 

The Discovery of Hampi 

 gEih dh [kkst 

Colonel Colin Mackenzie  

duZy dkWfyu eSosQUth 
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Colin Mackenzie  

Born in 1754, Colin Mackenzie became 
famous as an engineer, surveyor and 
cartographer. In 1815 he was appointed 
the first Surveyor General of India, a 
post he held till his death in 1821. 

dkWfyu eSosQUth  

1754 bZ- esa tUes dkWfyu eSosQUth us ,d 
vfHk;ark] losZ{kd] rFkk ekufp=kdkj osQ :i esa 
izflf¼ gkfly dhA 1815 esa mUgsa Hkkjr dk igyk 
losZ;j tujy cuk;k x;k vkSj 1821 esa viuh 
e`R;q rd os bl in ij cus jgsA 
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He embarked on collecting local 
histories and surveying historic 
sites in order to better 
understand India’s past and make 
governance of the colony easier.  

Hkkjr osQ vrhr dks csgrj us vkSj 
mifuos'k osQ iz'kklu dks vklku cukus osQ 
fy, mUgks aus bfrgkl ls lacafèkr LFkkuh; 
ijaijkvks a dk ladyu rFkk ,sfrgkfld 
LFkyks a dk losZ{k.k djuk vkjaHk fd;kA 
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He says that “it struggled long 
under the miseries of bad 
management … before the South 
came under the benign influence 
of the British government”. 

os dgrs gS] ¶fczfV'k iz'kklu osQ lqizHkko 
esa vkus ls igys nf{k.k Hkkjr [kjkc 
izcaèku dh nqxZfr ls yacs le; rd 
tw>rk jgkA¸ 
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By studying Vijayanagara, Mackenzie 
believed that the East India Company could 
gain “much useful information on many of 
these institutions, laws and customs whose 
influence still prevails among the various 
Tribes of Natives forming the general mass 
of the population to this day” 

fot;uxj osQ vè;;u ls eSosQUth dks ;g fo'okl gks 
x;k fd oaQiuh] ¶LFkkuh; yksxks a osQ vyx&vyx 
dchyks a] tks bl le; Hkh tula[;k dk ,d cM+k 
fgLlk Fks] dks vc Hkh izHkkfor djus okys buesa ls dbZ 
laLFkkvks a] dkuwuks a rFkk jhfr&fjok”kks a osQ fo"k; esa cgqr 
egÙoiw.kZ tkudkfj;k¡¸ gkfly dj ldrh FkhA 
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Rayas, Nayakas and Sultans 

jk;] uk;d rFkk lqyrku 

Two brothers, Harihara and Bukka, 
founded the Vijayanagara Empire 

fot;uxj lkezkT; dh LFkkiuk nks 
Hkkb;ks aµgfjgj vkSj cqDdkµ}kjk dh xbZ FkhA  

Peoples who spoke different 
languages and followed different 
religious traditions. 

vyx&vyx Hkk"kk,¡ cksyus okys rFkk 
vyx&vyx èkkfeZd ijaijkvks a dks ekuus 
okys yksx jgrs FksA 
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Karnataka samrajyamu  

While historians use the term 
Vijayanagara Empire, 
contemporaries described it as the 
karnataka samrajyamu. 

dukZVd lkezkT;eq  

tgk¡ bfrgkldkj fot;uxj lkezkT; 'kCn 
dk iz;ksx djrs gSa ogha ledkyhu yksxks a us 
mls dukZVd lkezkT;eq dh laKk nhA 
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Elephants, horses and men  

Gajapati literally means lord of elephants. This was 
the name of a ruling lineage that was very powerful 
in Orissa in the fifteenth century. In the popular 
traditions of Vijayanagara the Deccan Sultans are 
termed as ashvapati or lord of horses and the rayas 
are called narapati or lord of men.  

gkFkh] ?kksM+ s vkSj yksx  

xtifr dk 'kkfCnd vFkZ gkfFk;ks a dk Lokeh gksrk gSA ianzgoha 
'krkCnh esa mM+hlk osQ ,d 'kfDr'kkyh 'kkld oa'k dk ;gh 
uke FkkA fot;uxj dh yksd izpfyr ijaijkvks a es a nDdu osQ 
lqYrkuks a dks v'oifr ;k ?kksM+k s a osQ Lokeh rFkk jk;ks a dks 
ujifr ;k yksxks a osQ Lokeh dh laKk nh xbZ gSA 
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Cholas in Tamil Nadu and the 
Hoysalas in Karnataka 

rfeyukMq esa pksyks a vkSj dukZVd esa 
gks;lkyks a osQ jkT; dk fodkl ns[kk FkkA  

The rulers of Vijayanagara, who 
called themselves rayas,  

fot;uxj osQ 'kkldksa] tks vius vki dks jk; 
dgrs Fk 
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Built on these traditions and 
carried them 

bu ijaijkvks a dks vkxs c<+k;kA  
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Kings and traders  

'kkld vkSj O;kikjh 

Warfare 

;q¼dyk 

Effective cavalry, the import 
of horses  

izHkko'kkyh v'olsuk] ?kksM+k s a dk 
vk;kr cgqr egÙoiw.kZ FkkA  
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Local communities of merchants 
known as kudirai chettis  

LFkkuh; lewg] ftUgsa oqQfnjbZ psV~Vh dgk 
tkrk Fkk  

Portuguese  

iqrZxkyh 
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Establish trading and 
military stations  

O;kikfjd rFkk lkefjd osaQnz 
LFkkfir djus dk iz;kl djus yxsA 
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Superior military technology, 
especially the use of 
muskets, enabled them to 
become important players in 
the tangled politics of the 
period.  

csgrj lkefjd rduhd] fo'ks"k 
:i ls canwdks a osQ iz;ksx us mUgsa 
bl dky dh my>h gqbZ jktuhfr 
esa ,d egÙoiw.kZ 'kfDr cudj 
mHkjus esa lgk;rk dhA 
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Revenue derived from trade in 
turn contributed significantly 
to the prosperity of the state.  

nwljh vksj O;kikj ls izkIr jktLo 
jkT; dh le`f¼ esa egÙoiw.kZ ;ksxnku 
nsrk FkkA 

Vijayanagara was also noted for 
its markets dealing in spices, 
textiles and precious stones.  

