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Extension of agriculture Into
forested areas transformed the
lives of forest dwellers; craft
specialists often emerged as
distinct social groups; the unequal
distribution of wealth sharpened
socilal differences.
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Mahabharata, a colossal epic
running In Its present form into
over 100,000 verses with
depictions of a wide range of social
categories and situations
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Texts lay down norms of social
behaviour; others describe and
occasionally comment on a wide

range of social situations and
practices.

A terracotta sculpture
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THE CRITICAL EDITION OF THE MAHABHARATA
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It meant collecting Sanskrit manuscripts
of the text, written In a variety of scripts,
from different parts of the country.
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The project took 47 years to complete.
Two things became apparent. there

qawfrm i were several common elements in the
' """narnﬂf:-‘ath# '

S qT s Sanskrit versions of the story, evident
e ! in manuscripts found all over the
0 subcontinent
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Kinship and Marriage (Many Rules and Varied Practices)

SYar ©d faae (3F® | iR =aer &t fafa=a)

Families are usually parts of larger
networks of people defined as
relatives, or to use a more technical
term, Kkinfolk.
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Terms for family and kin

Sanskrit texts use the term kula to
designate families and jnati for the
larger network of kinfolk. The term

vamsha iIs used for lineage.
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Patriliny means tracing descent from

father to son, grandson and so on.
Matriliny iIs the term used when

descent is traced through the mother.
frqafra &1 otf 3 3@ 9w W &
foar & 1@ fAR O, woiy enf @ <ot
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Mahabharata
HelHIId
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Feud over land and power
between two groups of cousins,
the Kauravas and the Pandavas,
who belonged to a single ruling
family, that of the Kurus, a
lineage dominating one of the
Janapadas
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Conflict ended In a battle, in which
the Pandavas emerged victorious.
After that, patrilineal succession

was proclaimed.
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Under patriliny, sons could claim
the resources (including the
throne In the case of Kings) of
their fathers when the latter died.
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Under patriliny, sons could claim the
resources (including the throne In the
case of kings) of their fathers when

the latter died.
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Producing “fine sons”

Here I1s an excerpt of a mantra from the
Rigveda, which was probably inserted In
the text c. 1000 BCE, to be chanted by the
priest while conducting the marriage
ritual. It I1Is used In many Hindu weddings
even today:
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free her from here, but not from there. | have

pound her firmly there, so that through the grace of

ndra she will have fine sons and be fortunate In her
nusband’s love.

% 39 98l § Yo Il € fopg @@l @ &I 29 3@ 98l
Tt @ Ty feen ® @ 3% % orgue © Tk
SU9 IF @8 3R ufd & U9 w1 WErg 3@ 9 e

Indra was one of the principal deities, a god of
valour, warfare and rain. “Here” and “there” refer to
the father’s and husband’s house respectively.
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However, after the premature death of
Pandu, Dhritarashtra became king, as
the royal princes were still very young.
As the princes grew up together, the
citizens of Hastinapura began to
express their preference for the

Pandavas, for they were more capable
and virtuous than the Kauravas.

frg wig H1 UMEAE TG & a8 Yals
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Why kinfolk quarrelled

This Is an excerpt from the Adi Parvan
(literally, the first section) of the
Sanskrit Mahabharata, describing why

conflicts arose amongst the Kauravas
and Pandavas:
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The Kauravas were the ... sons of
Dhritarashtra, and the Pandavas
were their cousins. Since Dhritarashtra

was blind, his younger brother Pandu
ascended the throne of Hastinapura
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This made Duryodhana, the eldest of
the Kauravas, jealous. He approached
his father and said, “You yourself did

not receive the throne, although it fell
to you, because of your defect.

W AW ® ®REl § IS, [N Hoaga
T gEl 98 o fyer % W@ T SR
e, “€ wufd, sTquiar & RO SMUH!
e W 937 &1 AfyeR & o TR
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If the Pandava receives the patrimony
from Pandu, his son will surely inherit it
INn turn, and so will his son, and his. We
ourselves with our sons shall be
excluded from the royal succession and
become of slight regard in the eyes of
the world, lord of the earth!

Ifs wiea Uig ¥ I% fovrad o wd §
STk 9% ST A, W iR fiR T 3@
e gufa & ifysid & Wit R &W
T TAR TF T T & SAUYsR |
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Passages such as these may not have
been literally true, but they give us an
Idea about what those who wrote the

text thought. Sometimes, as In this
case, they contain conflicting ideas.

T W& & S AW < 7 ft g a
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Sons were Important for the
continuity of the patrilineage, A e
daughters were viewed rather [
differently within this framework. §@W\}

They had no claims to the |IRditfs) §
resources of the household. ) L\ N

] .,- 1 g ‘o Ty 4 " \ ‘
t L | e } o 4
b, e W LY T A 3 R
e \ | )
4 h o & { ;
| W 3 A ol X i)
59 P U P i 4
0 . "‘I" . % :. " (N | 14 4
f - : 1 §
4 5% ) ) .
: . HAN T R0 W ) g L

/38 | i e A v B &

r! yl ! ] ‘I ’l ‘0\0 ]
> > \ (R e ")’_' o ) d ]

\\: A : - p e
A ¥ L) -
& 1’ 1 g: r ﬁ’ |




HISTORY '\ KINSHIP, CASTE AND CLASS EARLY ag{c—cr stfq qen &t

THEME 03 SOCIETIES (c.600 Bce-600 ck)

Marrying them into families outside the kin was
considered desirable. This system, called
exogamy (literally, marrying outside), meant that
the lives of young girls and women belonging to
families that claimed high status were often
carefully regulated to ensure that they were
married at the “right” time and to the “right”
person.

YA MA O 9e 3TH1 faare +T 31 & erufem
ol T Y i wfefdae Ui wed & S THhT
Td I8 o1 foF ot ufaser ot 9fa) &1 .
SY &t well R ol w1 Sftem 9ga 9t
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k. |1 NIS gave rise to the belief that
B kanyadana or the gift of a

kv daughter in marriage was an
25 important religious duty of the

£ TH y9E 9w gIn TR wERm
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Types of marriages

Endogamy refers to marriage within a
unit — this could be a kin group, caste, or
a group living in the same locality.

