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PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Travelled In search of work

& i qest o

Escape from natural
disasters




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

As traders, merchants, soldiers,
priests, pilgrims, or driven by a sense
of adventure.
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PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Stay in a new land invariably
encounter a world that is
different. In terms of the
landscape or physical
environment as well as
customs, languages, beliefs
and practices of people
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PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Descriptions of the city of

Vijayanagara (Chapter 7) In P
the fifteenth century comes [
from Abdur Razzaq i
Samargandi, a diplomat who
came visiting from Herat.
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Mughal Empire (Chapters 8
and 9), administrators

sometimes travelled within
the empire and recorded their
observations.
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PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Al-Biruni who came from Ibn Battuta who came
Uzbekistan from Morocco
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Frenchman Francois
Bernier
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Al-Biruni’s objectives H-faet o e
Al-Biruni described his | sE-faelt X X HE &
work as: a help to those Ui 59 YRR fHan: S o
who want to discuss

. . . & fau weEs st 1™

religious qguestions with

them (the Hindus), and as (fégatt) wififes fawel w ==i
a repertory of information HET 9ET 2 AR T8 @
to those who want to Rkl HUE
associlate with them. m A : il .Eﬁ
ST WY Hag B0 9Ed © y




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

As these uthors came from ‘{ﬁ e ¥ fa= wmifss qen
vastly different social and qiepfae oY @ M ok
cultural environments, they FTOT 3 SEF é‘ﬁ? wfafafaat

were often more attentive .
to everyday activities and aenm wensAl & wfa  sfues

practices which were taken qEauE Wd &4 I qE@H!
for granted by indigenous o faw 3 9+ faw 9mm= &
writers, for whom these o q?n?ﬁ ¥ = 0@ avg T

were routine matters, not

worthy of being recorded./ 2| /




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

It is this difference in T ° I€r fa=ar &€
perspective that makes JEA-gal wt AfYUE
g']aevelIeerCOlijr?ttesrestincg;]c L

Who did these travellers feheren m fererd o1? ﬁﬂT
write for? As we will f& 890 9T, 39 93T &7
1?ee, the _answers var:y 39T ITAN-3AT {Q'I‘cﬁ "
rom one instance to the ST

next. / ATl /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

> Al-Biruni and the Kitab-ul-Hind
> ITA-faet qaen ferae-sa-fe=<

Al-Biruni was born in 973 Uzbekistan
A-faedt &1 S €W 973
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Received the best Well versed In several
education languages
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c. tenth to seventeenth century
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Took several scholars and poets
back to his capital, Ghazni; Al-
Biruni was one of them.
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Spent the rest of his life until
his death

AT g T&h SHA YA ATh!
EIEERCHIREGIRI

He arrived Iin Ghazni as a
hostage, but gradually
developed a liking
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

InN  Ghazni that Al-Biruni
developed an interest In
India.

Punjab became a part of the
Ghaznavid empire

TS TeHal Qe &1 fge o=
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

He travelled widely In the
Punjab and parts of northern
India
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PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Translating texts, sharing Tl HT AR, fo=urd &
ideas Al-Biruni’'s expertise AH-YSE he 9w |
In several languages 2o7ql B S FRO
allowed him to compare SO
languages and translate 3‘Iﬁ—|‘5|’ E:’“ HIHT g ”’
texts. y AT T HT AR H |
q&H el /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

He translated several 31 HE GERd wfadl, Fed

Sanskrit works, including qaSfe T S W TY
Patanjali’s work on .

grammar, into Arabic. For

his Brahmana friends, he fram s sr=ror fas & fau

translated the works of SER gfoe (T&H At
Euchd (@ Greek | ' wftrag) & wmf &1 w&pa o

mathematician) Into

g: |
SanskKrit. / MNEIN T /




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Metrology Is the science of
measurement.

qas faqe a9 o fagm @
qay @ 2 )




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

The term “Hindu” was
derived from an Old
Persian word, used c.

sixth-fifth centuries
BCE, to refer to the
region east of the river
Sindhu (Indus). The
Arabs continued the
Persian usage and
called this region *“al-
Hind” and Iits people
“Hindi”.
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Later the Turks referred to FaX H gl A oy 9 gd
the people east of the ¥ @Y 9 o &l “ﬁi"’
Indus as “Hindu”, their 3 ; a5 EF';

land as “Hindustan”, and

their language as “fegem@” e STt |
“Hindavi”. None of these H “feelt” &1 Am fEEm

expressions indicated the T 9 HE | I A Rt

religious identity of the ’
people. It was much later yiffes 989 T ideh &l

that the term developed oA 3§ V] H YlfHes TH
religious connotations. ® YT 9gq 9% ST o6 e
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Al-Biruni’s Kitab-ul-Hind, written In
Arabic
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Voluminous text, divided into 80
chapters on subjects such as
religion and philosophy, festivals,
astronomy, alchemy, manners anc
customs, social life, weights anc
measures, iconography, laws and
metrology.

fowa 7 ? Wt o SR <uiA, |Ed,
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PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Beginning with a qguestion,
following this up with a
description based on
Sanskritic  traditions, and
concluding with a comparison
with other cultures.

IRY ¥ WH Yy ®dar o, fw
qEpaaRt Woustt W Iyifa
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

He was familiar with
translations and adaptations
of Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit
texts Into Arabic - these
ranged from fables to works
on astronomy and medicine

9€ WEpd, Uil qem Wrepd aet
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PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

The bird leaves its nest

This Is an excerpt from the
Rihla: My departure from
Tangier, my birthplace, took

place on Thursday ... | set
out alone, having neither
fellowtraveller nor

caravan whose party | might
join, but swayed by an
overmastering Impulse
within me and a desire
long-cherished in my bosom

to visit these Iillustrious
sanctuaries.

ézﬁmaﬁzﬁrﬁﬁwﬁm@
T, wdfet dIm AN Tw
Afugaret manm R T wfEg
QUITAT i @ T TS A
s gHg € W AdHOT ° of,
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

So | braced my resolution to
quit all my dear ones,
female and male, and
forsook my home as birds
forsake their nests ... My
age at that time was twenty-
two years.

Ibn Battuta returned home
In 1354, about 30 years

after he had set out. /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Ibn Battuta’s Rihla
'S dqdl bl ﬁ%\Tﬂ

Ibn Battuta’s book of travels,
called Rihla, written In Arabic,
provides extremely rich and
Interesting details about the
soclial and cultural life In the
subcontinent

o1 Iqal g &t "o § feren
SHH1 Aen gaia o fRgen &
STaT ®, AR SUNSTEI % AT
qAq Wiepfasw Siaq o fasa o «ga
g T a1 Uk SHRIE! 2T 2




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Born in Tangier -

AR 7 5=

Received literary and scholastic
education when he was quite

young.

0 3§ # & wfefas
e T sfae =i




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

lbn Battuta considered
experience gained through
travels to be a more important
source of knowledge than

books.