fot;uxj Hkh elkyks a] oL=kks a rFkk jRuks a osQ 
vius ck”kkjks a osQ fy, izfl¼ FkkA 
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The apogee and decline of the empire  

jkT; dk pjeksRd"kZ rFkk iru 

They were supplanted by the 
Saluvas, military commanders,  

mUgsa lqyqoks a us m[kkM+ isaQdk] tks lSfud 
dekaMj Fks 

The first dynasty, known as the 
Sangama dynasty,  

igys jktoa'k] tks laxe oa'k dgykrk Fkk 
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They were replaced by the Tuluvas. 
Krishnadeva Raya belonged to the 
Tuluva dynasty.  

rqyqoks a us mudk LFkku fy;kA Ñ".knso jk; 
rqyqo oa'k ls gh lac¼ FkkA 
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Krishnadeva Raya’s rule 

Ñ".knso jk; osQ 'kklu  

Expansion and consolidation 

foLrkj vkSj n`<+hdj.k 
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The kingdom remained in a 
constant state of military 
preparedness, it flourished 
under conditions of 
unparalleled peace and 
prosperity.  

jkT; ges'kk lkefjd :i ls rS;kj 
jgrk Fkk] ysfdu fiQj Hkh ;g 
vrqyuh; 'kkafr vkSj le`f¼ dh 
fLFkfr;ks a esa iQyk&iwQykA 
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He also founded a suburban 
township near Vijayanagara called 
Nagalapuram after his mother.  

mlus viuh ek¡ osQ uke ij fot;uxj osQ 
lehi gh uxyiqje~ uked miuxj dh 
LFkkiuk Hkh dh FkhA 
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Krishnadeva Raya’s death in 1529.  

Ñ".knso dh e`R;q lu~ 1529 esa gqbZA   

Successors were troubled by 
rebellious nayakas or military chiefs.  

mÙkjkfèkdkfj;ks a dks fonzksgh uk;dksa ;k 
lsukifr;ks a ls pqukSrh dk lkeuk djuk iM+kA 
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Armies of the Sultans were 
responsible for the destruction 
of the city of Vijayanagara, 
relations between the Sultans 
and the rayas were not always 
or inevitably hostile  

fot;uxj 'kgj osQ foèoal osQ fy, 
lqYrkuks a dh lsuk,¡ mÙkjnk;h Fkha] fiQj 
Hkh lqyrkuks a vkSj jk;ks a osQ lacaèk 
èkkfeZd fHkUurk,¡ gksus ij Hkh ges'kk 
;k vifjgk;Z :i ls 'k=kqrkiw.kZ ugha 
jgrs FksA 
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Kings and traders  

Krishnadeva Raya (ruled 1509-29), the 
most famous ruler of Vijayanagara, 
composed a work on statecraft in Telugu 
known as the Amuktamalyada. About 
traders he wrote:  

jktk vkSj O;kikjh  

fot;uxj osQ lcls izfl¼ 'kkld Ñ".knso jk; 
('kkludky 1509&29) us 'kkludyk osQ fo"k; esa 
veqDreY;n uked rsyqxq Hkk"kk esa ,d Ñfr 
fy[khA O;kikfj;ks a osQ fo"k; esa mlus fy[kk%  
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A king should improve the harbours 
of his country and so encourage its 
commerce that horses, elephants, 
precious gems, sandalwood, pearls 
and other articles are freely 
imported … 

,d jktk dks vius cUnjxkgks a dks lqèkkjuk 
pkfg, vkSj okf.kT; dks bl izdkj izksRlkfgr 
djuk pkfg, fd ?kksM+k s a] gkfFk;ks a] jRuks a] 
panu] eksrh rFkk vU; oLrqvks a dk [kqys rkSj 
ij vk;kr fd;k tk losQ--- 
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He should arrange that the foreign 
sailors who land in his country on 
account of storms, illness and 
exhaustion are looked after in a 
suitable manner …  

mls izcaèk djuk pkfg, fd mu fons'kh 
ukfodksa ftUgsa rwiQkuks a] chekjh ;k Fkdku osQ 
dkj.k muosQ ns'k esa mrjuk iM+rk gS] dh 
Hkyh&Hkk¡fr ns[kHkky dh tk losQ--- 
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Make the merchants of distant foreign 
countries who import elephants and good 
horses be attached to yourself by providing 
them with daily audience, presents and 
allowing decent profits. Then those articles 
will never go to your enemies.  

lqnwj ns'kks a osQ O;kikfj;ks a] tks gkfFk;ks a vkSj vPNs ?kksM+k s a 
dk vk;kr djrs gSa] dks jkst cSBd esa cqykdj] rksgI+ ksQ 
nsdj rFkk mfpr equkisQ dh LohÑfr nsdj vius lkFk 
lac¼ djuk pkfg,A ,slk djus ij ;s oLrq,¡ dHkh Hkh 
rqEgkjs nq'euks a rd ugha igq¡ps axhA  



(C. Fourteenth to sixteenth century) (yxHkx pkSngoha ls lksygoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SEVEN 

AN IMPERIAL CAPITAL 
VIJAYANAGARA  

,d lkezkT; dh jktèkkuh 
fot;uxj  

Yavana is a Sanskrit word used 
for the Greeks and other 
peoples who entered the 
subcontinent from the north 
west.  

;ou laLÑr Hkk"kk dk 'kCn gS ftldk 
iz;ksx ;wukfu;ks a rFkk mÙkj&if'pe ls 
miegk}hi esa vkusokys vU; yksxks a osQ 
fy, fd;k tkrk FkkA 
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Amara is believed to be derived from 
the Sanskrit word samara, meaning 
battle or war. It also resembles the 
Persian term amir, meaning a high 
noble. 

vej 'kCn dk vkfoHkkZo ekU;rkuqlkj laLÑr 
'kCn lej ls gqvk gS ftldk vFkZ gS yM+kbZ 
;k ;q¼A ;g I+kQkjlh 'kCn vehj ls Hkh 
feyrk&tqyrk gS ftldk vFkZ gSµ m¡Qps in 
dk oqQyhu O;fDrA 
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Finding out about the city  

A large number of inscriptions of the kings of 
Vijayanagara and their nayakas recording 
donations to temples as well as describing 
important events have been recovered. Several 
travellers visited the city and wrote about it. 