Exogamy refers to marriage outside the
unit.

faare & R

HAafeare o ddifewr ey GHE & HF &
g €| 9% U9E T A A AYAT TH A4
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Polygyny is the practice of a man having
several wives.

TEIC YT Th YEY Hi SH& Ufedl s
F1 grfere qfarer )

Polyandry Is the practice of a woman
having several husbands.

SgUfd 91 T& Sl & SHe ufq B Hl
T5fa 2
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Eight forms of marriage

Here are the first, fourth, fifth and sixth forms
of marriage from the Manusmriti.

First: The gift of a daughter, after dressing her
In costly clothes and honouring her with
presents of jewels, to a man learned In the
Veda whom the father himself invites.

faare o 318 IR

I8l UgSfa | vee, wteft, gieet R ot faare
ygfa &1 SoXur fEan o W@ © e
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Fourth: The gift of a daughter by the
father after he has addressed the
couple with the text, “May both of you

perform your duties together”, and has
shown honour to the bridegroom

dteff : fuar Ry T H I FE
weifua &t ® f : ‘g e faees et

gl &1 9w 1” qouvard 98 aX &l
M HT SQ HAT HT A HLT 2
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Fifth. When the bridegroom receives a
maiden, after having given as much wealth

as he can afford to the kinsmen and to the
bride herself, according to his own will.

Uieet : oY w9y H WG 99 Bl @ S« 98
AU &THAT 9 TTSMER SHF aiYal & AR WA
Y H IYR YT YIH w2

Sixth: The voluntary union of a maiden and
her lover ... which springs from desire ...

B3t : S R 9 & 9 AU TS @ G4
fSast Safa wm @ 2.
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Brahmanas responded by " &
laying down codes of social 5§ ’
behaviour in great detail. g

Wﬁ # HHAS ﬁ* 'rﬁ'q ﬁlﬁﬁ l{v-.j;-;,';-;;,:}_
AR Gfgard AR =+ 1) 7\

Norms were compiled in Sanskrit
texts known as the Dharmasutras

and Dharmashastras.
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Brahmana authors of these
texts claimed that their point of
view had universal validity and
that what they prescribed had
to be obeyed by everybody

R0 @&t 1 I8 HF=- o1 T
SR gfesinn gEwifie ® 3R
3Tk 99T Ml T WEeh g
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Dharmasutras and Dharmashastras
recognised as many as eight forms
of marriage.
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_ First four were considered as “good”

. while the remaining were
condemned. It is possible that these
were practised by those who did not
accept Brahmanical norms.

§ e WK ‘s T W) & sk e
|| = fifs w T www @ R R faame
TehE s @ # wetew o =
SRoite fEm ® R wid o)
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Classify people In terms of gotras

@ Mt § Tifpd HA i ot
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All those who belonged to the e —TFE R =}
same gotra were regarded as his § i AN
descendants. ,
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-------

: - & Women were expected to give up their
. +.s 4% father’s gotra and adopt that of their
=% husband on marriage and members of

W the same gotra could not marry.

L gens Torat @t faar o W ufa o M
L LN T ST el TN TF @ T & W
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Names of Satavahana kings from inscriptions

These are the names of several generations
of Satavahana rulers, recovered from
Inscriptions. Note the uniform title raja.

Ffrcddel | |iaemsd TSstt o M
FfctEl § Aqarsd qoel i %3 difedt & A
7T gC ®1 3 9l At W U # uw St uget
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Also note the following word, which ends with
the term puta, a Prakrit word meaning “son”.
The term Gotami-puta means “son of Gotami”.
Names like Gotami and Vasithi are feminine

forms of Gotama and Vasistha, Vedic seers
after whom gotras were named.

9% STl 3TTet Ie% i I fera wifse ot
T4 | 3d BT 21 I TH UIha VK | fowent e
‘! 1 Madt-g9 w1 etef @ ‘et w1 = e
AR afgfy e 9™ ® Man iR afirs @ 3
I+ afgw =N o foFe @ 9 My 2
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Raja Gotami-puta Siri-Satakani /

TSl Madt-ga fad-aras

Raja Vasithi-puta (sami-) Siri-Pulumayi /
Tsn afafa-qu (afw) fafi-qgata

Raja Gotami-puta sami-Siri-Yana-Satakani /

TSl Madt-ga arfq-fafR-a=-wrast
Raja Madhari-puta svami-Sakasena /

TS AUIR-qa SEfH-ha
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Raja Vasathi-puta Chatarapana-Satakani
TS BRfd-qd =S<RyA-9rdaeh

Raja Hariti-puta Vinhukada Chutukulanamda-
Satakamni

TS Bfa-qu fagss IgparT<-dasdd

Raja Gotami-puta Siri-Vijaya- Satakani

T Mad-ga o -fasa-gmasfa
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A Satavahana ruler and his wife
This 1s one of the rare sculptural
depictions of a ruler from the
wall of a cave donated to
Buddhist monks. This sculpture
dates to c. second century BCE.

T Hadared ST d SRl It

qraared TS HT Arepfaal g
39 et fafadl W S&eivl &l
St off fo st faggett =t @ o
e s am @@ qfa @ el
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Metronymics in the Upanishads

The Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, one of the
earliest Upanishads (see also Chapter 4),
contains a list of successive generations of
teachers and students, many of whom were
designated by metronymics.

IR 9 A
JEIRUIH SUYMES H W ARfH% Sufesi § o U
2 (fEu svam 4) SmEmEl &R fyrat &+t
Hifga # gEt ot €, w9 #E @ &
I Al § fafse fan e e
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Satavahana rulers were polygynous
(that is, had more than one wife)

HIqaTE TS Sgaeit 9o (3ferfq & @ o
Afyer dit) Ht AFA a1 ) :
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Women who married Satavahana rulers
Indicates that many of them had names
derived from gotras such as Gotama and
Vasistha, their father’s gotras.

