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Travelled in search of work 

dk;Z dh ryk'k esa  

Escape from natural 
disasters  

izko`Qfrd vkinkvks a ls cpko osQ 
fy, 
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As traders, merchants, soldiers, 
priests, pilgrims, or driven by a sense 
of adventure.  

O;kikfj;ks a] lSfudks a] iqjksfgrks a vkSj rhFkZ;kf=k;ks a 
osQ :i esa ;k fiQj lkgl dh Hkkouk ls izsfjr 
gksdj ;k=kk,¡ dh gSaA 
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Stay in a new land invariably 
encounter a world that is 
different: in terms of the 
landscape or physical 
environment as well as 
customs, languages, beliefs 
and practices of people  

u, LFkku ij vkrs gSa vFkok cl 
tkrs gSa] fuf'pr :i ls ,d ,slh 
nqfu;k dks le{k ikrs gSa tks Hkwn`'; 
;k HkkSfrd ifjos'k osQ lanHkZ esa vkSj 
lkFk gh yksxks a dh izFkkvks a] Hkk"kkvks a] 
vkLFkk rFkk O;ogkj esa fHkUu gksrh 
gSA 
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Descriptions of the city of 
Vijayanagara (Chapter 7) in 
the fifteenth century comes 
from Abdur Razzaq 
Samarqandi, a diplomat who 
came visiting from Herat.  

ianzgoha 'krkCnh esa fot;uxj 'kgj 
(vè;k; 7) osQ lcls egÙoiw.kZ 
fooj.kks a esa ls ,d] gsjkr ls vk, 
,d jktuf;d vCnqj j””kkd 
lejoaQnh ls izkIr gksrk gSA 
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Mughal Empire (Chapters 8 
and 9), administrators 
sometimes travelled within 
the empire and recorded their 
observations.  

eqX+ky lkezkT; (vè;k; 8 vkSj 9) 
esa iz'kklfud vf/dkjh dHkh&dHkh 
lkezkT; osQ Hkhrj gh Hkze.k djrs Fks 
vkSj viuh fVIif.k;k¡ ntZ djrs FksA 



THROUGH THE EYES OF TRAVELLERS 
PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY  
c. tenth to seventeenth century 

;kf=k;ks a osQ u”kfj, lekt osQ ckjs esa 
mudh le>  

yxHkx nloha ls l=kgoha lnh rd 

THEME 
FIVE 

Al-Biruni who came from 
Uzbekistan  

vy&fc:uh] tks X;kjgoha 'krkCnh 
esa m”csfdLrku vk;k Fkk 

Ibn Battuta who came 
from Morocco  

bCu crwrk (pkSngoha 'krkCnh)] 
eksjDdks ls vk;k Fkk  
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Frenchman François 
Bernier 

izQkalhlh ;k=kh izQkaLok cfuZ;j 
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vy&fc:uh osQ mís';  

vYk&fc:uh us vius dk;Z dk 
o.kZu bl izdkj fd;k% mu yksxks a 
osQ fy, lgk;d tks muls 
(¯gnqvks a) /kfeZd fo"k;ks a ij ppkZ 
djuk pkgrs gSa vkSj ,sls yksxks a osQ 
fy, ,d lwpuk dk laxzg tks 
muosQ lkFk lac¼ gksuk pkgrs gSaA  

Al-Biruni’s objectives 

Al-Biruni described his 
work as: a help to those 
who want to discuss 
religious questions with 
them (the Hindus), and as 
a repertory of information 
to those who want to 
associate with them. 
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iwjh rjg ls fHkUu lkekftd rFkk 
lkaLo`Qfrd i`"BHkwfe ls vkus osQ 
dkj.k ;s ys[kd nSfud xfrfof/;ks a 
rFkk izFkkvks a osQ izfr vf/d 
lko/ku jgrs FksA ns'kt ys[kdks a 
osQ fy, ;s lHkh fo"k; lkekU; Fks 
tks o`Ùkkarks a esa ntZ djus ;ksX; ugha 
FksA  

As these uthors came from 
vastly different social and 
cultural environments, they 
were often more attentive 
to everyday activities and 
practices which were taken 
for granted by indigenous 
writers, for whom these 
were routine matters, not 
worthy of being recorded. 
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It is this difference in 
perspective that makes 
the accounts of 
travellers interesting. 
Who did these travellers 
write for? As we will 
see, the answers vary 
from one instance to the 
next.  

u”kfj;s esa ;gh fHkUurk gh 
;k=kk&o`Ùkkarks a dks vf/d 
jkspd cukrh gSA ;s ;k=kh 
fdlosQ fy, fy[krs Fks\ tSlk 
fd ge ns[ks axs] bl iz'u dk 
mÙkj vyx&vyx n`"Vkarks a es a 
vyx FkkA  
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 Al-Biruni and the Kitab-ul-Hind  

vy&fc:uh rFkk fdrkc&my&fgUn 

Al-Biruni was born in 973 
vy&fc:uh dk tUEk lu~ 973 
esa gqvk FkkA  

Uzbekistan 

m”csfdLrku 



THROUGH THE EYES OF TRAVELLERS 
PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY  
c. tenth to seventeenth century 

;kf=k;ks a osQ u”kfj, lekt osQ ckjs esa 
mudh le>  

yxHkx nloha ls l=kgoha lnh rd 

THEME 
FIVE 

Received the best 
education  

f'k{kk dk ,d egÙoiw.kZ osaQnz Fkk 

Well versed in several 
languages  

lcls vPNh f'k{kk izkIr dh FkhA 
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When Sultan Mahmud 
invaded Khwarizm  

lqYrku egewn us [okfjT+e ij 
vkØe.k fd;k  

He did not know Greek  

og ;wukuh Hkk"kk dk tkudkj 
ugha Fkk 
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Took several scholars and poets 
back to his capital, Ghazni; Al-
Biruni was one of them. 

dbZ fo}kuks a rFkk dfo;ks a dks vius lkFk 
viuh jkt/kuh X+k”kuh ys x;kA 
vy&fc:uh Hkh muesa ls ,d FkkA  
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He arrived in Ghazni as a 
hostage, but gradually 
developed a liking 

og ca/d osQ :i esa X+k”kuh vk;k Fkk 
ij /hjs&/hjs mls ;g 'kgj ilan vkus 
yxkA  

Spent the rest of his life until 
his death  

viuh e`R;q rd mlus viuk ckdh 
thou ;gha fcrk;kA 
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in Ghazni that Al-Biruni 
developed an interest in 
India. 

X+k”kuh esa gh vy&fc:uh dh Hkkjr 
osQ izfr #fp fodflr gqbZA 

Punjab became a part of the 
Ghaznavid empire 

iatkc X+k”kuoh lkezkT; dk fgLlk cu 
x;kA  
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He travelled widely in the 
Punjab and parts of northern 
India 

mlus iatkc vkSj mÙkj Hkkjr osQ dbZ 
fgLlks a dh ;k=kk dh FkhA 



THROUGH THE EYES OF TRAVELLERS 
PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY  
c. tenth to seventeenth century 

;kf=k;ks a osQ u”kfj, lekt osQ ckjs esa 
mudh le>  

yxHkx nloha ls l=kgoha lnh rd 

THEME 
FIVE 

Translating texts, sharing 
ideas Al-Biruni’s expertise 
in several languages 
allowed him to compare 
languages and translate 
texts.  

xzaFkk s a dk vuqokn] fopkjks a dk 
vknku&iznku dbZ Hkk"kkvks a esa 
n{krk gkfly djus osQ dkj.k 
vy&fc:uh Hkk"kkvks a dh rqyuk 
rFkk xz aFkks a dk vuqokn djus esa 
l{ke jgkA 
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He translated several 
Sanskrit works, including 
Patanjali’s work on 
grammar, into Arabic. For 
his Brahmana friends, he 
translated the works of 
Euclid (a Greek 
mathematician) into 
Sanskrit. 

mlus dbZ laLo`Qr o`Qfr;ks a] ftuesa 
iratfy dk O;kdj.k ij xzaFk Hkh 
'kkfey gS] dk vjch esa vuqokn 
fd;kA vius czkã.k fe=kks a osQ fy, 
mlus ;wfDyM (,d ;wukuh 
xf.krK) osQ dk;ks ± dk laLo`Qr esa 
vuqokn fd;kA 
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Metrology is the science of 
measurement. 

ekira=k foKku ekius osQ foKku ls 
laca/ j[krk gSA 
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¯gnw  

¶¯gnw¸ 'kCn yxHkx NBh&ik¡poha 
'kRkkCnh bZlk iwoZ esa iz;qDr gksus 
okys ,d izkphu I+kQkjlh 'kCn] 
ftldk iz;ksx fla/q unh (Indus) 
osQ iwoZ osQ {ks=k osQ fy, gksrk Fkk] 
ls fudyk FkkA vjch yksxks a us bl 
I+kQkjlh 'kCn dks tkjh j[kk vkSj 
bl {ks=k dks ¶vy&¯gn¸ rFkk ;gk¡ 
osQ fuokfl;ks a dks ¶¯gnh¸ dgkA 

Hindu  

The term “Hindu” was 
derived from an Old 
Persian word, used c. 
sixth-fifth centuries 
BCE, to refer to the 
region east of the river 
Sindhu (Indus). The 
Arabs continued the 
Persian usage and 
called this region “al-
Hind” and its people 
“Hindi”.  
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dkykarj esa rqdks ± us fla/q ls iwoZ 
esa jgus okys yksxks a dks ¶¯gnw¸_ 
muosQ fuokl {ks=k dks 
¶¯gnqLrku¸ rFkk mudh Hkk"kk 
dks ¶¯gnoh¸ dk uke fn;kA 
buesa ls dksbZ Hkh 'kCn yksxks a dh 
/kfeZd igpku dk |ksrd ugha 
FkkA bl 'kCn dk /kfeZd lanHkZ 
esa iz;ksx cgqr ckn dh ckr gSA 

Later the Turks referred to 
the people east of the 
Indus as “Hindu”, their 
land as “Hindustan”, and 
their language as 
“Hindavi”. None of these 
expressions indicated the 
religious identity of the 
people. It was much later 
that the term developed 
religious connotations. 
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Al-Biruni’s Kitab-ul-Hind, written in 
Arabic  

vy&fc:uh dh o`Qfr fdrkc&my&fgUn dh 
Hkk"kk vjch esa gSA 
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Voluminous text, divided into 80 
chapters on subjects such as 
religion and philosophy, festivals, 
astronomy, alchemy, manners and 
customs, social life, weights and 
measures, iconography, laws and 
metrology.  

foLr`r xzaFk gS tks /eZ vkSj n'kZu] R;ksgkjks a] 
[kxksy&foKku] dhfe;k] jhfr&fjoktks a rFkk 
izFkkvks a] lkekftd&thou] Hkkj&rkSy rFkk 
ekiu fof/;ks a] ewfrZdyk] dkuwu] ekira=k 
foKku vkfn fo"k;ks a osQ vk/kj ij vLlh 
vè;k;ks a esa foHkkftr gSA 
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Beginning with a question, 
following this up with a 
description based on 
Sanskritic traditions, and 
concluding with a comparison 
with other cultures.  

vkjaHk esa ,d iz'u gksrk Fkk] fiQj 
laLo`Qroknh ijaijkvks a ij vk/kfjr 
o.kZu vkSj var esa vU; laLo`Qfr;ks a 
osQ lkFk ,d rqyukA  
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He was familiar with 
translations and adaptations 
of Sanskrit, Pali and Prakrit 
texts into Arabic – these 
ranged from fables to works 
on astronomy and medicine 

og laLo`Qr] ikyh rFkk izko`Qr xzaFkk s a 
osQ vjch Hkk"kk esa vuqoknks a rFkk 
:ikarj.kks a ls ifjfpr Fkk&buesa 
nardFkkvks a ls ysdj [kxksy&foKku 
vkSj fpfdRlk laca/h o`Qfr;k¡ lHkh 
'kkfey FkhaA 
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The bird leaves its nest 

This is an excerpt from the 
Rihla: My departure from 
Tangier, my birthplace, took 
place on Thursday ... I set 
out alone, having neither 
fellowtraveller ... nor 
caravan whose party I might 
join, but swayed by an 
overmastering impulse 
within me and a desire 
long-cherished in my bosom 
to visit these illustrious 
sanctuaries.  

