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Extension of agriculture into 
forested areas transformed the 
lives of forest dwellers; craft 
specialists often emerged as 
distinct social groups; the unequal 
distribution of wealth sharpened 
social differences. 

ou {ks=kks a esa o`Qf"k dk foLrkj gqvk ftlls 
ogk¡ jgus okys yksxks a dh thou'kSyh esa 
ifjorZu gqvk_ f'kYi fo'ks"kKks a osQ ,d 
fof'k"V lkekftd lewg dk mn; gqvk_ 
rFkk laifÙk osQ vleku forj.k us lkekftd 
fo"kerkvks a dks vf/d iz[kj cuk;kA 
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Mahabharata, a colossal epic 
running in its present form into 
over 100,000 verses with 
depictions of a wide range of social 
categories and situations 

egkHkkjr dk fo'ys"k.k djrs gq, ge viuk 
è;ku ,d ,sls fo'kky egkdkO; ij osaQfnzr 
dj jgs gSa tks vius orZeku :i esa ,d 
yk[k 'yksdks a ls vf/d gS vkSj fofHkUu 
lkekftd Jsf.k;ks a o ifjfLFkfr;ks a dk 
ys[kk&tks[kk gSA 
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Texts lay down norms of social 
behaviour; others describe and 
occasionally comment on a wide 
range of social situations and 
practices.  

oqQN xzaFk lkekftd O;ogkj osQ ekunaM r; 
djrs FksA vU; xzaFk lekt dk fp=k.k djrs 
Fks vkSj dHkh&dHkh lekt esa ekStwn fofHkUu 
fjok”kks a ij viuh fVIi.kh Hkh izLrqr djrs 
FksA 
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It meant collecting Sanskrit manuscripts 
of the text, written in a variety of scripts, 
from different parts of the country.  

ns'k osQ fofHkUu Hkkxks a ls fofHkUu fyfi;ks a esa fy[kh 
xbZ egkHkkjr dh laLo`Qr ikaMqfyfi;ks a dks ,df=kr 
fd;k x;kA 

THE CRITICAL EDITION OF THE MAHABHARATA 
egkHkkjr dk lekykspukRed laLdj.k 
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The project took 47 years to complete. 
Two things became apparent: there 
were several common elements in the 
Sanskrit versions of the story, evident 
in manuscripts found all over the 
subcontinent 

bl ifj;kstuk dks iwjk djus esa lS arkyhl o"kZ 
yxsA bl iwjh izfØ;k esa nks ckrsa fo'ks"k :i ls 
mHkj dj vkb± % igyh] laLo`Qr osQ dbZ ikBks a 
osQ vusd va'kks a esa lekurk FkhA ;g bl ckr ls 
gh Li"V gksrk gS fd lewps miegk}hi esa lHkh 
ikaMqfyfi;ks a esa ;g lekurk ns[kus esa vkbZA 
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Families are usually parts of larger 
networks of people defined as 
relatives, or to use a more technical 
term, kinfolk. 

ifjokj ,d cM+s lewg dk fgLlk gksrs gSa 
ftUgsa ge laca/h dgrs gSaA rduhdh Hkk"kk 
dk bLrseky djsa rks ge lacaf/;ks a dks tkfr 
lewg dg ldrs gSaA 

Kinship and Marriage (Many Rules and Varied Practices) 
ca/qrk ,oa fookg (vusd fu;e vkSj O;ogkj dh fofHkUurk) 
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Terms for family and kin  

Sanskrit texts use the term kula to 
designate families and jnati for the 
larger network of kinfolk. The term 
vamsha is used for lineage.  

ifjokj vkSj ca/qrk osQ fy, iz;qDr 'kCn  

laLo`Qr xazFkk s a es a ^oqQy* 'kCn dk iz;ksx ifjokj 
osQ fy, vkSj ^tkfr* dk ckaèkoks a osQ cM+s lewg 
osQ fy, gksrk gSA ih<+h&nj&ih<+h fdlh Hkh oqQy 
osQ iwoZt bdêòs :i esa ,d gh oa'k osQ ekus 
tkrs gSaA  
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Patriliny means tracing descent from 
father to son, grandson and so on. 
Matriliny is the term used when 
descent is traced through the mother.  