Bl TR TSeh @ foae S At e
. T = fwe ¥ qer % sk ¥
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Endogamy or marriage within
the kin group, which was (and
IS) prevalent amongst several
communities in south India.

defeasd v Sqfqare Tsfa SAwiq
syt o faare Hey & <wiar ®
ST Toaa IfEor ARa F wR
gl # () 2




HISTORY \KINSHIP, CASTE AND CLASS EARLY ¥, Sfd a1 11
THEME 03 SOCIETIES (c. 600 Bce-600 ck) IR THS

JENnETT .", "4« . Satavahana rulers were identified
paryrailiEh oy through metronymics (names derived
a4 from that of the mother). Although

2| this may suggest that mothers were

. Important
JTWEICH graare el it Sk WIgA™ (AT
@A & ™ ¥ 33 ¥ fafed e s
3 Y em T@ 9 T e @ fF wm
ot
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Satavahanas we know that
succession to the throne was
generally patrilineal.

qraared sl & dsH ® TR AT
Id & fF faermm &1 STUieER
faqafyre gtar em
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A battle scene This Is amongst the
earliest sculptural depictions of a
scene from the Mahabharata, a
terracotta sculpture from the

walls of a temple in Ahichchhatra

(Uttar Pradesh), c. fifth century
CE.

T J§ Hl 39 I8 HWEIHRd & T
& a9 g=E qfa fooon & | ™
g 9% fgY #1 gfd ofessa (SW
TRY) FH TE A HT AR W
ShIUT ® Sl OFTHW  qiEel YTl
Zgat #1 2
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A mother’s advice

The Mahabharata describes how, when
war between the Kauravas and the
Pandavas became almost Inevitable,
<= | Gandhari made one last appeal to her
~.. eldest son Duryodhana:

Il 1 9clle

RE & Wﬂmﬁmﬁw%ﬁmaﬁwaﬁ'{
*'~-~‘ || oieat & 9 gg cEwEwE @ T @
MY 7 A WS G YT |/ g T FA
&t fa=edt =t o
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By making peace you honour your father and
me, as well as your well-wishers ... it is the
wise man in control of his senses who guards
his kingdom. Greed and anger drag a man
away from his profits; by defeating these two
enemies a king conguers the earth

wfd 1 WY wTeh qH IO fyar, |0 qen ST
ARl HT GHAE FUN.... Gt 9 SS9
A W AT TE@ ? G o T &)
@At il Bl o™ IR Hiy AEHT Hi aid |
R R & I T; T A IS F i
FT T GUE geait st i Hehal 2
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You will happily enjoy the earth, my son, along with the
wise and heroic Pandavas ... There is no good In a war,
no law (dharma) and profit (artha), let alone happiness;

nor iIs there (necessarily) victory in the end - don’t set
your mind on war.

T I @ faa=t 3R ok wigal & Wiy 9Hg 39 gt &l
q F.. 5 9 9 @t g T& s, W oad iR e
F Uiftd it © AR M & YHAa &1 I o Aq A
qradl faet a8t S El... A 11 @t g6 ° faw "7a

Duryodhana did not listen to this advice and fought
and lost the war.
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Social Differences: Within and Beyond the Framework of Caste

graTfore fawHad auf seeen & SRR B i SR W
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Caste, which refers to a set [
of hierarchically ordered ;S |
social categories. Bi- i
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AL - I8 |dcal order was laid down in the
& ) %8 Dharmasutras and Dharmashastras.
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Brahmanas claimed that this order, In
which they were ranked first, was
divinely ordained, while placing
groups classified as Shudras and
g “untouchables” at the very bottom of

wiaae the social order. Positions within the
U : = order were supposedly determined by

o birth.

TR HT I AT o fF I@ =EEen
I wHerem ?1 YE SR CIregwE’ @l
gad fT9d ®R W W@ S onl s9
Xl H TSIl GHAd: ST h SR
fryifa ar s em
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Brahmanas were supposed to
study and teach the Vedas,

perform sacrifices and get
sacrifices performed, and give

and receive gifts.

STEIOT ohT h1d STeqIA, d5f i fne,
IF HET AR FHEET A1 a4 SAHT
FTH A XA A A AT
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. Kshatriyas were to engage In
' : . warfare, protect people and
~administer justice, study the Vedas,

get sacrifices performed, and make
glfts

Y[ RN, A S, éztla'-n EEil
FHIET R TE-FIom I 2
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Vaishyas, who were In addition
expected to engage N
agriculture, pastoralism and
trade. Shudras were assignhed
only one occupation - that of
serving the three “higher”
varnas.

wash. vl & fau it o Wy @ W

T oY, T-weN iR SR &1 wY
rafera om I & faT W= wF @
Sifasr offi—dt ‘S=a’ qui &t gal
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A divine order?

To justify their claims, Brahmanas
often cited a verse from a hymn In
~ the Rigveda known as the Purusha
& W sukta, describing the sacrifice of
S\ Purusha, the primeval man.

3 T < Sqae?
B ST SgMT RTES o qENgad HA @i

Sgd X o Sl A A [RY hi oA
%1 a0 Hear 2
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All the elements of the universe, including

the four social categories, were supposed
to have emanated from his body:

WA % gt g e 9r avl witte €, 9@
TEY o YRR €@ IS Y|

The Brahmana was his mouth, of his arms
was made the Kshatriya.

JEI0T IH&HT He o, SU&! st 4 &t
faffa gam

His thighs became the Vaishya, of his feet
the Shudra was born.

Jva ITHt 9 oft, 3k W | IE HI SAfa
s
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“Proper” social roles

Here Is a story from the Adi Parvan of the
Mahabharata: Once Drona, a Brahmana who taught
archery to the Kuru princes, was approached by
Ekalavya, a forestdwelling nishada (a hunting
community). When Drona, who knew the dharma,
refused to have him as his pupil

Sfaa’ amfas Fdsa
TEMRA o SAfGud @ UH HeMl S§d ¢ : Th OX
RO K0T o U9, S He 99 o USIHHRI it Gfaen
w1 forem 37 &, UHkdsw AMe aqarE fawrg (e

UEE) 3T o1 4 S 9" 9wEd o, 39 i & ®u
¥ WeR HH 9 791 w21
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Ekalavya returned to the forest, prepared an image
of Drona out of clay, and treating it as his teacher,
began to practise on his own. In due course, he
acquired great skill in archery. One day, the Kuru

princes went hunting and their dog, wandering In
the woods, came upon Ekalavya.

