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Include compositions attributed 
to poet-saints, most of whom 
expressed themselves orally in 
regional languages used by 
ordinary people. 

lar dfo;ks a dh jpuk,¡ gSa ftuesa mUgks aus 
tulkèkkj.k dh {ks=kh; Hkk"kkvks a esa ekSf[kd 
:i ls vius dks O;Dr fd;k FkkA 

Textual sources  
lkfgfR;d Ïksr  
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Compositions, which were 
often set to music, were 
compiled by disciples or 
devotees, generally after the 
death of the poet-saint. 

;g jpuk,¡ tks vfèkdrj laxhrc¼ gSa 
larks a osQ vuq;kf;;ks a }kjk mudh e`R;q 
osQ mijkar ladfyr dh xb±A 
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Visibility of a wide range of 
gods and goddesses in 
sculpture as well as in 
texts.  

lkfgR; vkSj ewfrZdyk nksuks a esa gh 
vusd rjg osQ nsoh&nsork 
vfèkdkfèkd n`f"Vxr gksrs gSaA 

A Mosaic of Religious Beliefs and Practices  

èkkfeZd fo'oklks a vkSj vkpj.kks a dh xaxk&tequh cukoV 
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Worship of the major deities – 
Vishnu, Shiva and the goddess 
– each of whom was visualised 
in a variety of forms.  

fo".kq] f'ko vkSj nsoh] ftUgsa vusd 
:iks a es a O;Dr fd;k x;k Fkk] dh 
vkjkèkuk dh ifjikVh u osQoy pyrh 
jgh vfirq vkSj vfèkd foLr`r gqbZA 
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Two processes at work.  

nks izfozQ;k,¡ dk;Zjr FkhaA 

One was a process of 
disseminating Brahmanical 
ideas.  

,d izfozQ;k czkã.kh; fopkjèkkjk 
osQ izpkj dh FkhA 

The integration of cults 

iwtk iz.kkfy;ks a dk leUo; 
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Composition, compilation and 
preservation of Puranic texts 
in simple Sanskrit verse  

ikSjkf.kd xzaFkks a dh jpuk] ladyu 
vkSj ifjj{k.k }kjk gqvkA ;s xzaFk ljy 
laLo`Qr Nanks a esa FksA  

Be accessible to women and 
Shudras, who were generally 
excluded from Vedic learning. 

oSfnd fo|k ls foghu fL=k;ks a vkSj 
'kwnzk s a }kjk Hkh xzkg~; FksA 
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Second process at work – that 
of the Brahmanas accepting 
and reworking the beliefs and 
practices of these and other 
social categories  

,d vU; izfozQ;k Fkh L=kh] 'kwnzk s a o 
vU; lkekftd oxks ± dh vkLFkkvks a 
vkSj vkpj.kks a dks czkã.kks a }kjk 
Loho`Qr fd;k tkuk vkSj mls ,d 
u;k :i iznku djukA 
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Puri, Orissa, where the 
principal deity was 
identified, by the twelfth 
century, as Jagannatha 
(literally, the lord of the 
world), a form of Vishnu.  

iqjh] mM+hlk esa feyrk gS tgk¡ eq[; 
nsork dks ckjgoha 'krkCnh rd 
vkrs&vkrs txUukFk ('kkfCnd vFkZ 
esa laiw.kZ fo'o dk Lokeh)] fo".kq 
osQ ,d Lo:i osQ :i esa izLrqr 
fd;k x;kA 
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“Great” and “little” 
traditions  

The terms great and little 
traditions were coined by 
a sociologist named 
Robert Redfield in the 
twentieth century to 
describe the cultural 
practices of peasant 
societies.  

¶egku¸ vkSj ¶y?kq¸ ijaijk,¡  

¶egku¸ vkSj ¶y?kq¸ tSls 'kCn 
chloha 'krkCnh osQ lekt'kkL=kh 
jkcVZ jsMiQhYM }kjk ,d o`Q"kd 
lekt osQ lkaLo`Qfrd vkpj.kks a dk 
o.kZu djus osQ fy, eqfnzr fd, 
x,A 
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He found that peasants 
observed rituals and 
customs that emanated 
from dominant social 
categories, including 
priests and rulers. These 
he classified as part of a 
great tradition. 

bl lekt'kkL=kh us ns[kk fd 
fdlku mu deZdkaMks a vkSj i¼fr;ks a 
dk vuqdj.k djrs Fks ftudk 
lekt osQ izHkqRo'kkyh oxZ tSls 
iqjksfgr vkSj jktk }kjk ikyu fd;k 
tkrk FkkA bu deZdkaMks a dks 
jsMiQhYM us ¶egku¸ ijaijk dh 
laKk nhA 
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At the same time, 
peasants also followed 
local practices that did 
not necessarily 
correspond with those of 
the great tradition. These 
he included within the 
category of little tradition. 
He also noticed that both 
great and little traditions 
changed over time, 
through a process of 
interaction. 

lkFk gh o`Q"kd leqnk; vU; 
yksdkpkjks a dk Hkh ikyu djrs Fks 
tks bl egku ifjikVh ls loZFkk 
fHkUu FksA mlus bUgsa ¶y?kq¸ ijaijk 
osQ uke ls vfHkfgr fd;kA 
jsMiQhYM us ;g Hkh ns[kk fd 
egku vkSj y?kq nksuks a gh ijaijkvks a 
esa le; osQ lkFk gq, ikjLifjd 
vknku&iznku osQ dkj.k ifjorZu 
gq,A 
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While scholars accept the 
significance of these 
categories and processes, 
they are often 
uncomfortable with the 
hierarchy suggested by 
the terms great and little. 
The use of quotation 
marks for “great” and 
“little” is one way of 
indicating this. 

gkyk¡fd fo}ku bu izfozQ;kvks a vkSj 
oxhZdj.k osQ egRo ls budkj ugha 
djrs rFkkfi os bu 'kCnks a esa tks 
inlksikukRed Loj mHkj dj vkrk 
gS mldh voekuuk djrs gSaA bls 
yf{kr djus dk ,d rjhdk gS bu 
'kCnks a dks m¼j.k fpÉ osQ lkFk 
izLrqr djuk tSls ¶y?kq¸ vkSj 
¶egku¸A 
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A local deity, whose image 
was and continues to be 
made of wood by local tribal 
specialists, was recognised 
as a form of Vishnu.  

,d LFkkuh; nsork dks ftldh 
izfrek dks igys vkSj vkt Hkh 
ydM+h ls LFkkuh; tutkfr osQ 
fo'ks"kKks a }kjk x<+k tkrk gS] fo".kq 
osQ :i esa izLrqr fd;k x;k gSA 
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Tantric  

rkaf=kd 

Difference and conflict 

Hksn vkSj la?k"kZ 
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Open to women and men, and 
practitioners often ignored 
differences of caste and class 
within the ritual context. 

L=kh vkSj iq#"k nksuks a gh 'kkfey gks 
ldrs FksA blosQ vfrfjDr deZdkaMh; 
lanHkZ esa oxZ vkSj o.kZ osQ Hksn dh 
vogsyuk dh tkrh FkhA 
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Principal deities of the Vedic 
pantheon, Agni, Indra and 
Soma, become marginal 
figures, rarely visible in 
textual or visual 
representations.  

oSfnd nsooqQy osQ vfXu] banz vkSj 
lkse tSls nsork iwjh rjg xkS.k gks 
x, vkSj lkfgR; o ewfrZdyk nksuks a 
esa gh mudk fu:i.k ugha fn[krkA 
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Vedas continued to be 
revered as authoritative.  

osnks a dks izkekf.kd ekuk tkrk jgkA 
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Conflicts as well – those who valued 
the Vedic tradition often condemned 
practices that went beyond the 
closely regulated contact with the 
divine through the performance of 
sacrifices or precisely chanted 
mantras 

dHkh la?k"kZ dh fLFkfr Hkh mRiUu gks tkrh 
FkhA oSfnd ifjikVh osQ iz'kald mu lHkh 
vkpkjks a dh fuank djrs Fks tks bZ'oj dh 
mikluk osQ fy, ea=kks a osQ mPpkj.k osQ lkFk 
;Kks a osQ laiknu ls ijs FksA 
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Those engaged in Tantric 
practices frequently ignored the 
authority of the Vedas.  

os yksx Fks tks rkaf=kd vkjkèkuk esa yxs Fks 
vkSj oSfnd lÙkk dh vogsyuk djrs FksA 
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Modes of worship. This was 
particularly true of the 
Vaishnava and Shaiva sects.  

mikluk i¼fr osQ oS".ko vkSj 'kSo 
laiznk;ks a ij rks ;g dFku fo'ks"k :i 
ls ykxw gksrk gSA 

Singing and chanting of 
devotional compositions was 
often a part of 

HkfDr jpukvks a dk mPpkj.k vFkok 
xk;k tkuk] va'k FksA 
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Poet-saints emerged as leaders 
around whom there developed a 
community of devotees.  

lar dfo ,sls usrk osQ :i esa mHkjs ftuosQ 
vkl&ikl HkDrtuks a osQ ,d iwjs leqnk; dk 
xBu gks x;kA 

Poems of Prayer (Early Traditions of Bhakti) 

mikluk dh dfork,¡ (izkjafHkd HkfDr ijaijk) 
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Brahmanas remained important 
intermediaries between gods and 
devotees in several forms of bhakti, 
these traditions also accommodated 
and acknowledged women and the 
“lower castes”, categories 
considered ineligible for liberation 
within the orthodox Brahmanical 
framework.  

HkfDr ijaijkvks a esa czkã.k] nsorkvks a vkSj 
HkDrtu osQ chp egRoiw.kZ fcpkSfy, cus jgs 
rFkkfi bu ijaijkvks a us fL=k;ks a vkSj ¶fuEu 
o.kks ±¸ dks Hkh Loho`Qfr o LFkku fn;kA 
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Bhakti traditions into two broad 
categories: saguna (with 
attributes)  

HkfDr ijaijk dks nks eq[; oxks ± esa ck¡Vrs 
gSa % lxq.k (fo'ks"k.k lfgr) 

Nirguna (without attributes)  

fuxqZ.k (fo'ks"k.k foghu)A 
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Former included traditions that 
focused on the worship of 
specific deities such as Shiva, 
Vishnu and his avatars 
(incarnations) and forms of the 
goddess or Devi,  

izFke oxZ esa f'ko] fo".kq rFkk muosQ 
vorkj o nsfo;ks a dh vkjkèkuk vkrh gS] 
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Nirguna bhakti on the other hand 
was worship of an abstract form of 
god.  

fuxqZ.k HkfDr ijaijk esa vewrZ] fujkdkj bZ'oj 
dh mikluk dh tkrh FkhA 
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Alvars (literally, those who are 
“immersed” in devotion to 
Vishnu)  

vyokjks a (fo".kq HkfDr esa rUe;) 

The Alvars and Nayanars of Tamil Nadu  

rfeyukMq osQ vyokj vkSj u;ukj lar 
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Nayanars (literally, leaders who 
were devotees of Shiva).  

u;ukjks a (f'koHkDr) 

Singing hymns in Tamil in 
praise of their gods. 

rfey esa vius bZ"V dh Lrqfr esa 
Hktu xkrs FksA 
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Alvars and Nayanars 
identified certain shrines as 
abodes of their chosen 
deities.  

vyokj vkSj u;ukj larks a us oqQN 
ikou LFkyks a dks vius b"V dk 
fuoklLFky ?kksf"kr fd;kA 
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The chaturvedin (Brahmana 
versed in the four Vedas) and the 

“outcaste”  

This is an excerpt from a 
composition of an Alvar named 
Tondaradippodi, who was a 
Brahmana:  

prqosZnh (pkjks a osnks a osQ Kkrk czkã.k) vkSj 
¶vLi`';¸  

;g m¼j.k rks anjkfMIiksfM uked ,d 
czkã.k vyokj osQ dkO; ls fy;k x;k gS% 
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You (Vishnu) manifestly like  

those “servants” who express their love for 
your feet,  

though they may be born outcastes, more 
than  

the Chaturvedins who are strangers and 
without allegiance to your service. 

prqosZnh tks vtuch gSa vkSj rqEgkjh lsok osQ izfr fu"Bk 
ugha j[krs] muls Hkh ”;knk vki (gs fo".kq) mu 
¶nklks a¸ dks ilan djrs gSa] tks vkids pj.kks a ls izse 
j[krs gSa] pkgs os o.kZ&O;oLFkk osQ ijs gks aA 
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Shastras or devotion?  