?kks alys ls fudyrk i{kh  

;g fjg~yk ls fy;k x;k ,d 
m¼j.k gS% vius tUe LFkku 
rSaft;j ls esjk izLFkku xq#okj dks 
gqvk--- eSa vosQyk gh fudy iM+k] 
fcuk fdlh lkFkh ;k=kh--- ;k dkjok¡ 
osQ ftldh Vksyh esa eS a 'kkfey gks 
low¡Q] ysfdu vius vanj ,d 
vf/izHkkoh vkosx vkSj bu izfl¼ 
iq.;LFkkuks a dks ns[kus dh bPNk tks 
yacs le; ls esjs var%dj.k esa Fkh] 
ls izHkkfor gksdjA 
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So I braced my resolution to 
quit all my dear ones, 
female and male, and 
forsook my home as birds 
forsake their nests ... My 
age at that time was twenty-
two years.  

Ibn Battuta returned home 
in 1354, about 30 years 
after he had set out. 

blfy, eSaus vius fiz;tuks a dks NksM+ 
tkus osQ fu'p; dks n`<+ fd;k vkSj 
vius ?kj dks ,sls gh NksM+ fn;k 
tSls i{kh vius ?kks alyks a dks NksM+ 
nsrs gS a--- ml le; esjh mez ckbZl 
o"kZ FkhA bCu crwrk 1354 esa ?kj 
okil igq¡pk] viuh ;k=kk vkjaHk 
djus osQ yxHkx rhl o"kZ cknA 
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Ibn Battuta’s Rihla 

bCu crwrk dk fjg~yk 

Ibn Battuta’s book of travels, 
called Rihla, written in Arabic, 
provides extremely rich and 
interesting details about the 
social and cultural life in the 
subcontinent 

bCu crwrk }kjk vjch Hkk"kk esa fy[kk x;k 
mldk ;k=kk o`Ùkkar ftls fjg~yk dgk 
tkrk gS] Hkkjrh; miegk}hi osQ lkekftd 
rFkk lkaLo`Qfrd thou osQ fo"k; esa cgqr 
gh izpqj rFkk jkspd tkudkfj;k¡ nsrk gSA 
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Born in Tangier 

rSaft;j esa tUe  

Received literary and scholastic 
education when he was quite 
young. 

de mez esa gh lkfgfR;d rFkk 
'kkL=k:<+ f'k{kk gkfly dhA 
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Ibn Battuta considered 
experience gained through 
travels to be a more important 
source of knowledge than 
books. 

bCu crwrk iqLrdksa osQ LFkku ij 
;k=kkvks a ls vftZr vuqHko dks Kku 
dk vf/d egÙoiw.kZ Ïksr ekurk FkkA 
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Ibn Battuta reached Sind 
in 1333. 

bCu crwrk lu~ 1333 esa 
LFkyekxZ ls fla/ igq¡pkA 

Had heard about Muhammad bin 
Tughlaq, the Sultan of Delhi 

mlus fnYyh osQ lqYrku eqgEen fcu 
rqX+kyd osQ ckjs esa lquk Fkk 
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Sultan was impressed by his 
scholarship, and appointed 
him the qazi or judge 

lqYrku mldh fo}rk ls izHkkfor 
gqvk vkSj mls fnYyh dk O+kQk”kh ;k 
U;k;k/h'k fu;qDr fd;kA 

Was ordered in 1342 to 
proceed to China as the 
Sultan’s envoy to the Mongol 
ruler.  

1342 bZ- esa eaxksy 'kkld osQ ikl 
lqYrku osQ nwr osQ :i esa phu tkus 
dk vkns'k fn;k x;kA  
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Travelled extensively in 
China 

O;kid :i ls phu esa ;k=kk dh 

His account is often compared 
with that of Marco Polo, who 
visited China (and also India) 
from his home base in Venice 

phu osQ fo"k; esa mlosQ o`Ùkkar dh 
rqyuk ekdks Z iksyks] osful ls pydj phu 
(vkSj Hkkjr dh Hkh) dh ;k=kk dh Fkh] 
osQ o`Ùkkar ls dh tkrh gSA 
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The lonely traveller 

Robbers were not the 
only hazard on long 
journeys: the traveller 
could feel homesick, or 
fall ill. Here is an excerpt 
from the Rihla: 

,dkdh ;k=kh  

yach ;k=kkvks a esa yqVsjs gh 
,dek=k [krjk ugha Fks% ;k=kh 
x`gkrqj gks ldrk Fkk vkSj 
chekj gks ldrk FkkA ;g 
fjg~yk ls fy;k x;k ,d 
m¼j.k gS% 
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I was attacked by the 
fever, and I actually tied 
myself on the saddle 
with a turbancloth in 
case I should fall off by 
reason of my weakness 
... So at last we reached 
the town of Tunis, and 
the townsfolk came out 
to welcome the shaikh 
... and ... the son of the 
qazi ... 

eq>s Toj us tdM+ fy;k Fkk] 
vkSj eSaus vius vki dks 
de”kksjh osQ dkj.k fxjus ls 
cpkus osQ fy, ixM+h osQ diM+s 
dks thu ls ck¡/ fy;k--- varr% 
ge V~;wful 'kgj igq¡ps vkSj 
ogk¡ osQ fuoklh 'ks[k--- vkSj--- 
O+kQk”kh osQ iq=k dk Lokxr djus 
osQ fy, ckgj vk,A  
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On all sides they came 
forward with greetings 
and questions to one 
another, but not a soul 
said a word of greeting to 
me, since there was 
none of them I knew.  

os gj vksj ,d nwljs osQ fy, 
vfHkoknu vkSj iz'uks a osQ lkFk 
vkxs vk,] ysfdu muesa ls 
fdlh us Hkh esjk vfHkoknu ugha 
fd;k D;ks afd ogk¡ dksbZ Hkh ,slk 
ugha Fkk ftlls esjk ifjp; gksA 
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I felt so sad at heart on 
account of my loneliness 
that I could not restrain 
the tears that started to 
my eyes, and wept 
bitterly. But one of the 
pilgrims, realising the 
cause of my distress, 
came up to me with a 
greeting ... 

vius ,dkdhiu ls eSa bruk 
mnkl gqvk fd viuh vk¡[kks a 
esa vk, vk¡lqvks a dks jksd ugha 
ldk] vkSj cgqr jks;kA ij ,d 
rhFkZ;k=kh esjh oaqQBk dk dkj.k 
tkudj esjs ikl vk;k vkSj 
vfHkoknu fd;k---A 
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Ibn Battuta was attacked by 
bands of robbers several 
times. 

bCu crwrk us dbZ ckj MkoqQvks a osQ 
lewgks a }kjk fd, x, vkØe.k >sys 
FksA  

Ibn Battuta was an 
inveterate traveller  

bCu crwrk ,d gBhyk ;k=kh FkkA  
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When he returned, the local 
ruler issued instructions that 
his stories be recorded. 

tc og okil vk;k rks LFkkuh; 
'kkld us funsZ'k fn, fd mldh 
dgkfu;ks a dks ntZ fd;k tk,A 
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Education and 
entertainment  

This is what Ibn Juzayy, 
who was deputed to write 
what Ibn Battuta dictated, 
said in his introduction: 

f'k{kk rFkk euksjatu  

bCu tq”kkbZ ftls bCu crwrk osQ 
Jqrys[kks a dks fy[kus osQ fy, 
fu;qDr fd;k x;k Fkk] viuh 
izLRkkouk esa fy[krk gS% 
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A gracious direction was 
transmitted (by the ruler) 
that he (Ibn Battuta) 
should dictate an 
account of the cities 
which he had seen in his 
travel, and of the 
interesting events which 
had clung to his memory, 
and that he should speak 
of those whom he had 
met of the rulers of 
countries, of their 
distinguished men of 
learning, and their pious 
saints. 

(jktk osQ }kjk) ,d 'kkyhu 
funsZ'k fn;k x;k fd os (bCu 
crwrk) viuh ;k=kk esa ns[ks 
x, 'kgjks a dk] RkFkk viuh 
Le`fr esa cSB xbZ jkspd 
?kVukvks a dk ,d o`Ùkkar 
fy[kok,¡] vkSj lkFk gh 
fofHkUu ns'kks a osQ 'kkLkdks a esa 
ls ftuls os feys] muosQ 
egku lkfgR;dkjks a osQ rFkk 
muosQ /eZfu"B larks a osQ fo"k; 
esa crk,¡A  
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Accordingly, he dictated 
upon these subjects a 
narrative which gave 
entertainment to the 
mind and delight to the 
ears and eyes, with a 
variety of curious 
particulars by the 
exposition of which he 
gave edification and of 
marvellous things, by 
referring to which he 
aroused interest. 

rnuqlkj mUgks aus bu lHkh fo"k;ks a 
ij ,d dFkkud fy[kok;k ftlus 
efLr"d dks euksjatu rFkk dku 
vkSj vk¡[k dks izlUurk nhA lkFk 
gh mUgks aus dbZ izdkj osQ 
vlk/kj.k fooj.k ftuosQ izfriknu 
ls ykHkizn mins'k feyrs gSa] fn, 
rFkk vlk/kj.k ph”kks a osQ ckjs esa 
crk;k ftuosQ lanHkZ ls vfHk#fp 
txhA  
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In the footsteps of Ibn 
Battuta  

In the centuries between 
1400 and 1800 visitors to 
India wrote a number of 
travelogues in Persian. 
At the same time, Indian 
visitors to Central Asia, 
Iran and the Ottoman 
empire also sometimes 
wrote about their 
experiences. 

bCu crwrk osQ infpÉks a ij  

1400 ls 1800 osQ chp Hkkjr 
vk, ;kf=k;ks a us I+kQkjlh esa dbZ 
;k=kk o`Ùkkar fy[ksA mlh le; 
Hkkjr ls eè; ,f'k;k] bZjku 
rFkk vkWVkseu lkezkT; dh ;k=kk 
djus okyks a us Hkh dHkh&dHkh 
vius vuqHko fy[ksA 
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These writers followed in 
the footsteps of Al-Biruni 
and Ibn Battuta, and had 
sometimes read these 
earlier authors.  

bu ys[kdks a us vy&fc:uh vkSj 
bCu crwrk osQ infpÉks a dk 
vuqlj.k fd;kA buesa ls oqQN us 
bu iwoZorhZ ys[kdks a dks i<+k Hkh 
FkkA  
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Among the best known of 
these writers were Abdur 
Razzaq Samarqandi, who 
visited south India in the 
1440s, Mahmud Wali 
Balkhi, who travelled very 
widely in the 1620s, and 
Shaikh Ali Hazin, who came 
to north India in the 1740s. 

buesa ls lcls izfl¼ ys[kdks a esa 
vCnqj j””kkd lejoaQnh ftlus 
1440 osQ n'kd esa nf{k.k Hkkjr 
dh ;k=kk dh Fkh] egewn oyh 
CkY[kh] ftlus 1620 osQ n'kd esa 
O;kid :i ls ;k=kk,¡ dh Fkha rFkk 
'ks[+k vyh gkf”ku tks 1740 osQ 
n'kd esa mÙkj Hkkjr vk;k Fkk] 
'kkfey gSaA 
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Some of these authors 
were fascinated by India, 
and one of them – 
Mahmud Balkhi – even 
became a sort of sanyasi 
for a time. Others such as 
Hazin were disappointed 
and even disgusted with 
India, where they 
expected to receive a red 
carpet treatment. Most of 
them saw India as a land 
of wonders. 

buesa ls oqQN ys[kd Hkkjr ls 
lEeksfgr Fks] vkSj ;gk¡ rd fd 
muesa ls ,d egewn cY[+kh rks 
oqQN le; osQ fy, lU;klh Hkh 
cu x;k FkkA oqQN vU; tSls fd 
gkf”ku Hkkjr ls fujk'k gq, vkSj 
;gk¡ rd fd ?k`.kk Hkh djus yxsA 
os Hkkjr esa vius fy, ,d 
mRloh; Lokxr dh vk'kk dj jgs 
FksA muesa ls vf/dka'k us Hkkjr 
dks vpaHkks a osQ ns'k osQ :i esa 
ns[kkA 
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François Bernier A Doctor with a Difference 

izQkaLok c£u;j % ,d fof'k"V fpfdRld 

Portuguese arrived in India in 
about 1500 

1500 bZ- esa Hkkjr esa iqrZxkfy;ks a dk  
vkxeu gqvkA  

Wrote detailed accounts regarding 
Indian social customs and religious 
practices.  