THasd 7 a7 | die ®T fHer 9 301 &t gfam 6 qen
39 AT [F HAE F 98 I T AR T HT ST
HE N OGS S Y 98 dR 9o 1 fagEs 8 T
Th 7 F% TNHHAR 30 Fd &b A1 STa # FER
#d g¢ THasd o gHIY YE Y|
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When the dog smelt the dark nishada wrapped In
black deer skin, his body caked with dirt, it began
to bark. Annoyed, Ekalavya shot seven arrows into
Its mouth. When the dog returned to the Pandavas,
they were amazed at this superb display of archery.

They tracked down Ekalavya, who introduced
himself as a pupil of Drona.

FHAT BT TN &l IHST o 96 ® faqe g ot 3@
Hiht T HIG T ThHAST 7 Th @Y Gd R
TR SUHT He a8 F KA1 9@ 9% - At qt wes
ARt 1 I8 YA ¥T @R AEAHfRd & T
IR ThAA &l qTARN, I8 @I &t 0 w1 sy
S|
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Drona had once told his favourite
student Arjuna, that he would be
unrivalled amongst his pupils. Arjuna
now reminded Drona about this.
Drona approached Ekalavya, who

Immediately acknowledged and
honoured him as his teacher.

R 3 o fira farsw o @ ww WR W'
Ty, el o1 foh o STk wel firsAt H eAfgdi
/) TR =AM AT T KT Rl STRT A€
Y qor 9% KA K10 Thesd % U T
fSeq 3R 3uan T AFE yorw TR
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When Drona demanded his right thumb
as his fee, Ekalavya unhesitatingly cut
It off and offered It. But thereafter,
when he shot with his remaining
fingers, he was no longer as fast as he

had been before. Thus, Drona kept his
word: no one was better than Arjuna.

AP e o 7§ T <fRen o ®9 H Theed §
‘A 3k qfer @y @ @ wim faEm
A R BRA E H SO @1 *E
LV =2 2 fxam @ tewas dR 9am A Sa
99 B Wil 3@ @ [0 7 T wi Ky
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According to the Shastras,
only Kshatriyas could be kings

M oh ATAR had AT TS
g H&d 2
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Mauryas, who ruled over a large
empire, has been hotly debated.
While later Buddhist texts
suggested they were Kshatriyas,
Brahmanical texts described them
as being of “low” origin.

S. A T T T faeme SneE W
I qeq Tl W 2l A% o dtg det W
= I e e T @ TR 9 a9
frg semie e 3 ' @ &
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Jati, like varna, was based on birth.

Sfa ot S 9) ST ot

Number of varnas was fixed at
four, there was no restriction on
the number of jatis.

9uf SEl HS IR & 98 SaAt 1
sz ffy=a 9&n =& o
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Silver coin depicting a Shaka ruler,
c. fourth century CE

& Y& & faba s =9 @
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Jatis which shared a common
occupation or profession
were sometimes organised
Into shrenis or guilds.

4 wifear st ww € Sifawr
AU FaaEm q Jar oA 3T
Hat-wt gfor °§ ot 9nfed
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The case of the merchants

Sanskrit texts and inscriptions used the
term vanik to designate merchants. While
trade was defined as an occupation for
Vaishyas in the Shastras, a more complex
situation iIs evident in plays

gforeht it feerfd
F&pd & 7Y AR Afvea # i@ o
fau aftrr v wga@ fean S @1 wih
WS § FAMNR &1 4vd $ SAfasT aqmEn
AT 2 I Ul W sifuew wfew afifeerfy
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such as the Mrichchhakatika written by
Shudraka (c. fourth century CE), Here, the
hero Charudatta was described as both a
Brahmana and a sarthavaha or merchant
And a fifth-century Inscription describes
two brothers who made a donation for the

construction of a temple as kshatriya-
vaniks.

S YEE o ew geohichy (TN Gted
A ¥9al) H e 9%ed il STelvl-
aftTeh SqrET T Bl Y] Il g9et o T
AferE | T HsAl &t af-afvre &er ™
?, foei? w #fw & fmio & fae o= fgam




HISTORY '\ KINSHIP, CASTE AND CLASS EARLY ag{c—cr shfq qen &t

THEME 03

There were, and always have =
peen, populations whose social
oractices were not influenced

oy Brahmanical ideas.
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Who spoke non-Sanskritic &
languages were labelled as ‘

mlechchhas and looked down
upon

IJI-HE ST AT H S AEERA
it &, S TASS Hedl od
gfic 9 <@ <rar em
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These Included forest-
, dwellers - for whom
-~ hunting and gathering
- remained an iImportant

means of subsistence.

19 H SO o T F
fau iR ok Hs-7a wuE
T SitaA-fraig w1 Ageqot
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A tiger-like husband el |9 v

This Is a summary of a story g gRY HeE¥MRd afeud |
from the Adi Parvan of the mmmg :

Mahabharata: ‘ ‘
The Pandavas had fled into wed e I H el Trq‘%?l S
the forest. They were tired 3 W Y ee fgd wied Hqw S
and fell asleep; only Bhima, Ao o o fau wfag o, et
the second Pandava, &% ®1 T& WU &9 &l wsal
renowned for his prowess, %t Wy Wy 7 foafaa fF &R
was keeping watch. A man- 3gq oAt 989 feferar =1 =

eating rakshasa caught the qHEH a % faT S
scent of the Pandavas and ’

sent his sister Hidimba to
capture them
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She fell in love with Bhima, transformed
herself Into a lovely maiden and
proposed to him. He refused. Meanwhile,
the rakshasa arrived and challenged

Bhima to a wrestling match. Bhima
accepted the challenge and killed him.

feferar g = SEex #Hifga & T Ik ™
R St F AW § sE dw @ faw W
gua fear, e S=in oedisR e f§am 59
o= THE =T 3 M R SER HH w "o
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The others woke up hearing the noise.

Hidimba iIntroduced herself, and
declared her love for Bhima.

