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Textual sources

Include compositions attributed
to poet-saints, most of whom
expressed themselves orally In

regional languages used by
ordinary people.
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Compositions, which were
often set to music, were
compiled Dby disciples or
devotees, generally after the
death of the poet-saint.

I AT St SAfYeraR Saeg @
qdl o SIATIA R 3SR
& STd Hehfad I TS|




BHAKT]I- SUFI TRADITIONS qﬁa_';];cﬁ ‘q'{'q'{r@' SN ERELEIE
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND

DEVOTIONAL TEXTS i X @m%q
(c. 8t to 18" century) (ST W

A Mosaic of Religious Beliefs and Practices
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Visibility of a wide range of
gods and goddesses In
sculpture as well as In
texts.
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Fig. 6.1

A twelfth-century bronze sculpture of
Manikkavachakar, a devotee of Shiva

who composed beautiful devotional songs in Tamil



BHAKT]I- SUFI TRADITIONS qﬁa_';];cﬁ ‘q'{'q'{r&' SN ERCLEEICI
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND ] eard 3ﬁ_{ T T

(ST of3dt | 3TSWedl el )

DEVOTIONAL TEXTS

(c. 8t to 18t century)

Worship of the major deities -
Vishnu, Shiva and the goddess
— each of whom was visualised
INn a variety of forms.
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The integration of cults
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Two processes at work. One was a process of

m« Fria of] disseminating Brahmanical
A Ideas.
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Composition, compilation and
preservation of Puranic texts
IN simple Sanskrit verse
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Be accessible to women and
Shudras, who were generally
excluded from Vedic learning.

dfces famm @ fastw foat @ik
IE W A uRA 9




BHAKT]I- SUFI TRADITIONS qﬁa_';];cﬁ ‘q'{'q'{r&' SN ERCLEEICI
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND

] g AR HGT U™

DEVOTIONAL TEXTS . .
(ST 3@l @ ST3HEdl Ust d%h)

(c. 8t to 18t century)

Second process at work — that
of the Brahmanas accepting
and reworking the beliefs and
practices of these and other
soclal categories
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Puri, Orissa, where the
principal deity was
iIdentified, by the twelfth
century, as Jagannatha
(literally, the lord of the
world), a form of Vishnu.
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Fig. 6.2
Jagannatha (extreme right) with his 3‘-|'|ﬁ —3'-|'Iﬁ ST ('Q'ITFEEF 3'-[2'{c

sister Subhadra (centre) and his p- chuf favg &7 WTFﬁ') 3 ﬁwl

brother Balarama (left)
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

“Great” and “httle”
traditions

The terms great and little
traditions were coined by
a soclologist named
Robert Redfield In the
twentieth century to
describe the cultural
practices of peasant

societies. j
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DEVOTIONAL TEXTS
(c. 8t to 18t century)

He found that peasants\ T YHEETSE A3 <@l W\
observed rituals and ﬁb‘FIH 37 FHHE 3‘-ﬁT AL
customs that emanated
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‘ from dominant social

categories, including ‘ TS & QYcasmat 9 <
priests and rulers. These ifed R TS gR eE foRa
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At the same time,\ WX ¥ HUE WEE A \
peasants also followed G L s O G

local practices that did | AT
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- correspond with those of = o) SE 3R ‘9 W
' the great tradition. These & ™ 4§ fafead  feam
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category of little tradition. , . ’
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While scholars accept the\ gl fagm 39 yfemanett 3‘-ﬁT\
significance  of  these TR & Hed | TAHR &I
categories and processes, @ oy 3 = = ® St

they are often
uncomfortable with the TEHIYMTHE WX IHT HY ATl

hierarchy suggested by g SUR STAHET H T TR
the terms great and little. AT FE FT TH qOHT T

The wuse of quotation .
marks for “great” and =l B SEW o w WA
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A local deity, whose iImage
was and continues to Dbe
made of wood by local tribal
specialists, was recognised
as a form of Vishnu.
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Fig. 6.3

Sculpture of a Buddhist goddess,
Marichi (c.tenth century, Bihar),
an example of the process of
integration of different religious
beliefs and practices
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(c. 8t to 18t century)
Difference and conflict

Tantric
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Open to women and men, and
practitioners often ignored
differences of caste and class
within the ritual context.
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Principal deities of the Vedic
pantheon, Agni, Indra and
Soma, become marginal
figures, rarely visible In
textual or visual
representations.




BHAKT]I- SUFI TRADITIONS qﬁa_'g;cﬁ ‘q'{'q'{r@' SN ERCLEEICI
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND ] eard 3ﬁ_{ T T

(SATHT SASEl ¥ STSRE! Wl a%)
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Vedas continued to Dbe
revered as authoritative.
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Conflicts as well - those who valued
the Vedic tradition often condemned
practices that went Dbeyond the
closely regulated contact with the
divine through the performance of
sacrifices or precisely chanted
mantras

HYr gus »i feyfa o SO B Wl
off| Afcr U & wvigs 39 g+
I Ht AT w & S I¥ER &l
SYEAT o faT O3 & S=ERU & 9
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Those engaged In Tantric
practices frequently ignored the
authority of the Vedas.
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Singing and chanting of
devotional compositions was
often a part of

qfeq AR HT SHROT YA
=T ST, 3191 &)

Modes of worship. This was
particularly true of the
Vaishnava and Shaiva sects.
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Poems of Prayer (Early Traditions of Bhakti)
YT 1 wigae (TRF9E qfe /W)

Poet-saints emerged as leaders

around whom there developed a
community of devotees.
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Brahmanas remained important
Intermediaries between gods and
devotees In several forms of bhakti,
these traditions also accommodated
and acknowledged women and the
“lower castes”, categories
considered Ineligible for liberation
within the orthodox Brahmanical
framework.
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Bhakti traditions into two broad
categories: saguna (with
attributes)

qﬁamaﬁﬁg@rwﬁﬁm
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Former Included traditions that
focused on the worship of
specific deities such as Shiva,
Vishnu and his avatars
(Incarnations) and forms of the
goddess or Deuvi,

e i R fira, fawp qen Sk
IaR 9 fea T SRUAT et B,
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Nirguna bhakti on the other hand
was worship of an abstract form of
god.

frfor wfe Wau ¥ od, fReR $9er
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The Alvars and Nayanars of Tamil Nadu

Alvars (literally, those who are
“Immersed” in devotion to
Vishnu)

Al (fasoy wfeq & a=1=)
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DEVOTIONAL TEXTS
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Nayanars (literally, leaders who
were devotees of Shiva).

T (Fayea)

o t.-!f"ﬂr_-

Singing hymns In Tamil In
praise of their gods.
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Alvars and Nayanars
iIdentified certain shrines as
abodes of their chosen

deities.

ATAR AR TR Hal | To
qEae Tl &t AR TR HI
fraraeee =ifya feam
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The chaturvedin (Brahmana \
versed In the four Vedas) and the
“outcaste”

This Is an excerpt from a
composition of an Alvar named
Tondaradippodi, who was a
Brahmana:
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You (Vishnu) manifestly like \

those “servants” who express their love for
your feet,

though they may be born outcastes, more
than

the Chaturvedins who are strangers and
without allegiance to your service.

TEEEl Wt IeHet § R g et & wfa fa
Tl TEd, 3T Hft = 9 (B Ofasy) S+
YT wE TER H@ B, S SR WO | 9w
@R ¥, 9’ A avi-oaen & R /
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Shastras or devotion? \

This Is a verse composed by Appar, a
Nayanar saint:

O rogues who guote the law books,

Of what use are your gotra and kula?
IS A1 Afwd

IE BT ANR THE TIR §q HT T €
g Yo, St gH IS hit I§d HW @l
TR T R Fo e RN Fwm e J
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Just bow to Marperu’s Iord\
(Shiva who resides N
Marperu, In Thanjavur, Tamil
Nadu) as your sole refuge.