'kgj osQ fo"k; esa [kkst  

fot;uxj osQ jktkvks a rFkk muosQ uk;dksa osQ cM+h la[;k esa 
vfHkys[k feys gSa ftuesa efUnjks a dks fn, tkusokys nkuks a dk 
mYys[k rFkk egÙoiw.kZ ?kVukvks a dk fooj.k gSA dbZ ;kf=k;ks a 
us 'kgj dh ;k=kk dh vkSj blosQ ckjs esa fy[kkA 
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Notable among their accounts are those of an Italian 
trader named Nicolo de Conti, an ambassador named 
Abdur Razzaq sent by the ruler of Persia, a merchant 
named Afanasii Nikitin from Russia, all of whom 
visited the city in the fifteenth century, and those of 
Duarte Barbosa, Domingo Paes and Fernao Nuniz from 
Portugal, who came in the sixteenth century. 

buesa lcls mYys[kuh; o`Ùkkar fudksyks ns dkWUrh uked brkyoh 
O;kikjh] vCnqj j””kkd uked I+kQkjl osQ jktk dk nwr] 
vI+kQkuklh fufdfru uked :l dk ,d O;kikjh] ftu lHkh us 
ianzgoha 'krkCnh esa 'kgj dh ;k=kk dh Fkh] vkSj nqvkrsZ cjckslk] 
Mksfeaxks isl rFkk iqrZxky dk iQukZoks uwfu”k] tks lHkh lksygoha 
'krkCnh esa vk, Fks] osQ gSaA 
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A sprawling city  

This is an excerpt from Domingo 
Paes’s description of Vijayanagara: 

fo'kky] iSQyk gqvk 'kgj  

;g Mksfeaxks isl }kjk fy[ks x, fot;uxj 
'kgj osQ o.kZu ls fy;k x;k ,d m¼j.k gS% 
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The size of this city I do not write here, 
because it cannot all be seen from any 
one spot, but I climbed a hill whence I 
could see a great part of it; I could not 
see it all because it lies between 
several ranges of hills. 

bl 'kgj dk ifjeki eSa ;gk¡ ugha fy[k jgk gw¡ 
D;ks afd ;g ,d LFkku ls iwjh rjg ugha ns[kk tk 
ldrk] ij eSa ,d igkM+ ij p<+k tgk¡ ls eSa 
bldk ,d cM+k Hkkx ns[k ik;kA eSa bls iwjh rjg 
ls ugha ns[k ik;k D;ks afd ;g dbZ ioZr Ük ` a[kykvks a 
osQ chp fLFkr gSA 
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What I saw from thence seemed to me as large as Rome, 
and very beautiful to the sight; there are many groves of 
trees within it, in the gardens of the houses, and many 
conduits of water which flow into the midst of it, and in 
places there are lakes; and the king has close to his 
palace a palm-grove and other rich fruit-bearing trees. 

ogk¡ ls eSaus tks ns[kk og eq>s jkse ftruk fo'kky izrhr gqvk] 
vkSj ns[kus esa vR;ar lqUnj_ blesa isM+k s a osQ dbZ miou gSa] 
vkoklks a osQ cxhpks a esa] rFkk ikuh dh dbZ ukfy;k¡ tks blesa vkrh 
gSa] rFkk dbZ LFkkuks a ij >hysa gSa_ rFkk jktk osQ egy osQ lehi 
gh [ktwj osQ isM+ks a dk cxhpk rFkk vU; iQy iznku djus okys 
o`{k FksA  
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How tanks were built  

About a tank constructed by Krishnadeva Raya, 
Paes wrote: 

gkS”kks a@tyk'k;ks a dk fuekZ.k fdl izdkj gksrk Fkk\  

o`Q".knso jk; }kjk cuok, x, tyk'k; osQ fo"k; esa isl 
fy[krk gS% 
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The king made a tank … at the mouth of two hills 
so that all the water which comes from either 
one side or the other collects there; and, besides 
this, water comes to it from more than three 
leagues (approximately 15 kilometres) by pipes 
which run along the lower parts of the range 
outside. 

jktk us ,d tyk'k; cuok;k--- nks igkfM+;ks a osQ eq[k&focj 
ij ftlls nksuks a esa ls fdlh igkM+h ls vkus okyk lkjk 
ty ogk¡ bd_k gks] blosQ vykok ty 9 ehy (yxHkx 
15 fdeh) ls Hkh vf/d dh nwjh ls ikbiks a ls vkrk gS tks 
ckgjh Ük ` a[kyk osQ fupys fgLls osQ lkFk&lkFk cuk, x, FksA 
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This water is brought from a lake which itself 
overflows into a little river. The tank has three 
large pillars handsomely carved with figures; 
these connect above with certain pipes by which 
they get water when they have to irrigate their 
gardens and rice-fields. 

;g ty ,d >hy ls yk;k tkrk gS tks Nydko ls [kqn 
,d NksVh unh esa feyrh gSA tyk'k; esa rhu fo'kky LraHk 
cus gSa ftu ij [kwclwjrh ls fp=k mosQjs x, gSa_ ;s Åijh 
Hkkx esa oqQN ikbiks a ls tqM+s gq, gSa ftuls ;s vius cxhpks a 
rFkk èkku osQ [ksrks a dh flapkbZ osQ ikuh ykrs gSaA 



(C. Fourteenth to sixteenth century) (yxHkx pkSngoha ls lksygoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SEVEN 

AN IMPERIAL CAPITAL 
VIJAYANAGARA  

,d lkezkT; dh jktèkkuh 
fot;uxj  

In order to make this tank the said 
king broke down a hill … In the tank I 
saw so many people at work that there 
must have been fifteen or twenty 
thousand men, looking like ants …  

bl tyk'k; dks cukus osQ fy, bl jktk us 
,d iwjh igkM+h dks rqM+ok fn;k--- tyk'k; esa 
eSaus brus yksxks a dks dk;Z djrs ns[kk fd ogk¡ 
iUnzg ls chl g”kkj vkneh Fks] phfV;ks a dh 
rjg--- 
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AN IMPERIAL 
CAPITAL 

VIJAYANAGARA  
(c. 14th  to 16th  century) 

,d lkezkT; dh 
jktèkkuh% fot;uxj 
(yxHkx pkSngoha ls lksygoha lnh rd) 
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Vijayanagara  : The Capital and its Environs 

fot;uxj % jktèkkuh rFkk mlosQ ifjizns'k  

Vijayanagara, was characterised 
by a distinctive physical layout 
and building style. 

fot;uxj ,d fof'k"V HkkSfrd :ijs[kk 
rFkk LFkkiR; 'kSyh ls vfHkyf{kr FkhA  
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A sprawling city  

This is an excerpt from Domingo Paes’s 
description of Vijayanagara:  

fo'kky] iSQyk gqvk 'kgj  

;g Mksfeaxks isl }kjk fy[ks x, fot;uxj 'kgj osQ o.kZu ls 
fy;k x;k ,d m¼j.k gS% 
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The size of this city I do not write here, 
because it cannot all be seen from any one 
spot, but I climbed a hill whence I could see 
a great part of it; I could not see it all 
because it lies between several ranges of 
hills. 