IR AR 3 uieqd s w| feferar =
3= g uftem fem ek M & ufa
A1 AT ¥ 3= ST ST
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She told Kunti: “lI have forsaken my friends,
my dharma and my kin; and good lady, chosen
your tiger-like son for my man ... whether you

think me a fool, or your devoted servant, let

me join you, great lady, with your son as my
husband.”

9% Tl 9 et : “? S99 24, dF =, wive
AR o o w1 oAt g wX K ? SR ek
TS WS I T AW Ufa w9 § w99 fRAm R
9% Y AR HE WEH A¥Ar AU wmiia I,

FIAT R AT WY A qUT USRI YA HAU ufa
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Ultimately, Yudhisthira agreed to the
marriage on condition that they would

spend the day together but that Bhima

would return every night. The couple
roamed all over the world during the day

3aa: JRufet 39 o1 W 39 faare & fag
R 8 Tu fe Him A fefern & @y
wWHT T A 3ok 99 o Wi I8 J9fd
feq ) g+t a1 A w@I
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In due course Hidimba gave
birth to a rakshasa boy named
Ghatotkacha. Then the
mother and son left the
Pandavas. Ghatotkacha
oromised to return to the
Pandavas  whenever they
needed him.

Some historians suggest that
the term rakshasa Is used to
describe people whose
practices differed from those
laid down In Brahmanical
texts.

g o W feferan 4 ©ws wa™
™ W wH o fmer am
TRiche @ qovE 4 iR qA
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Brahmanas considered some
people as being outside the @ =
system, they also developed a [l '
sharper social divide by |i#s"
classifying certain social I
categories as “untouchable”

W%Fmﬁ’aﬁaﬂfw
qrefl QTSI YoTell & deX 9\ d. |
g WY & I GHAN b FO
M Rl Iy’ wifa W
i 9= &t 3R Sfier ger
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This rested on a notion that
certain activities, especially
those connected with the
performance of rituals, were
sacred and byextension
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Those who  considered
themselves pure avoided
taking food from those they

designated as
“untouchable”.

A: Y1 w Yfad HEA 9
N oSEgRAl 9 Hiew &l
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Some activities were regarded as

particularly “polluting”. These
Included handling corpses and
dead animails. Those who

performed such tasks, designated
as chandalas, were placed at the
very bottom of the hierarchy.
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Manusmriti laid down the “duties”
of the chandalas. They had to live
outside the village, use discarded = ==S=g¥)

utensils, and wear clothes of the 1 8&
dead and ornaments of iron. =
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Depiction of a mendicant
oMl seeking alms, stone sculpture
i W (Gandhara) c. third century,
CE

¥ % fag &1 w1, TR At qfd
N (TER) T el s
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They could not walk about In
villages and cities at night

- R A R
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The Bodhisatta as a chandala

Did chandalas resist the attempts to push
them to the bottom of the social order? Read
this story, which iIs part of the Matanga Jataka,
a Pall text, where the Bodhisatta (the Buddha
INn a previous birth) iIs identified as a chandala

YT TH AvSa o €9 |

T VSTl 4 Y7 hi GHS Ht gad et Son
¥ W@ WM w1 qfady fRar? a® wert dfew i
uifq o et A Sae @ ot R 39 wen ®
aifyad (S # g5) T dUS % ®4 H
fafa ?
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Once, the Bodhisatta was born outside
the city of Banaras as a chandala’s son
and named Matanga. One day, when he
had gone to the city on some work, he
encountered Dittha Mangalika, the
daughter of a merchant
TF IR ifyed 4 dRE TR & 9"l T
e o A o ®9 9 99 o=, S W
AT onl T 7 9 fRdl wrfaw TR ° g
AR FEl Sl Yorewia fRee Hifas AME
T AU H i | Rl
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When she saw him, she exclaimed *I
have seen something inauspicious” and
washed her eyes. The angry hangers-on

then beat him up. In protest, he went and

lay down at the door of her father’s
house.

S @R 98 faeard “dA% 9 oW jw
fom 21" 9% wEdl SER A IAt@ WS
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On the seventh day they brought out the
girl and gave her to him. She carried the
starving Matanga back to the chandala
settlement. Once he returned home, he
decided to renounce the world. After

attaining spiritual powers, he returned to
Banaras and married her

feer Sy @ &ftor g UET W AR
9GS a&t ® S| B Wled W OHWET A
HOR R w1 frofg fomm eeifes wifs
T H o SYId 98 SHRE die 3R
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A son named Mandavya WHVEHPHAR TMHE IRl Th TA

Kumara was born to them. g3l 5@ B W 3T F o<l Hl

He learnt the three Vedas T )
as he grew up and began to <) ey i1 e

provide food to 16,000 |16W000 IO I AISE Rl
Brahmanas every day. AN

One day, Matanga, dressed T f&7 ® 991 U8d q e

in rags, with a clay alms , ,
howl in his hand, arrived at | " fagn o= wgr # faw wm@

his son’s doorstep and I LA F @ W AN AR
pegged for food. ~ B L R TR
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Mandavya replied that he looked Ilike an
outcaste and was unworthy of alms; the food
was meant for the Brahmanas. Matanga said:
“Those who are proud of their birth and are
Ignorant do not deserve gifts. On the contrary,

those who are free from vices are worthy of
offerings.”

AUEsy § el f%F & T ufad oHl Ydid B ©
Ia: faem o 99 7Y, AW s % faw 2
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Mandavya lost his temper and asked his servants
to throw the man out. Matanga rose in the air and
disappeared. When Dittha Mangalika learnt about
the incident, she followed Matanga and begged his
forgiveness. He asked her to take a bit of the

leftover from his bowl and give it to Mandavya and
the Brahmanas ...

HqUEsd A Hifud BIHL U gl & HEGT &t ) &
T8t e &1 HBTl HIGT SHRIET § SThT A5¥T &l
T S9 fRee Aifered &t 3W YN o qR H gar der dl
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Draupadi’s question

Draupadi Is supposed to have asked

Yudhisthira whether he had lost
himself before staking her. Two
contrary opinions were expressed In
response to this guestion.