AYE d§ 99d ©?1) H Y
THAS SHISAT AL ATHS R
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Attitudes towards caste

sifa & gfa gfesto

+ \ e e Alvars and Nayanars Iinitiated
Hindu Caste System
. a movement of protest

Priest & Scholes against the caste system and
the dominance of Brahmanas
or at least attempted to

/ st \Mhmﬂmﬂu reform the system.

& Arisan

Shudsa Fareer & Laborer :l “‘ 3ﬁT W w # ﬁ]ﬁ
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Fuler & Warrior
Puge Castes
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DEVOTIONAL TEXTS
(c. 8t to 18t century)

Castes considered Compositions were as
“untouchable” Important as the Vedas.

Sifaat @ st & f§R 9% fSaT "sequl T
eI HET ST o



BHAKT]I- SUFI TRADITIONS qﬁa_';];cﬁ ‘q'{'q'{r@' SN ERELEIE
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND ] eard 3ﬁ_{ T T

(SFTHI 31Sst § SNEdl |l dF)
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Compilations of devotional literature \

By the tenth century the compositions of the
12 Alvars were compiled in an anthology
known as the Nalayira Divyaprabandham
(“Four Thousand Sacred Compositions”).

qfekd AIfg hT Thald

TEEl VARl % SIA-°fd 9RE  STe Al i
Al 1 T Gead w famm ™ o=
Tafaufseaysyq (Y9R TR U WA )
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The poems of Appar, Sambandar\
and Sundarar form the Tevaram, a
collection that was compiled and
classified In the tenth century on
the basis of the music of the songs.

Tl Tl ¥ E IR gER 3R
YR H1 Hfgad qor9 =S Ghad o
Wt T foen wfaaet w1 99 o
IMUR I TR0 g3 J
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Women devotees

it qad

Compositions of Andal, a woman
Alvar, were widely sung (and
continue to be sung to date).

AT AHE AR Sl o Hied
fd =a9% &R W MW S & (3R
< o T W )|

(ST SASEl ¥ JSREH! Wl )

Herself as the beloved of Vishnu:; her verses
I57% express her love for the deity.

. @ B w S W S e
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Karaikkal Ammalyar, a devotee
of Shiva, adopted the path of
extreme asceticism In order to
attain her goal

e FEFRE IFEAR |
I I Wit B¢ R qqEN

HT qE STIAET
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Relations with the state
T o 91 g9y

One of the major themes In Tamil
bhakti hymns iIs the poets’
opposition to Buddhism anc
Jainism. This Is particularly
marked In the compositions of the
Nayanars.

e afm ARt R @ @
forgesg g SR S= oW TR i
39T Ty 81 faiY &1 WX q9ar JAINISM BUDDHISM
gdal & e o fauiy €9 9 3SW

HT AT 2
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A demon? \

This 1s an excerpt from a poem by
Karailkkal Ammaiyar in which she
describes herself:

The female Pey (demoness)
with . . . bulging veins,

THh TeTEl?
g ISUT HUSTRIA TSR hi hidal 9

Fig. 6.4

A twelfth-century bronze image m Tl-q-[ %’ qﬁ a w'q: a,)-l‘ a'uﬁ W @‘ é":

of Karaikkal Ammaiyar

R

’\-...__‘_-_




BHAKTI- SUFI TRADITIONS q'ﬁa_';wﬁ q'{'q'{ni' SN ERELEIE
® agad R g5 TA

CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND
DEVOTIONAL TEXTS

(c. 8t to 18th century) (T TSt @ SeREd! Wt q)

protruding eyes, white teeth and\
shrunken stomach,

red haired and jutting teeth
lengthy shins extending till the ankles,

areR frwelt T8, 9%g Tiq X iR o
I A B AR M Frdat 704,

Fig. 6.4
A twelfth-century bronze image

of Karaikkal Ammaiyar
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

shouts and walls
while wandering in the forest.
This 1s the forest of Alankatu

9 o fa=a w99 e AR
ST TE FAehg T O T )

.

Fig. 6.4
A twelfth-century bronze image

of Karaikkal Ammaiyar
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which 1s the home of our father\
(Shiva)

who dances ... with his matted hair

thrown In all eight directions, and
with cool limbs.

g9 ¥ fouw 999 <t sur faar (Rma)
FT =R 2

Fig. 6.4

A twelfth-century bronze image 311.{ w q.la é{l

of Karaikkal Ammaiyar
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Powerful Chola rulers

MIES NI [

Supported Brahmanical and
bhakti traditions, making land
grants and constructing temples
for Vishnu and Shiva.
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® agad R g5 TA
(ST SASEl ¥ JSREH! Wl )

(c. 8t to 18t century)

Claim divine support and proclaim
their own power and status Dby
building splendid temples that were
adorned with stone and metal
sculpture to recreate the visions of
these popular saints who sang in the
language of the people.

g gueft T & @ e e et
qd o qeeiA & fag g wfed @
frafor sEr o Teer iR ung @ &
ffdat gafem ofl 3@ W 3 deid
qa-sfoal &t Uf&meqwm &, W
SA-HI9IeT ® Tid Wd 9 A &, qd ©9
T<H fRan T=m
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DEVOTIONAL TEXTS . .
(T ATt |/ ABHEdl Hal )

(c. 8t to 18t century)

The Virashaiva Tradition in Karnataka

Fich I AW WIq

Movement in Karnataka, led by
a Brahmana named Basavanna

Hiesh H Uk HaIH STSIad i
I]Ha g3 o1 Aq@ Se
e T Sl = e
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Was a minister in the court of a
Kalachuri ruler. His followers
were known as Virashaivas
(heroes of Shiva) or Lingayats
(wearers of the linga).

qEE e TSN o &R H
Tt 3 ek ARt diwE (e
& dR) 9 famaa (fam aro w:
qret) HEA|
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Worship Shiva
IRERC AR IR

Lingayats believe that on death the
devotee will be united with Shiva and

will not return to this world.

famaal #1 favaw 2 fF goiwa 9=
fora ® &9 8 SmdR qen 39 WER ¥ YA
T AR
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(c. 8t to 18t century) (T el | FSREe F )

They do not practise funerary
rites such as cremation,

qE ISR &1 d TaT &l &

Lingayats challenged the idea
of caste

famaat & Snfa =1 STauren &1
fadiy feam
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Also questioned the theory of
rebirth.

S & fagia Wt =i gvaEs
fag |

Virashaiva tradition iIs derived from
vachanas (literally, sayings) composed
In Kannada by women and men who
joined the movement

AW W HT Feafq 37 a9t 9 ® S
Fg AN W 3T St [E g W™ M W
39 IS B IiHS g
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Rituals and the real world \
Here iI1s a vachana composed by
Basavanna:

When they see a serpent carved In
stone they pour milk on it.

AT AR e FER
Ig THa1 50 Ea TH g9 R
ST d TH TR @ o 99 i 2@ 7 al
| 39 W 3Y e © /
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If a real serpent comes they say: “Kill. Kill.” \

To the servant of the god who could eat If served
they say: “Go away! Go away!”

But to the image of the god which cannot eat they
offer dishes of food.