fir`oaf'kdrk dk vFkZ gS og oa'k ijaijk tks 
firk osQ iq=k fiQj ikS=k] izikS=k vkfn ls pyrh 
gSA ekr`oaf'kdrk 'kCn dk bLrseky ge rc 
djrs gSa tgk¡ oa'k ijaijk ek¡ ls tqM+h gksrh gSA 
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Mahabharata  

egkHkkjr 
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Feud over land and power 
between two groups of cousins, 
the Kauravas and the Pandavas, 
who belonged to a single ruling 
family, that of the Kurus, a 
lineage dominating one of the 
janapadas  

;g ckaèkoks a osQ nks nyks a&dkSjo vkSj 
ikaMo&osQ chp Hkwfe vkSj lÙkk dks 
ysdj gq, la?k"kZ dk fp=k.k djrh gSA 
nksuks a gh ny oqQ# oa'k ls lacaf/r Fks 
ftudk ,d tuin ij 'kklu FkkA 
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Conflict ended in a battle, in which 
the Pandavas emerged victorious. 
After that, patrilineal succession 
was proclaimed. 

;g la?k"kZ ,d ;q¼ esa ifj.kr gqvk ftlesa 
ikaMo fot;h gq,A buosQ mijkar fir`oaf'kd 
mÙkjkfèkdkj dks mn~?kksf"kr fd;k x;kA 
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Under patriliny, sons could claim 
the resources (including the 
throne in the case of kings) of 
their fathers when the latter died. 

fir`oaf'kdrk esa iq=k firk dh e`R;q osQ 
ckn muosQ lalk/uks a ij (jktkvks a osQ 
lanHkZ esa ¯lgklu Hkh) vf/dkj tek 
ldrs FksA 
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the latter died. 

fir`oaf'kdrk esa iq=k firk dh e`R;q osQ ckn 
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Producing “fine sons”  

Here is an excerpt of a mantra from the 
Rigveda, which was probably inserted in 
the text c. 1000 BCE, to be chanted by the 
priest while conducting the marriage 
ritual. It is used in many Hindu weddings 
even today:  

^mÙke iq=kks a* dk iztuu  

;gk¡ ½Xosn ls ,d ea=k dk va'k m¼`r gS tks bl 
xzaFk esa laHkor% yxHkx 1000 bZ-iw- esa tksM+k x;k 
FkkA fookg laLdkj osQ nkSjku ;g ea=k iqjksfgr }kjk 
i<+k tkrk FkkA vkt Hkh vusd ¯gnw fookg laLdkjks a 
esa bldk iz;ksx gksrk gS % 
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I free her from here, but not from there. I have 
bound her firmly there, so that through the grace of 
Indra she will have fine sons and be fortunate in her 
husband’s love.  

eSa bls ;gk¡ ls eqDr djrk gw¡ ¯drq ogk¡ ls ughaA eSaus bls ogk¡ 
e”kcwrh ls LFkkfir fd;k gS ftlls banz osQ vuqxzg ls blosQ 
mÙke iq=k gks a vkSj ifr osQ izse dk lkSHkkX; bls izkIr gksA  
Indra was one of the principal deities, a god of 
valour, warfare and rain. “Here” and “there” refer to 
the father’s and husband’s house respectively.  

banz 'kkS;Z] ;q¼ vkSj o"kkZ osQ ,d izeq[k nsork FksA ^;gk¡* vkSj 
^ogk¡* ls rkRi;Z firk vkSj ifr osQ x`g ls gSA 
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However, after the premature death of 
Pandu, Dhritarashtra became king, as 
the royal princes were still very young. 
As the princes grew up together, the 
citizens of Hastinapura began to 
express their preference for the 
Pandavas, for they were more capable 
and virtuous than the Kauravas.  

¯drq ikaMq dh vlkef;d e`R;q osQ ckn /`rjk"Vª 
jktk cus] D;ks afd lHkh jktoqQekj vYio;Ld FksA 
tSls&tSls jktoqQekj cM+s gq, gfLrukiqj osQ 
ukxfjd ikaMoks a osQ izfr viuh vfHk#fp O;Dr 
djus yxs D;ks afd os dkSjoks a osQ eqdkcys vf/d 
;ksX; vkSj lnkpkjh FksA 
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Why kinfolk quarrelled  

This is an excerpt from the Adi Parvan 
(literally, the first section) of the 
Sanskrit Mahabharata, describing why 
conflicts arose amongst the Kauravas 
and Pandavas:  