TS aqal &I WM W
Ienstt ¥ AfSa sgwa wt AW

%1 Jfye WEvaqUl Hiq AT 2|
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Ibn Battuta reached Sind

In 1333.
TS 9qar W1 1333 H
T 9 fay ggem

Had heard about Muhammad bin
Tughlaq, the Sultan of Delhi

| ST el o goam qEes fem
P ¢ T % R W g o

. Muhammad hln Tughlaq
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Was ordered In 1342 to
proceed to China as the

Sultan’s envoy to the Mongol
ruler.

1342 3. ® HNA IME® o I
Qe % 3d % Y H AW WM
%1 TR T T=m

Sultan was impressed by his
scholarship, and appointed
him the gazi or judge

g 3qst fagar | gwrfaa
g oIk 3@ fReet &1 ohrt @
=qrreter g T
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Travelled extensively In
China

Y%k 9 9 9 T I St

His account Is often compared
with that of Marco Polo, who
visited China (and also India)
from his home base in Venice

X1 % fow@ 9 Uk Iuiq &l
qo T "Rl giet, df 9 |/ St <A
(3 aRa &t «ft) & A0 H oA,
& oaid 9 HT St 2




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

The lonely traveller

Robbers were not the
only hazard on long
journeys:. the traveller
could feel homesick, or
fall 1ll. Here Is an excerpt

from the Rihla: /

ThTh! AT
et gl W R
THAS a8l o
TR & Ghal o
R ¥ GHar ol
fgem @ fam
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

| was attacked by the TR SR 7 Sohg fear e,
fever, and | actually tied IR A YR AY  H

myself on the saddle FEH & FEO A @

with a turbancloth In

case | should fall off by I9M % fﬁ{ e & a,-q:%
reason of my weakness &t 59 9 9@y faan.. A
... So at last we reached T g W R R
the town of Tunis, and 8l & famt vE. s

the townsfolk came out
to welcome the shaikh ShTsil & I 1 @I ®

.. and ... the son of the o fau 98T 2| /

dazi /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

On all sides they came
forward with greetings
and questions to one
another, but not a soul
said a word of greeting to
me, since there was

none of them | knew.

J
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

| felt so sad at heart on A THHGT @ A T

aﬁcount ofldmy loneliness 3@ g R SAuAt @

that | could not restrain : © .

the tears that started to " 3 sk gaﬁ gﬁmw T

my eyes, and wept T, ﬂgilo | 90 T

bitterly. But one of the defasit 48/ et &1 FRW

pilgrims,f realisig_g the SAHT R g ™ 3K

cause of my distress, oTeT RE

came up to me with a a oo /

greeting ... /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Ibn Battuta was attacked by
bands of robbers several
times.

Fig. 5.3
Robbers attacking travellers, a
sixteenth-century Mughal painting

Ibn Battuta was an
INnveterate traveller

¥ SqA1 Tk &3l A ol
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

When he returned, the local
ruler 1Issued iInstructions that
his stories be recorded.

S§ 98 999 A 9 T
e 74 e kg & sl
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Education and fyrem qem wASH

entertainment :
This i1s what lbn Juzayy 1 o e ! *
’ gadal @ faer o fou

who was deputed to write
what Ibn Battuta dictated, frg= foar T om, eAwHl

said in his introduction: ) yearEaT § faear 2 y
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

A gracious direction was
transmitted (by the ruler)
that he (lbn Battuta)
should dictate an
account of the cities
which he had seen In his
travel, and of the
Interesting events which
had clung to his memory,
and that he should speak
of those whom he had
met of the rulers of
countries, of their
distinguished men of
learning, and their pious

(TST & gRT) Uk VA
e fer ™ v 3 (==
qqar) gt den d ]
T YEY wI, dM U
e & ¥ W A9w
St &1 TH guid
faeard, R Wiy &
fafg= < & wmEwl |
¥ fog 3 fast, 3Tk
e 9ifecdsdri o aol
39k gHfIsS wal & faug

H Fard| /

saints. /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Accordingly, he dictated
upon these subjects a
narrative which gave
entertainment to the
mind and delight to the
ears and eyes, with a
variety of curious
particulars by the
exposition of which he
gave edification and of
marvellous things, by
referring to which he

aroused interest. /

IR afE ®H g <A
g I/ H® TER Hh
TR faarer fseah wfaareq
9 @yE SRy fiee €, Ru
qAqT QYR =l oF SR o
garr ek 9’gd 9 sifwefa
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

In the footsteps of Ibn
Battuta

In the centuries between
1400 and 1800 visitors to
India wrote a number of
travelogues In Persian.
At the same time, Indian
visitors to Central Asia,
lran and the Ottoman
empire also sometimes

wrote about their
experiences.

TS S USfHRl W
1400 § 1800 & 9 WRd
3T IO 4 wRE ’ 63
I gaia fae s@ '

Rd ¥ A TR, WH
qqT ST YT P AT

FE qen 4 ot weEt-w et
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

These writers followed in T dEH 7 FA-faet AR
the footsteps of Al-Biruni I @ S UgfAE
and |bn Battuta, and had .

Irgaeer foam 9 9 %9 A

sometimes read these

earlier authors. y. 3T qHadl @l wit qer o
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Among the best known of ™ 9 999 Ufag desl |/
these writers were Abdur IR]A ol gHIhel R

Razzaq Samargandi, Who | | 440 & <y o <o wra
visited south India In the

1440s, Mahmud ~ Wali | ®1 I01 F1 o, Weqx el
Balkhi, who travelled very || 4egl, fS@ 1620 o 391 o

widely in the 1620s, and %k 9 § AT ST off qem

Shaikh Ali Hazin, who came
to north India in the 17405/ R W gifs S 1740 oh
WEH H IW HRd AT o,

it 2 /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Some of these authors
were fascinated by India,
and one of them -
Mahmud Balkhi - even
became a sort of sanyasi
for a time. Others such as
Hazin were disappointed
and even disgusted with
India, where they
expected to receive a red
carpet treatment. Most of

them saw India as a land

of wonders. /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Francois Bernier A Doctor with a Difference

wiea af R ; T fafyre fafecas

Portuguese arrived in India in { TH
about 1500
1500 ¥ ® wWRa ® Yamiad 6T f;_*-;_ B &S

Wrote detailed accounts regarding
Indian social customs and religious

practices.
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Jesuit Roberto Nobuili, even

translated Indian texts into European
languages.

Wmﬁﬁ?ﬁ F @ ARAE Tl =i

Duarte Barbosa, who wrote
a detailed account of trade
and society In south India.

TAE wEE w1 ® S
<farr vRa ® SR R wm

T T fa&qa faaror faaEn
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Italian doctor Manuccil, never
returned to Europe, and settled down
IN India.

saerat fafecas W l, wH ot U
IO T2 T AR 9Rd | & 99 MU

Francois Bernier, a Frenchman, was a
doctor, political philosopher and
historian.