Ife orel WY 37 WT qf ®ed T “HR-"Ar "

3Gl oh 39 Qaeh Hi, S HIEEH [WHE | G Ghal © 9
F8d T ‘9o s 9« sen|”

fog ¥R &t Wfam =t St @ T Wewdt, 3 SHASH
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

® agad R g5 TA
(SFTHI 31Sst § SNEdl |l dF)

New religious developments \

This period also witnessed two major developments. On the
one hand, many ideas of the Tamil bhaktas (especially the
Vaishnavas) were incorporated within the Sanskritic
tradition, culminating in the composition of one of the best-
known Puranas, the Bhagavata Purana. Second, we find the
development of traditions of bhakti in Maharashtra in the
thirteenth century

qu yfde fawm™

| Hugadl vaAied W 2 & fa@™ 3@ W SNul U SR at
e T (AR @ dwrE) & faerl w §%pd Waa ®
qaifea +X T T fogewr o gaifas afas won /9
T& HTFTEd GO i A1 ot TR, 8%t Iaesl | " W

%1 fowme wewrsg § ga /
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Religious Ferment in North India

North India
ST A
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Vishnu and Shiva were
worshipped In temples, often

built with the support of
rulers.

faop 3k fym @ 3o #
YT "fe | & S ot 5=
M9t &1 gerEar € fafda fean
ST
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Khyber
Pazs
P h+* E-;‘—\
eshawear )
Gazni g

Gaznavicjﬁ

e A

Arab -
Chauhan |Gadhawal

Empire F1 I
Paramar Pratihar
| | | Tomar N Sena
[

- Solanki

A

Rajput
Kingdoms

India 1050 AD

Map not 1o scale

Rajput states Brahmanas occupied
Eb o= positions of importance,

STEION T HEWYUl T o
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DEVOTIONAL TEXTS

(ST SASEl ¥ JSREH! Wl )

(c. 8t to 18t century)

Same time other religious
leaders, who did not function
within the orthodox Brahmanical
framework, were gaining ground.

U g ] uifde Aar s ©fearst
JEONE 92 o 9ed o, ST 49E
7 fawr 8 Wi ol

Little or no attempt to
challenge their position
directly.
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Included the Naths, Jogis
and Siddhas.

i, st IR fag i o

A Mughal painting depicting
Emperor Jahangir with a Jogi
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CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND
DEVOTIONAL TEXTS
(c. 8t to 18t century)

the authority of the Vedas,

Wumﬁmaﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁwaﬁ
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Religious leaders were not
InN a position to win the
support of the ruling elites.

yiffes w1 fafdre sy =7
T 999 Tfaa & wr feafa
4 & o

Coming of the Turks
qHl HT AMHA
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® agad R g5 TA
(ST SASEl ¥ JSREH! Wl )

Establishment of the Delhi
Sultanate

fEoett goaqa &t S9N

Undermined the power of
many of the Rajput states
and the Brahmanas

oaqd i TOA 9 99
Tl ®1 SR 3T q2 qEn

&1 9T g3
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DEVOTIONAL TEXTS
(c. 8t to 18t century)
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Ulama (plural of alim, or one
who knows) are scholars of
Islamic studies. As preservers
of this tradition they perform
various religious, juridical and
teaching functions.

SAHT (A" HT dgA91) T
gd & @ g @ el o
qed TR & A d o,

fremd e /
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(c. 8t to 18t century)
Faiths of rulers and subjects

Waﬁ'{wfaaiéauﬁwﬁlﬁm

Turks and Afghans
established the Delhi
Sultanate.

T AR w7 feed
godqd &t Hia @il

Followed by the formation of
Sultanates In the Deccan

SFhd H Ht Weadd & HWHT T YER
g3
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Islam was an acknowledged
religion of rulers

T TMEHI &1 ipd o ol

Muslim rulers were to be guided by
the ulama, who were expected to
ensure that they ruled according to

the shari‘a.

WW#W%WW

gffyaa Fand)
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Zimmi, meaning protected

et st aefama
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Developed for people who followed

revealed scriptures, such as the

Jews and Christians, and lived

| under Muslim rulership. They paid

B\ a tax called jizya and gained the
g4 right to be protected by Muslims.

- AGmEl it 3 W o St SqEfed vHuy Wl
¥ w9 ged SR fEEl 3 @
Sfs T AW R IR R HHAHM
IMEHT g 90 fRu s ok
g W 2

;
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(c. 8t to 18t century) S | )

Mughals came to regard
themselves as emperors of not
just Muslims but of all peoples.

AT IMEH AU TRl T ohad
AT &1 Afug R QR &I
qEIME AT A
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Shari‘a \

The shari‘a I1Is the law governing the
Muslim community. It iIs based on the
Qur’an and the hadis, traditions of the
Prophet Iincluding a record of his
remembered words and deeds

Mg

AT A §HIE &t FRIR| &6 o
FHT B IE FHUT W B IR T W
muid 21 &9 &1 oY ® TR e @

R\_
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With the expansion of Islamic rule outside\
Arabia, In areas where customs and

traditions were different, giyas (reasoning by
analogy) and 1I1jma (consensus of the
community) were recognised as two other
sources of legislation. Thus, the shari‘a
evolved from the Qur’an, hadis, giyas and

jma.
V9 SE & | 9%l WA H YUR T 5@ H
IER-FIBR 9= o @ fewaw (Sgvar o=
YR W Teh) R T (FHIE H1 eafa) i
# FFA FT Gd AAT T A TH e A,
A, T8I, T ot 39 | Ig@ g /

.
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A church in Khambat \

This 1s an excerpt from a farman (imperial order) issued
by Akbar in 1598:. Whereas it reached our eminent and
holy notice that the padris (fathers) of the Holy Society
of Jesus wish to build a house of prayer (church) in the
city of Kambayat (Khambat, in Gujarat);

T 1 FRETER

Ig S0 SH A (IEIME o gFAM) &1 A9 © o
1598 ¥ HAFW 7 WK fHA : TUR TEg AR THew
(ufest) <o ® ugen ® foF Ay ®) qeed W % ed
- WG [Ed & IR W osERd o fau (FfemR) &
| TARG & arR (Fraion) w5 9Ea @
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Therefore an exalted mandate ... Is Dbeing
Issued, ... that the dignitaries of the city of
Kambayat should In no case stand Iin their way
but should allow them to build a church so that
they may engage themselves In their own
worship. It Is necessary that the order of the

Emperor should be obeyed In every way.

GEEd & 7 fREt ft @ Sk = " A
I AR I feER &+ ok & © 9@ =
AT TART B T I8 T4 2 fF aREmE & o™
. TE $1 B e 9 aid (qed) B /
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Reverence for the Jogi \

Here is an excerpt from a letter written
by Aurangzeb to a Jogi in 1661-62:

The possessor of the sublime station,
Shiv Murat, Guru Anand Nath Jio!

St o 9fd SIS

T ST 1661-62 B AMTEE T TH
S H for@ T ®T SA9 ©

| gA] WM fraa TE emEg e e /
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® agad R g5 TA
(SFTHI 31Sst § SNEdl |l dF)

May your Reverence remain in\
peace and happiness ever under
the protection of Sri Shiv Jio!

SE-T-TERA  (HSF) WA SR
gyt ¥ ghwm st i fat +t e

® @)
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A piece of cloth for the cloak and a\
sum of twenty five rupees which have
been sent as an offering will reach
(Your Reverence) ... Your Reverence
may write to us whenever there is any
service which can be rendered by us.

IR & faT o= R U= ¥4U &t
A St 92 o 9 ) ASt T ? A9 a
qg9fl... SHE-U-Je® oMY 'W foaw
m%mﬁwﬁwaﬁw@/

S ——
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(c. 8t to 18t century)
The popular practice of Islam

e g9 ° ST

Those who adopted Islam accepted, In
principle, the five “pillars” of the faith:

iR s o s fea s=it dsifas
®9 ¥ 9! 99 T&I 'S’ W
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® agad R g5 TA
(SFTHI 31Sst § SNEdl |l dF)

That there Is one God, Allah, and
Prophet Muhammad IS his
messenger (shahada); offering
prayers five times a day (nhamaz/salat
); giving alms (zakat); fasting during
the month of Ramzan (sawm); and
performing the pilgrimage to Mecca

(hajj).