Hkkjrh; lkekftd jhfr&fjoktks a rFkk /kfeZd 
izFkkvks a osQ fo"k; esa fOkLr`r o`Ùkkar fy[ksA 
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Duarte Barbosa, who wrote 
a detailed account of trade 
and society in south India. 

nqvkrsZ cjckslk dk gS ftlus 
nf{k.k Hkkjr esa O;kikj vkSj lekt 
dk ,d foLr`r fooj.k fy[kkA  

Jesuit Roberto Nobili, even 
translated Indian texts into European 
languages.  

tslqbV jkWcVks Z uksfcyh] us rks Hkkjrh; xzaFkks a dks 
;wjksih; Hkk"kkvks a esa vuqokfnr Hkh fd;kA 
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François Bernier, a Frenchman, was a 
doctor, political philosopher and 
historian.  

IkzQk al dk jgus okyk izQk aLok cfuZ;j ,d 
fpfdRld] jktUkhfrd nk'kZfud RkFkk ,d 
bfrgkldkj FkkA 

Italian doctor Manucci, never 
returned to Europe, and settled down 
in India.  

brkyoh fpfdRld euwdh] dHkh Hkh ;wjksi 
okil ugha x, vkSj Hkkjr esa gh cl x,A 
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He came to the Mughal Empire  

og eqX+ky lkezkT; esa vk;k FkkA 

Closely associated with the Mughal 
court, as a physician to Prince Dara 
Shukoh, the eldest son of Emperor 
Shah Jahan  

eqX+ky njckj ls u”knhdh :i ls tqM+k 
jgk&igys lezkV 'kkgtgk¡ osQ T;s"B iq=k nkjk 
f'kdksg osQ fpfdRld osQ :i esa] 
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Bernier  

cfuZ;j 

Wrote accounts of what he saw, 
frequently comparing what he saw in 
India with the situation in Europe. He 
dedicated his major writing to Louis 
XiV, the king of France.   

tks ns[kk mlosQ fo"k; esa fooj.k fy[ksA og 
lkekU;r% Hkkjr esa tks ns[krk Fkk mldh rqyuk 
;wjksih; fLFkfr ls djrk FkkA 
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Travelling with the Mughal 
army Bernier often travelled 
with the army. This is an 
excerpt from his description 
of the army’s march to 
Kashmir: 

eqX+ky lsuk osQ lkFk ;k=kk cfuZ;j us 
dbZ ckj eqX+ky lsuk osQ lkFk ;k=kk,¡ 
dhA ;gk¡ lsuk osQ d'ehj owQPk osQ 
laca/ esa fn, x, fooj.k ls ,d 
va'k fn;k tk jgk gS % 
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I am expected to keep 
two good Turkoman 
horses, and I also take 
with me a powerful 
Persian camel and 
driver, a groom for my 
horses, a cook and a 
servant to go before my 
horse with a flask of 
water in his hand, 
according to the custom 
of the country. 

bl ns'k dh izFkk osQ vuqlkj 
eq>ls nks vPNs rqoZQeku ?kksM+ s 
ns[kus dh vis{kk dh tkrh gS 
vkSj eSa vius lkFk ,d 
'kfDr'kkyh I+kQkjlh Å¡V rFkk 
pkyd] vius ?kksM+k s a osQ fy, 
,d lkbZl] ,d [kkulkek rFkk 
,d lsod tks gkFk esa ikuh dk 
ik=k ysdj esjs ?kksM+ s osQ vkxs 
pyrk gS] Hkh j[krk gw¡A  
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I am also provided with 
every useful article, such as 
a tent of moderate size, a 
carpet, a portable bed made 
of four very strong but light 
canes, a pillow, a mattress, 
round leather table-cloths 
used at meals, some few 
napkins of dyed cloth, three 
small bags with culinary 
utensils which are all placed 
in a large bag, and this bag 
is again carried in a very 
capacious and strong double 
sack or net made of leather 
thongs. 

eq>s gj mi;ksxh oLrq nh xbZ gS tSLks 
vkSlr vkdkj dk ,d racw] ,d njh] 
pkj cgqr dBksj ij gyosQ csrks a ls 
cuk ,d NksVk fcLrj] ,d rfd;k] 
,d fCkNkSuk] Hkkstu osQ le; iz;qDr 
xksykdkj peM+s osQ es”kiks'k] j¡xs gq, 
diM+ks a osQ oqQN vaxkSNs@uSifdu] [kkuk 
cukus osQ lkeku ls Hkjs rhu NksVs 
>ksys tks lHkh ,d cM+s >ksys esa j[ks 
gq, Fks] vkSj ;g >ksyk Hkh ,d 
yacs&PkkSM+ s rFkk lqn`<+ nqgjs cksjs vFkok 
peM+s osQ iêðks a ls cus tky esa j[kk 
gSA 
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This double sack likewise 
contains the provisions, 
linen and wearing apparel, 
both of master and 
servants. I have taken care 
to lay in a stock of 
excellent rice for five or 
six days’ consumption, of 
sweet biscuits flavoured 
with anise (a herb), of 
limes and sugar 

blh rjg bl nqgjs cksjs esa Lokeh 
vkSj lsodksa dh [kk| lkexzh] 
lkezkT; diM+s rFkk oL=k j[ks x, 
gSaA eSaus è;kuiwoZd ik¡p ;k Ng 
fnuks a osQ miHkksx osQ fy, cf<+ 
pkoy_ lkS aiQ (,d izdkj dk 
'kkd@ikS/k) dh lqxa/ okyh ehBh 
jksVh] uhacw rFkk phuh dk HkaMkj 
lkFk j[kk gSA 
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Nor have I forgotten a 
linen bag with its small 
iron hook for the purpose 
of suspending and 
draining dahi or curds; 
nothing being considered 
so refreshing in this 
country as lemonade and 
dahi. 

lkFk gh eSa ngh dks Vk¡xus 
vkSj ikuh fudkyus osQ fy, 
iz;qDr NksVs] yksgs osQ vaoqQ'k 
okyk >ksyk ysuk Hkh ugha 
Hkwyk gw¡A bl ns'k esa uhacw osQ 
'kjcr vkSj ngh ls vf/d 
rk”kxh Hkjh oLrq dksbZ ugha 
ekuh tkrhA 
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The creation and circulation 
of ideas about India  

The writings of European 
travellers helped produce an 
image of India for Europeans 
through the printing and 
circulation of their books. 

Hkkjr osQ fo"k; esa fopkjks a dk 
fuekZ.k o izlkj  

Hkkjr osQ fo"k; esa fopkjks a dk 
l`tu vkSj izlkj dj ;wjksih; 
;kf=k;ks a osQ o`Ùkkarks a us mudh 
iqLrdksa osQ izdk'ku vkSj izlkj 
osQ ekè;e ls ;wjksih; yksxks a osQ 
fy, Hkkjr dh ,d Nfo osQ 
l`tu esa lgk;rk dhA 
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Later, after 1750, when 
Indians like Shaikh 
Itisamuddin and Mirza 
Abu Talib visited Europe 
and confronted this image 
that Europeans had of 
their society, they tried to 
influence it by producing 
their own version of 
matters. 

ckn esa] 1750 osQ ckn] tc 'ks[k 
bfrleqíhu rFkk fe”kkZ vcq rkfyc 
tSls Hkkjrh;ks a us ;wjksi dh ;k=kk 
dh rks mUgsa ;wjksih; yksxks a dh 
Hkkjrh; lekt dh Nfo dk 
lkeuk djuk iM+k vkSj mUgks aus 
rF;ks a dh viuh vyx O;k[;k osQ 
ekè;e ls bls izHkkfor djus dk 
iz;kl fd;kA 
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Bernier’s works were published 
in France in 1670-71 and 
translated into English, Dutch, 
German and Italian within the 
next five years.  

c£u;j osQ dk;Z izQkal esa 1670&71 esa 
izdkf'kr gq, Fks] vkSj vxys ik¡p o"kks ± 
osQ Hkhrj gh vaxz s”kh] Mp] teZu RkFkk 
brkyoh Hkk"kkvks a esa budk vuqokn gks 
x;kA 
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A language with an 
enormous range  

Al-Biruni described 
Sanskrit as follows: 

fo'kky igq¡p okyh ,d Hkk"kk  

laLo`Qr osQ fo"k; esa vy&fc:uh 
;g fy[krk gS% 
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If you want to conquer this 
difficulty (i.e. to learn 
Sanskrit), you will not find it 
easy, because the language is 
of an enormous range, both in 
words and inflections, 
something like the Arabic, 
calling one and the same 
thing by various names, both 
original and derivative, and 
using one and the same word 
for a variety of subjects, 
which, in order to be properly 
understood, must be 
distinguished from each other 
by various qualifying epithets. 

;fn vki bl dfBukbZ (laLo`Qr 
Hkk"kk lh[kus dh) ls ikj ikuk pkgrs 
gSa rks ;g vklku ugha gksxk D;ks afd 
vjch Hkk"kk dh rjg gh] 'kCnks a rFkk 
foHkfDr;ks a] nksuks a es a gh bl Hkk"kk dh 
igq¡p cgqr foLr`r gSA blesa ,d gh 
oLrq osQ fy, dbZ 'kCn] ewy rFkk 
O;qRiUu nksuks a] iz;qDr gksrs gSa vkSj 
,d gh 'kCn dk iz;ksx dbZ oLrqvks a 
osQ fy, gksrk gS] ftUgsa Hkyh izdkj 
le>us osQ fy, fofHkUu fo'ks"kd 
laosQrinks a osQ ekè;e ls ,d nwljs ls 
vyx fd;k tkuk vko';d gSA 
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God knows best!  

Travellers did not always 
believe what they were 
told. When faced with the 
story of a wooden idol that 
supposedly lasted for 
216,432 years, Al-Biruni 
asks:  

How, then, could wood 
have lasted such a length 
of time, and particularly in 
a place where the air and 
the soil are rather wet? 
God knows best!. 

bZ'oj gh tkurk gS!  