bl 'kgj dk ifjeki eSa ;gk¡ ugha fy[k jgk gw¡ D;ks afd 
;g ,d LFkku ls iwjh rjg ugha ns[kk tk ldrk] ij 
eSa ,d igkM+ ij p<+k tgk¡ ls eSa bldk ,d cM+k 
Hkkx ns[k ik;kA eSa bls iwjh rjg ls ugha ns[k ik;k 
D;ks afd ;g dbZ ioZr Ük` a[kykvks a osQ chp fLFkr gSA 
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What I saw from thence seemed to me as large as 
Rome, and very beautiful to the sight; there are many 
groves of trees within it, in the gardens of the houses, 
and many conduits of water which flow into the midst 
of it, and in places there are lakes; and the king has 
close to his palace a palm-grove and other rich fruit-
bearing trees.  

ogk¡ ls eSaus tks ns[kk og eq>s jkse ftruk fo'kky izrhr gqvk] vkSj 
ns[kus esa vR;ar lqUnj_ blesa isM+ks a osQ dbZ miou gSa] vkoklks a osQ 
cxhpks a esa] rFkk ikuh dh dbZ ukfy;k¡ tks blesa vkrh gSa] rFkk dbZ 
LFkkuks a ij >hysa gS a_ rFkk jktk osQ egy osQ lehi gh [ktwj osQ isM+ks a 
dk cxhpk rFkk vU; iQy iznku djus okys o`{k FksA 
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 Water resources  

ty&laink 

location of Vijayanagara is the 
natural basin formed by the river 
Tungabhadra  

fot;uxj dh HkkSxksfyd fLFkfr osQ fo"k; 
esa lcls pkS adkus okyk rF; rqaxHkæk unh 
}kjk ;gk¡ fufeZr ,d izkÑfrd oqQ.M gSA 
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A number of streams flow 
down to the river from 
these rocky outcrops.  

bu igkfM+;ks a ls dbZ ty&èkkjk,¡ 
vkdj unh ls feyrh gSaA 

Embankments were built 
along these streams to 
create reservoirs of varying 
sizes.  

lHkh èkkjkvks a osQ lkFk&lkFk ck¡èk 
cukdj vyx&vyx vkdkjks a osQ 
gkS”k cuk, x, FksA 
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To be made to store 
rainwater and conduct it to 
the city.  

ikuh osQ lap;u vkSj bls 'kgj 
rd ys tkus osQ O;kid izcaèk 
djuk vko';d FkkA 
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Kamalapuram tank ,  water from 
this tank not only irrigated fields 
nearby but was also conducted 
through a channel to the “royal 
centre”.  

deyiqje~ tyk'k;] bl gkS”k osQ ikuh 
ls u osQoy vkl&ikl osQ [ksrks a dks 
lhapk tkrk Fkk cfYd bls ,d ugj osQ 
ekè;e ls ¶jktdh; osaQæ¸ rd Hkh ys 
tk;k x;k FkkA 
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How tanks were built  

About a tank constructed by 
Krishnadeva Raya, Paes wrote:  

gkS”kks a@tyk'k;ks a dk fuekZ.k fdl izdkj 
gksrk Fkk\ 

o`Q".knso jk; }kjk cuok, x, tyk'k; osQ 
fo"k; esa isl fy[krk gS% 
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The king made a tank … at the mouth of two hills so that 
all the water which comes from either one side or the 
other collects there; and, besides this, water comes to it 
from more than three leagues (approximately 15 
kilometres) by pipes which run along the lower parts of 
the range outside. This water is brought from a lake 
which itself overflows into a little river  

jktk us ,d tyk'k; cuok;k--- nks igkfM+;ks a osQ eq[k&focj ij 
ftlls nksuks a esa ls fdlh igkM+h ls vkus okyk lkjk ty ogk¡ 
bdV~Bk gks] blosQ vykok ty 9 ehy (yxHkx 15 fdeh) ls Hkh 
vf/d dh nwjh ls ikbiks a ls vkrk gS tks ckgjh Ük ` a[kyk osQ fupys 
fgLls osQ lkFk&lkFk cuk, x, FksA ;g ty ,d >hy ls yk;k 
tkrk gS tks Nydko ls [kqn ,d NksVh unh esa feyrh gSA 
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The tank has three large pillars handsomely carved with 
figures; these connect above with certain pipes by 
which they get water when they have to irrigate their 
gardens and rice-fields. In order to make this tank the 
said king broke down a hill … In the tank I saw so many 
people at work that there must have been fifteen or 
twenty thousand men, looking like ants …  

tyk'k; esa rhu fo'kky LraHk cus gSa ftu ij [kwclwjrh ls fp=k 
mosQjs x, gSa_ ;s Åijh Hkkx esa oqQN ikbiks a ls tqM+s gq, gSa ftuls 
;s vius cxhpks a rFkk èkku osQ [ksrks a dh flapkbZ osQ ikuh ykrs gSaA 
bl tyk'k; dks cukus osQ fy, bl jktk us ,d iwjh igkM+h dks 
rqM+ok fn;k--- tyk'k; esa eSaus brus yksxks a dks dk;Z djrs ns[kk 
fd ogk¡ iUnzg ls chl g”kkj vkneh Fks] phfV;ks a dh rjg--- 
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Abdur Razzaq, an ambassador 
sent by the ruler of Persia 

I+kQkjl osQ 'kkld }kjk Hkstk x;k nwr 
vCnqj j””kkd 

 Fortifications and roads 

 fO+kQyscafn;k¡ rFkk lM+osaQ 
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impressed by the fortifications 

fO+kQyscanh ls cgqr izHkkfor gqvk 

These encircled not only the city but 
also its agricultural hinterland and 
forests. The outermost wall linked the 
hills surrounding the city.  

buls u osQOky 'kgj dks cfYd o`Qf"k esa iz;qDr 
vklikl osQ {ks=k rFkk taxyks a dks Hkh ?ksjk x;k 
FkkA lcls ckgjh nhokj 'kgj osQ pkjks a vksj cuh 
igkfM+;ks a dks vkil esa tksM+rh FkhA  
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Most significant about this 
fortification is that it enclosed 
agricultural tracts. 