AcAlE THATT 3y ®; = HigHR
ST 3@ (WER) ¥; A A uiw WR
T TE W wfew; eRE ()
diel TfeT; TR & HER W QS
@ TIfeT 3R &S o fau wer ST
Ifeq|
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 Arab Muslim traders who
settled along the Malabar
coast (Kerala) adopted the
local language, Malayalam.

3T HHAHM S S JATER
T () & PR 99, 3=iq
T had IAFE HAAH AT

&l YT
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

 They also adopted Ilocal
customs such as matriliny
(Chapter 3) and matrilocal
residence

ST AE WY Wi
(e 3) IR AIQEdr i
ST
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Architectural features of
mosgues are universal — such
as their orientation towards
Mecca, evident IN the
placement of the mihrab (prayer
niche) and the minbar (pulpit).

ARl o FP WM HaHt d
qEifier 94— ARG w1 HahT
S WF ATEAT W1 A& (T
FT ) SR fsR (sEEdie) @i
T | e gtar om
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Matrilocal residence iIs a practice\
where women after marriage remain in
their natal home with their children
and the husbands may come to stay
with them.

ACEd 9% Ut ? el ol faaw &
9K 391 UEeh U B YAl 9dE oh 9
2 3k 3k ufq ST WY HE ©
]

' J
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DEVOTIONAL TEXTS
(c. 8t to 18t century)

Matriliny - Tracing of Kinship
through the female line.
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Names for communities
qHIE & A
Historians who have studied I - bty L L
- i !;. rrinay e iy ST ‘t""" . ,_:_ 4.'-}:-| II
Sanskrit texts S S e sl v

Point out that the term
musalman or Muslim was

virtually never used

TH [OOHEN, VK & IES &l
HEl T g3 T
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Instead, people were
occasionally identified in terms

of the region from which they
came.

£ - O - I | B i |
3Tk UM o YR W&
STar ol
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(c. 8t to 18t century)
The Growth of Sufism

YorAd &1 faem

Group of religiousminded people
called sufis turned to asceticism
and mysticism In protest against
the growing materialism of the
Caliphate as a religious and
political institution.

aiffer 3R Teifae §eem & ®9 |
FTO AMAMTF AN 1 AR 3R
el S |
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They laild emphasis on seeking
salvation through intense devotion
and love for God by following His
commands, and by following the
example of the Prophet Muhammad

whom they regarded as a perfect
human being.

381 Aqfe &t Wi o fag s =t
qfF R 3ok IR & YoM R o
fem s=it treR AWewg &l
IUF-T-FHIHA aqdld TL SR SFATHT
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Sufism and tasawwuf \

Sufism is an English word coined in the
nineteenth century. The word used for
Sufism In Islamic texts Is tasawwuf.

g R T9%
YRR S T d Rk s
TR B T GHRIEE & fau seamt gey o
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Historians have understood this\
term In several ways. According to
some scholars, it iIs derived from
suf, meaning wool, referring to the
coarse woollen clothes worn by
sufis.

T8 fagrl & IUR 9% W% ‘g%’ |
frpam ? foae oef o9 31 a® sw
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Others derive It from safa, meaning
purity. It may also have been derived
from suffa, the platform outside the
Prophet’s mosque, where a group of
close followers assembled to learn about
the faith.

3 fagm 39 v &1 gaufa 'awr’ |/ Ard
® foe 1ef @ wrRl 9% ot §ve @ f 9%
T ‘g’ @ freer B St TR &t Afeg
% W UH WU o wgl e srgafeAt
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Khangahs and silsilas

ToRTe 3 faafae

Sufism evolved INto a
welldeveloped movement with a
body of literature on Quranic
studies and sufi practices.
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

4

L)

» The sufis began to organise
communities around the hospice
or khangah (Persian) controlled by
a teaching master known as
shaikh (in Arabic), pir or murshid
(In Persian).

PR FAW  H  TE  gea
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N/

 He enrolled disciples

(murids) and appointed a
successor (khalifa).

L3 Attt (qAsl) T At
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

** He established rules for spiritual
conduct and interaction between
Inmates as well as between
laypersons and the master

 neATfeaes FaerR & fam fruifa
H o IAET CFohle | @A aral
& d9 H Hay IR W@ «
SO & o9 o fEal &t |
Tt faa s 9
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Names of silsilas \

Most sufi lineages were named after a founding figure.
For example, the Qadiri order was named after Shaikh
Abd’ul Qadir Jilani. However, some like the Chishti
order, were named after their place of origin, in this
case the town of Chisht in central Afghanistan.

faafaet o =™
SRR Yht a9 38 TfUq & aedt o W W TR
3ITMEMa:, FwIed foafaen @ osga &R et &
TH W €N Ho I foafaen 1 TWEHEOr STk
SRYM W gen S favdt W wew  sremitEE %
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Silsila literally means a chain,
signifying a continuous link
between master and disciple

faafaen =1 wfsgew el 2 <SR
st @ R qiR & @9 @ FR®
iz = =ias @)

. J T
i, Y
R
TR — r
IR T T
G TR T ST L T E R TR L -

Spiritual power and blessings @
were transmitted to devotees

smefers Wit SR eTiEiE
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Shaitkh died, his tomb-shrine
(dargah, a Persian term meaning
court) became the centre of @
devotion for his followers. |

g & AR S T (e
¥ 3qHT A T@R) I9F AT & L
foe wfea &1 To@ o9 S|t o)
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This encouraged the practice of
pilgrimage or ziyarat to his
grave, particularly on his death

| : anniversary or urs (or marriage,
@ signifying the union of his soul

: - _s with God).
] @ R * e W fERd %

B T S &1, THak @ S 1t
,#’%WW it =@ fraett
3@ gfRaet & 39 (faae, wmE
TR &t AHT &1 ¥R 9 faem)
SHET Al o
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This was Dbecause people
believed that In death saints
were united with God, and were
thus closer to HiIm than when

living.

Fife @M &1 " oo TR g
% 9% YR $¥R ¥ THIE 8 S
g 3R 3@ WE TR & T Ih
Jtferer w0 B S 2
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People sought their blessings to
attain material and spiritual
benefits. Thus evolved the cult
of the shaikh revered as wali.

G R 1 o e c e e O e e e
%1 I & fau 7@ emeftais <
mmwmewaa
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Outside the khangah
ThTE o dTel

* Ignored rituals and observed
extreme forms of asceticism.

& i Ik wRmd W s=i
T v fewa)
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 They were known by different
names - Qalandars, Madaris,
Malangs, Haidaris, etc. Because
of their deliberate defiance of
the shari‘a they were often
referred to as be-shari‘a,

‘o 3= fafg= - 9@ S Smar -
Fael, WS, WA, o TN
TR H SERATN B S BRI
3 S-YIfAT HET San el
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Wali (plural auliya) or friend of God\
was a sufi who claimed proximity
to Allah, acquiring His Grace
(barakat) to perform miracles
(karamat).

el (Sga=d Sitfaan) Aufa gver 1
fas 98 Yot St e & TSRS
TR BT AT HG A AR ST el
Thd ° HUAM S Bl fed @l
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

The Chishtis In the Subcontinent

SymETEy ¥ fvdt faataen

R e S,
-l _'__:-..r".::,._ P m AT = e
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Sufis who migrated to India Chishtis were the most
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Because they adapted
successfully to the local
environment and adopted
several features of Indian
devotional traditions.

TUh] R I8 of f I=iv 7 @i
qiEeT | =8t M@ e JAfug .,
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(c. 8t to 18t century)
Life in the Chishti khangah

fadt @R 9 Sfam

Khangah was the centre of social life
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

 big hall ( jama’at khana)
where the Inmates and
visitors lived and prayed.