This is a verse composed by Appar, a 
Nayanar saint:  

O rogues who quote the law books,  

Of what use are your gotra and kula?  

'kkL=k ;k HkfDr  

;g Nan vIikj uked u;ukj lar dh jpuk gS %  

gs èkwrZtu] tks rqe 'kkL=k dks m¼`r djrs gks  

rqEgkjk xks=k vkSj oqQy Hkyk fdl dke dk\ 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Just bow to Marperu’s lord 
(Shiva who resides in 
Marperu, in Thanjavur, Tamil 
Nadu) as your sole refuge.  

rqe osQoy ekjis: osQ Lokeh (f'ko 
tks rfeyukMq osQ ratkoqj ftys osQ 
ekjis: esa clrs gSaA) dks viuk 
,dek=k vkJ;nkrk ekudj ureLrd 
gksA 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Alvars and Nayanars initiated 
a movement of protest 
against the caste system and 
the dominance of Brahmanas 
or at least attempted to 
reform the system.  

vyokj vkSj u;ukj larks a us tkfr 
izFkk o czkã.kks a dh izHkqrk osQ fojksèk 
esa vkok”k mBkbZA 

Attitudes towards caste  

tkfr osQ izfr n`f"Vdks.k 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Castes considered 
“untouchable”  

tkfr;ks a ls vk, Fks ftUgsa 
¶vLi`';¸ ekuk tkrk FkkA 

Compositions were as 
important as the Vedas.  

osn ftruk egÙoiw.kZ crkdj 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Compilations of devotional literature  

By the tenth century the compositions of the 
12 Alvars were compiled in an anthology 
known as the Nalayira Divyaprabandham 
(“Four Thousand Sacred Compositions”).  

HkfDr lkfgR; dk ladyu  

nloha 'krkCnh rd vkrs&vkrs ckjg vyokjks a dh 
jpukvks a dk ,d ladyu dj fy;k x;k tks 
uyf;jkfnO;izcaèke~ (¶pkj g”kkj ikou jpuk,¡¸) osQ 
uke ls tkuk tkrk gSA  



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

The poems of Appar, Sambandar 
and Sundarar form the Tevaram, a 
collection that was compiled and 
classified in the tenth century on 
the basis of the music of the songs. 

nloha 'krkCnh esa gh vIikj lacanj vkSj 
laqnjkj dh dfork,¡ roje uked ladyu esa 
j[kh xb± ftlesa dforkvks a dk laxhr osQ 
vkèkkj ij oxhZdj.k gqvkA  



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Compositions of Andal, a woman 
Alvar, were widely sung (and 
continue to be sung to date). 

vaMky uked vyokj L=kh osQ HkfDr 
xhr O;kid Lrj ij xk, tkrs Fks (vkSj 
vkt Hkh xk, tkrs gS a)A  

Herself as the beloved of Vishnu; her verses 
express her love for the deity. 

Lo;a dks fo".kq dh izs;lh ekudj viuh izseHkkouk 
dks Nanks a es a O;Dr djrh FkhaA  

Women devotees  

L=kh HkDr 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Karaikkal Ammaiyar, a devotee 
of Shiva, adopted the path of 
extreme asceticism in order to 
attain her goal 

f'koHkDr djbDdky vEeb;kj us 
vius mís'; izkfIr gsrq ?kksj riL;k 
dk ekxZ viuk;kA  



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

One of the major themes in Tamil 
bhakti hymns is the poets’ 
opposition to Buddhism and 
Jainism. This is particularly 
marked in the compositions of the 
Nayanars.  

rfey HkfDr jpukvks a dh ,d eq[; 
fo"k;oLrq ckS¼ vkSj tSu èkeZ osQ izfr 
mudk fojksèk gSA fojksèk dk Loj u;ukj 
larks a dh jpukvks a esa fo'ks"k :i ls mHkj 
dj vkrk gSA 

Relations with the state 

jkT; osQ lkFk lacaèk 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

A demon?  

This is an excerpt from a poem by 
Karaikkal Ammaiyar in which she 
describes herself:  

The female Pey (demoness)  

with . . . bulging veins,  

,d jk{klh\  

;g m¼j.k djkbDdky vEeb;kj dh dfork ls 
fy;k x;k gS] tgk¡ os Lo;a dk o.kZu dj jgh gSa%  

jk{klh] iwQyh gqbZ ukfM+;ks a okyh 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

protruding eyes, white teeth and 
shrunken stomach, 

red haired and jutting teeth 

lengthy shins extending till the ankles,  

ckgj fudyh vk¡[ks a] lisQn nk¡r vkSj Hkhrj èk¡lk 
mnj yky osQ'k vkSj vkxs fudys nk¡r] 

yach ¯iMyh dh uyh tks V[kuks a rd iSQyh gqbZ gSA  



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

shouts and wails  

while wandering in the forest. 

This is the forest of Alankatu 

ou esa fopjrs le; ph[kuk vkSj 

ozaQnu ;g vyadVq dk ou gS] 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

which is the home of our father 
(Shiva)  

who dances … with his matted hair 

thrown in all eight directions, and 
with cool limbs. 

ou esa fopjrs le; tks gekjs firk (f'ko) 
dk ?kj gSA  

og u`R; djrs gSa----- muosQ tVktwV vkBks a 
vksj fc[kj tkrs gSaA  

muosQ vax 'kkar gSaA 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Powerful Chola rulers  

'kfDr'kkyh pksy 

Supported Brahmanical and 
bhakti traditions, making land 
grants and constructing temples 
for Vishnu and Shiva. 

lezkVks a us czkã.kh; vkSj HkfDr ijaijk dks 
leFkZu fn;k rFkk fo".kq vkSj f'ko osQ 
eafnjks a osQ fuekZ.k osQ fy, Hkwfe&vuqnku 
fn,A 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Chola kings  

pksy lezkVks a 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Claim divine support and proclaim 
their own power and status by 
building splendid temples that were 
adorned with stone and metal 
sculpture to recreate the visions of 
these popular saints who sang in the 
language of the people.  

nSoh; leFkZu ikus dk nkok fd;k vkSj viuh 
lÙkk osQ izn'kZu osQ fy, lqanj eafnjks a dk 
fuekZ.k djk;k ftuesa iRFkj vkSj èkkrq ls cuh 
ewfrZ;k¡ lqlfTtr FkhaA bl rjg bu yksdfiz; 
lar&dfo;ks a dh ifjdYiuk dks] tks 
tu&Hkk"kkvks a esa xhr jprs o xkrs Fks] ewrZ :i 
iznku fd;k x;kA 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Movement in Karnataka, led by 
a Brahmana named Basavanna  

dukZVd esa ,d uohu vkanksyu dk 
mn~Hko gqvk ftldk usr`Ro ckloUuk 
uked ,d czkã.k us fd;kA 

The Virashaiva Tradition in Karnataka  

dukZVd dh ohj'kSo ijaijk 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Was a minister in the court of a 
Kalachuri ruler. His followers 
were known as Virashaivas 
(heroes of Shiva) or Lingayats 
(wearers of the linga).  

ckloUuk dykpqjh jktk osQ njckj esa 
ea=kh FksA buosQ vuq;k;h ohj'kSo (f'ko 
osQ ohj) o fyaxk;r (fyax èkkj.k djus 
okys) dgyk,A 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Worship Shiva  

f'ko dh vkjkèkuk 

Lingayats believe that on death the 
devotee will be united with Shiva and 
will not return to this world.  

fyaxk;rks a dk fo'okl gS fd e`R;ksijkar HkDr 
f'ko esa yhu gks tk,¡xs rFkk bl lalkj esa iqu% 
ugha ykSVs axsA 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

They do not practise funerary 
rites such as cremation,  

Jk¼ laLdkj dk os ikyu ugha djrs 
vkSj vius e`rdks a dks fofèkiwoZd niQukrs 
gSaA  

Lingayats challenged the idea 
of caste  

fyaxk;rks a us tkfr dh voèkkj.kk dk 
fojksèk fd;kA 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Also questioned the theory of 
rebirth. 

iqutZUe osQ fl¼kar ij Hkh mUgks aus iz'uokpd 
fpÉ yxk;kA 

Virashaiva tradition is derived from 
vachanas (literally, sayings) composed 
in Kannada by women and men who 
joined the movement 

ohj'kSo ijaijk dh O;qRifÙk mu opuks a ls gS tks 
dUuM+ Hkk"kk esa mu L=kh iq#"kks a }kjk jps x, tks 
bl vkanksyu esa 'kkfey gq,A 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Rituals and the real world  

Here is a vachana composed by 
Basavanna:  

When they see a serpent carved in 
stone they pour milk on it. 

vuq"Bku vkSj ;FkkFkZ lalkj  

;g ckloUuk }kjk jfpr ,d opu gS%  

tc os ,d iRFkj ls cus liZ dks ns[krs gSa rks 
ml ij nwèk p<+krs gSa  



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

If a real serpent comes they say: “Kill. Kill.”  

To the servant of the god who could eat if served 
they say: “Go away! Go away!”  

But to the image of the god which cannot eat they 
offer dishes of food. 