EREIC O S
o W W ® fR et 3 gfufier @

I8 WY fe o fF 9% 3/ T W
TR ¥ T8t WE &l ER o8 & el

TE 39 93T o S ° & 9= wat =t
A e =
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One, that even If Yudhisthira had lost
himself earlier, his wife remained
under his control, so he could stake
her.

goH qt I8 o afs giufsr 7 =3 =i
TR VR % WYM JME w [d W®
AT A IS ITfad Rl Hife Tl W
qfq =1 9 w9 war 2
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Two, that an unfree man (as| TEU I8 IED Th <|MEA AR
Yudhisthira was when he had & 9 ™Y (9 S99
lost himself) could not stake A - <
another person. Eﬁr =) SR A W
The matter remained T Sl
unresolved: ultimately, g1 & T i 56y &I fAhen
Dhritarashtra restored to the sy afqq: yare ¥ gl wredt

Pandavas and Draupadi their .
hersonal freedom. M ST H IR Fet A
TH: dter €0
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Beyond Birth (Resources and Status)

S o R (FEYE 3R gfassn)

According to the Manusmriti, the
paternal estate was to be divided
equally amongst sons after the death %5
of the parents, with a special share for ¥

the eldest. Women could not claim a {§
share of these resources. SORugh L | .
THEid % SMER Uge IERR S c\Ear e

Arar-faar &1 9 o 9% 9t = 3 99 |
®7 § dam fRar S =ifer fhg S
79 favis am &1 sifusr om fom @
Iq TEyT 0 fe=@s@ &t A T8 W
Thdat ot
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Women were allowed to retain
the gifts they received on the
occasion of their marriage as
stridhana (literally, a woman’s
% wealth)

" | fre &% W e SWR W
e & foral #1 wnft WA ST em
Tk W@ elitww (safq B W
¥) DI G < It ot

,,,,,
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At the same time, the Manusmriti 4
warned women against hoarding "
family property, or even their own &g
valuables, without the husband’s E

permission.

TG ¥ % W §9d % faws W WL
=rEHt [t 2

s A
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Cumulative evidence — both epigraphic
and textual - suggests that while
upper-class women may have had
access to resources, land, cattle and

money were generally controlled by
men

qeg-Af e 9 wifefa®w-39 a1
AN T H © o T@fn =2 i =
Afeed wEEeA W 93 wEdl e,
;g 9y SR ¥ W RSt &1 €
IREEMEEI
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How could men and women acquire wealth?
For men, the Manusmriti declares, there are
seven means of acquiring wealth: inheritance,

finding, purchase, conguest, Investment,
work, and acceptance of gifts from good

people.

i 3R 9 fae &R 9ufa i X 9%a 94?
oo % fau ageifa et @ fF oo i@ w9
& 9@ qle © ; faa, @, '@lg, fafsa w5,
faw, & g0 qun TS s G T He Wl
TR Hih|
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For women, there are six foIa @& fau gufq =H &% o

means of acquiring wealth: gqfigs ¥ . dafes ofi7 & O

what was given In front of the )
fire (marriage) or the bridal qun Sy % WA faet e

procession, or as a token of TE o Wdlh o ®9 H q1 9w,

affection, and what she got HIdl 3R T g0 ST T STER|
from her brother, mother or W fafed Tadf 17 A e

father. She could also acquire . “3‘-IT:I"ﬁ"
wealth through any He TN T {E P A

subsequent gift and whatever ufd 9 € 9T =l

her “affectionate” husband
might give her.
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According to the Brahmanical texts,
another criterion (apart from gender)
for regulating access to wealth was

varna.
SRV ol o ATER Fufd R Afsr [
F TE SR SMuR (Afik emamr o [
Ffafer) =of om

The wealthiest men would have
been the Brahmanas and the

# Kshatriyas.

Waﬁ'{&iﬁawwaﬁﬁ
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The Buddhists recognised that '
there were differences in society,
but did not regard these as natural
or inflexible. They also rejected the

Idea of claims to status on the
basis of birth.

@iE 7 W oAm W MR fEam fF DA
T A i 4 ok TR e A e

3 9 & YR W gEIee gfaser w1 o
ITEETHR TR
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The wealthy Shudra

This story, based on a Buddhist text in Pali
known as the Majjhima Nikaya, Is part of a
dialogue between a king named Avantiputta
and a disciple of the Buddha named
Kachchana. While it may not be literally true,
It reveals Buddhist attitudes towards varna.

TF YT X

Ig HEHT WA AW o Sig T AREmtmE 9@ R
S T TS A< R g5 o SATARN e Hh
19 g Faig &1 {5 21 qufy I Herl STaRa:

g &l oft oy I% stgl o o Wedt W W@l
TTdt 2




HISTORY “\KINSHIP, CASTE AND CLASS EARLY S, ST e ot
THEME 03 SOCIETIES (c.600 Bce-600 ck)
Avantiputta asked Kachchana s&f<qqa = &=aq @ =1 f&F

what he thought about gy & T G o aR ® S9!

Brahmanas who held that they :
were the best caste and that Fl | é’ f& 3 wdas ¥ SR

&
all other castes were low; that sifqar = T

Brahmanas were a fair caste ®T&UT &1 99 A
while all other castes were En'ﬁrq'f w é"; W TR0 'qﬁgl‘
dark; that only Brahmanas . .
were pure, not non- ¢ o T

Brahmanas: that Brahmanas @1 % @ ¥ 9 ?, S8 ®

were sons of Brahma, born of Ifag ® dem s&m & 931 &)
his mouth, born of Brahma,

formed by Brahma, heirs to
Brahma.
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Kachchana replied: “What |If a
Shudra were wealthy ... would
another Shudra ...or a Kshatriya or
a Brahmana or a Vaishya ... speak
politely to him?”

Fead i S “en Ak oy Al
gL, SO0 IE... dAUa1 @ a1
=0T TEl dvd... 399 fada @) o

qrd wLar?”
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Avantiputta replied that if a Shudra had wealth
or corn or gold or silver, he could have as his
obedient servant another Shudra to get up
earlier than he, to go to rest later, to carry out
nis orders, to speak politely; or he could even

nave a Kshatriya or a Brahmana or a Vaishya as
nis obedient servant.