CTH TS FE  (THEET) o
&l WAt R Afafy @,
IR ST F@ I

 The Inmates included family
members of the Shaikh, his
attendants and disciples.

eEafgat " I HT U
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<+ The Shaikh lived In a small

room on the roof of the hall
where he met visitors In the
morning and evening.

* I TH Bie FW H Bd W @&d
% Wel 9% Hedri 9 Y-y
faem @ <
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MAJOR TEACHERS OF THE CHISHTI SILSILA
favdl faafaen & T STRY®

SUFI TEACHERS | YEAR OF DEATH | LOCATION OF DARGAH
ot g &1 98 T &1 TIM

Shaikh Muinuddin _ _
Ajmer (Rajasthan)

Sijzi 1235
ITAY (TSTEAT)
g qegem favdt
Khwaja Qutbuddin
Bakhtiyar Kaki Delhi
1235 feeett
TATS AT

e R HIehl
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Shaikh Fariduddin

Ganj-1 Shakar Ajodhan (Pakistan)
v wE 205 S ()
TS -T-TTehT

Shaikh Nizamuddin _
Auliya 1395 %‘4

| fraEs itfean

Shaikh Nasiruddin _
Chiragh-i Dehli 1356 %ewlhgr

e THEE

ferm-u-]E=t




BHAKT]I- SUFI TRADITIONS qﬁa_';];cﬁ ‘q'{'q'{r&' SN ERCLEEICI
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND

] g AR HGT U™

DEVOTIONAL TEXTS . .
(ST 3@l @ ST3HEdl Ust d%h)

(c. 8t to 18t century)

Open kitchen (langar), run on
futuh (unasked-for charity).

T UEias W (AR) BE
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* Shaikh Nizamuddin
appointed several spiritual
successors and deputed
them to set up hospices In
various parts of the
subcontinent.

”Wﬁﬁw?rarémwm
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

 As a result the teachings,
practices and organisation of
the Chishtis as well as the
fame of the Shaikh spread
rapidly.

39 gve ¥ Tafyaa & SR,
aER 3R GEATT de = hl
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The story of Data Ganj Bakhsh \

In 1039 Abu’l Hasan al Hujwiri, a
native of Hujwir near Ghazni In
Afghanistan, was forced to cross
the Indus as a captive of the
Invading Turkish army.

T[T TS G H1 Har!
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

He settled in Lahore and wrote a book\
IN Persian called the Kashful-Mahjub
(Unveiling of the Veiled) to explain the
meaning of tasawwuf, and those who
practised it, that is, the sufi.

9% WER ¥ 99 U R BRE A S=iA
& feae faet wyF-Sa-"1e9d (TR
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Hujwiri died in 1073 and was buried
In Lahore. The grandson of Sultan
Mahmud of Ghazni constructed a
tomb over his grave, and this tomb-
shrine became a site of pilgrimage for
his devotees, especially on his death
anniversary

AT & 1073 ® g q T A ST
AER ¥ THA TN godH HEHE T
% T4 7 STt AR W IAME I a8 I8
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Even today Hujwiri Is revered as\
Data Ganj Bakhsh or “Giver who
bestows treasures” and his
mausoleum Is called Data
Darbar or “Court of the Giver”.

A off gofadl I NN TEw
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Chishti devotionalism: ziyarat and gawwali

faydt SurET ¢ R R wearet

Pilgrimage, called ziyarat, to tombs
of sufi saints Is prevalent all over
the Muslim world. This practice iIs
an occasion for seeking the sufi’s
spiritual grace (barakat).

Tt ddl & IO W K T FEra
IR TS §ER B gEfad 81 39 ST
W Hd oh ofeAlfcHer  SARIEig Al
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DEVOTIONAL TEXTS

Khwaja Muinuddin, popularly
known as “Gharib Nawaz”

Shrine was located on the trade
route linking Delhi and Gujarat, it
attracted a lot of travellers.
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Shrine had become very
popular; In fact it was the
spirited singing of pilgrims
bound for Ajmer that
Inspired Akbar to visit the
tomb.

aﬁﬁ'{aﬁwwa@ﬁ
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The pilgrimage of the Mughal \
princess Jahanara, 1643

The following Is an excerpt from
Jahanara’s Dbiography of Shaikh
Muinuddin Chishti, titled Munis al
Arwah (The Confidant of Spirits):

T YIS STEISTRT i <refams 1643
frafafeq T seiemn g W @
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After praising the one God ... this lowly faqira\
(humble soul) Jahanara ... went from the
capital Agra In the company of my great
father (Emperor Shah Jahan) towards the
pure region of incomparable Ajmer ... | was
committed to this idea, that every day In
every station | would perform two cycles of
optional prayer ...

SATEATE i A & §K.... I8 HH SIGISTNI.
.. T 3N | 3R foar (STeRmE YESEl) %
T UH R AWIg R & feau e, # =@
- 9@ % fau AR of fF w9 o | qEm
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

For several days ... | did not sleep on a
leopard skin at night, | did not extend
my feet In the direction of the blessed
sanctuary of the revered saving
master, and | did not turn my back
towards him. | passed the days
beneath the trees.

Tgd A, o T w 9™ & 9me W
g 3R o W YHEW WE 1 WH
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On Thursday, the fourth of the blessed
month of Ramzan, | attained the happiness
of pilgrimage to the illuminated and the
perfumed tomb ... With an hour of daylight
remaining, | went to the holy sanctuary

and rubbed my pale face with the dust of
that threshold.

ER Ft WIAH & gHed TEH & WY a9

g o i 3 ¥ g& e %1 fana w5t
qeh wfew g 4fF R @ dwE @ o
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From the doorway to the blessed\
tomb | went barefoot, kissing the
ground. Having entered the dome,
| went around the light-filled tomb
of my master seven times ...

A YHEH IAME as | 7 g
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Finally, with my own hand | put the\
finest quality of itar on the perfumed
tomb of the revered one, and having
taken off the rose scarf that | had on
my head, | placed it on the top of the
blessed tomb ...

AfeR ® v el ¥ WHew IOmE | {+
e IR s feswn JfF Taret gugT st
M R | o, #§ SarR It off afaw s9
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DEVOTIONAL TEXTS . .
(c. 8th to 18t century) (SIS STSEl @ STSREdl 9l %)

The lamp of the entire land \

Each sufi shrine was associated with distinctive
features. This Is what an eighteenth-century
visitor from the Deccan, Dargah Quli Khan,
wrote about the shrine of Nasiruddin Chiragh-i
Dehli in his Muragqga-i Dehli (Alobum of Delhi):

Hooh Rl =

A% Yh! SCME & F© falyre a9 g Al
ISNEa! YAIRI | THHRA o SCME FHall @F 1 W@
- TERd fam-uREet w1 wme % WR ¥
| eEE-u-tEe (ool #1 o) W foran e /
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(c. 8t to 18th century) (T TSt @ SeREd! Wt q)

The Shaikh (in the grave) is not the lamp
of Delhi but of the entire country. People
turn up there In crowds, particularly on
Sunday. In the month of Diwali the entire
population of Delhi visits it and stays In
tents around the spring tank for days.

i@ fad et & & foaum T& efug Wn
ok o ToRm €1 ARt &1 g9 Fel omar @
TEAR 9 3R & U9l et o 7ER 9
feoelt & Ot A TME W SHS oAl ®
IR € & U T M H d H & ah
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They take baths to obtain cures from\
chronic diseases. Muslims and Hindus
pay Vvisits In the same spirit. From
morning till evening people come and
also make themselves Dbusy In

merrymaking in the shade of the
trees.

TR T F G wd F faw 3w
[ 2 &g R qEem T € qET @
A Bl guE | IWH Tk o @ T IR
\ Ug ® B9 W THI-TEi ﬁ’wﬁlﬂﬁy

|
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Part of ziyarat I1s the use of
music and dance Including
mystical chants performed by
specially trained musicians or
gawwals to evoke divine
ecstasy.