;k=kh ges'kk mUgsa crkbZ xbZ ckrks a ij 
fo'okl ugha djrs FksA vy&fc:uh dks 
tc ,slh ydM+h dh ewfrZ dh dgkuh osQ 
ckjs esa irk pyk tks rFkkdfFkr :i ls 
216]432 o"kks ± rd vfLrRo esa jgh] rks 
og iwNrk gS%  

fiQj ydM+h brus yacs le; rd 
vfLrRo esa oSQls jgh gksxh] fo'ks"k :i 
ls ,sls LFkku ij tgk¡ gok vkSj feêðh 
dkI+kQh vknzZ gksrh gS\ bZ'oj gh tkurk 
gS! 
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Making Sense of an Alien World Al-Biruni and 
the Sanskritic Tradition 

,d vifjfpr lalkj dh le> vy&fc:uh rFkk 
laLo`Qroknh ijaijk 

Al-Biruni  

vy&fc:uh 
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According to him, Sanskrit was 
so different from Arabic and 
Persian that ideas and 
concepts could not be easily 
translated from one language 
into another.  

mlosQ vuqlkj laLo`Qr] vjch vkSj 
I+kQkjlh ls bruh fHkUu Fkh fd fopkjks a 
vkSj fl¼karks a dks ,d Hkk"kk ls nwljh 
esa vuqokfnr djuk vklku ugha FkkA 
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Second barrier he identified 
was the difference in 
religious beliefs and 
practices 

mlosQ }kjk fpfÉr nwljk vojksèk 
èkkfeZd voLFkk vkSj izFkk esa fHkUurk 
FkhA  
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The self-absorption and 
consequent insularity of the 
local population according to 
him, constituted the third 
barrier. 

mlosQ vuqlkj rhljk vojksèk 
vfHkeku FkkA vy&fc:uh yxHkx 
iwjh rjg ls czkã.kks a }kjk jfpr 
o`Qfr;ks a ij vkfJr jgkA 
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Al-Biruni depended almost 
exclusively on the works of 
Brahmanas, often citing passages 
from the Vedas, the Puranas, the 
Bhagavad Gita, the works of 
Patanjali, the Manusmriti, etc., to 
provide an understanding of Indian 
society. 

vy&fc:uh yxHkx iwjh rjg ls czkã.kks a 
}kjk jfpr o`Qfr;ks a ij vkfJr jgkA mlus 
Hkkjrh; lekt dks le>us osQ fy, vdlj 
osnks a] iqjk.kks a] Hkxon~xhrk] iratfy dh 
Ñfr;ks a rFkk euqLe`fr vkfn ls va'k m¼`r 
fd,A 
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Al-Biruni tried to explain the 
caste system by looking for 
parallels in other societies. 

vy&fc:uh us vU; leqnk;ks a esa izfr:iks a 
dh [kkst osQ ekè;e ls tkfr O;oLFkk dks 
le>us vkSj O;k[;k djus dk iz;kl 
fd;kA 
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Suggest that social divisions 
were not unique to India 

og ;g fn[kkuk pkgrk Fkk fd ;s 
lkekftd oxZ osQoy Hkkjr rd gh 
lhfer ugha FksA 

Al-Biruni disapproved of the 
notion of pollution.  

vy&fc:uh us vifo=krk dh ekU;rk 
dks vLohdkj fd;kA 
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The sun cleanses the air, and 
the salt in the sea prevents the 
water from becoming polluted  

lw;Z gok dks LoPN djrk gS vkSj 
leqnz esa ued ikuh dks xank gksus ls 
cpkrk gSA 
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Al-Biruni’s description of the 
caste system was deeply 
influenced by his study of 
normative Sanskrit texts which 
laid down the rules governing 
the system from the point of 
view of the Brahmanas.  

tkfr O;oLFkk osQ fo"k; esa 
vy&fc:uh dk fooj.k mlosQ 
fu;ked laLo`Qr xzaFkk s a osQ vè;;u ls 
iwjh rjg ls xgurk ls izHkkfor FkkA 
bu xzaFkks a esa czkã.kks a osQ n`f"Vdks.k ls 
tkfr O;oLFkk dks lapkfyr djus okys 
fu;eks a dk izfriknu fd;k x;k FkkA 
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The system of varnas  

This is Al-Biruni’s account of 
the system of varnas: The 
highest caste are the 
Brahmana, of whom the books 
of the Hindus tell us that they 
were created from the head of 
Brahman. And as the Brahman 
is only another name for the 
force called nature, and the 
head is the highest part of the 
… body, the Brahmana are the 
choice part of the whole 
genus. Therefore the Hindus 
consider them as the very best 
of mankind.  

o.kZ O;oLFkk  

vy&fc:uh o.kZ O;oLFkk dk bl izdkj 
mYys[k djrk gS% lcls Å¡ph tkfr 
czkã.kks a dh gS ftuosQ fo"k; esa ¯gnqvks a 
osQ xzaFk gesa crkrs gSa fd os czãu~ osQ 
flj ls mRiUu gq, Fks vkSj D;ks afd czã] 
izo`Qfr uked 'kfDr dk gh nwljk uke 
gS] vkSj flj---- 'kjhj dk lcls Åijh 
Hkkx gS] blfy, czkã.k iwjh iztkfr osQ 
lcls pq¯unk Hkkx gSaA blh dkj.k ls ¯gnw 
mUgsa ekuo tkfr esa lcls mÙke ekurs 
gSaA 
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The next caste are the 
Kshatriya, who were 
created, as they say, from 
the shoulders and hands 
of Brahman. Their degree 
is not much below that of 
the Brahmana.  

After them follow the 
Vaishya, who were created 
from the thigh of Brahman.  

The Shudra, who were 
created from his feet . . .  

vxyh tkfr {kf=k;ks a dh gS ftudk 
l`tu] ,slk dgk tkrk gS] czãu~ 
osQ oaQèkks a vkSj gkFkks a ls gqvk FkkA 
mudk ntkZ czkã.kks a ls vf/d uhps 
ugha gSA  

muosQ i'pkr oS'; vkrs gSa ftudk 
mn~Hko czãu~ dh ta?kkvks a ls gqvk 
FkkA  

'kwnz] ftudk l`tu muosQ pj.kks a ls 
gqvk FkkA 
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Between the latter two 
classes there is no very 
great distance. Much, 
however, as these 
classes differ from each 
other, they live together 
in the same towns and 
villages, mixed together 
in the same houses and 
lodgings. 

vafre nks oxks ± osQ chp vfèkd 
varj ugha gSA ysfdu bu oxks ± osQ 
chp fHkUurk gksus ij Hkh ;s ,d 
lkFk ,d gh 'kgjks a vkSj xk¡oks a esa 
jgrs gSa] leku ?kjks a vkSj vkoklks a 
es a fey&tqy djA 
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Nuts like a man’s head  

The following is how Ibn 
Battuta described the 
coconut: These trees 
are among the most 
peculiar trees in kind 
and most astonishing in 
habit. They look exactly 
like date-palms, without 
any difference between 
them except that the 
one produces nuts as 
its fruits and the other 
produces dates. 

ekuo flj tSls fxfjnkj iQy  

ukfj;y dk o.kZu bCu crwrk bl 
izdkj djrk gS% ;s o`{k Lo:i ls 
lcls vuks[ks rFkk izo`Qfr esa lcls 
foLe;dkjh o`{kks a esa ls ,d gSaA ;s 
gw&cgw [ktwj osQ o`{k tSls fn[krs 
gSaA buesa dksbZ varj ugha gS flok; 
,d viokn osQ µ ,d ls 
dk"BiQy izkIr gksrk gS vkSj nwljs 
ls [ktwjA 
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The nut of a coconut 
tree resembles a man’s 
head, for in it are what 
look like two eyes and a 
mouth, and the inside of 
it when it is green looks 
like the brain, and 
attached to it is a fibre 
which looks like hair. 
They make from this 
cords with which they 
sew up ships instead of 
(using) iron nails, and 
they (also) make from it 
cables for vessels. 

ukfj;y osQ o`{k dk iQy ekuo 
flj ls esy [kkrk gS D;ks afd blesa 
Hkh ekuks nks vk¡[ks a rFkk ,d eq[k 
gS vkSj vanj dk Hkkx gjk gksus ij 
efLr"d tSlk fn[krk gS vkSj blls 
tqM+k js'kk ckyks a tSlk fn[kkbZ nsrk 
gSA os blls jLlh cukrs gSaA yksgs 
dh dhyks a osQ iz;ksx osQ ctk; 
buls tgk”k dks flyrs gSaA os 
blls crZuks a osQ fy, jLlh Hkh 
cukrs gSaA 
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Ibn Battuta arrived in Delhi 

bCu crwrk fnYyh vk;k Fkk 

Ibn Battuta and the Excitement of the Unfamiliar 

bCu crwrk rFkk vutkus dks tkuus dh mRoaQBk 

Ibn Battuta himself travelled 
extensively 

bCu crwrk us Lo;a cM+s iSekus ij 
;k=kk,¡ dh 
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Visiting sacred shrines, spending time 
with learned men and rulers, often 
officiating as qazi, and enjoying the 
cosmopolitan culture of urban centres 
where people who spoke Arabic, 
Persian, Turkish and other languages, 
shared ideas, information and 
anecdotes. 

ifo=k iwtkLFkyks a dks ns[kk] fo}ku yksxks a rFkk 
'kkldks a osQ lkFk le; fcrk;k] dbZ ckj O+kQk”kh 
osQ in ij jgk] rFkk 'kgjh osQUnzks a dh 
fo'ooknh laLo`Qfr dk miHkksx fd;k tgk¡ 
vjch] I+kQkjlh] rqdhZ rFkk vU; Hkk"kk,¡ cksyus 
okys yksx fopkjks a] lwpukvks a rFkk mik[;kuks a dk 
vknku&iznku djrs FksA  
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He described the coconut and 
the paan, two kinds of plant 
produce that were completely 
unfamiliar to his audience. 

og ukfj;y vkSj iku] nks ,slh 
okuLifrd mit ftuls mlosQ ikBd iwjh 
rjg ls vifjfpr Fks] dk o.kZu djrk gSA 
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The paan  

Read Ibn Battuta’s 
description of the paan: 
The betel is a tree 
which is cultivated in 
the same manner as the 
grape-vine; … The betel 
has no fruit and is 
grown only for the sake 
of its leaves … 

iku  

bCu crwrk }kjk fn;k x;k iku dk 
o.kZu if<+,%  

iku ,d ,slk o`{k gS ftls 
vaxwj&yrk dh rjg gh mxk;k tkrk 
gS_--- iku dk dksbZ iQy ugha gksrk 
vkSj bls osQoy bldh ifÙk;ks a osQ 
fy, gh mxk;k tkrk gS--- 
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The manner of its use is 
that before eating it one 
takes areca nut; this is 
like a nutmeg but is 
broken up until it is 
reduced to small 
pellets, and one places 
these in his mouth and 
chews them. Then he 
takes the leaves of 
betel, puts a little chalk 
on them, and 
masticates them along 
with the betel. 

bls iz;ksx djus dh fofèk ;g gS 
fd bls [kkus ls igys lqikjh yh 
tkrh gS_ ;g tk;iQy tSlh gh 
gksrh gS ij bls rc rd rksM+k 
tkrk gS tc rd blosQ NksVs&NksVs 
VqdM+s ugha gks tkrs_ vkSj bUgsa eq¡g 
esa j[k dj pck;k tkrk gSA blosQ 
ckn iku dh ifÙk;ks a osQ lkFk bUgsa 
pck;k tkrk gSA  
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Ibn Battuta found cities  

bCu crwrk us 'kgjks a dks ik;k  

Exciting opportunities for those 
who had the necessary drive, 
resources and skills  

O;kid voljks a ls Hkjiwj ik;k ftuosQ 
ikl vko';d bPNk] lkèku rFkk 
dkS'ky FkkA 
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Most cities had crowded 
streets and bright and 
colourful markets 

vfèkdka'k 'kgjks a esa HkhM+&HkkM+ 
okyh lM+osaQ rFkk ped&ned 
okys vkSj jaxhu ck”kkj Fks  

Densely populated and 
prosperous 

?kuh vkcknh okys rFkk le`¼ Fks  
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Dehli  

Here is an excerpt from 
Ibn Battuta’s account of 
Delhi, often spelt as 
Dehli in texts of the 
period: The city of Dehli 
covers a wide area and 
has a large population ...  

nsgyh  

fnYyh] ftls rRdkyhu xzaFkks a es a 
vDlj nsgyh uke ls m¼`r fd;k 
x;k Fkk] dk o.kZu bCu crwrk bl 
izdkj djrk gS% fnYyh cM+s {ks=k esa 
iSQyk ?kuh tula[;k okyk 'kgj gS--- 
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The rampart round the 
city is without parallel. 
The breadth of its wall is 
eleven cubits; and inside 
it are houses for the 
night sentry and 
gatekeepers.  