WE ®H WA Al Wi 9 T
fafecas, wsHIfawr <Eie deon &
ELEEEIEIN
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Closely associated with the Mughal
court, as a physician to Prince Dara
Shukoh, the eldest son of Emperor
Shah Jahan

T TER ¥ Toeihl §9 | I
W-Igd YU TMeEl o SO [ M
firrig o fafecas & &9 4,
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Bernier

CIREE

Wrote accounts of what he saw,
frequently comparing what he saw In
India with the situation in Europe. He
dedicated his major writing to Louis
X1V, the king of France.

S jEn Suek fawg ® faawur fa@ @@
AHA: 9Rd | St 3@l o7 SHH!T ol
Ut feafa @ war em
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Travelling with the Mughal
army Bernier often travelled
with the army. This Is an
excerpt from his description
of the army’s march to

Kashmir:
4

T 91 & Y A1 9 A
H3 AR A AT H WY A
HI J&T ¥ & HYEAR HA &
qay H fgg o faeror @ @
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

| am expected to keep
two good Turkoman
horses, and | also take
with me a powerful
Persian camel and
driver, a groom for my
horses, a cook and a
servant to go before my
horse with a flask of
water In  his hand,
according to the custom

of the country. j

w@wﬁwxﬁqﬁm
TS AR W TS o M
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

| am also provided with
every useful article, such as
a tent of moderate size, a
carpet, a portable bed made
of four very strong but light
canes, a pillow, a mattress,
round leather table-cloths
used at meals, some few
napkins of dyed cloth, three
small bags with culinary
utensils which are all placed
INn a large bag, and this bag
IS again carried In a very
capacious and strong double
sack or net made of leather

thongs. /

T % gME 9§ W d9 i
A St g T 9 o § @
W o9, IR |/ W H @
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

This double sack likewise
contains the provisions,
linen and wearing apparel,
both of master and
servants. | have taken care
to lay In a stock of
excellent rice for five or
six days’ consumption, of
sweet Dbiscuits flavoured

with anise (a herb), of
limes and sugar

W/ﬂﬁm)aﬁgnﬂmﬁnﬁr
W, g qun =l w1 HER

Y @ e /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Nor have | forgotten a g & # T w AR
linen bag with its small - 3R Ut fawem W faw
Iron hook for the purpose .

of suspending and ERS o2, e > 3 ,
draining dahi or curds; ATl fiiﬁll il .’:ﬁ. el
nothing being considered Yol gl 9 37 R 9 D
so refreshing in this INEd Sk <@ § oty
country as lemonade and :
dahi / L 15 e £ B £ A O R 4 |

AT STt /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

The creation and circulation qa & faug 7 fagrd &1

of iIdeas about India ‘ i § T9R
The writings of European

travellers helped produce an
image of India for Europeans CEE IR TR &R EURIES

through the printing and il %k gatal A4 SHehl
circulation of their books. / W ¥ TERE 3R TER
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

_ater, after 1750, when q€ |, 1750 & 9€, 99 9
ndians like Shaikh Eﬁlﬁ'ﬁ'{]‘l qen fast g aifers

tisamuddin and Mirza \
Abu Talib visited Europe S ARdE A gAY T A

and confronted this image HI 9@ IR AT AN Hi

that Europeans had of I 9HS h1 3fd &1
their society, they tried to AT @ TSl IR =R
Influence It by producing . ; )

their own version of deat Hi ST SATEAT %

matters. / qiegq § 39 qHIfaa & T

ERICEERI /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Bernier’'s works were published
In France 1In 1670-71 and
translated into English, Dutch,
German and Italian within the
next five years.

IR o & w9 ® 1670-71 ®
THIYE g o, R 3ret uig 9t
& iR ¥ SUS, A, SHA A
ECLGE 11 e S o B |
T
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

A language with an
enormous range

Al-Biruni described

Sanskrit as follows:

J
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

If you want to conquer this Ifg M9 W HfEITR (WA

gifficlt(ll_ttxg (i.e. N tot f_lejlr_': IS @R H1) ¥ IR 9T Ared
anskrit), you will not find i : ) 5 .
easy, because the language is _é @ qE A TR Fifh
of an enormous range, both in ISl AT HI @ B, IR a0
Wordsth_ ar|1_(|j( tri]nfle;\:tiobr?s, faq-f;-ﬁ-q}’ I o & TH N i
something like e Arabic, o ¥
calling one and the same 9gd 9gd | Nl %l T &
thing by various names, both a5 o fau #¥ 7=, HA dAT

ori_ginal anddciirivative, ang = T LRG| T ® X
using one an e same wor :

for a variety of subjects, b5 LR ﬂ IEg@ﬁ
which, in order to be properly & fau gl %, = o9t TR

understood, must be HTIEF} =) fau fafy= CMLED
distinguished from each other 3 ¥
by various qualifying epithe’y % T | T {Ht |
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God knows best!

Travellers did not always
believe what they were
told. When faced with the
story of a wooden idol that
supposedly lasted for
216,432 years, Al-Biruni
asks:

How, then, could wood
have lasted such a length
of time, and particularly in
a place where the air and

the soil are rather wet?
God knows best!.

YR & ST )

IqeI I IR wdE M Wl W
favarg ®F ®W o) s-faer =i
59 Tt dhel &I Hqfd & HIHET
R O Uar 9l S qUrhiad €9 9@
216,432 a9 d% Sfad | &,
El's't[\?)’méz

fFy a&st T W9 §HI qFh
afaa & H8 W e, faviw w9
9 o WH W e gar IR fagd
gﬁﬁaﬁsﬁré?‘s‘%ﬂiﬁﬁﬁm
|
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Making Sense of an Alien World Al-Biruni and
the Sanskritic Tradition

Al-Biruni
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

According to him, Sanskrit was
so different from Arabic and
Persian that Ideas and
concepts could not be easily
translated from one language
INto another.

SU% R W&pd, el 3R
Rt 9 gadr o= off fe foamd
R fagial # Th @1 @ g
T STarfed HET A &t |
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Second Dbarrier he identified
» was the  difference N
religious beliefs and
practices
CEEED

CATHOLICISM w N ﬁ%ﬁ W 3‘.'3‘&2-]‘
Q o yrffer eraeen i e ® fa=an
ot

ORTHODOXY
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

The self-absorption and
conseguent insularity of the
local population according to

him, constituted the third
barrier.

P IMEAR @EU IEAY
AU om  Ira-faet  &Hm
T @ 9 wron g Wea
FHfqal ) AfHa @
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Al-Biruni depended almost
exclusively on the works of
e Brahmanas, often citing passages
SANSIOEE from the Vedas, the Puranas, the
Bhagavad Gita, the works of
Patanjali, the Manusmriti, etc., to
provide an understanding of Indian
society.