Lotu osQ eè; yM+kbZ D;ks a gqbZ\  

;g m¼j.k laLo`Qr egkHkkjr osQ vkfnioZu~ 
(izFke vè;k;) ls gS vkSj dkSjo ikaMo osQ 
chp gq, la?k"kZ dk fp=k.k djrk gS% 
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The Kauravas were the … sons of 
Dhritarashtra, and the Pandavas … 
were their cousins. Since Dhritarashtra 
was blind, his younger brother Pandu 
ascended the throne of Hastinapura 

dkSjo---/`rjk"Vª osQ iq=k Fks vkSj ikaMo muosQ 
cka/o tu FksA pw¡fd èk`rjk"Vª us=kghu Fks vr% 
muosQ vuqt ikaMq gfLrukiqj osQ ¯lgklu ij 
vklhu gq,A  
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This made Duryodhana, the eldest of 
the Kauravas, jealous. He approached 
his father and said, “You yourself did 
not receive the throne, although it fell 
to you, because of your defect.  

bl ckr ls dkSjoks a esa T;s"B] nq;ks Z/u dks cgqr 
bZ";kZ gqbZA og vius firk osQ ikl x;k vkSj 
cksyk] ¶gs Hkwifr] viw.kZrk osQ dkj.k vkidks 
¯lgklu ij cSBus dk vf/dkj ugha Fkk gkyk¡fd 
;g vkidks izkIr gks x;kA 
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If the Pandava receives the patrimony 
from Pandu, his son will surely inherit it 
in turn, and so will his son, and his. We 
ourselves with our sons shall be 
excluded from the royal succession and 
become of slight regard in the eyes of 
the world, lord of the earth!  

;fn ikaMo ikaMq ls ;g fojklr izkIr djrs gSa rks 
muosQ ckn muosQ iq=k] ikS=k vkSj fiQj izikS=k bl 
iSr`d laifÙk osQ vf/dkjh gks tk,¡xs vkSj ge 
rFkk gekjs iq=k bl jkT; osQ mÙkjkf/dkj ls 
csn[ky gksdj lalkj esa {kqnz le>s tk,¡xsA¸ 
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Passages such as these may not have 
been literally true, but they give us an 
idea about what those who wrote the 
text thought. Sometimes, as in this 
case, they contain conflicting ideas. 

bl rjg osQ m¼j.k v{kj'k% lR; u Hkh gks a rks 
Hkh os bl ckr dk vuqeku djk nsrs gSa fd ftu 
yksxks a us ;g xzaFk fy[kk os D;k lksprs FksA 
dHkh&dHkh] tSls ;gk¡] izdj.kks a esa ijLij fojks/h 
fopkj feyrs gSaA 
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Sons were important for the 
continuity of the patrilineage, 
daughters were viewed rather 
differently within this framework. 
They had no claims to the 
resources of the household.  

tgk¡ fir`oa'k dks vkxs c<+kus osQ fy, iq=k 
egRoiw.kZ Fks ogk¡ bl O;oLFkk esa iqf=k;ks a 
dks vyx rjg ls ns[kk tkrk FkkA iSr`d 
lalk/uks a ij mudk dksbZ vf/dkj ugha FkkA 
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Marrying them into families outside the kin was 
considered desirable. This system, called 
exogamy (literally, marrying outside), meant that 
the lives of young girls and women belonging to 
families that claimed high status were often 
carefully regulated to ensure that they were 
married at the “right” time and to the “right” 
person.  

vius xks=k ls ckgj mudk fookg dj nsuk gh visf{kr 
FkkA bl izFkk dks cfg£ookg i¼fr dgrs gSa vkSj bldk 
rkRi;Z ;g Fkk fd Å¡ph izfr"Bk okys ifjokjks a dh de 
mez dh dU;kvksa vkSj fL=k;ks a dk thou cgqr lko/kuh 
ls fu;fer fd;k tkrk Fkk ftlls ^mfpr* le; vkSj 
^mfpr* O;fDr ls mudk fookg fd;k tk losQA 
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This gave rise to the belief that 
kanyadana or the gift of a 
daughter in marriage was an 
important religious duty of the 
father.  

bldk izHkko ;g gqvk fd dU;knku 
vFkkZr~ fookg esa dU;k dh Hks aV dks 
firk dk egRoiw.kZ /k£ed drZO; ekuk 
x;kA 
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Types of marriages  

Endogamy refers to marriage within a 
unit – this could be a kin group, caste, or 
a group living in the same locality. 