'kgj osQ pkjks a vksj cuh izkphj 
vrqyuh; gS] nhokj dh pkSM+kbZ 
X;kjg gkFk (,d gkFk yxHkx 20 
bap osQ cjkcj) gS_ vkSj blosQ 
Hkhrj jkf=k osQ igjsnkj rFkk }kjikyks a 
osQ d{k gSaA 
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Inside the ramparts, there 
are store-houses for 
storing edibles, 
magazines, ammunition, 
ballistas and siege 
machines. The grains that 
are stored (in these 
ramparts) can last for a 
long time, without rotting 
... In the interior of the 
rampart, horsemen as well 
as infantrymen move from 
one end of the city to 
another 

izkphjks a osQ vanj [kk|lkexzh] 
gfFk;kj] ck:n] iz{ksikL=k rFkk 
?ksjscanh esa dke vkus okyh 
e'khuks a osQ laxzg osQ fy, 
HkaMkjx`g cus gq, Fks--- izkphj 
osQ Hkhrjh Hkkx esa ?kqM+lokj 
rFkk iSny lSfud 'kgj osQ ,d 
ls nwljs Nksj rd vkrs&tkrs gSaA 
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The rampart is pierced 
through by windows which 
open on the side of the 
city, and it is through 
these windows that light 
enters inside. The lower 
part of the rampart is built 
of stone; the upper part of 
bricks. It has many towers 
close to one another. 

izkphj esa f[kM+fd;k¡ cuh gSa 
tks 'kgj dh vksj [kqyrh gSa 
vkSj bUgha f[kM+fd;ks a osQ 
ekè;e ls izdk'k vanj vkrk 
gSA izkphj dk fupyk Hkkx 
iRFkj ls cuk gS tcfd Åijh 
Hkkx b±Vks a lsA blesa ,d nwljs 
osQ ikl&ikl cuh dbZ ehukjs a 
gS aA 
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There are twenty eight 
gates of this city which are 
called darwaza, and of 
these, the Budaun 
darwaza is the greatest; 
inside the Mandwi 
darwaza there is a grain 
market; adjacent to the 
Gul darwaza there is an 
orchard ... 

bl 'kgj osQ v_kbZl }kj gSa 
ftUgsa njok”kk dgk tkrk gS] 
vkSj buesa ls cnk;w¡ njok”kk 
lcls fo'kky gS_ ekaMoh 
njok”ks osQ Hkhrj ,d vukt 
eaMh gS_ xqy njok”ks oQh cxy 
esa ,d iQyks a dk cxhpk gS--- 
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It (the city of Dehli) has a 
fine cemetery in which 
graves have domes over 
them, and those that do 
not have a dome, have an 
arch, for sure. In the 
cemetery they sow 
flowers such as tuberose, 
jasmine, wild rose, etc.; 
and flowers blossom there 
in all seasons.  

bl (nsgyh 'kgj) esa ,d 
csgrjhu O+kQczxkg gS ftlesa 
cuh O+kQczk s a osQ Åij xqacn cukbZ 
xbZ gS vkSj ftu O+kQczk s a ij xq 
acn ugha gS muesa fuf'pr :i 
ls egjkcs gSA O+kQczxkg esa 
oaQnkdkj pesyh rFkk taxyh 
xqykc tSls iwQy mxk, tkrs gSa_ 
vkSj iwQy lHkh ekSleks a es a 
f[kys jgrs gSaA 
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Bazaars were not only places of 
economic transactions, but also 
the hub of social and cultural 
activities.  

ck”kkj ek=k vk£Fkd fofue; osQ LFkku gh 
ugha Fks cfYd ;s lkekftd rFkk vk£Fkd 
xfrfofèk;ks a osQ osaQnz Hkh FksA 

Bazaars had a mosque and a 
temple  

ck”kkjks a esa ,d efLtn rFkk ,d 
eafnj gksrk Fkk 
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Spaces were marked for public 
performances by dancers, 
musicians and singers.  

urZdks a] laxhrdkjks a rFkk xk;dks a osQ 
lkoZtfud izn'kZu osQ fy, LFkku Hkh 
fpfÉr FksA 

Ibn Battuta was not particularly 
concerned with explaining the 
prosperity of towns 

bCu crwrk dh 'kgjks a dh le`f¼ dk 
o.kZu djus esa vf/d #fp ugha Fkh 
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Ibn Battuta found Indian 
agriculture very productive 
because of the fertility of the 
soil 

bCu crwrk us ik;k fd Hkkjrh; o`Qf"k osQ 
bruk vf/d mRiknudkjh gksus dk 
dkj.k feêðh dk mitkÅiu FkkA  

Indian textiles, particularly cotton 
cloth, fine muslins, silks, brocade 
and satin, were in great demand. 

Hkkjrh; diM+ks a] fo'ks"k:i ls lwrh diM+k] 
eghu eyey] js'ke] ”kjh rFkk lkVu dh 
vR;f/d ek¡x FkhA 
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Music in the market  

Read Ibn Battuta’s 
description of 
Daulatabad: In 
Daulatabad there is a 
market place for male 
and female singers, 
which is known as 
Tarababad. It is one of 
the greatest and most 
beautiful bazaars. It has 
numerous shops and 
every shop has a door 
which leads into the 
house of the owner ... 

ck”kkj esa laxhr  

;gk¡ bCu crwrk }kjk nkSyrkckn 
osQ fooj.k ls ,d va'k fn;k tk 
jgk gS% nkSyrkckn esa iq#"k vkSj 
efgyk xk;dksa osQ fy, ,d 
ck”kkj gS ftls rkjkcckn dgrs 
gSaA ;g lcls fo'kky vkSj lqanj 
ck”kkjks a esa ls ,d gSA ;gk¡ cgqr 
lh nqdkusa gS a vkSj izR;sd nqdku 
esa ,d ,slk njok”kk gS tks 
ekfyd osQ vkokl esa [kqyrk gS-- 
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The shops are decorated 
with carpets and at the 
centre of a shop there is a 
swing on which sits the 
female singer. She is 
decked with all kinds of 
finery and her female 
attendants swing her. 

nqdkuks a dks dkyhuks a ls ltk;k 
x;k gS vkSj nqdku osQ eè; esa 
>wyk gS ftl ij xkf;dk cSBrh 
gSA og lHkh izdkj dh HkO; 
oLrqvks a ls lth gksrh gS vkSj 
mldh lsfodk,¡ mls >wyk >qykrh 
gSaA 
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In the middle of the 
market place there 
stands a large cupola, 
which is carpeted and 
decorated and in which 
the chief of the 
musicians takes his 
place every Thursday 
after the dawn prayers, 
accompanied by his 
servants and slaves.  

ck”kkj osQ eè; esa ,d fo'kky 
xqacn [kM+k gS ftlesa dkyhu 
fcNk, x, gSa vkSj ltk;k x;k gS 
blesa izR;sd xq#okj lqcg dh 
bcknr osQ ckn laxhrdkjks a osQ 
izeq[k] vius lsodksa vkSj nklks a 
osQ lkFk LFkku xzg.k djrs gSaA 
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The female singers come 
in successive crowds, 
sing before him and 
dance until dusk after 
which he withdraws. In 
this bazaar there are 
mosques for offering 
prayers ... One of the 
Hindu rulers ...  

xkf;dk,¡ ,d osQ ckn ,d >qaMks a 
esa muosQ le{k vkdj lw;kZLr dk 
xhr xkrh vkSj ukprh gSa ftlosQ 
i'pkr os pys tkrs gSaA bl 
ck”kkj esa bcknr osQ fy, efLtnsa 
cuh gqbZ gSa--- ¯gnw 'kkldksa esa ls 
,d--- 
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The female singers come 
in successive crowds, sing 
before him and dance until 
dusk after which he 
withdraws. In this bazaar 
there are mosques for 
offering prayers ... One of 
the Hindu rulers ... alighted 
at the cupola every time he 
passed by this market 
place, and the female 
singers would sing before 
him. Even some Muslim 
rulers did the same. 

xkf;dk,¡ ,d osQ ckn ,d >qaMks a esa 
muosQ le{k vkdj lw;kZLr dk xhr 
xkrh vkSj ukprh gSa ftlosQ i'pkr 
os pys tkrs gSaA bl ck”kkj esa bcknr 
osQ fy, efLtnsa cuh gqbZ gSa--- ¯gnw 
'kkldks a esa ls ,d--- tc Hkh ck”kkj 
ls xqtjrk Fkk] xqacn esa mrj dj 
vkrk Fkk vkSj xkf;dk,¡ mlosQ le{k 
xku izLrqr djrh FkhA ;gk¡ rd fd 
dbZ eqfLye 'kkld Hkh ,slk gh 
djrs FksA vkiosQ fopkj esa bCu 
crwrk us vius fooj.k esa bu 
xfrfofèk;ks a dks js[kkafdr D;ks a fd;k\ 
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All trade routes were well 
supplied with inns and guest 
houses. 

lHkh O;kikfjd ekxks ± ij ljk; rFkk 
foJke x`g LFkkfir fd, x, FksA  
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Efficiency of the postal 
system which allowed 
merchants to not only send 
information and remit credit 
across long distances, but 
also to dispatch goods 
required at short notice. 

Mkd iz.kkyh dh dk;ZoqQ'kyrk 
ns[kdj pfdr gqvkA blls 
O;kikfj;ks a osQ fy, u osQoy yach 
nwjh rd lwpuk Hkstuk vkSj m/kj 
izsf"kr djuk laHko gqvk cfYd 
vYi lwpuk ij eky Hkstuk HkhA 
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A strange nation?  

The travelogue of Abdur 
Razzaq written in the 
1440s is an interesting 
mixture of emotions and 
perceptions.  