3¢ Fol
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Al-Biruni tried to explain the

_ Indian Caste System
caste system Dby looking for

Brahmins

parallels in other societies. ﬂ
Fa-foet & o= Wyl | gfaeat e

FHER IR e wR &1 Y9
feam
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Suggest that social divisions
were not unique to India

g% I fe@rn =mea a1 f& 3
gUifSes 9 had 9Rd d% ol

Hifaa =T 9

Al-Biruni disapproved of the
notion of pollution.

a-faedt = Srufasar &1 A=«
&l AR TR
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The sun cleanses the air, and
the salt in the sea prevents the
water from becoming polluted

g4 & H W H@ € SR
5 | W& Ut &l TS B 9
CEIRIA
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Al-Biruni’s description of the
caste system was deeply
InNfluenced by his study of
normative Sanskrit texts which
laid down the rules governing
the system from the point of
view of the Brahmanas.

Sifa ogaeen o fawm 0w
a-faet &1 faawor Uk
fam® 9epa gt & AwEE 9
0 @ § TEAar ¥ gHifad e
™ TS H Aren o gfesion 9
Sfd Sgae &t 99rad & ara
framt =1 gfqures fear = em

Brahman=s belong to the
highezt caste. They are
priests and scholars.
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The system of varnas qUT ST

This I1s Al-Biruni’'s account of ST-fae"T gt Tagem &+ T YHK
the system of varnas: The

highest caste are the

Brahmana, of whom the books HTRION i T fsmar fawg # fé'g@ﬁ
of the Hindus tell us that they % 79 &Y waa § fF 3 a'M &
were created from the head of .

fr ¥ 3= U 9 &R w=fw 9=,

Brahman. And as the Brahman
is only another name for the Jopfd IH&% Yf w1 gl QU ™
force called nature, and the 2, Ik fw... TR &1 999 ST
head is the highest part of the T r

... body, the Brahmana are the hll %’ (T Tﬁ

&+
choice part of the whole e g ar ¥ g FRe | &g
genus. Therefore the Hindus 3% A9 g ® 999 399 °TA

consider them as the very best %
of mankind. / | /
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The next caste are the Tt g &t =71 & et

Kshatriya, who were S Tl el Sl ? BN

created, as they say, from A~ ,
the shoulders and hands & el SR Tl | g3 em

of Brahman. Their degree ST T Smeen W At e
is not much below that of T )

the Brahmana. _— é‘%‘é{ s % :

After them follow the - = el @
Vaishya, who were created S & ST gell

from the thigh of Brahman. Al
The Shudra, who were 5, TSt g Sk <o ©

created from his feet . . / g3 ol /
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Between the latter two Afw < a1 & §i= fuw
- classes there is no very IFW T B AfFT T T &

great distance. Much, =T

however, as these ar ¥ & tr{ i f W

classes differ from each qa T & wed ‘ﬁk el H

other, they live together wd ¥, 99F S AR srardt

In the same towns and - W‘W = xd /

villages, mixed together
In the same houses and

lodgings. J
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Nuts like a man’s head

The following is how lbn
Battuta described the
coconut: These trees
are among the most
peculiar trees In kind
and most astonishing In
habit. They look exactly
like date-palms, without
any difference between
them except that the
one produces nuts as
Iits fruits and the other

produces dates. /

e R S8 fifer wa

TRIA HT qUH I1 Sqal 9
THR & 2: & g8 @EY @
qqd I dA1 Jopfad § gad
fooaart gaif & 9 ww ®)1 3
T-9¢ @R & 99 o4 fEEr
gl T FE IR T 2 faam
TH AER & — TF ¥
FTOHA YT BT & 3R

: "
TR
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The nut of a coconut TfEd & 98 w1 B qEA
tree resembles a man’s for @ A9 @ g FFF 3@3
head, for In It are what §t T - e
look like two eyes and a 19
mouth, and the inside of g 3R R HT AF T 8 W
it when it is green looks afegss star feaar © i =99
like the Dbrain, and ; ﬁ'@ﬂé
attached to i1t 1s a fibre ?Tﬁi:l@m?;f:;ﬁ %\'I ;11
which looks like hair. ‘

They make from this H1 Dl & TR T
cords with which they 9 e &l faad
Sew up _shlps m_stead of MY O o fow
(using) Iron nails, and g ¥

they (also) make from it

|
q:ﬁ.
2
cables for vessels. / | /




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY
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Ibn Battuta and the Excitement of the Unfamiliar

TS Al 9T TS H A Ht Iohal

Ibn Battuta arrived in Delhi

31 Sqal fSoddl =T o

Ibn Battuta himself travelled
extensively
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Visiting sacred shrines, spending time
with learned men and rulers, often
officiating as gazi, and enjoying the
cosmopolitan culture of urban centres
where people who spoke Arabic,
Persian, Turkish and other languages,
shared Ideas, Information and
anecdotes.

qfast qeRee &t j@r, fagm @ qen
IMEH & W Y foarn, w3 9R kT
& U W @I, qAT IEA HSl wi
fovaart depfa &1 Sumn e el
3WEl, ThIRET, THI qAT T oW dieM
it AT foart, YEaet qun Sure i &1
IARA-I&H I o
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He described the coconut and
the paan, two Kkinds of plant
produce that were completely

?tg“”"w and the paan unfamiliar to his audience.

e thinge that struck many
9% TfEd R UM, §  uH
aHfae 39S 99 IWeh dew

@ ¥ orufifad &, &1 9uiw &L 2

Paan leaves
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The paan

" Read Ibn Battuta’s
description of the paan:
The betel I1s a tree
which 1s cultivated In
the same manner as the
grape-vine; ... The betel
has no fruit and IS
grown only for the sake

of 1ts leaves ... /

1 aqal gl A1 ™ 9 &
guiq qfegu:

M TE tw 3w 7 e
TR i TG I ST ATl
IR @ had sH&! TN
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

that before eating it one
takes areca nut; this is
like a nutmeg but is

St @
broken up until it is @?ﬁg

reduced to small KIGL
pellets, and one places THE e § 9 3k = Uz
these in his mouth and )
chews them. Then he

The manner of its use is TH TN s\ &t fafy T
G )

takes the leaves of 91€ UF &1 qfaat o WY 8
betel, puts a little chalk JEET Al 2
on them, and

masticates them along

with the betel. /
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Ibn Battuta found cities

31 9qal 4 YEA hit YA

Exciting opportunities for those
who had the necessary drive,
resources and skills

U6 AU € WR = 5+ em
iy AERIgh =91, WY Ul
ST o
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Densely populated and
prosperous

Tl e AT 91 €S o

Most cities had crowded
streets and Dbright and
colourful markets

A W W G-y
il WSeh qYl  SHh-THG
A R VA a=R &
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Dehli 3gal

Here is an excerpt from feeett, 9 dp@E Uat H

bn Battuta’s account of Yo
Delhi, often spelt as RAN ™ ¥ sga fe

Dehli in texts of the AT AT, HT U TS Sl W
heriod: The city of Dehli TR Hl ¢: Koot o€ &= #

covers a wide area and Hell St SFES araT 6T B
has a large population / /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

The rampart round the IE F IR AR I YR
city I1s without parallel. W g’ AR Tﬁ@'l?