;fn vlyh lk¡i vk tk, rks dgrs gSa ¶ekjks&ekjks¸A 

nsork osQ ml lsod dks] tks Hkkstu ijlus ij [kk ldrk gS os 
dgrs gSa ¶pys tkvks! pys tkvksA¸  

fdUrq bZ'oj dh izfrek dks tks [kk ugha ldrh] os O;atu 
ijkslrs gSaA 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

New religious developments  

This period also witnessed two major developments. On the 
one hand, many ideas of the Tamil bhaktas (especially the 
Vaishnavas) were incorporated within the Sanskritic 
tradition, culminating in the composition of one of the best-
known Puranas, the Bhagavata Purana. Second, we find the 
development of traditions of bhakti in Maharashtra in the 
thirteenth century 

u, èkkfeZd fodkl  

eè;orhZ 'krkfCn;ks a es a 2 eq[; fodkl ns[kus esa vk,A ,d vksj rks 
rfey HkDrks a ([kklrkSj ls oS".ko) osQ fopkjks a dks laLo`Qr ijaijk esa 
lekfgr dj fy;k x;k ftldk ifj.kke lokZfèkd izfl¼ iqjk.kks a es a ls 
,d Hkkxor iqjk.k dh jpuk FkhA nwljs] rsgjoha 'krkCnh esa HkfDr ijaijk 
dk fodkl egkjk"Vª eas gqvkA 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

North India 

mÙkjh Hkkjr 

Religious Ferment in North India 

mÙkjh Hkkjr esa èkkfeZd mI+kQku 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Vishnu and Shiva were 
worshipped in temples, often 
built with the support of 
rulers. 

fo".kq vkSj f'ko tSls nsorkvks a dh 
mikluk eafnjks a es a dh tkrh Fkh ftUgsa 
'kkldksa dh lgk;rk ls fufeZr fd;k 
tkrk FkkA 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Rajput states 

jktiwr jkT;ks a  

Brahmanas occupied 
positions of importance, 

czkã.kks a dk egÙoiw.kZ LFkku Fkk 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Little or no attempt to 
challenge their position 
directly.  

izHkqlÙkk dks lhèks pqukSrh nsus dk 
iz;kl 'kk;n gh fdlh us fd;kA 

Same time other religious 
leaders, who did not function 
within the orthodox Brahmanical 
framework, were gaining ground.  

blh le; os èkkfeZd usrk tks :f<+oknh 
czkã.kh; lk¡ps osQ ckgj Fks] muosQ izHkko 
esa foLrkj gks jgk FkkA  



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Included the Naths, Jogis 
and Siddhas.  

ukFk] tksxh vkSj fl¼ 'kkfey FksA 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

New religious leaders questioned 
the authority of the Vedas,  

uohu èkkfeZd usrkvks a us osnks a dh lÙkk dks 
pqukSrh nhA  



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Religious leaders were not 
in a position to win the 
support of the ruling elites.  

èkkfeZd usrk fof'k"V 'kkld oxZ 
dk izJ; gkfly djus dh fLFkfr 
esa ugha FksA 

Coming of the Turks  

rqdks ± dk vkxeu 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Establishment of the Delhi 
Sultanate  

fnYyh lYrur dh LFkkiuk 

Undermined the power of 
many of the Rajput states 
and the Brahmanas  

lYrur dh LFkkiuk ls jktiwr 
jkT;ks a dk vkSj muls tqM+ s czkã.kks a 
dk ijkHko gqvkA  



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
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Coming of the sufis  

lwfI+kQ;ks a dk vkxeu 
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Ulama (plural of alim, or one 
who knows) are scholars of 
Islamic studies. As preservers 
of this tradition they perform 
various religious, juridical and 
teaching functions.  

myek (vkfye dk cgqopu) bLyke 
èkeZ osQ Kkrk FksA bl ifjikVh osQ 
laj{kd gksus osQ ukrs os èkkfeZd] 
dkuwuh vkSj vè;kiu lacaèkh f”kEesnkjh 
fuHkkrs FksA 
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Turks and Afghans 
established the Delhi 
Sultanate. 

rqoZQ vkSj viQxkuks a us fnYyh 
lYrur dh uhao j[khA 

Followed by the formation of 
Sultanates in the Deccan 

nDdu esa Hkh lYrur dh lhek dk izlkj 
gqvkA 

Faiths of rulers and subjects  

'kkldks a vkSj 'kkflrks a osQ /kfeZd fo'okl 
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Islam was an acknowledged 
religion of rulers 

bLyke 'kkldksa dk Loho`Qr èkeZ FkkA 

Muslim rulers were to be guided by 
the ulama, who were expected to 
ensure that they ruled according to 
the shari‘a. 

eqlyeku 'kkldksa dks myek osQ ekxZn'kZu ij 
pyuk gksrk FkkA myek ls ;g vis{kk dh 
tkrh Fkh fd os 'kklu esa 'kfj;k dk vey 
lqfuf'pr djok,¡xsA  
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Zimmi, meaning protected 

f”kEeh vFkkZr lajf{kr 
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Developed for people who followed 
revealed scriptures, such as the 
Jews and Christians, and lived 
under Muslim rulership. They paid 
a tax called jizya and gained the 
right to be protected by Muslims.  

f”kEeh os yksx Fks tks mn~?kfVr èkeZxa zFk dks 
ekuus okys Fks tSls bLykeh 'kkldks a osQ {ks=k 
esa jgus okys ;gwnh vkSj bZlkbZA ;s yksx 
tf”k;k uked dj pqdk dj eqlyeku 
'kkldksa }kjk laj{k.k fn, tkus osQ vfèkdkjh 
gks tkrs FksA 
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Mughals came to regard 
themselves as emperors of not 
just Muslims but of all peoples. 

eqxy 'kkld vius vkidks u osQoy 
eqlyekuks a dk vfirq lkjs leqnk;ks a dk 
ckn'kkg ekurs FksA 
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Shari‘a  

The shari‘a is the law governing the 
Muslim community. It is based on the 
Qur’an and the hadis, traditions of the 
Prophet including a record of his 
remembered words and deeds 

'kfj;k  

'kfj;k eqlyeku leqnk; dks funsZf'kr djus okyk 
dkuwu gSA ;g oqQjku 'kjhI+ kQ vkSj gnhl ij 
vk/kfjr gSA gnhl dk vFkZ gS iSxEcj lkgc ls 
tqM+h ijaijk,¡ ftuosQ varxZr muosQ Le`r 'kCn vkSj 
fØ;kdyki Hkh vkrs gSaA 
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With the expansion of Islamic rule outside 
Arabia, in areas where customs and 
traditions were different, qiyas (reasoning by 
analogy) and ijma (consensus of the 
community) were recognised as two other 
sources of legislation. Thus, the shari‘a 
evolved from the Qur’an, hadis, qiyas and 
ijma. 

tc vjc {ks=k ls ckgj bLyke dk izlkj gqvk tgk¡ osQ 
vkpkj&O;ogkj fHkUu Fks rks fo+Q;kl (ln`'krk osQ 
vkèkkj ij roZQ) vkSj btek (leqnk; dh lgefr) dks 
Hkh dkuwu dk Ïksr ekuk tkus yxkA bl rjg 'kfj;k] 
oqQjku] gnhl] fo+Q;kl vkSj btek ls mn~Hkwr gqvkA 
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A church in Khambat  

This is an excerpt from a farman (imperial order) issued 
by Akbar in 1598: Whereas it reached our eminent and 
holy notice that the padris (fathers) of the Holy Society 
of Jesus wish to build a house of prayer (church) in the 
city of Kambayat (Khambat, in Gujarat); 

[kEckr dk fxjtk?kj  

;g m¼j.k ml I+kQjeku (ckn'kkg osQ gqDeukes) dk va'k gS ftls 
1598 esa vdcj us tkjh fd;k % gekjs cqyan vkSj eqdíl 
(ifo=k) ”ksgu esa igq¡pk gS fd ;h'kq dh eqdíl tekr osQ iknjh 
[kEck;r xqtjkr osQ 'kgj esa bcknr osQ fy, (fxjtk?kj) ,d 
bekjr dh rkehj (fuekZ.k) djuk pkgrs gSa_ 
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Therefore an exalted mandate … is being 
issued, … that the dignitaries of the city of 
Kambayat should in no case stand in their way 
but should allow them to build a church so that 
they may engage themselves in their own 
worship. It is necessary that the order of the 
Emperor should be obeyed in every way. 

blfy, ;g 'kkgh I+kQjeku---- tkjh fd;k tk jgk gS---- 
[kEck;r osQ egkuqHkko fdlh Hkh rjg muosQ jkLrs esa u 
vk,¡ vkSj mUgsa fxjtk?kj dh rkehj djus nsa ftlls os 
viuh bcknr dj losaQA ;g ”k:jh gS fd ckn'kkg osQ bl 
I+kQjeku dh gj rjg ls rkehy (ikyu) gksA 
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Reverence for the Jogi  

Here is an excerpt from a letter written 
by Aurangzeb to a Jogi in 1661-62:  

The possessor of the sublime station, 
Shiv Murat, Guru Anand Nath Jio! 

tksxh osQ izfr J¼k  

;g m¼j.k 1661&62 esa vkSjax”ksc }kjk ,d 
tksxh dks fy[ks i=k dk va'k gS %  

cqyan edke f'koewjr xq# vkuan ukFk ft;ks! 
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May your Reverence remain in 
peace and happiness ever under 
the protection of Sri Shiv Jio!  

tukc&,&eqgrje (J¼s;) veu vkSj 
[kq'kh ls ges'kk Jh f'ko ft;ks dh iukg 
esa jgsa! 
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A piece of cloth for the cloak and a 
sum of twenty five rupees which have 
been sent as an offering will reach 
(Your Reverence) … Your Reverence 
may write to us whenever there is any 
service which can be rendered by us. 

iks'kkd osQ fy, oL=k vkSj iPphl #i, dh 
jde tks Hks aV osQ rkSj ij Hksth xbZ gS vki rd 
igq¡psxh--- tukc&,&eqgrje vki gesa fy[k 
ldrs gSa tc Hkh gekjh enn dh ”k:jr gksA 
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Those who adopted Islam accepted, in 
principle, the five “pillars” of the faith: 

ftUgks aus bLyke èkeZ dcwy fd;k mUgks aus lS¼kafrd 
:i ls bloQh ik¡p eq[; ^ckrsa* ekuha % 

The popular practice of Islam  

yksd izpyu esa bLyke 
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That there is one God, Allah, and 
Prophet Muhammad is his 
messenger (shahada); offering 
prayers five times a day (namaz/salat 
); giving alms (zakat); fasting during 
the month of Ramzan (sawm); and 
performing the pilgrimage to Mecca 
(hajj).  

vYykg ,dek=k bZ'oj gS_ iSxEcj eksgEen 
muosQ nwr ('kkgn) gSa_ fnu esa ik¡p ckj 
uek”k i<+h tkuh pkfg,_ [kSjkr (”kdkr) 
ck¡Vuh pkfg,_ je”kku osQ eghus esa jks”kk 
j[kuk pkfg, vkSj gt osQ fy, eDdk tkuk 
pkfg,A  
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 Arab Muslim traders who 
settled along the Malabar 
coast (Kerala) adopted the 
local language, Malayalam.  

vjc eqlyeku O;kikjh tks ekykckj 
rV (osQjy) osQ fdukjs cls] mUgks aus 
u osQoy LFkkuh; ey;kye Hkk"kk 
dks viuk;kA  
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 They also adopted local 
customs such as matriliny 
(Chapter 3) and matrilocal 
residence  

 LFkkuh; vkpkjks a tSls ekr`oqQyh;rk 
(vè;k; 3) vkSj ekr`x`grk dks Hkh 
viuk;kA 
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Architectural features of 
mosques are universal – such 
as their orientation towards 
Mecca, evident in the 
placement of the mihrab (prayer 
niche) and the minbar (pulpit).  

efLtnks a osQ oqQN LFkkiR; lacaèkh rRo 
lkoZHkkSfed FksµtSls bekjr dk eDdk 
dh rjI+kQ vuqLFkkiu tks esgjkc (izkFkZuk 
dk vkyk) vkSj feEcj (O;klihB) dh 
LFkkiuk ls yf{kr gksrk FkkA  
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Matrilocal residence is a practice 
where women after marriage remain in 
their natal home with their children 
and the husbands may come to stay 
with them.  

ekr`x`grk og ifjikVh gS tgk¡ fL=k;k¡ fookg osQ 
ckn vius ek;osQ esa gh viuh larku osQ lkFk 
jgrh gSa vkSj muosQ ifr muosQ lkFk vkdj jg 
ldrs gSaA 
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Matriliny – Tracing of Kinship 
through the female line.  
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Point out that the term 
musalman or Muslim was 
virtually never used  

buesa eqlyeku] 'kCn dk 'kk;n gh 
dgha iz;ksx gqvk gksA 

Historians who have studied 
Sanskrit texts  

tu bfrgkldkjks a us laLo`Qr xzaFkk s a dk 
vè;;u fd;k gSA  

Names for communities  

leqnk;ks a osQ uke 
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Instead, people were 
occasionally identified in terms 
of the region from which they 
came.  

blosQ foijhr yksxks a dk oxhZdj.k 
muosQ tUeLFkku osQ vkèkkj ij fd;k 
tkrk FkkA 
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Group of religiousminded people 
called sufis turned to asceticism 
and mysticism in protest against 
the growing materialism of the 
Caliphate as a religious and 
political institution.  