= IR §ia ot foara w1 fewm
?, GHAR ¥ weardl g W
WEAR! o a8 i Eg &l
Il St SHRT ST ok |
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 The sufis remember God
either by reciting the zikr (the
Divine Names) or evoking His
Presence through sama’

(literally, “audition”) or
performance of mystical
music.

SR wa e (FvR @
IE-S) I R 9w (gEm
HEM) IHET SMeAfeHRr  GItd i
Wefthel o T $YR 1 SUEAT |
favarg W 9
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 Sama‘’ was Iintegral to the
Chishtis, and exemplified
Interaction with Indigenous
devotional traditions.

o favdt SUE Usfa ® wWr &
e 39 a2 $ qfe #ar & fF
favdt T wfem WO 9@ =R
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Amir Khusrau and the gaul

Amir Khusrau (1253-1325), the great poet, musician
and disciple of Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya, gave a
unique form to the Chishti sama‘ by introducing the
gaul (Arabic word meaning “saying”), a hymn sung at
the opening or closing of gawwali.

IHR AW 3R HiA

IR AU (1253-1325) HWEM Hfd, Hitag T @
fragd sifaar & i o) S=iR Wi (SRl I
fSrgemt el @ wEEd) &1 YO w& favdt 99 & T

 faftre sm@r fam @ ® weet & gE AR enfer #
T ST e
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This was followed by sufi poetry in Persian, Hindavi or\
Urdu, and sometimes using words from all of these
languages. Qawwals (those who sing these songs) at
the shrine of Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya always start
their recital with the gaul. Today gawwali is performed
INn shrines all over the subcontinent.

. THeh 9% G®! HfGar w1 A8 w1 o4 St R, fegelt sveren

S W Tl oft iRk wefl-Feft 3 A & awiet & W
Y HiSR T 9 v FenEe sifasn # s | T
9 FeaTel YR MET HI YOI Hid 9 FQ ¢ STHEET
1 Tl TOMEl R wearell ME Wt 2 /
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Languages and communication

In Delhi,

et o
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

The Chishti silsila conversed
In Hindavi, the language of
the people.

faydt faafaa & @ fesat o
g i o
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Baba Farid composed verses In the
local language, which were

Incorporated In the Guru Granth
Sahib.

1 T O A 1
W &t ST T wifed § Wahfaa B

Composed long poems or masnavis
to express ideas of divine love using
human love as an allegory.

gieal = oel wfaad qoqat faet ser
IR o 9 A9 w e 99 %
®9F oh g1 A foan =m
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Sufi poetry was composed In
town of Bijapur, Karnataka.
These were short poems In
Dakhani (a variant of Urdu)
attributed to Chishti sufis who
lived In this region

Yot wfaar w1 Tk 9= faur =i
AT ST Fiesh oh STaIE T3
Ig TFEAt (353 &1 ®9) H faE
Biet wfoard of w1 3@ &% ¥ T
gt favdt @at g0 it w© oA
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

These poems were probably
sung by women while performing
household chores like grinding
grain and spinning.

¥ AT GHed: AAl g SR
FMW S TFRl fEm SR S
FTad TC ME Sratr o)
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(c. 8t to 18t century) (T St/ FIREA F TH)

Charkhanama

A song set to the rhythm of the
spinning wheel:

As you take the cotton, you do zikr-
| jali
RERECINIRRI

T fid W@ o WOt Hl YA W
e ®

S Y T W9 T,

RALREERUSE IS /
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(c. 8t to 18t century) (T el | FSREe F )

As you separate the cotton you should do\
zikr-1 galbi

And as you spool the thread you should do
ZiIkr-1 aini

ZiIkr should be uttered from the stomach
through the chest,

S 3T ¥ W g ¥,

3 fah-T-Feet H

S 3T ¥ W Rt W dded ©,

3 frsh-T-3mrst w1

| e 9T | B 9% S<aiia R S /
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And threaded through the throat. \
The threads of breath should be counted one by one, oh
sister.

Up to twenty four thousand.
Do this day and night,
And offer this to your pir as a gift.

3H 41 HT WE T ¥ AR

W & UM TH-TF [, 987

A9 TR TF i

QoE-vM TH W

| 3R @ deh # S W w g9 /
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Sufis and the state

qopt SR T
Feature of the Chishti tradition
was austerity, Including

maintaining a distance from
worldly power.

fovdt Wugm #1 SR fawiva
a9 R Wt &1 Stem en foew
I @ W ®©F W 9o T30 Sran em
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The sufis accepted unsolicited
grants and donations from the
political elites.

gt fafyre =it e famm w@m
IFSE AT | ]l o @ Y®I §d
39 R W o

Sultans In turn set up charitable

I H
_h trusts (augaf ) as endowments for

ril hospices and granted tax-free land
prs (inam).

a1 ©Mohtel H HT g (M)
g EE ¥ € R T ot =™
Tfya feu)
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(c. 8t to 18t century) (T el | FSREe F )

Chishtis accepted donations In cash
and Kind. Rather than accumulate
donations, they preferred to use
these fully on Immediate
requirements such as food, clothes,
living quarters and ritual necessities
(such as sama’).

ﬁ?ﬁmaﬁiwé?mﬁm
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Believed that the auliya could
Intercede with God In order to
Improve the material and spiritual
conditions of ordinary human
beings.

qA Sl ot & SAifaan memsy & w9
#H Sy ® o st tfew @ik
MeAMeHF WM H FUR @ &1
Fd B
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This explains why Kkings often
wanted their tombs to be In the
vicinity of sufi shrines and

hospices.

IR 3A(AT IMEF YAl Hsl GOt
SR R TR g‘pﬂg} 3:ﬁ1 ‘@Fﬁﬂﬁ =) ESHED

The dargah of Shaikh Salim Chishti

(a direct descendant of Baba Farid) W a.lgﬁ 9} |
constructed in Fatehpur Sikri,

Akbar’s capital, symbolised the

bond between the Chishtis and the

Mughal state.
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Conflict between the Sultans
and the sufis.

To assert their authority, both
expected that certain rituals be
performed such as prostration
and kissing of the feet.

YA AT HT JMA1 HA o faw =0
& P9 AR W 96 30 o S8 gF
FI UMY SR HIH THAN

~—

Shailkchs greeting the Mughal
emperor Jahangir on his pilgrimage
to Ajmer, painting by an artist
named Manohar, c. 1615
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DEVOTIONAL TEXTS
(c. 8t to 18t century)

Sufis and the state \

Other sufis such as the Suhrawardi under the
Delhi Sultans and the Nagshbandi under the
Mughals were also associated with the state.
However, the modes of their association were not
the same as those of the Chishtis. In some
cases, sufis accepted courtly offices.

goht 3R T
%9 A9 gt i, I fr Kool Goo@ & 0 A

FEUas! 3R WEFT TREE, T @ I ©| Al
ST Y@ & alo fafyaat @ fa= o wot-w+

T A 18 ff EER = At 9 /
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Declining a royal gift \

This excerpt from a sufi text describes the proceedings at
Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya’s hospice in 1313:

| (the author, Amir Hasan Sijzi) had the good fortune of
kKissing his (Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya’s) feet ...

MR He DR
9% IS0 Yot T § T St ve freamEm sitfen @6t
GehE ¥ 1313 W g2 ST &1 Ui Hidl @

T (hR T fassfl) o=st feom ot fF o ok
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At this time a local ruler had sent\
him the deed of ownership to two
gardens and much land, along with

the provisions and tools for their
maintenance.