The breadth of its wall Is
eleven cubits; and inside E & (TH BT AMHT 20

it are houses for the 39 FH GUN) é: AR T9h
night sentry and ik i & 98R_R qA grRute

gatekeepers. / & e 2 /
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Inside the ramparts, there TER I G,
are  store-houses  for TER, %], Y9 qo
storing edibles, NS §F FW o T

magazines, ammunition,

ballistas and siege Wit % "WuE % e

machines. The grains that HSE o1 g ... YHER
are stored (In these & Hiad 9 ® HYSHAR
ramparts) can last for a
long time, without rottin )

?n the interior of thg ¥ @ BR T ﬂﬁ—ﬁﬁéy
rampart, horsemen as well |
as infantrymen move from
one end of the city to

another /
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The rampart is pierced TR ® foasfeai o @
through by windows which It IEX H IR '@lf’ﬁﬁ &

open on the side of the . .
city, and it is through = fagfr &

these windows that light Hegq § YRR ST A
enters inside. The lower 21 UR &1 FrEenm 9@

part of the rampart is built TR @ 997 & 99fF ST
of stone; the upper part of : N .
PPET b a fE W/ TR TE W

bricks. It has many towers

close to one another. / &+ M-I F° g HAR
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There are twenty eight T W & AEE ER B

gates of this city which are f§= <@ w8l SEl ®©,
called darwaza, and of 3._ﬁ.{ 3’“';' 3 ®

these, the Budaun

darwaza is the greatest; T frome ?;  wiesd
inside the Mandwi TEN H HR TEH AN
darwaza there is a grain T ®; A O™ Rl A
market; adjacent to the ﬁ@WEﬂﬁ"ﬁTﬂ%/

Gul darwaza there I1s an

orchard ... /
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It (the city of Dehli) has a 3 ([{et yRY) H @

fine cemetery In which IEq09 SheE ©  forEH

graves have domes over T .’ .

them, and those that do ‘ )

not have a dome, have an Tﬁc 2 3"ﬁT 7 ohell W T
- [

arch, for sure. In the
cemetery they SoOwW ¥ HEUd 21 heE W

flowers such as tuberose, . .
jasmine, wild rose, etc.; FEHR THG  qAqT STt

and flowers blossom there GRS T 3T G"ﬁ %’
in all seasons. / 3R A GHl Haat #®
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Bazaars were not only places of
economic transactions, but also
the hub of social and cultural

activities.

IR A ot fafva & T &t
T o dfcewr ¥ ISR qen TR
Tfafafel o dhg ot &

Bazaars had a mosgue and a
temple

el H Tw AfeR e @@
T BiaT o
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Spaces were marked for public
performances by dancers,
musicians and singers.

Idel, GMdeRl dq&1 TEahl o

Ibn Battuta was not particularly
concerned with explaining the
prosperity of towns

Wwaﬁwﬂaﬁwﬁgm
: 9ol FH H orfus wfa Tt o
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Ibn Battuta found Indian

agriculture  very  productive
because of the fertility of the

soll

¥s1 oqal 1 T fR ARdE B o
AT AfY®d SARASR™ g HT
HRUT fHgT &7 ST o

Indian textiles, particularly cotton
cloth, fine muslins, silks, brocade

and satin, were In great demand.
IaE ®ust, favivey @ gt @y,
TR AeHd, WM, T o1 9Red &t
Tty A/ ot
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Music In the market

Read Ibn Battuta’s
description of
Daulatabad: IN

Daulatabad there Is a
market place for male
and female singers,
which I1s known as
Tarababad. It Is one of
the greatest and most
beautiful bazaars. It has
numerous shops and
every shop has a door
which leads Into the
house of the owner ...
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

The shops are decorated THME B HEE QOGS
with carpets and at _the T 2 sk TH M % Teg o
centre of a shop there is a
swing on which sits the gen @ v w mier o
female singer. She s g2l 9% Ul TER HT 9

decked with all kinds of ma-_ﬁ* a4 Tt T T ek
finery and her female wm«
attendants swing her. / s e gl

2| /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

In the middle of the IR & " W U favma
market place there Tag @2l 2 gy sl
stands a large cupola, * A

fosm T ¥ R & T R

which Is carpeted and

decorated and in which THH Y% TRAR Y hi
the chief of the TEEd b 9K GdeRl <k

musicians takes his TqE, A9 QaE! k=

place every Thursday g
after the dawn prayers, & W T TE #) /

accompanied by his

servants and slaves. /
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The female singers come ‘rrrqumﬁ' Th & d€ Th 3131

INn successive crowds, ' 395 WW
sing before him and i HHE il

dance until dusk after Ma e iR et € fawes

which he withdraws. In e 3 W@ W ?1 39
this bazaar there are IR H 39kd o fau AfsRE
mosques for  offering : st o

prayers ... One of the R & &g ¥

Hindu rulers ... / ... /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

The female singers come
IN successive crowds, sing
before him and dance until
dusk after which he
withdraws. In this bazaar
there are mosques for
offering prayers ... One of
the Hindu rulers ... alighted
at the cupola every time he
passed Dby this market
place, and the female
singers would sing before
him. Even some Muslim
rulers did the same.

3 90 9 21 9 IR/ TEEd
& foau ufe? =it g °.. fig
MEH § 9 Th., 99 9 qER
qd TERAl o, [ag H IW
AT o 3R MiuEd IHh wHY
M 9&ga &t el I8l a% e
¥3 Uiem wEs ot T @
HW & Uk fauar # T=
qq@ 1 A faeRwr A W
ﬂﬁﬁfmﬁﬁ%@mwmy
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All trade routes were well
supplied with inns and guest
houses.

gt SHJIEh 9P W 9Og 9l
fagm T Tenfya feg T o)
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Efficiency of the postal
system which allowed
merchants to not only send
Information and remit credit
across long distances, but
also to dispatch goods
required at short notice.

TMH YOGt 1 HrApIrerdm
J@HT Gika gl TEE

i & fae 1 shaa det
W % gE 99 iR SUR
Ifva w WWa gI dfew
3T I T HIA |l i
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A strange nation? % fafas ]9r?

The travelogue of_ Abdur 1440 ¥ R T
Razzaq written In the

1440s I1s an Interesting W STk bl W T
mixture of emotions and M R SAgdtel w TH
perceptions. / A9 fagor 2

J
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

On the one hand, he did Teh AR ohid H HIAlhe

not appreciate what he (WW F®E), 9TE
saw In the port of Calicut w s St a3 g
(present-day Kozhikode) .

in Kerala, which was T8 AT, YO8l T A 99
populated by “a people T o f9&l wogT @1 &
the likes of whom | had dt & ® of” T @ =l
never Imagined”, .

describing them as “a sut ww fafes < W'/

strange nation” /
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Later In his visit to India,
he arrived in Mangalore,
and crossed the Western
Ghats. Here he saw a
temple that filled him
with admiration:

Within three leagues
(about nine miles of
Mangalore, | saw an idol-
house the likes of which
IS not to be found In all
the world.