èkkfeZd vkSj jktuhfrd laLFkk osQ :i esa 
f[kykI+kQr dh c<+rh fo"k;'kfDr osQ fo#¼ 
oqQN vkè;kfRed yksxks a dk jgL;okn vkSj 
oSjkX; dh vksj >qdko c<+k] bUgsa lwI+kQh 
dgk tkus yxkA  

The Growth of Sufism 

lwI+kQher dk fodkl 
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They laid emphasis on seeking 
salvation through intense devotion 
and love for God by following His 
commands, and by following the 
example of the Prophet Muhammad 
whom they regarded as a perfect 
human being.  

mUgks aus eqfDr dh izkfIr osQ fy, bZ'oj dh 
HkfDr vkSj muosQ vkns'kks a osQ ikyu ij cy 
fn;kA mUgks aus iSxEcj eksgEen dks 
balku&,&dkfey crkrs gq, mudk vuqlj.k 
djus dh lh[k nhA 
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Sufism and tasawwuf  

Sufism is an English word coined in the 
nineteenth century. The word used for 
Sufism in Islamic texts is tasawwuf.  

lwI+kQhokn vkSj rlOoqI+kQ  

lwI+kQhokn mUuhloha 'krkCnh esa eqfnzr ,d vaxzs”kh 
'kCn gSA bl lwI+kQhokn osQ fy, bLykeh xzaFkks a esa 
ftl 'kCn dk bLrseky gksrk gS og gS rlOoqI+kQA 
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Historians have understood this 
term in several ways. According to 
some scholars, it is derived from 
suf, meaning wool, referring to the 
coarse woollen clothes worn by 
sufis.  

oqQN fo}kuks a osQ vuqlkj ;g 'kCn ^lwI+kQ* ls 
fudyrk gS ftldk vFkZ mQu gSA ;g ml 
[kqjnqjs mQuh diM+s dh vksj b'kkjk djrk gS 
ftls lwI+kQh igurs FksA 
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Others derive it from safa, meaning 
purity. It may also have been derived 
from suffa, the platform outside the 
Prophet’s mosque, where a group of 
close followers assembled to learn about 
the faith. 

vU; fo}ku bl 'kCn dh O;qRifÙk ^lI+kQk* ls ekurs 
gSa ftldk vFkZ gS lkI+kQA ;g Hkh laHko gS fd ;g 
'kCn ^lI+kQk* ls fudyk gks tks iSxEcj dh efLtn 
osQ ckgj ,d pcwrjk Fkk tgk¡ fudV vuq;kf;;ks a 
dh eaMyh èkeZ osQ ckjs esa tkuus osQ fy, bdV~Bh 
gksrh FkhA  
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Sufism evolved into a 
welldeveloped movement with a 
body of literature on Quranic 
studies and sufi practices.  

lwI+kQhokn ,d iw.kZ fodflr vkanksyu 
Fkk ftldk lwI+kQh vkSj oqQjku ls tqM+k 
viuk lkfgR; FkkA 

Khanqahs and silsilas 

[+kkuO+kQkg vkSj flyflyk 
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 The sufis began to organise 
communities around the hospice 
or khanqah (Persian) controlled by 
a teaching master known as 
shaikh (in Arabic), pir or murshid 
(in Persian).  

 lwI+kQh vius dks ,d laxfBr 
leqnk;&[+kkuO+kQkg (iQkjlh) osQ bnZ&fxnZ 
LFkkfir djrs FksA [+kkuO+kQkg dk fu;a=k.k 
'ks[k (vjch)] ihj vFkok eq'khZn 
(iQkjlh) osQ gkFk esa FkkA 
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 He enrolled disciples 
(murids) and appointed a 
successor (khalifa).  

 os vuq;kf;;ks a (eqjhnks a) dh Hkjrh 
djrs Fks vkSj vius okfjl 
([kyhI+kQk) dh fu;qfDr djrs FksA 
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 He established rules for spiritual 
conduct and interaction between 
inmates as well as between 
laypersons and the master  

 vkè;kfRed O;ogkj osQ fu;e fuèkkZfjr 
djus osQ vykok [+kkuO+kQkg esa jgus okyks a 
osQ chp osQ lacaèk vkSj 'ks[k o 
tulkekU; osQ chp osQ fj'rks a dh lhek 
Hkh fu;r djrs FksA 
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Names of silsilas  

Most sufi lineages were named after a founding figure. 
For example, the Qadiri order was named after Shaikh 
Abd’ul Qadir Jilani. However, some like the Chishti 
order, were named after their place of origin, in this 
case the town of Chisht in central Afghanistan. 

flyflyks a osQ uke  

”;knkrj lwI+kQh oa'k mUgsa LFkkfir djus okyks a osQ uke ij iM+sA 
mnkgj.kr%] dknjh flyflyk 'ks[k vCnqy dkfnj ftykuh osQ 
uke ij iM+kA oqQN vU; flyflyks a dk ukedj.k muosQ 
tUeLFkku ij gqvk tSls fp'rh uke eè; viQxkfuLrku osQ 
fp'rh 'kgj ls fy;k x;kA 
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Silsila literally means a chain, 
signifying a continuous link 
between master and disciple 

flyflyk dk 'kkfCnd vFkZ gS ta”khj 
tks 'ks[k vkSj eqjhn osQ chp ,d fujarj 
fj'rs dh |ksrd gSA  

Spiritual power and blessings 
were transmitted to devotees 

vkè;kfRed 'kfDr vkSj vk'khokZn 
eqjhnks a rd igq¡prk FkkA  



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Shaikh died, his tomb-shrine 
(dargah, a Persian term meaning 
court) became the centre of 
devotion for his followers. 

ihj dh e`R;q osQ ckn mldh njxkg (iQkjlh 
esa bldk vFkZ njckj) mlosQ eqjhnks a osQ 
fy, HkfDr dk LFky cu tkrh FkhA 
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This encouraged the practice of 
pilgrimage or ziyarat to his 
grave, particularly on his death 
anniversary or urs (or marriage, 
signifying the union of his soul 
with God).  

bl rjg ihj dh njxkg ij f”k;kjr osQ 
fy, tkus dh] [kklrkSj ls mudh cjlh 
osQ volj ij] ifjikVh py fudyhA 
bl ifjikVh dks mlZ (fookg] ek;us 
ihj dh vkRek dk bZ'oj ls feyu) 
dgk tkrk Fkk 
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This was because people 
believed that in death saints 
were united with God, and were 
thus closer to Him than when 
living.  

D;ks afd yksxks a dk ekuuk Fkk fd e`R;q 
osQ ckn ihj bZ'oj ls ,dhHkwr gks tkrs 
gSa vkSj bl rjg igys osQ ctk; muosQ 
vfèkd djhc gks tkrs gSaA 
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People sought their blessings to 
attain material and spiritual 
benefits. Thus evolved the cult 
of the shaikh revered as wali. 

yksx vkè;kfRed vkSj ,sfgd dkeukvks a 
dh iwfrZ osQ fy, mudk vk'khokZn ysus 
tkrs FksA bl rjg 'ks[k dk oyh osQ 
:i esa vknj djus dh ifjikVh 'kq: 
gqbZA 
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 Ignored rituals and observed 
extreme forms of asceticism.  

 fuèkZurk vkSj czãp;Z dks mUgks aus 
xkSjo iznku fd;kA 

Outside the khanqah 

[+kkuO+kQkg osQ ckgj 
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 They were known by different 
names – Qalandars, Madaris, 
Malangs, Haidaris, etc. Because 
of their deliberate defiance of 
the shari‘a they were often 
referred to as be-shari‘a, 

 bUgsa fofHkUu ukeks a ls tkuk tkrk Fkk& 
dyanj] enkjh] eyax] gSnjh bR;kfnA 
'kfj;k dh vogsyuk djus osQ dkj.k 
mUgsa cs&'kfj;k dgk tkrk FkkA 
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Wali (plural auliya) or friend of God 
was a sufi who claimed proximity 
to Allah, acquiring His Grace 
(barakat) to perform miracles 
(karamat). 

oyh (cgqopu vkSfy;k) vFkkZr bZ'oj dk 
fe=k og lwI+kQh tks vYykg osQ u”knhd 
gksus dk nkok djrk Fkk vkSj muls feyh 
cjdr ls djkekr djus dh 'kfDr j[krk 
FkkA 
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Sufis who migrated to India 

Hkkjr vkus okys lwI+kQh leqnk;ks a  

Chishtis were the most 
influential.  

fp'rh lcls vfèkd izHkko'kkyh 
jgsA 

The Chishtis in the Subcontinent 

miegk}hi esa fp'rh flyflyk 
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Because they adapted 
successfully to the local 
environment and adopted 
several features of Indian 
devotional traditions.  

bldk dkj.k ;g Fkk fd mUgks aus u 
osQoy vius vkidks LFkkuh; 
ifjos'k esa vPNh rjg <kyk vfirq 
Hkkjrh; HkfDr ijaijk dh dbZ 
fof'k"Vrkvks a dks Hkh viuk;kA  
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Khanqah was the centre of social life  

[+kkuO+kQkg lkekftd thou dk osaQnz ¯cnq FkkA 

Life in the Chishti khanqah  

fp'rh [+kkuO+kQkg esa thou 
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 big hall ( jama’at khana) 
where the inmates and 
visitors lived and prayed.  

 ,d cM+k gky (tekr[+kkuk) Fkk 
tgk¡ lgoklh vkSj vfrfFk jgrs] 
vkSj mikluk djrs FksA 

 The inmates included family 
members of the Shaikh, his 
attendants and disciples. 

lgokfl;ks a esa 'ks[k dk viuk 
ifjokj] lsod vkSj vuq;k;h FksA 
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 The Shaikh lived in a small 
room on the roof of the hall 
where he met visitors in the 
morning and evening. 