9 U9 T Y WEE A4 S
AR 9gd § THE T YT WG qEd
F 91 B WA @ T WREE FH
\maﬂwawa@ﬁ?ﬁﬁj
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] g AR HGT U™
(SFTHI 31Sst § SNEdl |l dF)

The ruler had also made It clear that he was\
relinquishing all his rights to both the gardens
and land. The master ... had not accepted that
gift. Instead, he had lamented: “What have | to
do with gardens and fields and lands? ... None
of ... our spiritual masters had engaged In such
activity.”

EE 7 g8 ft e TR ? fv 9w wiEl ek
T W AT TF Hed ¢ ‘T THH, @a IR
T} & A F OHEN 8. TR FE o
| 3T @ A 3H WE 1w Tel R /
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(c. 8t to 18th century) (T TSt @ SeREd! Wt q)

Then he told an appropriate story: “... Sultan\
Ghiyasuddin, who at that time was still known
as Ulugh Khan, came to visit Shaikh Fariduddin
(and) offered some money and ownership
deeds for four villages to the Shaikh, the
money being for the benefit of the dervishes
(sufis), and the land for his use.

fer =R ww Sfad w=r R “..gwn
o)

e <t SO 999 ST O & AW |/ S
W o, Y WagEE 9 fuer emu S=iR v
F TO YA AR IR Alal w7 e fwan
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Smiling, Shaikh al Islam (Fariduddin) \
said: ‘Give me the money. | will dispense
It to the dervishes. But as for those land
deeds, keep them. There are many who
long for them. Give them away to such
persons.’™

qpid U VE-IA-3M  (WAgEE)
FE: TR v R | A W @ |/ e 3w,
W SEl 9% IHT S T HT GO & 39 S
_ At R R R ST e % R /
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DEVOTIONAL TEXTS
(c. 8t to 18t century)

New Devotional Paths
(Dialogue and Dissent in Northern India)

T Afe gy
(T8 ARG W G X IreHid)

Weaving a divine fabric: Kabir

g T BT qE : HEAR
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Ad B

Most outstanding examples of a
poet-saint

3 IO | IWH 9« Wa &fadl #
yfay <
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

The Kabir Bijak i1s preserved by the
Kabirpanth

FaAR FoH HER IIET g G 2

Kabir Granthavali is associated
with the Dadupanth In
Rajasthan,

HER TATTEAT HT GAY AU
Tg g | )
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Adi Granth Sahib
s Uy wifed

All these manuscript compilations
were made long after the death of

Kabir
TN gt Tigfafd had FHEX i
T o 9gd 9k 4 fey T




BHAKT]I- SUFI TRADITIONS qﬁa_'g;cﬁ ‘q'{'q'{r@' SN ERCLEEICI
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND ] eard 3ﬁ_{ T T

DEVOTIONAL TEXTS . .
(T ATt |/ ABHEdl Hal )

(c. 8t to 18t century)

Kabir drew on to describe the
Ultimate Reality.

3EI1 W & Hit dfvid wEH
fae sme aftwfeat 1 wer femm

N ) &zpﬂﬁ@@ﬁq\ﬁ;ﬁmﬁﬂﬁﬂ@ﬁfﬁ '*"; ._:_"

These Include Islam: he
described the Ultimate Reality as
Allah, Khuda, Hazrat and Pir. . e 8
T <9 R WE A T AA B L s
ATTg & rdt, T8 rd AR )

Sewle, Gal, TR X IR Fed o1 P

P
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He also used terms drawn from Vedantic
traditions, alakh (the unseen), nirakar
(formless), Brahman, Atman, etc.

Aq WA 9 yAfgd d wAE H @€
(35¥), TR, F& R 3T w8 HT
qaifaa #@ 2
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Some poems draw on Islamic ideas and
use monotheism and iconoclasm to
attack Hindu polytheism and idol
worship;

wmww&maﬁx
{ﬁfwmmﬁaﬂﬁ@%&qﬁ%

TERTAE AR ST F1 TSI Ht 2|
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Were all these composed by
Kabir? We may never be able
to tell with certainty,

T 4 99t Hfaad FAR G
it TE? qE wEN qiwd 2

Kabir’'s i1deas probably crystallised
through dialogue and debate mmﬁiﬂﬁ

(exp_llglt or |_mpI|c:|t) Wlth the e
traditions of sufis and yogis T
FIR & foaR wwaa: geer R = % ot o 7 %,

A o T S ||

WW & WY TC Fag AR faa &
mMeaw ¥ S gl
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Hagiographies within the
Vaishnava tradition attempted to
suggest that he was born a

Hindu,
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But was raised by a poor Muslim
family belonging to the community
of weavers or julahas, who were
relatively recent converts to Islam.

fhg ST oM W TEAHM IRaR
# g3 St o o IR TS uHd wwa
g T 99 & ATAET 91 L)
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DEVOTIONAL TEXTS
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He was Iinitiated into bhakti by a
guru, perhaps Ramananda.

HAR &t qfw w1 Orl fK@m a«
T THHS A
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® agad R g5 TA
(SFTHI 31Sst § SNEdl |l dF)

The One Lord \

Here Is a composition attributed to
Kabir:

Tell me, brother, how can there be
No one lord of the world but two?

THh I
I% =1 FER P HET STt 2

T A 98 9dien, fFe @ & uFar 2
& 9er & T &l < ErHT B2 /

\
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Who led you so astray? \
God Is called by many names:

Names like Allah, Ram, Karim, Keshavy,
Hari, and Hazrat.

feem gR wfim fear 22

TR H IS W W [HER W@ ?: W9
| TeE, T, HH, HRE, TR a1 T j
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Gold may be shaped Into rings and\
bangles.

Isn’t it gold all the same? Distinctions are
only words we invent ...

fafa=ad @t Faw vkl A € e sfar
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Kabir says they are both mistaken. \

Neither can find the only Ram. One Kills
the goat, the other cows.

They waste their lives in disputation.
FoX F&d ¢ I & gaa ¥ 2
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Baba Guru Nanak and the Sacred Word
T [T AHE AR IfEaT I

Baba Guru Nanak
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__ Born In a Hindu merchant
5 [ Advora i < L | family in a village called

N A kas >.—| Nankana Sahib near the
~ Pakistapl & . [met| river Ravi
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He trained to be an accountant
and studied Persian

S=IM BRE @ SR JAWER *
*1d w1 givTeeT gt foRa

Message of Baba Guru Nanak
IS spelt out In his hymns and
teachings.

9161 7T S 1 93 Sk HeHl
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He rejected sacrifices, ritual
baths, iImage worship,
austerities and the scriptures
of both Hindus and Muslims.

SR R fRwm S 99,
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The Absolute or “rab” had no
gender or form. He proposed a
simple way to connect to the
_ Divine by remembering and
repeating the Divine Name,
expressing his 1I1deas through
hymns called “shabad ” in Punjabi

T quf W w1 w3 fAqT W AR
T oM S=IR T W HT SUET h
SHABAD GURBANI ™ ™ ®@ 3w =rm iR o o

361 RO TR 9 9™ &1 <9l
321 Y1 fourR et w@er #OyEg
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Baba Guru Nanak organised his
followers into a community. He
set up rules for congregational
worship (sangat) Involving
collective recitation.

TEE SUET (W) & From s e
fruifa fee sl 9fes &1 9 e
eI
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‘ He appointed one of his disciples,
Angad, to succeed him as the

preceptor (guru), and this practice
was followed for nearly 200 years.

I 200 I <k Bian @I
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

Guru Arjan , compiled Baba Guru
Nanak’s hymns along with those
of his four successors and other
religious poets like Baba Farid,
Ravidas (also known as Raidas)
and Kabir in the Adi Granth
Sahib . These hymns, called
“gurbani”,

IS ] St A @1 [ TR QA
fag@ ek wex ®t 9 & ey
Y gifes ® Hofaa & = &
“IRET " el ST 2
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 The tenth preceptor, Guru
Gobind Singh, Included the
compositions of the ninth
guru, Guru Tegh Bahadur, and
this scripture was called the
Guru Granth Sahib.