bl fO+kQyscanh dh lcls egÙoiw.kZ ckr ;g 
Fkh fd blls [ksrks a dks Hkh ?ksjk x;k FkkA 
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Agricultural tracts were 
incorporated within the fortified 
area? Often, the objective of 
medieval sieges was to starve 
the defenders 

o`Qf"k&{ks=kks a dks fO+kQyscan HkwHkkx esa D;ks a 
lekfgr fd;k tkrk Fkk\ vDlj 
eè;dkyhu ?ksjkcafn;ks a dk eq[; mís'; 
izfri{k dks [kk| lkexzh ls oafpr dj 
leiZ.k osQ fy, ckè; djuk gksrk FkkA 
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Second line of fortification went 
round the inner core of the urban 
complex, and a third line 
surrounded the royal centre, 
within which each set of major 
buildings was surrounded by its 
own high walls. 

nwljh fO+kQyscanh uxjh; oasQnz osQ vkarfjd 
Hkkx osQ pkjks a vksj cuh gqbZ Fkh] vkSj 
rhljh ls 'kkldh; osaQnz dks ?ksjk x;k Fkk 
ftlesa egÙoiw.kZ bekjrks a osQ izR;sd lewg 
dks viuh Å¡ph nhokjks a ls ?ksjk x;k FkkA 
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The fort was entered through well-
guarded gates, which linked the 
city to the major roads. 

nqxZ esa izos'k osQ fy, vPNh rjg lqjf{kr 
izos'k}kj Fks tks 'kgj dks eq[; lM+dks a ls 
tksM+rs FksA 

Gateways were distinctive 
architectural features  

izos'k}kj fof'k"V LFkkIkR; osQ uewus Fks 
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Arch on the gateway leading into 
the fortified settlement as well as 
the dome over the gate 

fO+kQyscan cLrh eas tkus osQ fy, cus 
izos'k}kj ij cuh esgjkc vkSj LkkFk gh }kj 
osQ Åij cuh xqacn rqdhZ lqYrkuks a }kjk 
izofrZr LFkkiR; osQ pkfjf=kd rÙo ekus 
tkrs gSaA 
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The urban core  

'kgjh osaQn 

Moving along the roads leading 
into the urban core, there is 
relatively little archaeological 
evidence of the houses of ordinary 
people.  

'kgjh osaQnz dh vksj tkus okyh lM+dks a ij 
pysa rks lkekU; yksxks a osQ vkoklks a osQ 
vis{kko`Qr de iqjkrkfRod lk{; gSaA 
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Chinese porcelain in some areas, 
including in the north-eastern 
corner of the urban core and 
suggest that these areas may have 
been occupied by rich traders.  

'kgjh osaQnz dk mÙkj&iwohZ dksuk Hkh 'kkfey 
gS] esa ifj"o`Qr phuh feêh ik;h gS vkSj 
mudk ;g lq>ko gS fd gks ldrk gS bu 
LFkkuks a esa vehj O;kikjh jgrs gks aA 
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Field surveys indicate that the 
entire area was dotted with 
numerous shrines and small 
temples, pointing to the 
prevalence of a variety of cults, 
perhaps supported by different 
communities.  

{ks=k&losZ{k.k bafxr djrs gSa fd bl iwjs 
{ks=k esa cgqr ls iwtk LFky vkSj NksVs efUnj 
Fks tks fofoèk izdkj osQ laiznk;ks a] tks 
laHkor% fofHkUu leqnk;ks a }kjk lajf{kr Fks] 
osQ izpyu dh vksj laosQr djrs gSaA 
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Surveys also indicate that wells, 
rainwater tanks as well as temple 
tanks may have served as sources 
of water to the ordinary town 
dwellers. 

losZ{k.kks a ls ;g Hkh bafxr gksrk gS fd 
oqQ,¡] cjlkr osQ ikuh okys tyk'k; vkSj 
lkFk gh efUnjks a osQ tyk'k; laHkor% 
lkekU; uxj fuokfl;ks a osQ fy, ikuh osQ 
Ïksr dk dk;Z djrs FksA 



(C. Fourteenth to sixteenth century) (yxHkx pkSngoha ls lksygoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SEVEN 

AN IMPERIAL CAPITAL 
VIJAYANAGARA  

,d lkezkT; dh jktèkkuh 
fot;uxj  

The Royal Centre  

jktdh; osaQn 

Royal centre was located in 
the south-western part of 
the settlement.  

jktdh; osaQnz cLrh osQ 
nf{k.k&if'peh Hkkx esa fLFkr FkkA 

it included over 60 temples  

60 ls Hkh vfèkd efUnj lfEefyr FksA  
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Thirty building complexes 
have been identified as 
palaces.  

rhl lajpukvks a dh igpku egyksa 
osQ :i esa dh xbZ gSA 
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A House of Victory?  

This is what Paes had to say about the 
audience hall and the mahanavami 
dibba, which together he called the 
“House of Victory”:  

fot; dk ,d Hkou\  

lHkk eaMi rFkk egkuoeh fMCck ftls isl] 
la;qDr :i ls ¶fot; dk Hkou¸ dh laKk nsrk 
gS] osQ fo"k; esa og fy[krk gS% 
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These buildings have two platforms one above 
the other, beautifully sculpted … On the upper 
platform … in this House of Victory the king has a 
room made of cloth … where the idol has a shrine 
... and in the other in the middle is placed a dais 
on which stands a throne of state, (the crown and 
the royal anklet) …  

bu lajpukvks a esa ,d osQ Åij ,d] nks eap gSa] laqnjrk 
ls fpf=kr--- Åijh eap ij--- bl fot; osQ Hkou esa jktk 
us diM+s ls cuk ,d dejk cuok;k gS--- tgk¡ ewfrZ dk 
,d iwtk LFky gS--- vkSj ,d vU; esa chp esa ,d 
pcwrjk j[kk gqvk gS] ftl ij jkT; dk flagklu [kM+k 
gqvk gS] (eqoqQV rFkk jktdh; ik;y)--- 
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The mahanavami dibba 

egkuoeh fMCck 

Assigned names based on 
the form of the buildings as 
well as their functions 

fof'k"V lajpukvks a dk ukedj.k 
Hkouks a osQ vkdkj vkSj lkFk gh 
muosQ dk;ks ± osQ vkèkkj ij fd;k 
x;k gSA 
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“king’s palace” is the largest of the 
enclosures but has not yielded 
definitive evidence of being a royal 
residence. It has two of the most 
impressive platforms, usually called 
the “audience hall” and the 
“mahanavami dibba”. 