,d fofp=k ns'k\  

1440 osQ n'kd esa fy[kk x;k 
vCnqj j””kkO+kQ dk ;k=kk o`Ùkakr 
laosxks a vkSj vocks/uks a dk ,d 
jkspd feJ.k gSA 
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On the one hand, he did 
not appreciate what he 
saw in the port of Calicut 
(present-day Kozhikode) 
in Kerala, which was 
populated by “a people 
the likes of whom I had 
never imagined”, 
describing them as “a 
strange nation” 

,d vksj osQjy esa dkyhdV 
(vkèkqfud dks”khdksM)] canjxkg 
ij mlus tks ns[kk mls iz'kaluh; 
ugha ekuk] ¶;gk¡ ,sls yksx cls 
gq, Fks ftudh dYiuk eSus dHkh 
Hkh ugha dh FkhA¸ bu yksxks a dks 
mlus ,d ^fofp=k ns'k* crk;kA  
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Later in his visit to India, 
he arrived in Mangalore, 
and crossed the Western 
Ghats. Here he saw a 
temple that filled him 
with admiration:  

Within three leagues 
(about nine miles of 
Mangalore, I saw an idol-
house the likes of which 
is not to be found in all 
the world.  

dkykarj esa viuh Hkkjr ;k=kk osQ 
nkSjku og eaxykSj vk;k] vkSj 
if'peh ?kkV dks ikj fd;kA ;gk¡ 
mlus ,d eafnj ns[kk ftlus mls 
iz'kalk ls Hkj fn;kµ  

eaxykSj ls ukS ehy osQ Hkhrj gh] 
eSaus ,d ,slk iwtk&LFky ns[kk 
tks iwjs fo'o esa vrqyuh; gSA 
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It was a square, 
approximately ten yards 
a side, five yards in 
height, all covered with 
cast bronze, with four 
porticos. In the entrance 
portico was a statue in 
the likeness of a human 
being, full stature, made 
of gold. It had two red 
rubies for eyes, so 
cunningly made that you 
would say it could see. 
What craft and 
artisanship! 

;g oxkZdkj Fkk ftldh izR;sd 
Hkqtk yxHkx nl xt] Å¡pkbZ ik¡p 
x”k Fkh vkSj tks pkj }kj&eaMiks a 
osQ lkFk] iwjh rjg ls <¡dk gqvk 
FkkA izos'k}kj osQ }kj&eaMi esa lksus 
dh cuh ,d ewfrZ Fkh tks ekuo 
vko`Qfr tSlh rFkk vknedn FkhA 
bldh nksuks a vk¡[kks a esa dkys jax osQ 
ekf.kd bruh prqjkbZ ls yxk, x, 
Fks fd izrhr gksrk Fkk ekuks og 
ns[k ldrh gks aA bl f'kYi vkSj 
dkjhxjh osQ D;k dgus!  
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On horse and on foot  

This is how Ibn Battuta 
describes the postal 
system:  

In India the postal 
system is of two kinds. 
The horsepost, called 
uluq, is run by royal 
horses stationed at a 
distance of every four 
miles. 

?kksM+ s ij vkSj iSny  

Mkd O;oLFkk dk o.kZu bCu crwrk 
bl izdkj djrk gS%  

Hkkjr esa nks izdkj dh Mkd 
O;oLFkk gSA v'o Mkd O;oLFkk 
ftls myqd dgk tkrk gS] gj pkj 
ehy dh nwjh ij LFkkfir jktdh; 
?kksM+k s a }kjk pkfyr gksrh gSA 
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This is how Ibn Battuta 
describes the postal 
system:  

In India the postal system 
is of two kinds. The 
horsepost, called uluq, is 
run by royal horses 
stationed at a distance of 
every four miles. 

Mkd O;oLFkk dk o.kZu bCu crwrk 
bl izdkj djrk gS%  

Hkkjr esa nks izdkj dh Mkd 
O;oLFkk gSA v'o Mkd O;oLFkk 
ftls myqd dgk tkrk gS] gj pkj 
ehy dh nwjh ij LFkkfir jktdh; 
?kksM+k s a }kjk pkfyr gksrh gSA 
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The foot-post has three 
stations per mile; it is 
called dawa, that is one-
third of a mile ... Now, at 
every third of a mile 
there is a wellpopulated 
village, outside which are 
three pavilions in which 
sit men with girded loins 
ready to start. Each of 
them carries a rod, two 
cubits in length, with 
copper bells at the top 

iSny Mkd O;oLFkk osQ izfr ehy 
rhu voLFkku gksrs gSa_ bls nkok 
dgk tkrk gS] vkSj ;g ,d ehy 
dk ,d&frgkbZ gksrk gS--- vc] gj 
rhu ehy ij ?kuh vkcknh okyk 
,d xk¡o gksrk gS ftlosQ ckgj 
rhu eaMi gksrs gSa ftuesa yksx 
dk;Z vkjaHk osQ fy, rS;kj cSBs 
jgrs gSaA muesa ls izR;sd osQ ikl 
nks gkFk yach ,d NM+ gksrh gS 
ftlosQ Åij rk¡cs dh ?kafV;k¡ yxh 
gksrh gSaA  
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When the courier starts 
from the city he holds the 
letter in one hand and the 
rod with its bells on the 
other; and he runs as fast 
as he can. When the men 
in the pavilion hear the 
ringing of the bell they get 
ready. As soon as the 
courier reaches them, one 
of them takes the letter 
from his hand and runs at 
top speed shaking the rod 
all the while until he 
reaches the next dawa. 

tc lans'kokgd 'kgj ls ;k=kk 
vkjaHk djrk gS rks ,d gkFk esa 
i=k rFkk nwljs esa ?kafV;ks a lfgr 
NM+ fy, og {kerkuqlkj rs”k 
Hkkxrk gSA tc eaMi esa cSBs yksx 
?kafV;ks a dh vkok”k lqurs gSa rks os 
rS;kj gks tkrs gSaA tSls gh 
lans'kokgd muosQ ikl igq¡prk gS] 
muesa ls ,d mlls i=k ysrk gS 
vkSj og NM+ fgykrs gq, iwjh 
rkdr ls nkSM+rk gS] tc rd og 
vxys nkok rd ugha igq¡p tkrkA 
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And the same process 
continues till the letter 
reaches its destination. 
This foot-post is quicker 
than the horse-post; and 
often it is used to transport 
the fruits of Khurasan 
which are much desired in 
India 

i=k osQ vius xarO; LFkku rd 
igq¡pus rd ;gh izfozQ;k pyrh 
jgrh gSA ;g iSny Mkd O;oLFkk 
v'o Mkd O;oLFkk ls 
vfèkd&rhoz gksrh gS_ vkSj bldk 
iz;ksx vdlj [kqjklku osQ iQyks a 
osQ ifjogu osQ fy, gksrk gS] 
ftUgsa Hkkjr esa cgqr ilan fd;k 
tkrk gSA 
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If Ibn Battuta chose to describe 
everything that impressed and 
excited him because of its 
novelty, François Bernier 
belonged to a different 
intellectual tradition.  

tgk¡ bCu crwrk us gj ml ph”k dk 
o.kZu djus dk fu'p; fd;k ftlus 
mls vius vuwBsiu osQ dkj.k izHkkfor 
vkSj mRlqd fd;k] ogha c£u;j ,d 
fHkUu cqf¼thoh ijaijk ls lacaf/r FkkA 

Bernier and the “Degenerate” East  

c£u;j rFkk ¶vifodflr¸ iwoZ 
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He was far more preoccupied 
with comparing and contrasting 
what he saw in India with the 
situation in Europe in general 
and France in particular, 
focusing on situations which he 
considered depressing 

mlus Hkkjr esa tks Hkh ns[kk] og mldh 
lkekU; :i ls ;wjksi vkSj fo'ks"k :i 
ls izQkal esa O;kIr fLFkfr;ks a ls rqyuk 
rFkk fHkUurk dks mtkxj djus osQ izfr 
vf/d ¯pfrr Fkk] fo'ks"k :i ls os 
fLFkfr;k¡ ftUgsa mlus volkndkjh ik;kA  
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Bernier’s Travels in the Mughal 
Empire is marked by detailed 
observations, critical insights 
and reflection 

c£u;j osQ xz aFk VSªoYl bu n eqX+ky 
,Eik;j vius xgu izs{k.k] 
vkykspukRed varn`Zf"V rFkk xgu ¯pru 
osQ fy, mYys[kuh; gSA  
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He constantly compared Mughal 
India with contemporary Europe 

og fujarj eqX+kydkyhu Hkkjr dh rqyuk 
rRdkyhu ;wjksi ls djrk jgk 
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India is presented as the 
inverse of Europe. He also 
ordered the perceived 
differences hierarchically, so 
that India appeared to be 
inferior to the Western world. 

Hkkjr dks ;wjksi osQ izfrykse osQ :i esa 
fn[kk;k x;k gS] ;k fiQj ;wjksi dk 
^^foijhr** tSlk fd oqQN bfrgkldkj 
ifjHkkf"kr djrs gSaA mlus tks fHkUurk,¡ 
eglwl dha mUgsa Hkh inkuqozQe osQ 
vuqlkj ozQec¼ fd;k] ftlls Hkkjr] 
if'peh nqfu;k dks fuEu dksfV dk 
izrhr gksA 
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Widespread poverty 

Pelsaert, a Dutch traveller, 
visited the subcontinent 
during the early decades of 
the seventeenth century. 

O;kid xjhch  

isylVZ uked ,d Mp ;k=kh us 
l=kgoha 'krkCnh osQ vkjafHkd n'kdks a 
esa miegk}hi dh ;k=kk dh FkhA 
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Like Bernier, he was 
shocked to see the 
widespread poverty, 
“poverty so great and 
miserable that the life of 
the people can be depicted 
or accurately described 
only as the home of stark 
want and the dwelling 
place of bitter woe”.  

c£u;j dh gh rjg og Hkh yksxks a 
esa O;kid xjhch ns[kdj vpafHkr 
FkkA yksx ¶bruh vf/d rFkk nq[kn 
xjhch¸ esa jgrs gSa fd ¶buosQ 
thou dks ek=k furkar vHkko osQ 
?kj rFkk dBksj d"V nqHkkZX; osQ 
vkokl osQ :i esa fpf=kr vFkok 
Bhd izdkj ls of.kZr fd;k tk 
ldrk gSA¸ 
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Holding the state 
responsible, he says: “So 
much is wrung from the 
peasants that even dry 
bread is scarcely left to fill 
their stomachs.” 

jkT; dks mÙkjnk;h Bgjkrs gq,] og 
dgrk gS% ¶Ñ"kdks a dks bruk vfèkd 
fupksM+k tkrk gS fd isV Hkjus osQ 
fy, muosQ ikl lw[kh jksVh Hkh 
eqf'dy ls cprh gSA¸ 
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According to Bernier  

c£u;j osQ vuqlkj 

Differences between Mughal 
India and Europe was the lack 
of private property in land in the 
former.  

Hkkjr vkSj ;wjksi osQ chp ewy 
fHkUurkvks a esa ls ,d Hkkjr esa futh 
HkwLokfeRo dk vHkko FkkA 
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Owing to crown ownership of 
land, argued Bernier, 
landholders could not pass on 
their land to their children.  

jktdh; HkwLokfeRo osQ dkj.k] c£u;j 
roZQ nsrk gS] Hkwèkkjd vius cPpks a dks 
Hkwfe ugha ns ldrs FksA 

Mughal Empire the emperor 
owned all the land and 
distributed it among his nobles 

eqX+ky lkezkT; esa lezkV lkjh Hkwfe dk 
Lokeh Fkk tks bls vius vehjks a osQ chp 
ck¡Vrk Fkk 
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The poorest of the poor and 
the richest of the rich, there 
was no social group or class 
worth the name. Bernier 
confidently asserted: “There 
is no middle state in India.”  

xjhcks a esa lcls xjhc rFkk vehjks a esa 
lcls vehj O;fDr osQ chp ukeek=k 
dks Hkh dksbZ lkekftd lewg ;k oxZ 
ugha FkkA c£u;j cgqr fo'okl ls 
dgrk gS] ¶Hkkjr esa eè; dh fLFkfr 
osQ yksx ugha gSA¸ 



THROUGH THE EYES OF TRAVELLERS 
PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY  
c. tenth to seventeenth century 

;kf=k;ks a osQ u”kfj, lekt osQ ckjs esa 
mudh le>  

yxHkx nloha ls l=kgoha lnh rd 

THEME 
FIVE 

The poor peasant  

An excerpt from Bernier’s 
description of the 
peasantry in the 
countryside:  

Of the vast tracts of 
country constituting the 
empire of Hindustan, many 
are little more than sand, 
or barren mountains, badly 
cultivated, and thinly 
populated. 

x+jhc fdlku  

;gk¡ c£u;j }kjk xzkeh.k vapy esa 
o`Q"kdks a osQ fo"k; esa fn, x, 
fooj.k ls ,d m¼j.k fn;k tk 
jgk gS%  

¯gnqLrku osQ lkezkT; osQ fo'kky 
xzkeh.k vapyksa esa ls dbZ osQoy 
jsrhyh Hkwfe;k¡ ;k catj ioZr gh 
gSaA ;gk¡ dh [ksrh vPNh ugha gS 
vkSj bu bykdksa dh vkcknh Hkh 
de gSA 
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Even a considerable portion 
of the good land remains 
untilled for want of 
labourers; many of whom 
perish in consequence of 
the bad treatment they 
experience from Governors.  