“THd 7T Mias fog st 4 & R
A TEIR ® wed & ot e
e fFan &R 3@ Uy & e
T Hifgd Hal T
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4

L/

» Guru Gobind Singh also laid the
foundation of the Khalsa Panth
(army of the pure) and defined
Iits five symbols: uncut hair, a
dagger, a pair of shorts, a comb
and a steel bangle.

o e Tifax fog 3 @ 9y |
(ufas &+t @1) *T A9 TR SR
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Mirabal, the devotee princess

Mirabali

HIRTeg
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Was a Rajput princess from Merta
IN Marwar who was married against
her wishes to a prince of the
Sisodia clan of Mewar

e dRarg & Agal o &1 &
TSYd TSRt off st faarg 9t
Tl o faeg dag & i o
¥ % g &
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DEVOTIONAL TEXTS

(c. 8t to 18t century)

Recognising Krishna, the avatar
of Vishnu, as her lover.

Her preceptor was Raildas, a
leather worker

U & TF /W 9 St Th gHER o
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Mirabal did not attract a sect or
group of followers

MR o AEIE  ATAIA
e TR @ s S fedt st
el it 9 &l STl

Her songs continue to be sung
by women and men

Ik ad 18 I St forl @k
TEE g MY W 2
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Love for the Lord
This Is part of a song attributed to Mirabai:

%o & gfd 9H
¥E HREE g Aea T i oA R
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| will build a funeral pyre of sandalwood and\
aloe;

Light it by your own hand

When | am burned away to cinders;
Smear this ash upon your limbs.

... let flame be lost in flame.

-] i Toar 9IS, S99 BT Stem S

Vo-90 T 99H & 9 99 & e, v M
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In another verse, she sings: \
What can Mewar’s ruler do to me?

If God Is angry, all is lost,

But what can the Rana do?

TF 3 U5 ¥ 9% Fedl o
® a Mg [ IO M
T St wEE M @, w6 s A /
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Shankaradeva \

In the late fifteenth century, Shankaradeva
emerged as one of the leading proponents of

Vaishnavism in Assam.
NETEE |

Y5Edl Al o SUUS W W U Yeed awrg uH
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His teachings, often known as the\
Bhagavati dharma because they were
based on the Bhagavad Gita and the
Bhagavata Purana, focused on absolute
surrender to the supreme deity, In this
case Vishnu.

3T IURIN H HEdr gH' O HE B
Yaifua fean wmar @ wife 3 wEg T
AR AFEd WU W i@ &1 d SRW
qaied daar fasup & gfa qof wudor @

| R Shiga o /
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DEVOTIONAL TEXTS
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He emphasised the need for naam kirtan,\
recitation of the names of the lord In sat
sanga or congregations of pious devotees.
He also encouraged the establishment of
satra or monasteries for the transmission
of spiritual knowledge, and naam ghar or
prayer halls.

THEd 1 9| o fau W ST R ggEm
C gF ok GG R OTYR ok AW SR W G
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Many of these institutions and\
practices continue to flourish In
the region. His major
compositions Include the
Kirtana-ghosha.

T 8T H ¥ el 3R AR A=
ft Ty ® T vERT B THE
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Reconstructing Histories of Religious Traditions

e wqett o sfagral 1 qAfAHioT

Varieties of sources used to \
reconstruct the history of sufi
traditions

A wide range of texts were
produced In and around sufi
khangahs. These included:

Tt AU & 3fae™ ok qAHA o
fae fafa= &ta
Yht TFoRTEl oh WU 3HE AA
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1. Treatises or manuals dealing with sufi\
thought and practices - The Kashf-ul-
Mahjub of Ali bin Usman Hujwiri (died c.
1071) i1s an example of this genre.

1. get foarl $iR ol W yey  qfe
FIF-SA-HES[E 3H faur &1 TH SO =)

I8 [ ot o swm gofadt (g 1071)
Wfﬁ'@ﬁﬂél /
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DEVOTIONAL TEXTS
(c. 8t to 18t century)

It enables historians to see how\
traditions outside the subcontinent
Influenced sufi thought in India.

qifecd sfeEaRl &t 98 M ° Usg
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2. Malfuzat (literally, “uttered”; conversations of\
sufi saints) — An early text on malfuzat is the
Fawa’id-al-Fu’ad, a collection of conversations of
Shaikh Nizamuddin Auliya, compiled by Amir
Hasan Sijzi Dehlavi, a noted Persian poet. Source
O contains an excerpt from this text.

2. GAGSd (POt |l &t dd=id): aped | TH
ARTIF T FARI-IA-FAR 2| 98 0@ g
FAiferar # Sl | U T §Ie © feEer
e s BRET &g FHR 99 faset Igee =
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Malfuzats were compiled by different sufi silsilas
with the permission of the shaikhs; these had
obvious didactic purposes. Several examples have
been found from different parts of the
subcontinent, including the Deccan. They were
compiled over several centuries.

AL &1 Gahad fafa—= ¢ vl faafaen & i@l +i
Agafd @ FIM TTRT SEWE HEAA: SURICHE |
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(c. 8t to 18t century)

3. Maktubat (literally, “written” collections of letters);
letters written by sufi masters, addressed to their
disciples and associates — While these tell us about the
shaikh’s experience of religious truth that he wanted to
share with others, they also reflect the life conditions of
the recipients and are responses to their aspirations
and difficulties, both spiritual and mundane.

3 Hagad (foe g o=t &1 §&ha): 3 @ 990 & St Yol
Fat g1 A At iR Wedif it fee T 3 =
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The letters, known as Maktubat-i Imam
Rabbani, of the noted seventeenth-century
Nagshbandi Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi (d.1624),
whose ideology Is often contrasted with the
liberal and non-sectarian views of Akbar, are

amongst those most frequently discussed by
scholars.

fogm wgun WEdl WAt o TRMEar fqfad o
g I’HT WfES (g 1624) + fa=
HeRIETA-T-3ATH saHT T 99 i) ¢ 36 3G hi
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4. Tazkiras (literally, “to mention and memorialise”;\
biographical accounts of saints) — The fourteenth-
centurySiyar-ul-Auliya of Mir Khwurd Kirmani was
the first sufi tazkira written In India. It dealt
principally with the Chishti saints. The most
famous tazkira is the Akhbar-ul-Akhyar of Abdul
Hagqg Muhaddis Dehlavi (d. 1642).

4, TR (FhT Fal & Saf= wT SRO1) ¢ ARG/
faar wgen gl dofen AR @GR feEEt w60
frar-sa-sifaen ]| a7 awfen gera: favwd gat &
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The authors of the tazkiras often sought to establish
the precedence of their own orders and glorify their
spiritual genealogies. Many details are often
Implausible, full of elements of the fantastic. Still
they are of great value for historians and help them
to understand more fully the nature of the tradition.

TAfRT o wEwl w1 YET Iexd A faafed wt
Yy Tfad s R WY € S emenfones
STaet &1 AfEHT 1 q@E HI A1l AR F 9gd @
Ui gY@ iR favamHm € fag fe ot @
- sfaeEeRl & Ty Hewwqul € SR Yl WIU % WY
! v ¥ weew fag ae R /




BHAKT]I- SUFI TRADITIONS q'ﬁa_‘q;cﬁ 'q'{q'{r&' SN ERELEIE
CHANGES IN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND

T 93 R ST TY

DEVOTIONAL TEXTS . .
(ST 3@l @ ST3HEdl Ust d%h)

(c. 8t to 18t century)

Remember that each of the traditions we have been\
considering In this chapter generated a wide range
of textual and oral modes of communication, some of
which have been preserved, many of which have
been modified Iin the process of transmission, and
others are probably lost forever.

T AR T A R uRs TRt fwe fow
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