 'ks[k ,d NksVs dejs esa Nr ij jgrs 
Fks tgk¡ og esgekuks a ls lqcg&'kke 
feyk djrs FksA  
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MAJOR TEACHERS OF THE CHISHTI SILSILA 

fp'rh flyflyk osQ eq[; mins'kd 

SUFI TEACHERS 
lwI+kQh 

YEAR OF DEATH 
e`R;q dk o"kZ 

LOCATION OF DARGAH 
njxkg dk LFkku 

Shaikh Muinuddin 
Sijzi  

'ks[k eqbuqíhu fp'rh 
1235 

Ajmer (Rajasthan) 
vtesj (jktLFkku) 

Khwaja Qutbuddin 
Bakhtiyar Kaki 

[+oktk oqQrqcqíhu 
cf[+r;kj dkdh 

1235 
Delhi 
fnYyh 
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Shaikh Fariduddin 
Ganj-i Shakar 

'ks[k iQjhnqíhu 
xat&,&'kdj 

1265 
Ajodhan (Pakistan) 
vtks/u (ikfdLrku) 

Shaikh Nizamuddin 
Auliya 

'ks[k fu”kkeqíhu vkSfy;k 
1325 

Delhi 
fnYyh 

Shaikh Nasiruddin 
Chiragh-i Dehli 

'ks[k ulh#íhu 
fpjkx&,&nsgyh 

1356 
 

Delhi 
fnYyh 
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Open kitchen (langar), run on 
futuh (unasked-for charity).  

,d lkeqnkf;d jlksbZ (yaxj) iqQrwg 
(fcuk ek¡xh [kSj) ij pyrh FkhA 
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 Shaikh Nizamuddin 
appointed several spiritual 
successors and deputed 
them to set up hospices in 
various parts of the 
subcontinent.  

 'ks[k fu”kkeqíhu us dbZ vkè;kfRed 
okfjlks a dk pquko fd;k vkSj mUgsa 
miegk}hi osQ fofHkUu Hkkxks a es a 
[+kkuO+kQkg LFkkfir djus osQ fy, 
fu;qDr fd;kA 
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 As a result the teachings, 
practices and organisation of 
the Chishtis as well as the 
fame of the Shaikh spread 
rapidly. 

 bl otg ls fpf'r;ks a osQ mins'k] 
O;ogkj vkSj laLFkk,¡ rFkk 'ks[k dk 
;'k pkjks a vksj iSQy x;kA 
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The story of Data Ganj Bakhsh  

In 1039 Abu’l Hasan al Hujwiri, a 
native of Hujwir near Ghazni in 
Afghanistan, was forced to cross 
the Indus as a captive of the 
invading Turkish army.  

nkrk xat c['k dh dgkuh  

1039 bZloh esa vcqy glu vy gqtfojh 
tks viQxkfuLrku osQ 'kgj x”kuh osQ 
fudV gqtfoj osQ jgus okys Fks] mUgsa 
rqdhZ lsuk ds ,d oSQnh osQ :i esa flaèkq 
unh ikj djuh iM+hA 
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He settled in Lahore and wrote a book 
in Persian called the Kashful-Mahjub 
(Unveiling of the Veiled) to explain the 
meaning of tasawwuf, and those who 
practised it, that is, the sufi.  

og ykgkSj esa cl x, vkSj iQkjlh esa mUgks aus 
,d fdrkc fy[kh d'iQ&my&egtqc (ijns 
okys dh csinZxh) ftlesa rlOoqI+kQ osQ ek;us 
vkSj bldk ikyu djus okys lwfI+kQ;ks a osQ ckjs 
esa crk;k x;k FkkA 
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Hujwiri died in 1073 and was buried 
in Lahore. The grandson of Sultan 
Mahmud of Ghazni constructed a 
tomb over his grave, and this tomb-
shrine became a site of pilgrimage for 
his devotees, especially on his death 
anniversary  

gqtfojh dh 1073 esa e`R;q gks xbZ vkSj mUgsa 
ykgkSj esa nI+kQuk;k x;kA lqYrku egewn x”kuh 
osQ iksrs us mudh e”kkj ij njxkg cuokbZA ;g 
njxkg mudh cjlh osQ volj ij muosQ 
vuq;kf;;ks a osQ fy, rhFkZ LFky cu xbZA 
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Even today Hujwiri is revered as 
Data Ganj Bakhsh or “Giver who 
bestows treasures” and his 
mausoleum is called Data 
Darbar or “Court of the Giver”.  

vkt Hkh gqtfojh nkrk xat c['k osQ 
:i esa vknj.kh; gSa vkSj mudh njxkg 
dks nkrk njckj ;kuh nsus okys dh 
njxkg dgk tkrk gSA 
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Pilgrimage, called ziyarat, to tombs 
of sufi saints is prevalent all over 
the Muslim world. This practice is 
an occasion for seeking the sufi’s 
spiritual grace (barakat). 

lwI+kQh larks a dh njxkg ij dh xbZ f”k;kjr 
lkjs bLykeh lalkj esa izpfyr gSA bl volj 
ij lar osQ vkè;kfRed vk'khokZn ;kuh 
cjdr dh dkeuk dh tkrh gSA 

Chishti devotionalism: ziyarat and qawwali  

fp'rh mikluk % f”k;kjr vkSj dOokyh 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Khwaja Muinuddin, popularly 
known as “Gharib Nawaz” 

[+oktk eqbuqíhu gS ftUgsa ^x+jhc uok”k* 
dgk tkrk gSA  

Shrine was located on the trade 
route linking Delhi and Gujarat, it 
attracted a lot of travellers. 

njxkg fnYyh vkSj xqtjkr dks tksM+us okys 
O;kikfjd ekxZ ij Fkh vr% vusd ;k=kh ;gk¡ 
vkrs FksA 
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Shrine had become very 
popular; in fact it was the 
spirited singing of pilgrims 
bound for Ajmer that 
inspired Akbar to visit the 
tomb. 

vtesj dh ;g njxkg cgqr gh 
yksdfiz; gks xbZ FkhA bl njxkg 
dks tkuus okys rhFkZ;kf=k;ks a osQ 
Hktuks a us gh vdcj dks ;gk¡ vkus 
osQ fy, izsfjr fd;kA  
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The pilgrimage of the Mughal 
princess Jahanara, 1643  

The following is an excerpt from 
Jahanara’s biography of Shaikh 
Muinuddin Chishti, titled Munis al 
Arwah (The Confidant of Spirits):  

eqxy 'kg”kknh tgk¡vkjk dh rhFkZ;k=kk 1643  

fuEufyf[kr x|ka'k tgk¡vkjk }kjk jfpr 'ks[k 
eqbuqíhu fp'rh dh thouh eqful&vy&v[kkg 
(;kuh vkRek dk fo'oLr) ls fy;k x;k gSA 
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THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

After praising the one God … this lowly faqira 
(humble soul) Jahanara ... went from the 
capital Agra in the company of my great 
father (Emperor Shah Jahan) towards the 
pure region of incomparable Ajmer … I was 
committed to this idea, that every day in 
every station I would perform two cycles of 
optional prayer … 

vYykgrkyk dh rkjhI+kQ osQ ckn---- ;g iQdhjk tgk¡vkjk-
-- jktèkkuh vkxjk ls vius firk (ckn'kkg 'kkgtgk¡) osQ 
lax ikd vkSj cstksM+ vtesj osQ fy, fudyh---- eSa bl 
ckr osQ fy, ok;nkijLr Fkh fd gj jks”k vkSj gj eqdke 
ij eSa nks ckj dh vf[+r;kjh uek”k vnk d:¡xh--- 
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For several days ... I did not sleep on a 
leopard skin at night, I did not extend 
my feet in the direction of the blessed 
sanctuary of the revered saving 
master, and I did not turn my back 
towards him. I passed the days 
beneath the trees. 

cgqr fnu--- eSa jkr dks ck?k osQ peM+s ij ugha 
lksbZ vkSj vius iSj eqdíl njxkg dh rjiQ 
ugha iSQyk,] u gh eSaus viuh ihB mudh rjiQ 
dhA eSa isM+ osQ uhps fnu xq”kkjrh FkhA 
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On Thursday, the fourth of the blessed 
month of Ramzan, I attained the happiness 
of pilgrimage to the illuminated and the 
perfumed tomb … With an hour of daylight 
remaining, I went to the holy sanctuary 
and rubbed my pale face with the dust of 
that threshold. 

ohjokj dks je”kku osQ eqdíl eghus osQ pkSFks jks”k 
eq>s fpjkx vkSj brj esa Mwcs njxkg dh f”k;kjr dh 
[kq'kh gkfly gqbZ--- pw¡fd fnu dh jks'kuh dh ,d 
NM+h ckdh Fkh eSa njxkg osQ Hkhrj xbZ vkSj vius 
tnZ psgjs dks mldh pkS[kV dh èkwy ls jxM+kA 
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From the doorway to the blessed 
tomb I went barefoot, kissing the 
ground. Having entered the dome, 
I went around the light-filled tomb 
of my master seven times … 

njok”ks ls eqdíl njxkg rd eSa uaxs ik¡o 
ogk¡ dh ”kehu dks pwerh gqbZ xbZA xqEcn 
osQ Hkhrj jks'kuh ls Hkjh njxkg esa eSaus 
e”kkj osQ pkjks a vksj lkr isQjs fy,A 
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Finally, with my own hand I put the 
finest quality of itar on the perfumed 
tomb of the revered one, and having 
taken off the rose scarf that I had on 
my head, I placed it on the top of the 
blessed tomb ...  

vkf[+kj esa vius gkFkks a ls eqdíl njxkg ij eSaus 
lcls mEnk brj fNM+dkA pw¡fd xqykch nqiêðk tks 
esjs flj ij Fkk] eSa mrkj pqdh Fkh blfy, mls 
eSaus eqdíl e”kkj osQ Åij j[kkA--- 
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The lamp of the entire land  

Each sufi shrine was associated with distinctive 
features. This is what an eighteenth-century 
visitor from the Deccan, Dargah Quli Khan, 
wrote about the shrine of Nasiruddin Chiragh-i 
Dehli in his Muraqqa-i Dehli (Album of Delhi):  

eqYd dk fpjkx  

izR;sd lwiQh njxkg osQ oqQN fof'k"V y{k.k gksrs FksA 
vBkjgoha 'krkCnh esa nDdu osQ njxkg oqQyh [kku us 'ks[k 
ulh#íhu fpjkx&,&nsgyh dh njxkg osQ ckjs esa 
eqjDdk&,&nsgyh (fnYyh dh vyce) esa fy[kk fdµ 
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The Shaikh (in the grave) is not the lamp 
of Delhi but of the entire country. People 
turn up there in crowds, particularly on 
Sunday. In the month of Diwali the entire 
population of Delhi visits it and stays in 
tents around the spring tank for days.  