¶jktk dk Hkou¸ uked lajpuk var%{ks=k esa 
lcls fo'kky gS ijarq blosQ jktdh; vkokl 
gksus dk dksbZ fuf'pr lk{; ugha feyk gSA 
blosQ nks lcls izHkko'kkyh eap gSa] ftUgsa 
lkekU;r% ¶lHkk eaMi¸ rFkk ¶egkuoeh 
fMCck¸ dgk tkrk gSA 



(C. Fourteenth to sixteenth century) (yxHkx pkSngoha ls lksygoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SEVEN 

AN IMPERIAL CAPITAL 
VIJAYANAGARA  

,d lkezkT; dh jktèkkuh 
fot;uxj  

“mahanavami dibba” is a massive 
platform rising from a base of 
about 11,000 sq. ft to a height of 
40 ft. 

¶egkuoeh fMCck¸ ,d fo'kkydk; eap 
gS tks yxHkx 11000 oxZ iQhV osQ vkèkkj 
ls 40 iQhV dh Å¡pkbZ rd tkrk gSA 
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Rituals associated with the structure 
probably coincided with Mahanavami 
(literally, the great ninth day) of the 
ten-day Hindu festival during the 
autumn months of September and 
October, known variously as Dusehra 
(northern India), Durga Puja (in 
Bengal) and Navaratri or Mahanavami  

bl lajpuk ls tqM+ s vuq"Bku] laHkor% flracj 
rFkk vDVwcj osQ 'kjn eklks a esa euk, tkus 
okys nl fnu osQ fganw R;kSgkj] ftls n'kgjk 
(mÙkj Hkkjr)] nqxkZ iwtk (caxky esa) rFkk 
uojk=kh ;k egkuoeh (izk;}hih; Hkkjr esa) 
ukeks a ls tkuk tkrk gS] 
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The ceremonies performed on the 
occasion included worship of the 
image, worship of the state horse, 
and the sacrifice of buffaloes and 
other animals.  

bl volj ij gksus okys èkekZuq"Bkuks a esa 
ewfrZ dh iwtk] jkT; osQ v'o dh iwtk] 
rFkk HkS alks a vkSj vU; tkuojks a dh cfy 
lfEefyr FkhA 
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Dances, wrestling matches, and 
processions of caparisoned horses, 
elephants and chariots and 
soldiers, as well as ritual 
presentations before the king and 
his guests by the chief nayakas and 
subordinate kings marked the 
occasion. 

u`R;] oqQ'rh izfrLièkkZ rFkk lk”k yxs ?kksM+k s a] 
gkfFk;ks a rFkk jFkks a vkSj lSfudks a dh 
'kksHkk;k=kk vkSj lkFk gh izeq[k uk;dksa vkSj 
vèkhuLFk jktkvks a }kjk jktk vkSj mlosQ 
vfrfFk;ks a dks nh tkus okyh vkSipkfjd Hks aV 
bl volj osQ izeq[k vkd"kZ.k FksA 
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Other buildings in the royal centre 

jktdh; osaQnz esa fLFkr vU; Hkou 

historians are not quite sure 
what the building was used for 

bfrgkldkj bl ckjs esa fuf'pr ugha 
gSa fd ;g Hkou fdl dk;Z osQ fy, 
cuk FkkA 

Lotus Mahal, so named by 
British travellers 

,d yksVl (dey) ftldk ;g 
ukedj.k vaxz s”k ;kf=k;ks a us fd;k FkkA 
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One suggestion, found in a map 
drawn by Mackenzie, is that it 
may have been a council 
chamber, a place where the 
king met his advisers. 

,d lq>ko] tks eSosQU”kh }kjk cuk, x, 
ekufp=k ls feyrk gS] ;g gS fd ;g 
ifj"knh; lnu Fkk tgk¡ jktk vius 
ijke'kZnkrkvks a ls feyrk FkkA 
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Hazara Rama temple. This was 
probably meant to be used only 
by the king and his family.  

g”kkj jke efUnj dk iz;ksx osQoy jktk 
vkSj muosQ ifjokj }kjk gh fd;k tkrk 
FkkA  
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The Sacred Centre : Choosing a capital  

èkkfeZd osaQæ % jktèkkuh dk p;u 

Rulers very often 
encouraged temple building 
as a means of associating 
themselves with the divine  

'kkld vius vki dks bZ'oj ls 
tksM+us osQ fy, efUnj fuekZ.k dks 
izksRlkgu nsrs Fks  
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Temples also functioned as 
centres of learning. Besides, 
rulers and others often granted 
land and other resources for 
the maintenance of temples.  

efUnj f'k{kk osQ osaQæks a osQ :i esa Hkh 
dk;Z djrs FksA 'kkld vkSj vU; yksx 
efUnj osQ j[k&j[kko osQ fy, Hkwfe ;k 
vU; laink nku esa nsrs FksA 
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Temples developed as significant 
religious, social, cultural and 
economic centres. From the point of 
view of the rulers, constructing, 
repairing and maintaining temples 
were important means of winning 
support and recognition for their 
power , wealth and piety.  

efUnj egÙoiw.kZ èkkfeZd] lkekftd] lkaLÑfrd 
rFkk vkfFkZd osaQæks a osQ :i esa fodflr gq,A 
'kkldksa osQ n`f"Vdks.k ls efUnjks a dk fuekZ.k] 
ejEer rFkk j[kj[kko] viuh lÙkk] laifÙk rFkk 
fu"Bk osQ fy, leFkZu rFkk ekU;rk osQ 
egÙoiw.kZ ekè;e FksA 
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Rulers also indicated their 
close links with the gods by 
using the title “Hindu 
Suratrana”.  

'kkld nsorkvks a ls vius xgu lacaèkks a 
osQ laosQrd osQ :i esa fo#n ¶fgUnw 
lwjrjk.kk¸ dk iz;ksx Hkh djrs FksA 

Vijayanagara kings claimed to 
rule on behalf of the god 
Virupaksha.  

fot;uxj osQ 'kkld Hkxoku fo#ik{k 
dh vksj ls 'kklu djus dk nkok 
djrs FksA 
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King’s visits to temples were 
treated as important state 
occasions on which he was 
accompanied by the important 
nayakas of the empire.  

jktk dh efUnjks a dh ;k=kkvks a dks 
egÙoiw.kZ jktdh; volj ekuk tkus 
yxk ftu ij lkezkT; osQ egÙoiw.kZ 
uk;d Hkh mlosQ lkFk tkrs FksA 
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Gopurams and mandapas 

xksiqje~ vkSj e.Mi 

Temple architecture 

efUnj LFkkiR; 
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Gopurams and mandapas 

xksiqje~ vkSj e.Mi 

Included structures of immense 
scale that must have been a mark 
of imperial authority, best 
exemplified by the raya gopurams 
or royal gateways 

buesa fo'kky Lrj ij cukbZ xbZ lajpuk,¡ 
tks jktdh; lÙkk dh |ksrd Fkha] 'kkfey 
gSaA budk lcls vPNk mnkgj.k jk; 
xksiqje~ vFkok jktdh; izos'k}kj Fks 



(C. Fourteenth to sixteenth century) (yxHkx pkSngoha ls lksygoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SEVEN 

AN IMPERIAL CAPITAL 
VIJAYANAGARA  

,d lkezkT; dh jktèkkuh 
fot;uxj  

Probably meant as reminders of 
the power of kings, able to 
command the resources, 
techniques and skills needed to 
construct these towering 
gateways.  