;gk¡ rd fd o`Qf"k;ksX; Hkwfe dk 
,d cM+k fgLlk Hkh Jfedksa osQ 
vHkko esa o`Qf"k foghu jg tkrk gS_ 
buesa ls dbZ Jfed xouZjks a }kjk 
fd, x, cqjs O;ogkj osQ 
iQyLo:i ej tkrs gSaA 
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The poor people, when 
they become incapable of 
discharging the demands 
of their rapacious lords, 
are not only often deprived 
of the means of 
subsistence, but are also 
made to lose their children, 
who are carried away as 
slaves. 

xjhc yksx tc vius yksHkh 
Lokfe;ks a dh ek¡xks a dks iwjk djus 
esa vleFkZ gks tkrs gSa rks mUgsa u 
osQoy thou&fuoZgu osQ lkèkuks a 
ls oafpr dj fn;k tkrk gS] 
cfYd mUgsa vius cPpks a ls Hkh 
gkFk èkksuk iM+rk gS] ftUgsa nkl 
cuk dj ys tk;k tkrk gSA 
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Thus, it happens that the 
peasantry, driven to despair 
by so excessive a tyranny, 
abandon the country.  

bl izdkj ,slk gksrk gS fd bl 
vR;ar fujaoqQ'krk ls grk'k gks 
fdlku xk¡o NksM+dj pys tkrs gSaA 
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In this instance, Bernier 
was participating in 
contemporary debates in 
Europe concerning the 
nature of state and society, 
and intended that his 
description of Mughal India 
would serve as a warning 
to those who did not 
recognise the “merits” of 
private property. 

bl m¼j.k esa c£u;j jkT; vkSj 
lekt ls lacaf/r ;wjksi esa 
izpfyr rRdkyhu fooknks a es a Hkkx 
ys jgk Fkk] vkSj mldk iz;kl Fkk 
fd eqx+y dkyhu Hkkjr ls 
lacaf/r mldk fooj.k ;wjksi esa 
mu yksxks a osQ fy, ,d psrkouh 
dk dk;Z djsxk tks futh LokfeRo 
dh ¶vPNkb;ks a¸ dks Lohdkj ugha 
djrs FksA 



THROUGH THE EYES OF TRAVELLERS 
PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY  
c. tenth to seventeenth century 

;kf=k;ks a osQ u”kfj, lekt osQ ckjs esa 
mudh le>  

yxHkx nloha ls l=kgoha lnh rd 

THEME 
FIVE 

A warning for Europe 

Bernier warned that if 
European kings followed 
the Mughal model: Their 
kingdoms would be very 
far from being 
wellcultivated and 
peopled, so well built, so 
rich, so polite and 
flourishing as we see 
them. 

;wjksi osQ fy, ,d psrkouh  

c£u;j psrkouh nsrk gS fd ;fn 
;wjksih; 'kkldksa us eqX+ky <k¡ps dk 
vuqlj.k fd;k rks % muosQ jkT; 
bl izdkj vPNh rjg ls tqrs 
vkSj cls gq,] bruh vPNh rjg 
ls fufeZr] brus le`¼] brus 
lqf'k"V rFkk iQyrs&iwQyrs ugha jg 
tk,¡xs tSlk fd ge mUgsa ns[krs 
gSaA 
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Our kings are otherwise 
rich and powerful; and we 
must avow that they are 
much better and more 
royally served. They would 
soon be kings of deserts 
and solitudes, of beggars 
and barbarians, such as 
those are whom I have 
been representing (the 
Mughals) … 

nwljh n`f"V ls gekjs 'kkld vehj 
vkSj 'kfDr'kkyh gSa_ vkSj gesa ;g 
Lohdkj djuk pkfg, fd mudh 
vkSj csgrj vkSj jktlh <ax ls 
lsok gksA os tYn gh jsfxLrku 
rFkk futZu LFkkuks a osQ] fHk[kkfj;ks a 
rFkk ozwQj yksxks a osQ jktk cudj 
jg tk,¡xs tSls fd os ftuosQ 
fo"k; esa eSaus o.kZu fd;k gSA 
(eqX+ky 'kkld) --- 



THROUGH THE EYES OF TRAVELLERS 
PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY  
c. tenth to seventeenth century 

;kf=k;ks a osQ u”kfj, lekt osQ ckjs esa 
mudh le>  

yxHkx nloha ls l=kgoha lnh rd 

THEME 
FIVE 

We should find the great 
Cities and the great 
Burroughs (boroughs) 
rendered uninhabitable 
because of ill air, and to 
fall to ruine (ruin) without 
any bodies (anybody) 
taking care of repairing 
them; the hillocks 
abandon’d, and the fields 
overspread with bushes, or 
fill’d with pestilential 
marishes (marshes), as 
hath been already 
intimated. 

ge mu egku 'kgjks a vkSj uxjks a 
dks [kjkc gok osQ dkj.k u jgus 
;ksX; voLFkk esa ik,¡xs] rFkk 
fouk'k dh fLFkfr esa] ftuosQ 
th.kks Z¼kj dh fdlh dks fpark 
ugha gS] O;Dr Vhys vkSj >kfM+;ks a 
vFkok ?kkrd nyny ls Hkjs gq, 
[ksr] tSlk fd igys gh crk;k 
x;k gSA 
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 Bernier saw the Mughal Empire – 
its king was the king of “beggars 
and barbarians”; its cities and 
towns were ruined and 
contaminated with “ill air”; and 
its fields, “overspread with 
bushes” and full of “pestilential 
marishes”.  

c£u;j us eqX+ky lkezkT; dks bl :i esa 
ns[kkµbldk jktk ¶fHk[kkfj;ks a vkSj ozwQj 
yksxks a¸ dk jktk Fkk_ blosQ 'kgj vkSj 
uxj fou"V rFkk ¶[kjkc gok¸ ls nwf"kr 
Fks_ vkSj blosQ [ksr ¶>kM+hnkj¸ rFkk 
¶?kkrd nyny¸ ls Hkjs gq, Fks 
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 And, all this was because of 
one reason: crown ownership 
of land.  

 vkSj bldk ek=k ,d gh dkj.k Fkkµ 
jktdh; HkwLokfeRoA 
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None of the Mughal official 
documents suggest that the 
state was the sole owner of 
land.  

,d Hkh ljdkjh eqX+ky nLrkos”k ;g 
bafxr ugha djrk fd jkT; gh Hkwfe dk 
,dek=k Lokeh FkkA 

French philosopher Montesquieu  

izQkalhlh nk'kZfud ekWUVsLD;w 
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 Account to develop the idea of oriental 
despotism, according to which rulers in 
Asia (the Orient or the East) enjoyed 
absolute authority over their subjects, 
who were kept in conditions of 
subjugation and poverty, arguing that all 
land belonged to the king and that 
private property was non-existent.  

 izkP; fujaoqQ'kokn osQ fl¼kar dks fodflr djus esa 
fd;k] ftlosQ vuqlkj ,f'k;k (izkP; vFkok iwoZ) 
esa 'kkld viuh iztk osQ Åij fuckZ/ izHkqRo dk 
miHkksx djrs Fks] ftls nklrk vkSj xjhch dh 
fLFkfr;ks a es a j[kk tkrk FkkA bl roZQ dk vk/kj ;g 
Fkk fd lkjh Hkwfe ij jktk dk LokfeRo gksrk Fkk 
rFkk futh laifÙk vfLrRo esa ugha FkhA 
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 According to this view, 
everybody, except the 
emperor and his nobles, 
barely managed to 
survive.  

 bl n`f"Vdks.k osQ vuqlkj jktk 
vkSj mlosQ vehj oxZ dks NksM+ 
izR;sd O;fDr eqf'dy ls 
xqtj&clj dj ikrk FkkA 
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Bernier’s  

cfuZ;u dk  

Felt that artisans had no 
incentive to improve the quality 
of their manufactures  

f'kYidkjks a osQ ikl vius mRiknks a dks 
csgrj cukus dk dksbZ izksRlkgu ugha Fkk 
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Manufactures were, consequently, 
everywhere in decline  

mRiknu gj txg iruksUeq[k FkkA 

Quantities of the world’s precious 
metals flowed into India, as 
manufactures were exported in 
exchange for gold and silver  

iwjs fo'o ls cM+h ek=kk esa cgqewY; /krq,¡ 
Hkkjr esa vkrh Fkha D;ks afd mRiknks a dk 
lksus vkSj pk¡nh osQ cnys fu;kZr gksrk FkkA 
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A different socio-economic 
scenario  

Read this excerpt from 
Bernier’s description of both 
agriculture and craft 
production : 

,d fHkUu lkekftd&vkfFkZd 
ifjn`';  

c£u;j osQ o`Ùkkar ls fy, x, bl 
m¼j.k dks if<+, ftlesa Ñf"k rFkk 
f'kYi&mRiknu nksuks a dk fooj.k 
fn;k x;k gS% 
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It is important to observe, 
that of this vast tract of 
country, a large portion is 
extremely fertile; the large 
kingdom of Bengale 
(Bengal), for instance, 
surpassing Egypt itself, 
not only in the production 
of rice, corn, and other 
necessaries of life, but of 
innumerable articles of 
commerce which are not 
cultivated in Egypt; such 
as silks, cotton, and 
indigo. 

;g è;ku nsuk vko';d gS fd bl 
ns'k osQ foLr`r Hkw&Hkkx dk 
vf/dka'k Hkkx vR;f/d mitkÅ 
gS_ mnkgj.k osQ fy,] caxky dk 
fo'kky jkT; tks felz ls u osQoy 
pkoy] edbZ rFkk thou dh vU; 
vko';d oLrqvks a osQ mRiknu esa] 
cfYd mu vufxur okf.kfT;d 
oLrqvks a osQ lanHkZ esa] tks felz esa 
Hkh ugha mxkbZ tkrha] tSls js'ke] 
dikl rFkk uhy dgha vkxs gS 
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There are also many parts of 
the Indies, where the 
population is sufficiently 
abundant, and the land 
pretty well tilled; and where 
the artisan, although 
naturally indolent, is yet 
compelled by necessity or 
otherwise to employ himself 
in manufacturing carpets, 
brocades, embroideries, gold 
and silver cloths, and the 
various sorts of silk and 
cotton goods, which are 
used in the country or 
exported abroad. 