'ks[k fliZQ nsgyh osQ gh fpjkx ugha vfirq lkjs 
eqYd osQ fpjkx gSaA yksxks a dk gqtwe ;gk¡ vkrk gS 
[kklrkSj ls brokj osQ jks”kA nhokyh osQ eghus esa 
fnYyh dh lkjh vkcknh njxkg ij meM+ vkrh gS 
vkSj gkS”k osQ ikl rEcw xkM+ dj os dbZ fnuks a rd 
;gk¡ jgrs gSa 
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They take baths to obtain cures from 
chronic diseases. Muslims and Hindus 
pay visits in the same spirit. From 
morning till evening people come and 
also make themselves busy in 
merrymaking in the shade of the 
trees.  

iqjkus jksxks a dks Bhd djus osQ fy, os ;gk¡ 
ugkrs gSaA ¯gnw vkSj eqlyeku ,d gh Hkkouk ls 
vkrs gSaA lqcg ls 'kke rd yksx vkrs gSa vkSj 
isM+ dh Nk¡o esa g¡lh&[kq'kh esa le; fcrkrs gSaA 
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Part of ziyarat is the use of 
music and dance including 
mystical chants performed by 
specially trained musicians or 
qawwals to evoke divine 
ecstasy.  

ukp vkSj laxhr Hkh f”k;kjr dk fgLlk 
Fks] [kklrkSj ls dOokyks a }kjk izLrqr 
jgL;oknh xq.kxku ftlls ijekuan dh 
Hkkouk dks mHkkjk tk losQA 
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 The sufis remember God 
either by reciting the zikr (the 
Divine Names) or evoking His 
Presence through sama‘ 
(literally, “audition”) or 
performance of mystical 
music.  

 lwI+kQh lar f”kØ (bZ'oj dk 
uke&tki) ;k fiQj lek (Jo.k 
djuk) ;kuh vkè;kfRed laxhr dh 
egfiQy osQ }kjk bZ'oj dh mikluk esa 
fo'okl j[krs FksA 
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 Sama‘ was integral to the 
Chishtis, and exemplified 
interaction with indigenous 
devotional traditions.  

 fp'rh mikluk i¼fr esa lHkk dk 
egÙo bl rF; dh iqf"V djrk gS fd 
fp'rh LFkkuh; HkfDr ijaijk ls tqM+s aA 
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Amir Khusrau and the qaul  

Amir Khusrau (1253-1325), the great poet, musician 
and disciple of Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya, gave a 
unique form to the Chishti sama‘ by introducing the 
qaul (Arabic word meaning “saying”), a hymn sung at 
the opening or closing of qawwali.  

vehj [kqljks vkSj dkSy  

vehj [kqljks (1253&1325) egku dfo] laxhrK rFkk 'ks[k 
fu”kkeqíhu vkSfy;k osQ vuq;k;h FksA mUgks aus dkSy (vjch 'kCn 
ftldk vFkZ gS dgkor) dk izpyu djosQ fp'rh lek dks ,d 
fof'k"V vkdkj fn;kA dkSy dks dOokyh osQ 'kq: vkSj vkf[kj esa 
xk;k tkrk FkkA 
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This was followed by sufi poetry in Persian, Hindavi or 
Urdu, and sometimes using words from all of these 
languages. Qawwals (those who sing these songs) at 
the shrine of Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya always start 
their recital with the qaul. Today qawwali is performed 
in shrines all over the subcontinent.  

blosQ ckn lwiQh dfork dk ikB gksrk Fkk tks iQkjlh] ¯gnoh vFkok 
mnwZ esa gksrh Fkh vkSj dHkh&dHkh bu rhuks a gh Hkk"kkvks a osQ 'kCn 
blesa ekStwn gksrs FksA 'ks[k fu”kkeqíhu vkSfy;k dh njxkg ij xkus 
okys dOoky vius xk;u dh 'kq#vkr dkSy ls djrs gSaA miegk}hi 
dh lHkh njxkgks a ij dOokyh xkbZ tkrh gSA 
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In Delhi, 

fnYyh esa  

Languages and communication  

Hkk"kk vkSj laioZQ 
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The Chishti silsila conversed 
in Hindavi, the language of 
the people.  

fp'rh flyflys osQ yksx ¯gnoh esa 
ckrphr djrs FksA  
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Baba Farid composed verses in the 
local language, which were 
incorporated in the Guru Granth 
Sahib. 

ckck iQjhn us Hkh {ks=kh; Hkk"kk esa dkO; 
jpuk dh tks xq# xzaFk lkfgc esa ladfyr gSA  

Composed long poems or masnavis 
to express ideas of divine love using 
human love as an allegory.  

lwfiQ;ks a us yach dfork,¡ eluoh fy[kha tgk¡ 
bZ'oj osQ izfr izse dks ekuoh; izse osQ 
:id osQ }kjk vfHkO;Dr fd;k x;kA  
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Sufi poetry was composed in 
town of Bijapur, Karnataka. 
These were short poems in 
Dakhani (a variant of Urdu) 
attributed to Chishti sufis who 
lived in this region  

lwiQh dfork dh ,d fHkUu fo/k dh 
jpuk chtkiqj dukZVd osQ vklikl gqbZA 
;g nD[kuh (mnwZ dk :i) esa fy[kh 
NksVh dfork,¡ Fkh tks bl {ks=k esa clus 
okys fp'rh larks a }kjk jph xbZa FkhaA  
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These poems were probably 
sung by women while performing 
household chores like grinding 
grain and spinning. 

;s jpuk,¡ laHkor% vkSjrks a }kjk ?kj dk 
dke tSls pDdh ihlrs vkSj pj[kk 
dkrrs gq, xkbZ tkrh FkhaA  
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Charkhanama  

A song set to the rhythm of the 
spinning wheel:  

As you take the cotton, you do zikr-
i jali  

pj[kkukek  

;g xhr pj[ks osQ pyus dh èkqu ij 
vkèkkfjr gS %  

tSls vki #bZ ysrs gSa]  

vki f”kØ&,&tkyh djsaA  
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As you separate the cotton you should do 
zikr-i qalbi 

And as you spool the thread you should do 
zikr-i aini  

Zikr should be uttered from the stomach 
through the chest, 

tSls vki #bZ dks èkqurs gSa]  

vki f”kØ&,&dYch djsaA  

tSls vki èkkxs dks fiQjdh ij yisVrs gSa]  

vki f”kØ&,&vkbuh djsaA  

f”kØ isV ls Nkrh rd mPpkfjr fd;k tk,A 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

And threaded through the throat.  

The threads of breath should be counted one by one, oh 
sister.  

Up to twenty four thousand.  

Do this day and night,  

And offer this to your pir as a gift. 

mls /kxs dh rjg xys ls mrkjs a  

Lokl osQ /kxs ,d&,d fxusa] cgu  

pkSchl g”kkj rd fxusa  

lqcg&'kke ,slk djsa  

vkSj bls rksgisQ eas vius ihj dks is'k djsaA  
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Feature of the Chishti tradition 
was austerity, including 
maintaining a distance from 
worldly power. 

fp'rh laiznk; dh ,d vkSj fo'ks"krk 
la;e vkSj lknxh dk thou Fkk ftlesa 
lÙkk ls nwj jgus ij cy fn;k tkrk FkkA 

Sufis and the state  

lwI+kQh vkSj jkT; 
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The sufis accepted unsolicited 
grants and donations from the 
political elites. 

lÙkkèkkjh fof'k"V oxZ vxj fcuk ek¡xs 
vuqnku ;k Hks aV nsrk Fkk rks lwiQh lar 
mls Lohdkj djrs FksA  

Sultans in turn set up charitable 
trusts (auqaf ) as endowments for 
hospices and granted tax-free land 
(inam). 

lqYrkuks a us [+kkuO+kQkgks a dks dj eqDr (buke) 
Hkwfe vuqnku esa nh vkSj nku lacaèkh U;kl 
LFkkfir fd,A 
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Chishtis accepted donations in cash 
and kind. Rather than accumulate 
donations, they preferred to use 
these fully on immediate 
requirements such as food, clothes, 
living quarters and ritual necessities 
(such as sama‘). 

fp'rh èku vkSj lkeku osQ :i esa nku 
Lohdkj djrs Fks fdarq budks l¡tksus osQ 
ctk; [kkus] diM+s] jgus dh O;oLFkk vkSj 
vuq"Bkuks a tSls lek dh egfiQyks a ij iwjh 
rjg [kpZ dj nsrs FksA  
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Believed that the auliya could 
intercede with God in order to 
improve the material and spiritual 
conditions of ordinary human 
beings.  

ekuk tkrk Fkk fd vkSfy;k eè;LFk osQ :i 
esa bZ'oj ls yksxks a dh ,sfgd vkSj 
vkè;kfRed n'kk esa lqèkkj ykus dk dk;Z 
djrs gSaA 
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This explains why kings often 
wanted their tombs to be in the 
vicinity of sufi shrines and 
hospices.  

'kk;n blfy, 'kkld viuh dcz lwI+kQh 
njxkgks a vkSj [+kkuO+kQkgks a osQ u”knhd 
cukuk pkgrs FksA 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Conflict between the Sultans 
and the sufis.  

lqYrkuks a vkSj lwfI+kQ;ks a osQ chp ruko 
Hkh ekStwn gSaA 

To assert their authority, both 
expected that certain rituals be 
performed such as prostration 
and kissing of the feet. 

viuh lÙkk dk nkok djus osQ fy, nksuks a 
gh oqQN vkpkjks a ij cy nsrs Fks tSls >qd 
dj iz.kke vkSj dne pweukA  
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Sufis and the state  

Other sufis such as the Suhrawardi under the 
Delhi Sultans and the Naqshbandi under the 
Mughals were also associated with the state. 
However, the modes of their association were not 
the same as those of the Chishtis. In some 
cases, sufis accepted courtly offices. 

lwI+kQh vkSj jkT;  

oqQN vU; lwI+kQh Hkh] tSls fd fnYyh lYrur osQ ;qx esa 
lqgjkonhZ vkSj eqx+y;qxhu uD'kcanh] jkT; ls tqM+ s jgsA ysfdu 
muosQ tqM+ko osQ rjhosQ fpf'r;ks a ls fHkUu FksA dHkh&dHkh 
lwI+kQh njckjh in Hkh Lohdkj dj ysrs FksA 
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Declining a royal gift  

This excerpt from a sufi text describes the proceedings at 
Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya’s hospice in 1313:  

I (the author, Amir Hasan Sijzi) had the good fortune of 
kissing his (Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya’s) feet …  

'kkgh Hks aV vLohdkj  

;g m¼j.k lwI+kQh xzaFk ls gS tks 'ks[k fu”kkeqíhu vkSfy;k dh 
[+kkuO+kQkg esa 1313 esa gqbZ ?kVuk dk o.kZu djrk gS %  

esjh (vehj glu flt”kh) vPNh fdLer Fkh fd eSa muosQ 
(fu”kkeqíhu vkSfy;k) dne pwe ldk--- 
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At this time a local ruler had sent 
him the deed of ownership to two 
gardens and much land, along with 
the provisions and tools for their 
maintenance. 

bl le; ,d LFkkuh; 'kkld us nks cxhps 
vkSj cgqr lh ”kehu dk iêðk 'ks[k lkgc 
dks Hkstk gSA lkFk gh buosQ j[kj[kko osQ 
fy, vkS”kkj o vko';d oLrq,¡ Hksth gSaA 
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The ruler had also made it clear that he was 
relinquishing all his rights to both the gardens 
and land. The master … had not accepted that 
gift. Instead, he had lamented: “What have I to 
do with gardens and fields and lands? … None 
of … our spiritual masters had engaged in such 
activity.”  