ﬁ{%ﬁwﬁ’a@aﬁa%/

AR H ST 9RA I ok
M 9% WIER M, SR
iy = %t 9R fwam =@t
ITH T Hiw @ o s«
g9 9 1 fEar—

AR ¥ 7t #id o Hia ,
A T T Y- *E
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It was a square,
approximately ten yards
a side, five yards In
height, all covered with
cast bronze, with four
porticos. In the entrance
portico was a statue In
the likeness of a human
being, full stature, made
of gold. It had two red
rubles for eyes, soO
cunningly made that you
would say it could see.
What craft and

artisanship! /

ﬁsam T TWE 9 ST gl
o7l YAYER oh gR-HSY ® 9iH
&1 S TH qfd oft st w"EA
Apfa St dem eHES  off|
TH! AL STEl o &I T
Ao gt SqUE |§ T Y
d f& wdla gar oOf WMl 9%
@ Tahdl Bl 3@ fiew ek
HRR o T He) /
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On horse and on foot ‘Eﬁ@ R AR U5
" This is how Ibn Battuta STF I T JUF 1 Sl
describes the postal THFR F@T 2
system: & ®:
In India the postal Rd H T THR H T
system iIs of two Kinds. g B WA TIH TR
The horsepost, called 59 S® e 9§, & 9R

Sug, s run by Toval | s a gt W v Troe

horses stationed at a

distance of every four gt grr =i et 2 /

miles. /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

This 1s how Ibn Battuta Toh FIEAT HT 9UA E I SGL
 describes the postal TH TR HIl o
system:
. TRd ® T THR &I T
In India the postal system
Is of two kinds. The SRl B AV T A
horsepost, called ulugq, is S8 S +er 9§, W WX

run by royal horses Hir &l L W TAfya TS d
stationed at a distance of el e} =ifed g 2 /

every four miles. /
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The foot-post has three
stations per mile; It is
called dawa, that Is one-
third of a mile ... Now, at
every third of a mile
there I1s a wellpopulated
village, outside which are
three pavilions In which
sit men with girded loins
ready to start. Each of
them carries a rod, two

cubits In length, with
copper bells at the top /

FT TH-fae e 2. W, |
T W W ST STERl arel
TF Tig o ¢ e 9
Fd MY F far AR &3
®d 21 ST ¥ T&E & U™
QY T Al TH S B ©
fSeh SR dle =t wufedr

gt 2 /
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When the courier starts
from the city he holds the
letter in one hand and the
rod with its bells on the
other; and he runs as fast
as he can. When the men
In the pavilion hear the
ringing of the bell they get
ready. As soon as the
courier reaches them, one
of them takes the letter
from his hand and runs at
top speed shaking the rod
all the while until he
reaches the next dawa.

WWW@W

mﬁwwaﬁqgaw/
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And the same process
continues till the letter
reaches Its destination.
This foot-post Is quicker
than the horse-post; and
often It Is used to transport
the fruits of Khurasan
which are much desired In

India /
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Bernier and the “Degenerate” East

FfarR den ¢ srufawfaa” g

If Ibn Battuta chose to describe
everything that impressed and
excited him Dbecause of Its
novelty, Francois Bernier
belonged to a different
Intellectual tradition.

SEl ¥ Sqal 4 ' S¥ I H
quiq w1 yvew e e
IW AYT SFEYA °h HRUT YHIfaq
IR Segw forar, o€ sffR ™
= gfgsiat o 9 |afya em
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He was far more preoccupied
with comparing and contrasting
what he saw In India with the
situation Iin Europe In general
and France In  particular,
focusing on situations which he
considered depressing

IG7 9Ra § S ot @, 98 SUSL
IE= FY W gAY AR faRiy w9
4 wie o o feafedt @ gam
den fa=tar & SSTR %W % 9fd
Afys fafaa o, faviy w1 |/ 3
feufaat o= SR SRS I
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Bernier’s Travels in the Mughal

Empire is marked by detailed :ﬂﬁ:sEintihﬂ
observations, critical insights Opui.Empio
and reflection e

IR % TY e ™ T I St
P £ A iy

SAreATeHE Hagfe aur e o 9. ke o
% foaq swrera 2 I
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He constantly compared Mughal
India with contemporary Europe

98 fR@® s ARG &t o
qohta e JUT @ HIT @I
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India Is presented as the
iInverse of Europe. He also
ordered the perceived
differences hierarchically, so
that India appeared to Dbe
Inferior to the Western world.

ARd & AT & gfaed & §9 |
feamn T ®, I e WU W
“faoda!! S fe F9 sfaeEeR
qfiefid w3 81 Su st fa=and
TR & 3=t WHHA *H
IMUR wHeg foar, g oRa,
afyadt g w1 e wife @@
dra &t
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Widespread poverty q% T«

Pelsaert, a Dutch traveller, | 4egd MW+ T& 9 aEit =
visited the subcontinent et v R ¥
during the early decades of ¥ Elﬁa; Elﬁqfﬁl

the seventeenth century.
- 4
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Like Bernier, he was IR &t B We 98 ot &
shocked to see the | & =que et I@H =A@

widespread poverty, kil @R
“poverty so great and RN S T

miserable that the life of e § w8 fF ‘oI
the people can be depicted Sittad &t g faiq o19ma &

or accurately described W qAT FSR FR JHE F

only as the home of stgrk qEE F w7 N B e
want and the dwelling

place of bitter woe”. 3t deR ¥ 4qfvfa fear s

/ Tt 21" /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Holding the state | | U5 i SAWRET IEqd g, 9€
responsible, he says: “So |  wgqr B “FHRT HI T AU
much 1s wrung from the frater 3 fF T @

peasants that even dry

%
bread is scarcely left to fill fag s W™ E@ﬁ Tt ot
their stomachs.” ) Aftea & w=dt 21" y
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According to Bernier

af e oh TER

Differences between Mughal
India and Europe was the lack
of private property in land in the
former.

IRd 3R WY & = T«
faomaret & @ w 9ra ® fasn
HEATH hT AT AT
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Mughal Empire the emperor
owned all the Jland and
distributed it among his nobles

- A T T § e 9’ qft @
L W T o S 3R A ST ok Wi
Siear o

Owing to crown ownership of
land, argued Bernier,
landholders could not pass on
their land to their children.

TS I & SR, 9
Teh 3@ T, HURE W oA H
qfi & ] wwd 2
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The poorest of the poor and
the richest of the rich, there
was no social group or class
worth the name. Bernier JAViE
confidently asserted: “There £
IS no middle state in India.”