Hkkjr osQ dbZ ,sls Hkkx Hkh gSa tgk¡ 
tula[;k i;kZIr gS vkSj Hkwfe ij [ksrh 
vPNh gksrh gS_ vkSj tgk¡ ,d 
f'kYidkj tks gkyk¡fd ewy :i ls 
vkylh gksrk gS] vko';drk ls ;k 
fdlh vU; dkj.k ls vius vki dks 
xyhpks a] ”kjh] dlhnkdkjh d<+kbZ] lksus 
vkSj pk¡nh osQ oL=kks a] rFkk fofHkUu 
izdkj osQ js'ke rFkk lwrh oL=kks a] tks 
ns'k esa Hkh iz;ksx gksrs gSa vkSj fons'k 
esa fu;kZr fd, tkrs gSa] osQ fuekZ.k 
dk dk;Z djus osQ fy, ckè; gks 
tkrk gSA 
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It should not escape notice 
that gold and silver, after 
circulating in every other 
quarter of the globe, come 
at length to be swallowed 
up, lost in some measure, in 
Hindustan. 

;g Hkh ugha Hkwyuk pkfg, fd iwjs 
fo'o osQ lHkh Hkkxks a esa lapyu osQ 
i'pkr lksuk vkSj pk¡nh Hkkjr esa 
vkdj oqQN gn rd [kks tkrk gSA 
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The imperial karkhanas 

Bernier is perhaps the only 
historian who provides a 
detailed account of the 
working of the imperial 
karkhanas or workshops: 

jktdh; dkj[kkus  

laHkor% c£u;j ,dek=k ,slk 
bfrgkldkj gS tks jktdh; dkj[kkuks a 
dh dk;Ziz.kkyh dk foLr`r fooj.k 
iznku djrk gS% 
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Large halls are seen at 
many places, called 
karkhanas or workshops for 
the artisans. In one hall, 
embroiderers are busily 
employed, superintended by 
a master. 

dbZ LFkkuks a ij cM+s d{k fn[kkbZ nsrs 
gSa ftUgsa dkj[kkuk vFkok f'kYidkjks a 
dh dk;Z'kkyk dgrs gSaA ,d d{k esa 
dlhnkdkj ,d ekLVj osQ fujh{k.k 
esa O;Lrrk ls dk;Zjr jgrs gSaA 
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In another, you see the 
goldsmiths; in a third, 
painters; in a fourth, 
varnishers in lacquer-work; 
in a fifth, joiners, turners, 
tailors and shoe-makers; in 
a sixth, manufacturers of 
silk, brocade and fine 
muslins … 

,d vU; esa vki lqukjks a dks ns[krs 
gSa_ rhljs esa] fp=kdkj_ pkSFks es a] 
izyk{kk jl dk jksxu yxkus okys_ 
ik¡posa esa c<+bZ] [kjknh] nthZ rFkk 
twrs cukus okys_ NBs esa js'ke] tjh 
rFkk eghu eyey dk dke djus 
okys--- 
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The artisans come every 
morning to their karkhanas 
where they remain 
employed the whole day; 
and in the evening return 
to their homes. In this 
quiet regular manner, their 
time glides away; no one 
aspiring for any 
improvement in the 
condition of life wherein 
he happens to be born. 

f'kYidkj vius dkj[kkuks a esa gj 
jks”k lqcg vkrs gSa tgk¡ os iwjs fnu 
dk;Zjr jgrs gSa_ vkSj 'kke dks 
vius&vius ?kj pys tkrs gSaA blh 
fu'ps"V fu;fer <ax ls mudk 
le; chrrk tkrk gS_ dksbZ Hkh 
thou dh mu fLFkfr;ks a esa lq/kj 
djus dk bPNqd ugha gS ftuesa og 
iSnk gqvk FkkA  
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15 per cent of the population lived 
in towns.  

ianzg izfr'kr Hkkx uxjks a esa jgrk FkkA 

On average, higher than the 
proportion of urban population in 
Western Europe  

;g vkSlru mlh le; if'peh ;wjksi dh 
uxjh; tula[;k osQ vuqikr ls vf/d 
FkkA 
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Bernier described Mughal 
cities as “camp towns”, by 
which he meant towns that 
owed their existence, and 
depended for their survival, on 
the imperial camp.  

cfuZ;j eqX+kydkyhu 'kgjks a dks ¶f'kfoj 
uxj¸ dgrk gS] ftlls mldk vk'k; 
mu uxjks a ls Fkk tks vius vfLrRo 
vkSj cus jgus osQ fy, jktdh; f'kfoj 
ij fuHkZj FksA 
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There were all kinds of towns: 
manufacturing towns, trading 
towns, port-towns, sacred 
centres, pilgrimage towns, etc. 
Their existence is an index of the 
prosperity of merchant 
communities and professional 
classes.  

okLro esa lHkh izdkj osQ uxj vfLrRo esa 
Fks% mRiknu osaQnz] O;kikfjd uxj] canjxkg 
uxj] /kfeZd osaQnz] rhFkZ LFkku vkfnA 
budk vfLrRo le`¼ O;kikfjd leqnk;ks a 
rFkk O;kolkf;d oxks ± osQ vfLrRo dk 
lwpd gSA 
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Slave women  

Ibn Battuta informs us: It is 
the habit of the emperor ... 
to keep with every noble, 
great or small, one of his 
slaves who spies on the 
nobles. 

nkfl;k¡  

bCu crwrk gesa crkrk gS% ;g lezkV 
dh vknr gS--- gj cM+s ;k NksVs 
vehj osQ lkFk vius nklks a esa ls 
,d dks j[kus dh tks mlosQ vehjks a 
dh eq[kfcjh djrk gSA 
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He also appoints female 
scavengers who enter the 
houses unannounced; and 
to them the slave girls 
communicate all the 
information they possess. 
Most female slaves were 
captured in raids and 
expeditions. 

og efgyk liQkbZ deZpkfj;ks a dks 
Hkh fu;qDr djrk gS tks fcuk crk, 
?kj esa nkf[ky gks tkrh gSa% vkSj 
nkfl;ks a osQ ikl tks Hkh tkudkjh 
gksrh gS] os mUgsa ns nsrh gSaA 
vf/dka'k nkfl;ks a dks geyksa vkSj 
vfHk;kuks a osQ nkSjku cyiwoZd izkIr 
fd;k tkrk FkkA 
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The child sati  

This is perhaps one of the 
most poignant descriptions 
by Bernier:  

At Lahore I saw a most 
beautiful young widow 
sacrificed, who could not, I 
think, have been more than 
twelve years of age. 

lrh ckfydk  

;g laHkor% c£u;j osQ o`Ùkkar osQ 
lcls ekfeZd fooj.kks a es a ls ,d 
gS%  

ykgkSj esa eSaus ,d cgqr gh lqanj 
vYio;Ld fo/ok ftldh vk;q 
esjs fopkj esa ckjg o"kZ ls vf/d 
ugha Fkh] dh cfy gksrs gq, ns[khA 
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The poor little creature 
appeared more dead than 
alive when she approached 
the dreadful pit: the agony 
of her mind cannot be 
described;  

ml Hk;kud uoZQ dh vksj tkrs gq, 
og vlgk; NksVh cPph thfor ls 
vf/d e`r izrhr gks jgh Fkh_ mlosQ 
efLr"d dh O;Fkk dk o.kZu ugha 
fd;k tk ldrk_ 
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She trembled and wept 
bitterly; but three or four 
of the Brahmanas, 
assisted by an old woman 
who held her under the 
arm, forced the unwilling 
victim toward the fatal 
spot, seated her on the 
wood, tied her hands and 
feet, lest she should run 
away, and in that situation 
the innocent creature was 
burnt alive.  

og dk¡irs gq, cqjh rjg ls jks jgh 
Fkh_ ysfdu rhu ;k pkj czkã.k] 
,d cw<+h vkSjr] ftlus mls viuh 
vkLrhu osQ uhps nck;k gqvk Fkk] 
dh lgk;rk ls ml vfuPNqd 
ihfM+rk dks tcju ?kkrd LFky dh 
vksj ys x,] mls ydfM+;ks a ij 
CkSBk;k] mlosQ gkFk vkSj iSj ck¡/ 
fn, rkfd og Hkkx u tk, vkSj 
bl fLFkfr esa ml eklwe izk.kh dks 
f”kUnk tyk fn;k x;kA 
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I found it difficult to repress 
my feelings and to prevent 
their bursting forth into 
clamorous and unavailing 
rage … 

eSa viuh Hkkoukvks a dks nckus esa vkSj 
muosQ dksykgyiw.kZ rFkk O;FkZ osQ 
Øks/ dks ckgj vkus ls jksdus esa 
vleFkZ Fkk--- 



THROUGH THE EYES OF TRAVELLERS 
PERCEPTIONS OF SOCIETY  
c. tenth to seventeenth century 

;kf=k;ks a osQ u”kfj, lekt osQ ckjs esa 
mudh le>  

yxHkx nloha ls l=kgoha lnh rd 

THEME 
FIVE 

Travellers who left written 
accounts were generally 
men  

ftu ;kf=k;ks a us vius fyf[kr o`Ùkkar 
NksM+ s os lkekU;r;k iq#"k Fks  

Took social inequities for 
granted as a “natural” state of 
affairs. 

os lkekftd i{kikr dks ¶lkekU;¸ 
ifjfLFkfr eku ysrs FksA 

Women Slaves, Sati and Labourers 

efgyk,¡ % nkfl;k¡] lrh rFkk Jfed 
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Slaves were openly sold in 
markets, like any other 
commodity, and were regularly 
exchanged as gifts.  

ck”kkjks a esa nkl fdlh Hkh vU; oLrq dh 
rjg [kqys vke csps tkrs Fks vkSj 
fu;fer :i ls Hks aVLo:i fn, tkrs FksA 
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 Ibn Battuta’s account that there 
was considerable differentiation 
among slaves.  

 bCu crwrk osQ fooj.k ls izrhr gksrk gS 
fd nklks a esa dkI+kQh foHksn FkkA 
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 Some female slaves in the 
service of the Sultan were 
experts in music and dance, 
and Ibn Battuta enjoyed their 
performance at the wedding of 
the Sultan’s sister  

 lqYrku dh lsok esa dk;Zjr oqQN 
nkfl;k¡ laxhr vkSj xk;u esa fuiq.k Fkha] 
vkSj bCu crwrk lqYrku dh cgu dh 
'kknh osQ volj ij muosQ izn'kZu ls 
[kwc vkuafnr gqvkA 
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Female slaves were also 
employed by the Sultan to 
keep a watch on his nobles.  

lqYrku vius vehjks a ij u”kj j[kus 
osQ fy, nkfl;ks a dks Hkh fu;qDr djrk 
FkkA 

Slaves were generally used 
for domestic labour  

nklks a dks lkekU;r% ?kjsyw Je osQ 
fy, gh bLrseky fd;k tkrk Fkk 
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Price of slaves, particularly 
female slaves required for 
domestic labour, was very low, 
and most families who could 
afford to do so kept at least 
one or two of them.  

nklks a dh dher] fo'ks"k :i ls mu 
nkfl;ks a dh] ftudh vko';drk ?kjsyw 
Je osQ fy, Fkh] cgqr de gksrh Fkh 
vkSj vfèkdka'k ifjokj tks mUgsa j[k 
ikus esa leFkZ Fks] de ls de ,d ;k 
nks dks rks j[krs gh FksA 
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Bernier chose the practice of 
sati for detailed description. 
He noted that while some 
women seemed to embrace 
death cheerfully, others were 
forced to die.  

c£u;j us lrh izFkk dks foLr`r 
fooj.k osQ fy, pqukA mlus fy[kk fd 
gkyk¡fd oqQN efgyk,¡ izlUurk ls 
e`R;q dks xys yxk ysrh Fkha] vU; dks 
ejus osQ fy, ckè; fd;k tkrk FkkA 
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Women from merchant families 
participated in commercial 
activities  

O;kikfjd ifjokjks a ls vkus okyh 
efgyk,¡ O;kikfjd xfrfof/;ks a esa 
fgLlk ysrh Fkha 
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