'kkld us ;g Hkh lkiQ fd;k gS fd og cxhpks a vkSj 
”kehu ij viuk gd dgrs gSa% ¶bl ”kehu] [ksr vkSj 
cxhps dk eq>s D;k djuk gS\--- gekjs dksbZ Hkh 
vkè;kfRed xq# us bl rjg dk dke ugha fd;kA¸ 
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Then he told an appropriate story: “… Sultan 
Ghiyasuddin, who at that time was still known 
as Ulugh Khan, came to visit Shaikh Fariduddin 
(and) offered some money and ownership 
deeds for four villages to the Shaikh, the 
money being for the benefit of the dervishes 
(sufis), and the land for his use.  

fiQj mUgks aus ,d mfpr dgkuh lqukbZ ¶---lqYrku 
fX+k;klqíhu tks ml le; myqX+k [+kku osQ uke ls tkus 
tkrs Fks] 'ks[k I+kQjhnqíhu ls feyus vk,A mUgks aus 'ks[k 
dks oqQN èkujkf'k vkSj pkj xk¡oks a dk iêk Hka sV fd;kA 
èku njos'kks a osQ fy, Fkk vkSj ”kehu 'ks[k osQ vius 
bLrseky osQ fy, FkhA 
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Smiling, Shaikh al Islam (Fariduddin) 
said: ‘Give me the money. I will dispense 
it to the dervishes. But as for those land 
deeds, keep them. There are many who 
long for them. Give them away to such 
persons.’”  

eqLoqQjkrs gq, 'ks[k&vy&bLyke (I+kQjhnqíhu) us 
dgk% eq>s èku ns nks eS a bls njos'kks a esa ck¡V nw ¡xk] 
ij tgk¡ rd ”kehu osQ iês dk loky gS mls mu 
yksxks a dks ns nks ftUgsa mudh  dkeuk gS----A¸ 
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Weaving a divine fabric: Kabir  

nSoh; oL=k dh cqukbZ % dchj 

New Devotional Paths  
(Dialogue and Dissent in Northern India)  

uohu HkfDr iaFk  

(mÙkjh Hkkjr esa laokn vkSj vlgefr) 
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Most outstanding examples of a 
poet-saint  

bl i`"BHkwfe esa mHkjus okys lar dfo;ks a es a 
vizfre Fks 
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The Kabir Bijak is preserved by the 
Kabirpanth  

dchj chtd dchj iafFk;ks a }kjk lajf{kr gSA 

Kabir Granthavali is associated 
with the Dadupanth in 
Rajasthan,  

dchj xzaFkkoyh dk lacaèk jktLFkku osQ 
nknw iafFk;ks a ls gSA 
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Adi Granth Sahib 

vkfn xzaFk lkfgc 

All these manuscript compilations 
were made long after the death of 
Kabir 

yxHkx lHkh ikaMqfyfi ladyu dchj dh 
e`R;q osQ cgqr ckn esa fd, x,A  
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These include Islam: he 
described the Ultimate Reality as 
Allah, Khuda, Hazrat and Pir. 

bLykeh n'kZu dh rjg os bl lR; dks 
vYykg] [kqnk] g”kjr vkSj ihj dgrs gSaA  

Kabir drew on to describe the 
Ultimate Reality. 

mUgks aus ije lR; dks of.kZr djus osQ 
fy, vusd ifjikfV;ks a dk lgkjk fy;kA 
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He also used terms drawn from Vedantic 
traditions, alakh (the unseen), nirakar 
(formless), Brahman, Atman, etc. 

osnkar n'kZu ls izHkkfor os lR; dks vy[k 
(vn`';)] fujkdkj] czãu~ vkSj vkReu~ dg dj Hkh 
lacksfèkr djrs gSaA  
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Some poems draw on Islamic ideas and 
use monotheism and iconoclasm to 
attack Hindu polytheism and idol 
worship;  

oqQN dfork,¡ bLykeh n'kZu osQ ,ds'ojokn vkSj 
ewfrZHkatu dk leFkZu djrs gq, fganw èkeZ osQ 
cgqnsookn vkSj ewfrZiwtk dk [kaMu djrh gSaA  
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Were all these composed by 
Kabir? We may never be able 
to tell with certainty, 

D;k ;s lHkh dfork,¡ dchj }kjk 
jph xb±\ ;g dguk eqf'dy gSA 

Kabir’s ideas probably crystallised 
through dialogue and debate 
(explicit or implicit) with the 
traditions of sufis and yogis 

dchj osQ fopkj laHkor% lwI+kQh vkSj ;ksxh 
ijaijk osQ lkFk gq, laokn vkSj fookn osQ 
ekè;e ls ?kuhHkwr gq,A 
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Hagiographies within the 
Vaishnava tradition attempted to 
suggest that he was born a 
Hindu, 

oS".ko ijaijk dh thofu;ks a esa dchj dks 
tUe ls ¯gnw dchjnkl crk;k x;k gSA  
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But was raised by a poor Muslim 
family belonging to the community 
of weavers or julahas, who were 
relatively recent converts to Islam. 

fdarq mudk ikyu xjhc eqlyeku ifjokj 
esa gqvk tks tqykgs Fks vkSj oqQN le; igys 
gh bLyke èkeZ osQ vuq;k;h cus FksA 
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He was initiated into bhakti by a 
guru, perhaps Ramananda. 

dchj dks HkfDr dk ekxZ fn[kkus okys 
xq# jkekuan FksA  
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The One Lord  

Here is a composition attributed to 
Kabir:  

Tell me, brother, how can there be  

No one lord of the world but two?  

,d bZ'oj  

;g jpuk dchj dh ekuh tkrh gS%  

gs HkkbZ ;g crkvks] fdl rjg gks ldrk gS  

fd lalkj osQ ,d ugha nks Lokeh gks a\ 
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Who led you so astray?  

God is called by many names:  

Names like Allah, Ram, Karim, Keshav, 
Hari, and Hazrat. 

fdlus rqEgs a Hkzfer fd;k gS\  

bZ'oj dks vusd ukeks a ls iqdkjk tkrk gS% tSls 
vYykg] jke] djhe] osQ'ko] gfj rFkk g”kjrA 
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Gold may be shaped into rings and 
bangles.  

Isn’t it gold all the same? Distinctions are 
only words we invent …  

fofHkUurk,¡ rks osQoy 'kCnks a esa gS a ftudk vkfo"dkj 
ge Lo;a djrs gSaA 
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Kabir says they are both mistaken. 

Neither can find the only Ram. One kills 
the goat, the other cows.  

They waste their lives in disputation. 

dchj dgrs gSa nksuks a gh Hkqykos esa gS aA  

buesa ls dksbZ ,d jke dks izkIr ugha dj ldrkA 

,d cdjs dks ekjrk gS vkSj nwljk xk; dksA  

os iwjk thou fooknks a esa gh x¡ok nsrs gSaA 
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Baba Guru Nanak 

ckck xq# ukud 

Baba Guru Nanak and the Sacred Word  
ckck xq# ukud vkSj ifo=k 'kCn 
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Born in a Hindu merchant 
family in a village called 
Nankana Sahib near the 
river Ravi  

tUe ,d ¯gnw O;kikjh ifjokj esa 
gqvkA mudk tUeLFky uudkuk 
xk¡o Fkk tks jkoh unh osQ ikl FkkA  
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He trained to be an accountant 
and studied Persian 

mUgks aus iQkjlh i<+h vkSj ys[kkdkj osQ 
dk;Z dk izf'k{k.k izkIr fd;kA 

Message of Baba Guru Nanak 
is spelt out in his hymns and 
teachings. 

ckck xq# ukud dk lans'k muosQ Hktuks a 
vkSj mins'kks a esa fufgr gSA 
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He rejected sacrifices, ritual 
baths, image worship, 
austerities and the scriptures 
of both Hindus and Muslims. 

mUgks aus vLohdkj fd;k tSls ;K] 
vkuq"Bkfud Luku] ewfrZ iwtk o dBksj 
riA fgUnw vkSj eqlyekuks a osQ èkeZxz aFkk s a 
dks Hkh mUgks aus udkjkA 
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The Absolute or “rab” had no 
gender or form. He proposed a 
simple way to connect to the 
Divine by remembering and 
repeating the Divine Name, 
expressing his ideas through 
hymns called “shabad ” in Punjabi 

ije iw.kZ jc dk dksbZ fyax ;k vkdkj 
ugha FkkA mUgks aus bl jc dh mikluk osQ 
fy, ,d ljy mik; crk;k vkSj og Fkk 
mudk fujarj Lej.k o uke dk tkiA 
mUgks aus vius fopkj iatkch Hkk"kk esa 'kcn 
osQ ekè;e ls lkeus j[ksA  
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Baba Guru Nanak organised his 
followers into a community. He 
set up rules for congregational 
worship (sangat) involving 
collective recitation.  

ckck xq# ukud us vius vuq;kf;;ks a dks 
,d leqnk; esa laxfBr fd;kA 
lkeqnkf;d mikluk (laxr) osQ fu;e 
fuèkkZfjr fd, tgk¡ lkewfgd :i ls ikB 
gksrk FkkA 
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He appointed one of his disciples, 
Angad, to succeed him as the 
preceptor (guru), and this practice 
was followed for nearly 200 years. 

mUgks aus vius vuq;k;h vaxn dks vius ckn 
xq#in ij vklhu fd;k_ bl ifjikVh dk 
ikyu 200 o"kks ± rd gksrk jgkA 
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Guru Arjan , compiled Baba Guru 
Nanak’s hymns along with those 
of his four successors and other 
religious poets like Baba Farid, 
Ravidas (also known as Raidas) 
and Kabir in the Adi Granth 
Sahib . These hymns, called 
“gurbani”, 

vtZu nso th us ckck xq# ukud rFkk 
muosQ pkj mÙkjkfèkdkfj;ks a] ckck iQjhn] 
jfonkl vkSj dchj dh ckuh dks vkfn 
xzaFk lkfgc esa ladfyr fd;kA bu dks 
¶xqjckuh¸ dgk tkrk gSA  
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 The tenth preceptor, Guru 
Gobind Singh, included the 
compositions of the ninth 
guru, Guru Tegh Bahadur, and 
this scripture was called the 
Guru Granth Sahib.  

 nlosa xq# xksfcUn flag th us uosa xq# 
rsx cgknqj dh jpukvka s dks Hkh blesa 
'kkfey fd;k vkSj bl xazFk dks xq# 
xazFk lkfgc dgk x;kA 
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 Guru Gobind Singh also laid the 
foundation of the Khalsa Panth 
(army of the pure) and defined 
its five symbols: uncut hair, a 
dagger, a pair of shorts, a comb 
and a steel bangle. 

 xq# xksfcUn flag us [kkylk iaFk 
(ifo=kks a dh lsuk) dh uhao Mkyh vkSj 
muosQ ik¡p izrhdks a dk o.kZu fd;k % 
fcuk dVs osQ'k] o`Qik.k] dPN] oaQ?kk 
vkSj yksgs dk dM+kA 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Mirabai  

ehjkckbZ 

Mirabai, the devotee princess 
ehjkckbZ] HkfDre; jktoqQekjh 
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THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Was a Rajput princess from Merta 
in Marwar who was married against 
her wishes to a prince of the 
Sisodia clan of Mewar  

ehjkckbZ ekjokM+ osQ esM+rk ftys dh ,d 
jktiwr jktoqQekjh Fkha ftudk fookg mudh 
bPNk osQ fo#¼ esokM+ osQ fllksfn;k oqQy 
esa dj fn;k x;kA  



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
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THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Her preceptor was Raidas, a 
leather worker 

ehjk osQ xq# jSnkl Fks tks ,d peZdkj FksA 

Recognising Krishna, the avatar 
of Vishnu, as her lover. 

fo".kq osQ vorkj o`Q".k dks viuk 
,dek=k ifr Lohdkj fd;kA  
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THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Her songs continue to be sung 
by women and men 

muosQ jfpr in vkt Hkh fL=k;ks a vkSj 
iq#"kks a }kjk xk, tkrs gSaA 

Mirabai did not attract a sect or 
group of followers 

ehjkckbZ osQ vklikl vuq;kf;;ks a dk 
te?kV ugha yxk vkSj mUgks aus fdlh futh 
eaMyh dh uhao ugha MkyhA 
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THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Love for the Lord  

This is part of a song attributed to Mirabai:  

o`Q".k osQ izfr izse  

;g ehjkckbZ }kjk jfpr ,d xhr dk va'k gS% 
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THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

I will build a funeral pyre of sandalwood and 
aloe;  

Light it by your own hand  

When I am burned away to cinders;  

Smear this ash upon your limbs.  