AL F TR R Fel T IR IJE o 19 A
YAl I, WUl A1 Y Wa gidl 98 TR B Hl
Y AR 9ok o ©9 4 YT < Gohal o1, S
SUY TEd I3 AR SHh 9% fammy w; S SHUh!
A &1 qraq AR, fadia a=q did; 31an 98 &,

a0 AT R dvg w ot IRl Waw oF 1 g
ol
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Kachchana asked: “This &=sq ¥ Y31, “9f§ @@ ®, @

being so, are not these four s fpr I8 9/ quf THeH gHME
varnas exactly the same?” T 7"

Avantiputta conceded that

there was no difference J@agA 1 98 &R & f&
amongst the varnas on this, 39 3AYR T It 9ol | Elﬁ?

count. ﬁ? T %I
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Where men who were generous
were respected, while those who
were miserly or simply
accumulated wealth for themselves
were despised. One area where
these values were cherished was
ancient Tamilakam

8T qMYiel STeHT &1 W fHa S
o qUT HYU Afeq AT 98 S @A
31 forw wufq U &ar o, Yom &l
I Bl o1l YA afieeq T e
T & o Bl SUT AR &l G
ST e
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Poems included iIin the Tamil
Sangam anthologies often
Illuminate social and economic
relationships, suggesting that
while there were differences
between rich and poor, those who
controlled resources were also
expected to share them.

TR ot R fafA 9 &
faward off, 59 @t &1 daeA |
o o 39 I oT4em di STt off
f& 3 fae-sle w1 IH&HT ST HAN
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The poor generous chief

In this composition from the Puranaruru, one
of the anthologies of poems of the Tamil
Sangam literature (c. first century CE), a bard
describes his patron to other poets thus :

fadq IET 9R’R

Ig T [EIRE © Sgd ® W afHe 9H gifed
(SAIHT 999 YAeal SHet) %1 Th goEe 2 39
T H TH AR U SISl &1 feyur o=
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RTHR TS

He (i.e. the patron) doesn’t
have the wealth to lavish on
others everyday

Nor does he have the

pettiness to say that he has
nothing and so refuse! ...

IE T TEARE o SUeh (31Afq
AHAIMEN) TH & IF T W
Tl @ & faw o7 711 2

féhg 98 sam st «ft & ? @
IE Fehe, fF WM 19 FS Tl
?, T 21 ® T HT QL.
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He lives in Irantai (a place) and 98 WaE (T& M) ® @Al &
IS generous. He Is an enemy 10| gix zHfyg 21 9% 9RO &1 Rl

I
the hunger o; bards! 1 3
f you wish to cure your
poverty, come along with me, g qH AT TSt H FETA

pards whose lips are so Tl arEt d@ W WY ee, qH
skilled: gt wrw e Bis T < )




HISTORY N\ K
THEME 03

SOCIETIES (c. 600 Bce-600 cE)

INSHIP, CASTE AND CLASS EARLY S¥[, Sfq aem a9

RTHR TS

If we request him, showing
Nim our ribs thin with hunger,
ne will go to the blacksmith of
nis village And will say to that
man of powerful hands:

“Shape me a long spear for

war, one that has a straight
blade!”

I T SER e wM SR
A @ ¥ &ftor g3 vafaar s
fadt, @ a® oW Ta &
AR % T ST SR 39 HEH
Y a1 § He

“T9 I8 > faC & w1 wen
TR FT Y, TH T qren g

e weaw sl
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A chief and his follower, stone
sculpture, Amaravati (Andhra
Pradesh), c. second century CE

TF TRER AR ST AIEl; TR &I
qfd, SWUadl (3MY YRIM) HT AU
YTarsal s9at
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Explaining Social Differences: A Social Contract
TS fasmaret &1 A& Th 9Eivs Iy

Sutta Pitaka they suggested that originally
human beings did not have fully evolved &=
bodily forms, nor was the world of plants %
fully developed. All beings lived in an idyllic
state of peace, taking from nature only what
they needed for each meal.

gufies ok U9 A Th fHew aff| @ S
I 9aml 2 % IR ¥ AMa quiaan fasfaa |
TRl &l SHfa Sa |t SIfaefad em @eHr
Sta wifd & T Feiy ol & ®d o 3
Ypfd ¥ Ia q T wW o TS T
Y o IS ®1 AEvgwdl Bl e
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Kingship was based on human
choice, with taxes as a form of

payment for services rendered
by the King.

ol R et o oM ‘e O YT o
39 3 A
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Handling Texts Historians and the Mahabharata

qifefeas Fial &1 A SfAeEsR 3 WeTHRa

Y

N S
Vo e Mt SN

LA

1] B M
: "‘( m X))

Historians Analyse texts

FGEEETR Ty &1 favayor
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Examine whether texts were written In
Prakrit, Pali or Tamil, languages that
were probably used by ordinary
people, or In Sanskrit, a language
meant almost exclusively for priests
and elites

T o &1 e v ? fF Uy few
qren F feen wen o wifed, grepd siefEn
afqd, S AW @ g At St eft
AT Hepa ot fafite w9 @ @ifeal SR
O T g T W AR Sral o
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= . Also consider the kinds of text. Were
: < these mantras, learnt and chanted by
P — | by ritual specialists, or stories that
} people could have read, or heard,
and then retold if they found them
Interesting?

& )" sfEmeR Ty % yER W o wE R
) T TE Ty w8 W agsEwatet
0 s we R Swafa feu W o reran 3
‘men’ TY o R W Ug R gF wHa
g qon fe=em 84 W = @ g
ST gl of?
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They try to find out about the author(s)
whose perspectives and ideas shaped
the text, as well as the Intended
audience, as, very often, authors keep

the Interests of their audience in mind
while composing their work

iR dE®R(FH) & IR 4 o A &
T & © foqeh gfesiv R faumd =
Tt &9 A 31 g o giasn w1
IEEAR 00l Hd & i a@edl A
YT T I 9HI Aarstl i Sifyefa W
e T g
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Try and ascertain the possible date
of the composition or compilation
of the texts as well as the place
where they may have Dbeen
composed.