T ¥ wed e qon oy § TA P2
H Ht FIE AHITSTE GYE AT T
edl €, ‘9 ¥ ey w1 feafy
% @ T 21

W e . - - > S v
= =
&
= i 3 -
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The poor peasant

An excerpt from Bernier’s
description of the
peasantry In the
countryside:

Of the vast tracts of
country constituting the
empire of Hindustan, many
are little more than sand,
or barren mountains, badly

cultivated, and thinly

populated. /

et it 9 9wk yda &
1 T8l 1 St o=t & ©
IR 3T ToATHR! wI SAEEr At

9 2 J




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Even a considerable portion |/ I8l % f& Hfwaa qfs =
of the good land remains T a1 fewmr afgs

untilled for want  of .
labourers; many of whom A | Py TR ® v %?

perish in consequence of T ¥ %3 gfus TR g
the bad treatment they ffg M@ | =ER &
experience from Governors. FOAEET T W /

J




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

The poor people, when T A N9 U ot
they become incapable of = = 19w LRl 3@
discharging the demands . . .

of their rapacious lords, ¥ oremed ® W € A 5= :[
are not only often deprived Haa  Sea-feed o |yl
of the means of ¥ ofaq #X & S ©,

subsistence, but are also s T oo §=aF §

made to lose their children, )
who are carried away as I 2, = T

slaves. / I HT A ST ST R /




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Thus, it happens that the | |38 TR @& ®am © fF =@

peasantry, driven to despair | | grgq Ry | AW @
by so excessive a tyranny, o

abandon the country. e * S él J
J




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

In this instance, Bernier T SEOT H afER T IR
was participating IN O Q@ gafiq Tj'q ‘l-lf

contemporary debates In

Europe concerning the yafed qepre faarat # A
nature of state and society, o @I oI, I SHHT TIE o
and intended that his ff@F M FEiM 9Ra 4@

description of Mughal India T \
would serve as a warning b SEe faer e o

to those who did not I A & faw uw <|daEH
recognise the “merits” of FT ™ Fm S st = fiaa

private property. / F “IoEat” w Eer T8l




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

A warning for Europe

Bernier warned that if
European Kkings followed
the Mughal model: Their
kingdoms would be very
far from being
wellcultivated and
peopled, so well built, so
rich, SO polite and
flourishing as we see
them.




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Our kings are otherwise T gfie ¥ TR IEs 3R
rich and powerful;, and we 3R vifereTrett %'; IR = B
must avow that they are ; :
much better and more T AT 16 .

royally served. They would IR aEW IR ToEr @ |
soon be kings of deserts a1 8l 9 S 8 WrEE

and solitudes, of beggars qon el ot ¥, Rrate

and barbarians, such as )
those are whom | have Ml R A H ST TR

been representing (the 13 Grri'ﬁ S v a8 59
Mughals) ... / forg & #A% i fEam @

(T IEH) ... /




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

We should find the great
Cities and the (great
Burroughs (boroughs)
rendered uninhabitable
because of ill air, and to
fall to ruine (ruin) without
any bodies (anybody)
taking care of repairing
them; the hillocks
abandon’d, and the fields
overspread with bushes, or
fill’d with pestilential
marishes (marshes), as
hath been already
Intimated.




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

 Bernier saw the Mughal Empire -
Its king was the king of “beggars

and barbarians”; Its cities ano
towns were ruined and .«
contaminated with “ill air”;: and |

its fields, “overspread W|th|
bushes” and full of “pestllentlal i
marishes”. |

aﬁmﬁwwaﬁwmﬁ
TE—guaT o “frerfEt ek e
AM” T TST o1; THH TET AR
TR faee qon “ee ga” |/ gfia
9; AN THh Vd “HAERR" a9
“Hra® Teka” ¥ W T o



PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

\/

< And, all this was because of &7
one reason: crown ownership
of land.

TS E EIHE|



PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

None of the Mughal official

documents suggest that the
state was the sole owner of

land.

T Hfl TER e SWEw 98
sfa & &ar fo = & qgfu =
THAS HT o

French philosopher Montesquieu

wiEE gRife Ay




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

\/

* Account to develop the idea of oriental
despotism, according to which rulers In
Asia (the Orient or the East) enjoyed
absolute authority over their subjects,
who were kept In conditions of
subjugation and poverty, arguing that all
land belonged to the king and that
private property was non-existent.

& W > = figpves & fasta &t fawfag w0 o
fear, fo9es SITaR T (Y= s1eEn qd)
¥ IMEF A IS oh SR a9y g &
ST w o, 8 S s el @
feafaat ® T@Er Sar on 39 deh H1 SAER A8
of fF Ot qft | U *1 w@nfiea gt en
aen Tt wufa sifeaea & &t ot




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

“ According to this view,
everybody, except the
emperor and his nobles,
barely managed to
survive.

39 eS0T & FATER TSI
AR STH IR = w1 Big
% Afgda Y¥wa 9
TER-F8 HY YT AT




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Bernier’s

g &1

Felt that artisans had no
Incentive to improve the gquality
of their manufactures

fIeaes™l o 99 YR SRl i
T T BT HIZ TicdTST &l o




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Manufactures were, consequently,
everywhere in decline

IARA T ME Y@ ol

Quantities of the world’s precious
metals flowed Into India, as
manufactures were exported In
exchange for gold and silver

R fava @ <t won ® wEYeT e
qRa | ol of Hife SRl
R R =9 o agat Frafa sar o




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

A different socio-economic T = s -arfefes
scenario gy

Read this excerpt from e W 3 few T T

Bernier’s description of both

agriculture and craft | S0 HI qfgq foed Hf§ qen
production : ) Rer-3qam g &1 faaro




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

It Is iImportant to observe,
that of this vast tract of
country, a large portion is
extremely fertile; the large
kingdom of Bengale
(Bengal), for Instance,
surpassing Egypt itself,
not only in the production
of rice, corn, and other
necessaries of life, but of
iInnumerable articles of
commerce which are not
cultivated In Egypt; such
as silks, cotton, and

Indigo. /

®; SSEI o AU, S
faeme == =t g |/ 7 haa
JEad, g el Sfaq &1 3T
AETTH K3 H SURA H,
dfcer 39 fMa  arfuicas
et & ued H, ot g #
#f & I e, 99 W,
mamﬁaaﬁaﬁ%/




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

There are also many parts of
the Indies, where the
population Is sufficiently
abundant, and the Iland
pretty well tilled; and where
the artisan, although
naturally indolent, Is yet
compelled by necessity or
otherwise to employ himself
IN  manufacturing carpets,
brocades, embroideries, gold
and silver cloths, and the
various sorts of silk and
cotton goods, which are

used In the country or

exported abroad. /

IRd % $3 @ 9 ff € el
SHHE | R qft | gt
=B Bl B; SR el

W A At Y= B © SR fasw
? frfa fee S ©, o fFEio
T HE FE h fdu g B/l
ST 2 /




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

It should not escape notice
that gold and silver, after
circulating In every other
quarter of the globe, come
at length to be swallowed
up, lost in some measure, In

Ig Wt T o =few fF R
fava & 94t 9t § 99eq &
qyEld 9T AR =fer "R W
WWRW‘@TW%|/

Hindustan. /




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

The imperial karkhanas eI HREM

Bernier is perhaps the only |  gggq: <«fER TwHAE o
historian who provides a gﬁméwﬁ - ¥

detailed account of the

working of the imperial | FEYTE #1 faega faam
karkhanas or workshops: / UM Hdl o /