… let flame be lost in flame. 

vxj&pan.k dh fprk c.kkÅ¡] vi.kS gkFk tyk tkA  

tÇ&cÇ Hk;h Hkle dh Hk;h Hkle dh <sjh] vi.kS vax 
yxk tkA  

ehjk dgS izHkq fxj/j ukxj] tksr esa tksr feyk tkAA 
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THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

In another verse, she sings:  

What can Mewar’s ruler do to me?  

If God is angry, all is lost,  

But what can the Rana do?  

,d vkSj in esa og dgrh gSa%  

jk.kks a th esokM+ks Egkjks dk¡bZ oQjlh]  

Egs rks xks¯cn jk xq.k xkL;k¡A  

jk.kks a th :llh xk¡o j[kklh] gjh :L;k¡ oqQeykL;kAA 
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THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Shankaradeva  

In the late fifteenth century, Shankaradeva 
emerged as one of the leading proponents of 
Vaishnavism in Assam.  

'kadjnso  

ianzgoha 'krkCnh osQ mÙkjk¼Z esa vle esa 'kadjnso oS".ko èkeZ 
osQ eq[; izpkjd osQ :i esa mHkjsA 
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THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

His teachings, often known as the 
Bhagavati dharma because they were 
based on the Bhagavad Gita and the 
Bhagavata Purana, focused on absolute 
surrender to the supreme deity, in this 
case Vishnu.  

muosQ mins'kks a dks ^Hkxorh èkeZ* dg dj 
lacksfèkr fd;k tkrk gS D;ks afd os Hkxon~ xhrk 
vkSj Hkkxor iqjk.k ij vkèkkfjr FksA ;s mins'k 
loks ZPp nsork fo".kq osQ izfr iw.kZ leiZ.k Hkko 
ij osaQfnzr FksA 
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(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 
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THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

He emphasised the need for naam kirtan, 
recitation of the names of the lord in sat 
sanga or congregations of pious devotees. 
He also encouraged the establishment of 
satra or monasteries for the transmission 
of spiritual knowledge, and naam ghar or 
prayer halls.  

'kadjnso us HkfDr osQ fy, uke dhrZu vkSj J¼koku 
HkDrks a osQ lRlax esa bZ'oj osQ uke mPpkj.k ij cy 
fn;kA mUgks aus vkè;kfRed Kku osQ izpkj osQ fy, l=k 
;k eB rFkk uke?kj tSls izkFkZukx`g dh LFkkiuk dks 
c<+kok fn;kA  
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THEME 
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BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Many of these institutions and 
practices continue to flourish in 
the region. His major 
compositions include the 
Kirtana-ghosha.  

bl {ks=k esa ;s laLFkk,¡ vkSj vkpkj vkt 
Hkh iui jgs gSaA 'kadjnso dh izeq[k 
dkO; jpukvks a esa dhrZu?kks"k Hkh gSA 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 
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THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Varieties of sources used to 
reconstruct the history of sufi 

traditions  

A wide range of texts were 
produced in and around sufi 
khanqahs. These included: 

lwI+kQh ijaijk osQ bfrgkl osQ iqufuZekZ.k osQ 
fy, fofHkUu Ïksr  

lwI+kQh [+kkuO+kQkgks a osQ vklikl vusd xzaFkk s a 
dh jpuk gqbZ ftuesa 'kkfey gSa% 

Reconstructing Histories of Religious Traditions 
èkkfeZd ijaijkvks a osQ bfrgklks a dk iqufuZekZ.k 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 
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THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

1. Treatises or manuals dealing with sufi 
thought and practices – The Kashf-ul-
Mahjub of Ali bin Usman Hujwiri (died c. 
1071) is an example of this genre.  

1- lwiQh fopkjks a vkSj vkpkjks a ij izcaèk iqfLrdk 
d'iQ&my&egtqc bl fo/k dk ,d mnkgj.k gSA 
;g iqLrd vyh fcu mLeku gqtfojh (e`R;q 1071) 
}kjk fy[kh xbZA 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 
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(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

It enables historians to see how 
traditions outside the subcontinent 
influenced sufi thought in India.  

lkfgR; bfrgkldkjks a dks ;g tkuus esa enn 
djrk gS fd miegk}hi osQ ckgj dh ijaijkvks a 
us Hkkjr esa lwI+kQh fparu dks fdl rjg 
izHkkfor fd;kA 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
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(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

2. Malfuzat (literally, “uttered”; conversations of 
sufi saints) – An early text on malfuzat is the 
Fawa’id-al-Fu’ad, a collection of conversations of 
Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya, compiled by Amir 
Hasan Sijzi Dehlavi, a noted Persian poet. Source 
9 contains an excerpt from this text.  

2- eqyiqQ”kkr (lwI+kQh larks a dh ckrphr)% eqyiqQ”kkr ij ,d 
vkjafHkd xzaFk iQokbn&vy&iqQvkn gSA ;g 'ks[k fu”kkeqíhu 
vkSfy;k dh ckrphr ij vkèkkfjr ,d laxzg gS ftldk 
ladyu izfl¼ I+kQkjlh dfo vehj glu flt”kh nsgyoh us 
fd;kA Ïksr 9 esa bl xzaFk ls fy;k ,d va'k m¼`r gSA 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Malfuzats were compiled by different sufi silsilas 
with the permission of the shaikhs; these had 
obvious didactic purposes. Several examples have 
been found from different parts of the 
subcontinent, including the Deccan. They were 
compiled over several centuries.  

eqyiqQ”kkr dk ladyu fofHkUu lwI+ kQh flyflyks a osQ 'ks[kks a dh 
vuqefr ls gqvkA budk mís'; eq[;r% mins'kkRed FkkA 
miegk}hi osQ vusd Hkkxks a ls ftlesa nDdu 'kkfey gS] vusd 
mnkgj.k bl rjg osQ feyrs gSaA dbZ 'krkfCn;ks a rd budk 
ladyu gksrk jgkA 



DEVOTIONAL TEXTS 
(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

3. Maktubat (literally, “written” collections of letters); 
letters written by sufi masters, addressed to their 
disciples and associates – While these tell us about the 
shaikh’s experience of religious truth that he wanted to 
share with others, they also reflect the life conditions of 
the recipients and are responses to their aspirations 
and difficulties, both spiritual and mundane.  

3 eDrqckr (fy[ks gq, i=kks a dk ladyu)% ;s os i=k Fks tks lwI+kQh 
larks a }kjk vius vuq;kf;;ks a vkSj lg;ksfx;ks a dks fy[ks x,A bu i=kks a 
ls èkkfeZd lR; osQ ckjs esa 'ks[k osQ vuqHkoks a dk o.kZu feyrk gS 
ftls og vU; yksxks a osQ lkFk ck¡Vuk pkgrs FksA og bu i=kks a es a 
vius vuq;kf;;ks a osQ ykSfdd vkSj vkè;kfRed thou] mudh 
vkdka{kkvks a vkSj eqf'dyks a ij Hkh fVIi.kh djrs FksA 
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(c. 8th  to 18th  century) 

HkfDr&lwI+kQh ijaijk,¡ èkkfeZd fo'oklks a 
esa cnyko vkSj J¼k xzaFk  

(yxHkx vkBoha ls vBkjgoha lnh rd) 

THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

The letters, known as Maktubat-i Imam 
Rabbani, of the noted seventeenth-century 
Naqshbandi Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi (d.1624), 
whose ideology is often contrasted with the 
liberal and non-sectarian views of Akbar, are 
amongst those most frequently discussed by 
scholars.  

fo}ku cgqèkk l=kgoha 'krkCnh osQ uD'kcanh flyflys osQ 
'ks[k vgen ljfganh (e`R;q 1624) osQ fy[ks 
eDrqckr&,&beke jCckuh ij ppkZ djrs gSaA bl 'ks[k dh 
fopkjèkkjk dk rqyukRed vè;;u os ckn'kkg vdcj dh 
mnkjoknh vkSj vlkaiznkf;d fopkjèkkjk ls djrs gSaA 
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THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

4. Tazkiras (literally, “to mention and memorialise”; 
biographical accounts of saints) – The fourteenth-
centurySiyar-ul-Auliya of Mir Khwurd Kirmani was 
the first sufi tazkira written in India. It dealt 
principally with the Chishti saints. The most 
famous tazkira is the Akhbar-ul-Akhyar of Abdul 
Haqq Muhaddis Dehlavi (d. 1642).  

4- r”kfdjk (lwI+kQh larks a dh thofu;ks a dk Lej.k) % Hkkjr esa 
fy[kk igyk lwI+kQh r”kfdjk ehj [kqnZ fdjekuh dk 
fl;kj&my&vkSfy;k gSA ;g r”kfdjk eq[;r% fp'rh larks a osQ 
ckjs esa FkkA lcls izfl¼ r”kfdjk vCnqy gd eqgkfíl 
nsgyoh (e`R;q 1642) dk v[ckj&my&v[k;kj gSA 
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THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

The authors of the tazkiras often sought to establish 
the precedence of their own orders and glorify their 
spiritual genealogies. Many details are often 
implausible, full of elements of the fantastic. Still 
they are of great value for historians and help them 
to understand more fully the nature of the tradition.  

r”kfdjk osQ ys[kdks a dk eq[; mís'; vius flyflys dh 
izèkkurk LFkkfir djuk vkSj lkFk gh viuh vkè;kfRed 
oa'kkoyh dh efgek dk c[kku djuk FkkA r”kfdjs osQ cgqr ls 
o.kZu vn~Hkqr vkSj vfo'oluh; gSa ¯drq fiQj Hkh os 
bfrgkldkjks a osQ fy, egÙoiw.kZ gSa vkSj lwI+kQh ijaijk osQ Lo:i 
dks le>us esa lgk;d fl¼ gksrs gSaA 
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THEME 
SIX 

BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS  
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND  

Remember that each of the traditions we have been 
considering in this chapter generated a wide range 
of textual and oral modes of communication, some of 
which have been preserved, many of which have 
been modified in the process of transmission, and 
others are probably lost forever.  

;g ;kn j[kus ;ksX; gS fd izR;sd ifjikVh ftldk f”kozQ bl 
vè;k; esa gqvk gS mlls vusd lkfgfR;d vkSj ekSf[kd lans'k 
tqM+s gq, gSaA buesa ls oqQN dks lqjf{kr fd;k x;kA cgqr lh 
lwpuk,¡ ,slh Fkha ftuesa laiz s"k.k osQ nkSjku la'kksèku gks x;k] o 
oqQN lans'k ,sls Hkh Fks tks ges'kk osQ fy, foLe`r gks x,A 
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