;s laHkor% 'kkldksa dh rkdr dh ;kn Hkh 
fnykrs Fks] tks bruh Å¡ph ehukjks a osQ 
fuekZ.k osQ fy, vko';d lkèku] rduhd 
rFkk dkS'ky tqVkus esa l{ke FksA  
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Mandapas or pavilions and long, 
pillared corridors that often ran 
around the shrines within the 
temple complex 

e.Mi rFkk yacs LraHkks a okys xfy;kjs] tks 
vdlj eafnj ifjlj esa fLFkr nsoLFkyks a 
osQ pkjks a vksj cus Fks] lfEefyr gSaA 

Halls in the temple were 
used for a variety of 
purposes. 

efUnj osQ lHkkxkjks a dk iz;ksx fofoèk 
izdkj osQ dk;ks ± osQ fy, gksrk FkkA 
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Some were spaces in which the 
images of gods were placed to 
witness special programmes of 
music, dance, drama, etc.  

buesa ls oqQN ,sls Fks ftuesa nsorkvks a dh 
ewfrZ;k¡ laxhr] u`R; vkSj ukVdksa osQ 
fo'ks"k dk;ZØeks a dks ns[kus osQ fy, j[kh 
tkrh FkhaA 
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Others were used to celebrate the 
marriages of deities, and yet 
others were meant for the deities 
to swing in. 

vU; lHkkxkjks a dk iz;ksx nsoh&nsorkvks a osQ 
fookg osQ mRlo ij vkuan eukus vkSj oqQN 
vU; dk iz;ksx nsoh&nsorkvks a dks >wyk 
>qykus osQ fy, gksrk FkkA 
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Vitthala temple 

foV~By efUnj] 

Principal deity was Vitthala, a 
form of Vishnu 

izeq[k nsork foV~By Fks tks fo".kq osQ 
,d :i gSaA  



(C. Fourteenth to sixteenth century) (yxHkx pkSngoha ls lksygoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SEVEN 

AN IMPERIAL CAPITAL 
VIJAYANAGARA  

,d lkezkT; dh jktèkkuh 
fot;uxj  

introduction of the worship of the 
deity in Karnataka is another 
indication of the ways in which the 
rulers of Vijayanagara drew on 
different traditions to create an 
imperial culture. 

bl nsork dh iwtk dks dukZVd esa vkjaHk 
djuk mu ekè;eks a dk |ksrd gS ftuls ,d 
lkezkfT;d laLÑfr osQ fuekZ.k osQ fy, 
fot;uxj osQ 'kkldks a us vyx&vyx 
ijaijkvks a dks vkRelkr fd;kA 
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Characteristic feature of the 
temple complexes is the chariot 
streets that extended from the 
temple gopuram in a straight line. 

efUnj ifjljks a dh ,d pkfjf=kd fo'ks"krk 
jFk xfy;k¡ gSa tks efUnj osQ xksiqje~ ls 
lhèkh js[kk esa tkrh gSaA 
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Wealth of information on 
Vijayanagara – photographs, 
plans, elevations of 
structures and sculpture. 
How was all of this produced?  

fot;uxj osQ fo"k; esa tkudkjh osQ 
Hk.Mkj dk fo'ys"k.k fd;k gS & 
iQksVksxzkiQ] uD'ks] lajpukvks a osQ [kM+s 
js[kkfp=k rFkk ewfrZ;k¡A ;g lc oSQls 
[kkstk x;k\ 

Plotting Palaces, Temples and Bazaars  

egyksa] efUnjks a rFkk ck”kkjks a dk vadu 
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From travellers’  

;k=kk 

Surveys by Mackenzie 

eSosQU”kh }kjk fd, x, losZ{k.kks a 
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inscriptions  

vfHkys[kks a 

Site was preserved by the 
Archaeological Survey of India 
and the Karnataka Department 
of Archaeology and Museums. 

bl LFkku dk laj{k.k Hkkjrh; 
iqjkrkfRod losZ{k.k rFkk dukZVd 
iqjkrkfRod ,oa laxzgky; foHkkx }kjk 
fd;k x;kA 
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Surveys have been extremely 
painstaking, and have recovered 
and documented traces of 
thousands of structures – from 
tiny shrines and residences to 
elaborate temples. 

losZ{k.k cgqr ifjJe ls fd, x, Fks] 
vkSj buls g”kkjks a lajpukvks a osQ 
va'kks aµNksVs nsoLFkyks a vkSj vkoklks a ls 
ysdj fo'kky efUnjks a rdµdks iqu% 
mtkxj fd;k x;kA mudk izys[ku Hkh 
fd;k x;kA 
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They have also led to the 
recovery of traces of roads, 
paths, bazaars, etc .  

bl lcosQ dkj.k lM+dks a] jkLrks a vkSj 
ck”kkjks a vkfn osQ vo'ks"kks a dks iqu% izkIr 
fd;k tk ldk gSA 
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ck”kkj 

isl ck”kkj dk ,d ltho fooj.k 
nsrk gS%  

vkxs tkus ij ,d pkSM+h vkSj lqanj 
xyh ikrs gSa--- bl xyh esa dbZ 
O;kikjh jgrs gSa vkSj ogk¡ vki 
lHkh izdkj osQ ekf.kD;] vkSj ghjs] 
vkSj iUus] vkSj eksrh] vkSj NksVs 
eksrh] vkSj oL=k] vkSj i`Foh ij 
gksus okyh gj oLrq ftls vki 
[kjhnuk pkgsaxs] ik,¡xsA 

The bazaar 

Paes gives a vivid 
description of the bazaar: 

Going forward, you have a 
broad and beautiful street 
… In this street live many 
merchants, and there you 
will find all sorts of rubies, 
and diamonds, and 
emeralds, and pearls, and 
seed-pearls, and cloths, 
and every other sort of 
thing there is on earth and 
that you may wish to buy 
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Then you have there every evening a fair 
where they sell many common horses 
and nags, and also many citrons, and 
limes, and oranges, and grapes, and 
every other kind of garden stuff, and 
wood; you have all in this street. 