SMEE®R U9 & worfad Aha/=
F@ R ISR wAgm W ot
g fovatoor w3 2
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Language of the text Mahabharata
T H1 I HETHRA
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Sanskrit used IN the
Mahabharata i1s far simpler
than that of the Vedas
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Historians usually classify the
contents of the present text under
two broad heads - sections that
contain stories, designated as the
narrative, and sections that
contain prescriptions about social |
norms, designhated as didactic.
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This division I1s by no means
watertight - the didactic sections
Include stories, and the narrative

fhg 9% faarem @ WE A o THiHl
y A T R - SWRImHs S W wertal
78 Tt ¥ sk g el W WA &
& W foe s waw fafed @ 2
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Krishna advises Arjuna on the
battlefield

e TS H ITRY 4 €Y

This painting dates to the eighteenth
century. Perhaps the most important
didactic section of the Mahabharata is
the Bhagavad Gita, which contains the
advice offered by Lord Krishna to
Arjuna. This scene Is freguently
depicted in painting and sculpture.
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Didactic refers to something
that Is meant for purposes
R Oof Instruction.

‘o“tl%ﬂrqa? W HT dr9d @
t’%ﬁi“aawmmiml
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Text Is described as an itihasa

within early Sanskrit tradition. Mahabharata
The literal meaning of the term * y

is “thus it was”, which is why it S8 o N
is generally translated as it

“history”. e
%! ‘sfaer@’ w1 gt ¥ @ T 2
T 9 kT oef ? 't & am' €
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The original story was probably
composed by charioteer-bards
known as sutas who generally
accompanied Kshatriya warriors to
the battlefield and composed poems
celebrating their victories and other
achievements. These compositions
circulated orally.

AHad: I HAT o Waal HIE aret o
o2 ‘ga' wer Smar om @ &fE atgret
% Y Joud § W o9 SR S
fasg 9 Syafeyml & 9’ ¥ wfaa
faed o) 39 wet w1 Ywo HGifew
0§ ga
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Brahmanas took over the story and
began to commit it to writing

FROT 4 TH HAT WIU W AT
stfye T forar ik 5/ feram

N\ =~ New kings want their itihasa to
A ]l NP
N W B Y| be recorded and preserved more

ol
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Lord Ganesha the scribe
According to tradition, Vyasa
dictated the text to the deity.
This illustration I1s from a

Persian translation of the
Mahabharata, c. 1740-50.

fafge stoRr W & S{ER
qE 4 TE U & SO HI
fagammn a8 fa9 w@vRa &
HRE! AR (9T 1740.50) €9
e T 2




HISTORY '\ KINSHIP, CASTE AND CLASS EARLY agc—cr sfq qen &

THEME 03

Mahabharata, like any major
epic, contains vivid
descriptions of Dbattles,
forests, palaces and

settlements

TEHRd 4 o= fodt «f 9yq@
LU £ o R 1 o e e
Sftad fasror 21
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Archaeologist B.B. Lal

excavated at a village named
Hastinapura in Meerut
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This I1s how the city iIs described in the Adi Parvan of the

Mahabharata:
EJESi i L K4
HEHRA o 3Mfaqaq d 38 TR &1 fosor 3§ g foermr @
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The city, bursting like the ocean,
packed with hundreds of mansions,
displayed with its gateways, arches

and turrets like massing clouds the
splendour of Great Indra’s city.

Ig TR W G 1 AIfd 9T gSAT o1, S
dFsl TR 9 Hopfaa om W faegr,
W® 9l 98 35 i TR o GUH IMHREE
o7 |
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- - -_'. -". -
B g ' &

A wall excavated at Hastinapura
TR d Scafa T& AR &l
3
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*» Draupadi’s marriage

Drupada, the king of Panchala, organised
a competition where the challenge was to
string a bow and hit a target; the winner
would be chosen to marry his daughter
A qDraupadi. Arjuna was victorious and was
garlanded by Draupadl

< T w1 faame

T RS §UR q Th WIS T SIS
'ﬁmﬁmﬁwﬁr@ﬂéﬁmaﬁm
gl HX Fom W @R "/ Sg; fastar 39t
Tt At @ e W@ & faw g smem
I 7 F® wieEifiar St R steet ¥ s@
SHTAT YB35 |
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The Pandavas returned with her to their mother
Kunti, who, even before she saw them, asked them to
share whatever they had got. She realised her
mistake when she saw Draupadi, but her command
could not be violated. After much deliberation,

Yudhisthira decided that Draupadi would be their
common wife.

qied 39 AT STt HIaT el o qrE T faeiR fam @
@ 3% O T a%g HI SUH ¥ Sl AR HI wgN A Gl
A 3w @ I AN q& w1 TeE™ g, T
ITHR! ST I FeRAl &I Ht A Fhal offl =gd
ga-foeR & 9% gfufer 7 T8 fofg fomn fF Sioet A
qrel &1 e B
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When Drupada was told about this, he
protested. However, the seer Vyasa
arrived and told him that the Pandavas
were In reality incarnations of Indra,
= whose wife had been reborn as
* @& Draupadi, and they were thus destined
3l for each other.

A Yp V9 TR H AT TAET T A IR TR
o B Tty fopam forg MW =@ 3 S 3@ qeA
~ " Y I w6 qisd ard W SR Hh

— N w0 ° 5 o em e fafa R @ s

) g o fafvea & Rk em
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Vyasa added that in another instance a
young woman had prayed to Shiva for a
husband, and In her enthusiasm, had
prayed five times instead of once. This
woman was now reborn as Draupadi, and
" Shiva had fulfilled her prayers. Convinced

by these stories, Drupada consented to
the marriage.
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A DYNAMIC TEXT

T Tfavilad T

The epic were written In a
variety of languages through an
ongoing process of dialogue
between peoples, communities,
and those who wrote the texts.
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The central story of the epic
was often retold In different
ways. And episodes were
3 depicted in sculpture and
painting.
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Mahabharata  that has  been '
transformed by Mahashweta Devi, a
contemporary Bengali writer known
for raising her voice against all forms
of exploitation and oppression.
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