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Large halls are seen at || &% WM W 92 % K@i 4
many  places,  called || ¢ f§=2 $R@EM se@r Rerwrt

karkhanas or workshops for #1 FHIYET F8d T TF F9 B/

the artisans. In one hall,

embroiderers are busily FHRSR Th A o T

employed, superintended by |  ® =ar @ ®rERG ®d 2| y
a master. Y,




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

In another, you see the | T& 3 ¥ T T &l 3@d
goldsmiths; in a third, ¥, dm o, foser; 9 ¥

painters; in  a fourth: Al W@ T WA M e
varnishers in lacquer-work

in a fifth, joiners, turners, Gied A 9@8, WUdl, IS ae
tailors and shoe-makers: in Sd 9 9d; 83 # WM, Wl

a sixth, manufacturers of ddql el Ha9d BT HH HE
silk, brocade and fine TS

muslins ... / /




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

The artisans come every ey o wREE d &
mrc])rning tottr?eir karkhanas U1 gae 3 2 &l 9 R A
where ey remain T 3

employed the whole day; w #; SR QT; il
and In the evening return -3 = T"ﬁ’m | &
to their homes. In this fres fafia €1 @ 39T
quiet regular manner, their g ofqdr St @3 wre

time glides away; no one Stem w357 feufr QuR

aspiring for any X )
improvement in the F H TogH el © [ a8
condition of life wherein | U8 g1 o /
he happens to be born. / |




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

15 per cent of the population lived
" In towns.

—

D

.uf'msrﬁlwmmﬁwml

Tl

On average, higher than the
proportion of urban population in
Western Europe

IE NUaH ST gHY =t T &
T SEe o Igu ¥ Afw
o




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Bernier  described Mughal
cities as “camp towns”, by
which he meant towns that
owed their existence, and
depended for their survival, on
the imperial camp.



PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

There were all kinds of towns:
manufacturing towns, trading
towns, port-towns, sacred
centres, pilgrimage towns, etc.
Their existence Is an index of the
prosperity of merchant
communities and professional
classes.

g d 99 IR o TR e o
g: ICRA g, HMUNH TR, S5TME
TR, uiffe o, dd w&E 31TF<|




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

4
Slave women IR

Ibn Battuta informs us: It is TS Sqal 2R 94T %: g
the habit of the emperor ... 3 o

to keep with every noble,

great or small, one of his T o WY U+ [ H 9
slaves who spies on the | T& &l @ &1 S STh ’

S ik
nobles. /| w gafad w3 e Y




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

He also appoints female 9% Ofect 9% REAA &t
scavengers who enter the i ﬁ'ﬁqﬁ‘ HI@ T S e AT
houses unannounced; and © =T .

to them the slave (girls K ﬁ, LI R
communicate all the SUEEINEC I IS [ IR IR Ea L
information they possess. A 2, & I= < =dt €
Most female slaves were arfiremter <o’ =1 sHe IR
captured in raids and i & SR W 9T

expeditions. /
foran Strar em /




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

The child sati el Srfeteht

This Is perhaps one of the Ig GHad: SR & gid
most poignant descriptions Y s R ¥R

by Bernier: 3 Td
At Lahore | saw a most |

beautiful young widow aER § #Y Tw 9gd & g
sacrificed, who could not, | cuaaEs fauar fogsl g

think, have been more than r .
twelve years of age. j E i ;;';‘g ﬁ?@j ;1:::;
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

The poor little creature | 39 9aM® ok &l R VW Y
anearehd m(;]re dead tEag 98 STUe el a==t Sifaa @
alive when she approache qdiq . 3G
the dreadful pit: the agony S LG ,
of her mind cannot be | MK Hl @A H JUA TR

described:; ) fran s weRa; D




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

She trembled and wept
bitterly; but three or four
of the Brahmanas,
assisted by an old woman
who held her under the
arm, forced the unwilling
victim toward the fatal
spot, seated her on the
wood, tied her hands and
feet, lest she should run
away, and In that situation

the innocent creature was
burnt alive.

/ |

9% HI9d g¢ 90 e ° U @
oft; dfe &9 a1 IR HAT=w,
% & 3ia, faq 9 euH
A o A9 o g e,
T HEE@r 9 U IIfTg+
fifgar ot a1 oae TS Hi
AN @ MY, I/ ddHhfesA W
o3 T, U TU AR W aiY
fer @ifr a® A 9 Sw AR
39 feafa ® 39 ww woit ==t
=1 sten fE=n T=m /
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

| found it difficult to repress
my feelings and to prevent
their bursting forth Into
clamorous and unavailing

rage ... /

# Il e #t gEH § SR
STk hiaeaqul q =Y
HY H TR AR ¥ THA A

g9 or...
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PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Women Slaves, Sati and Labourers

Afgard : IfaEl, wat qen gfasw

Travellers who left written
accounts were (generally
men

o= oo 3 o fafea gwma
B 9 FHFTAT [FY o

Took social I1nequities for
granted as a “natural” state of
affairs.

4 gmifse veaE &t amEg”
gfifeerfa 7 | 2
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Slaves were openly sold In
markets, like any other
commodity, and were regularly
exchanged as gifts.

ol W T TRt ot o a¥g Wl
TWE T AWM 9°9 I@ & AR
frafia €1 9 dewy Ke @ o
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

< |bn Battuta’s account that there
was considerable differentiation
among slaves.

T aqa & faeo | weliq g @
f& <= o wet fasdg em




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

% Some female slaves In the
service of the Sultan were _ =
experts in music and dance, @ @ =«
and lbn Battuta enjoyed their i SRl
performance at the wedding of i Apy Sty
the Sultan’s sister PReE S 490

> ge w dm ¥ wrEw g [ IR R
et it it TR A Frgr off, (kR L
IRl o IFE W STk Y%A 9§
icCECIRIEC I
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c. tenth to seventeenth century

Slaves were generally used
for domestic labour

@ H GEHEG: SR 9
foe &€ swue fean smar en

Female slaves were also
employed by the Sultan to
keep a watch on his nobles.

o[ AU AR W TR @
% foau <ifgat =t ot fgFa w3
211




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Price of slaves, particularly
female slaves required for
domestic labour, was very low,
and most families who could
afford to do so kept at least
one or two of them.

TE &1 HHq, faoiw w9 @/ 39
il =1, TSRl STrervderdr =iq
g9 & faw off, 9ga &7 =dar ot
IR Afywiyl IfER W 3R @
T+ 4 9uef &, 9 § &9 T 9
T H d W@d & D




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Bernier chose the practice of
sati for detailed description.
He noted that while some
women seemed to embrace
death cheerfully, others were
forced to die.

R 4 wat gem &t fawga
faawor & faw g m su+ foran o
Tk H9 WHfgad ga=a @
T Hl T 1 war off, 3T Hl
T & faw s fovan strar o




PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY

c. tenth to seventeenth century

Women from merchant families
participated In commercial
activities

& IEat 9 A 9t
Afgdd AWM farareat |
feoan &<t off
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