fiQj gj 'kke dks vki ,d esyk ns[k ldrs gSa 
tgk¡ ls dbZ lkekU; ?kksM+ s rFkk VV~Vw vkSj dbZ 
rqjat vkSj uhacw vkSj larjs vkSj vaxwj vkSj m|ku esa 
mxus okyh gj izdkj oQh oLrq,¡ vkSj ydM+h 
feyrh gS% bl xyh esa vki gj oLrq ik ldrs gSaA  
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vkSj lkekU; :i ls og 'kgj dk 
o.kZu ¶fo'o osQ lcls vPNs 
laHkj.k okys 'kgj¸ osQ :i esa 
djrk gS tgk¡ ck”kkj ¶pkoy] xsgw ¡] 
vukt] Hkkjrh; edbZ vkSj oqQN 
ek=kk esa tkS rFkk lse] ew¡x] nkysa] 
dkyk puk tSls [kk| inkFkks ± ls 
Hkjs jgrs Fks¸ tks lHkh lLrs nkeks a 
ij rFkk izpqj ek=kk esa miyCèk 
jgrs FksA 

More generally, he 
described the city as 
being “the best provided 
city in the world” with 
the markets “stocked 
with provisions such as 
rice, wheat, grains, 
India corn and a certain 
amount of barley and 
beans, moong, pulses 
and horse-gram” all of 
which were cheaply and 
abundantly available. 
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iQukZvks uwfu”k osQ vuqlkj 
fot;uxj osQ ck”kkj ¶izpqj 
ek=kk esa iQyks a] vaxwjks a vkSj 
larjks a] uhacw] vukj] dVgy 
rFkk vke ls Hkjs jgrs Fks 
vkSj lHkh cgqr lLrsA¸ 
ck”kkjks a es a ekal Hkh cM+h 
ek=kk esa fcdrk FkkA 

According to Fernao Nuniz, the 
Vijayanagara markets were 
“overflowing with abundance of 
fruits, grapes and oranges, 
limes, pomegranates, jackfruit 
and mangoes and all very 
cheap”. Meat too was sold in 
abundance in the marketplaces 
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uwfu”k mYys[k djrk gS fd 
¶HksM+&cdjh dk ekal] lwvj] 
e`xekal] rhrj&ekal] [kjxks'k] 
dcwrj] cVsj vkSj lHkh izdkj osQ 
i{kh] fpfM+;k¡] pwgs rFkk 
fcfYy;k¡ vkSj fNidfy;k¡¸ 
fclux (fot;uxj) osQ ck”kkjks a 
esa fcdrh FkhaA 

Nuniz describes “mutton, 
pork, venison, partridges, 
hares, doves, quail and all 
kinds of birds, sparrows, 
rats and cats and lizards” 
as being sold in the market 
of Bisnaga (Vijayanagara). 



(C. Fourteenth to sixteenth century) (yxHkx pkSngoha ls lksygoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SEVEN 

AN IMPERIAL CAPITAL 
VIJAYANAGARA  

,d lkezkT; dh jktèkkuh 
fot;uxj  

Questions in Search of Answers  

mÙkjks a dh [kkst esa iz'u 

Buildings that survive tell us 
about the way spaces were 
organised and used, how they 
were built, with what materials 
and techniques.  

lqjf{kr Hkou gesa mu rjhdks a osQ fo"k; 
esa crkrs gSa ftuls LFkkuks a dks O;ofLFkr 
fd;k x;k vkSj mUgsa iz;ksx esa yk;k 
x;kA og gesa ;g Hkh crkrs gSa fd fdu 
oLrqvks a vkSj rduhdksa ls mudk fuekZ.k 
fd;k x;k vkSj oSQls fd;k x;kA 
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Buildings also tell us about the 
spread of ideas and cultural 
influences if we compare them 
with buildings in other places.  

Hkouks a ls rqyuk djsa rks Hkou gesa 
fopkjks a osQ iSQyko vkSj lkaLo`Qfrd 
izHkkoks a osQ ckjs esa Hkh crkrs gSaA 

information from other sources 
like literature, inscriptions and 
popular traditions.  

Ïksrks a] tSls lkfgR;] vfHkys[kks a rFkk 
yksdizpfyr ijaijkvks a ls feyh tkudkjh 
dks la;ksftr djsaA 
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Krishnadeva Raya  

To recapitulate about some of the problems of 
perspective, look at this beautiful statue of 
Krishnadeva Raya placed on the gopuram of the 
temple at Chidambaram, Tamil Nadu.  

o`Q".knso jk; 

ifjn`'; dh oqQN leL;kvks a dks iqu% ;kn djus osQ fy, 
rfeyukMq esa fpnEcje osQ efUnj osQ xksiqje~ esa j[kh 
o`Q".knso jk; dh bl lqanj izfrek dks nsf[k,A 
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This is obviously the way in which the ruler 
wanted to project himself.  

And this is how Paes describes the king:  

Of medium height, and of fair complexion and 
good figure, rather fat than thin; he has on his 
face signs of smallpox.  

LokHkkfod gS fd 'kkld blh :i esa vius vki dks 
izLrqr djuk pkgrk FkkA  

vkSj isl jktk dk o.kZu oqQN bl izdkj djrk gS%  

e>yk dn] xksjk jax vkSj vPNh dkBh] oqQN eksVk] jktk 
osQ psgjs ij pspd osQ nkX+k gSaA 



(C. Fourteenth to sixteenth century) (yxHkx pkSngoha ls lksygoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SEVEN 

AN IMPERIAL CAPITAL 
VIJAYANAGARA  

,d lkezkT; dh jktèkkuh 
fot;uxj  

Investigations of architectural 
features do not tell us what 
ordinary men, women and children, 
comprising the vast majority of the 
people who lived in the city and its 
outskirts, thought about these 
impressive buildings.  

LFkkiR; rRoks a osQ ijh{k.k gesa ;g ugha 
crkrs fd lkekU; iq#"k] efgyk,¡ rFkk cPps 
tks 'kgj vkSj mlosQ vklikl osQ {ks=k esa 
jgus okyh tula[;k dk ,d cM+k Hkkx Fks] 
bu izHkko'kkyh Hkouks a osQ fo"k; esa D;k 
lksprs FksA 



(C. Fourteenth to sixteenth century) (yxHkx pkSngoha ls lksygoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SEVEN 

AN IMPERIAL CAPITAL 
VIJAYANAGARA  

,d lkezkT; dh jktèkkuh 
fot;uxj  
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