Exogamy refers to marriage outside the 
unit.  

fookg osQ izdkj  

var£ookg esa oSokfgd laca/ lewg osQ eè; gh 
gksrs gSaA ;g lewg ,d xks=k oqQy vFkok ,d tkfr 
;k fiQj ,d gh LFkku ij clus okyks a dk gks 
ldrk gSA 

cfg£ookg xks=k ls ckgj fookg djus dks dgrs gSaA  
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Polygyny is the practice of a man having 
several wives.  

cgqiRuh izFkk ,d iq#"k dh vusd ifRu;k¡ gksus 
dh lkekftd ifjikVh gSA  

Polyandry is the practice of a woman 
having several husbands. 

cgqifr izFkk ,d L=kh osQ vusd ifr gksus dh 
i¼fr gSA 
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Eight forms of marriage  

Here are the first, fourth, fifth and sixth forms 
of marriage from the Manusmriti:  

First: The gift of a daughter, after dressing her 
in costly clothes and honouring her with 
presents of jewels, to a man learned in the 
Veda whom the father himself invites. 

fookg osQ vkB izdkj  

;gk¡ euqLe`fr ls igyh] pkSFkh] ik¡poha vkSj NBh fookg 
i¼fr dk m¼j.k fn;k tk jgk gS %  

igyh % dU;k dk nku] cgqewY; oL=kks a vkSj vyadkjks a ls 
foHkwf"kr dj mls osnK oj dks nku fn;k tk, ftls firk 
us Lo;a vkeaf=kr fd;k gksA  



ca/qRo] tkfr rFkk oxZ 
vkjafHkd lekt  

KINSHIP, CASTE AND CLASS EARLY 
SOCIETIES (C. 600 BCE-600 CE) 

HISTORY 
THEME 03 

Fourth: The gift of a daughter by the 
father after he has addressed the 
couple with the text, “May both of you 
perform your duties together”, and has 
shown honour to the bridegroom 

pkSFkh % firk oj&o/w ;qxy dks ;g dgdj 
lacksf/r djrk gS fd % ¶rqe lkFk feydj vius 
nkf;Roks a dk ikyu djksA¸ rRi'pkr og oj dk 
lEeku dj mls dU;k dk nku djrk gSA 
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Fifth: When the bridegroom receives a 
maiden, after having given as much wealth 
as he can afford to the kinsmen and to the 
bride herself, according to his own will.  

ik¡poha % oj dks o/w dh izkfIr rc gksrh gS tc og 
viuh {kerk o bPNkuqlkj mlosQ cka/oks a dks vkSj Lo;a 
o/w dks ;Fks"V /u iznku djrk gSA 
Sixth: The voluntary union of a maiden and 
her lover … which springs from desire … 

NBha % L=kh vkSj iq#"k osQ chp viuh bPNk ls la;ksx--- 
ftldh mRifÙk dke ls gS--- 
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Brahmanas responded by 
laying down codes of social 
behaviour in great detail.  

czkã.kks a us lekt osQ fy, foLr`r 
vkpkj lafgrk,¡ rS;kj dhaA 

Norms were compiled in Sanskrit 
texts known as the Dharmasutras 
and Dharmashastras. 

bu ekunaMks a dk ladyu /eZlw=k o 
/eZ'kkL=k uked laLo`Qr xzaFkk s a esa fd;k 
x;kA 
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Brahmana authors of these 
texts claimed that their point of 
view had universal validity and 
that what they prescribed had 
to be obeyed by everybody 

czkã.k ys[kdks a dk ;g ekuuk Fkk fd 
mudk n`f"Vdks.k lkoZHkkSfed gS vkSj 
muosQ cuk, fu;eks a dk lcosQ }kjk 
ikyu gksuk pkfg,] ¯drq okLrfod 
lkekftd laca/ dgha vf/d tfVy 
FksA 
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Dharmasutras and Dharmashastras 
recognised as many as eight forms 
of marriage.  

/eZlw=k vkSj /eZ'kkL=k fookg osQ vkB 
izdkjks a dks viuh Loho`Qfr nsrs gSaA 
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First four were considered as “good” 
while the remaining were 
condemned. It is possible that these 
were practised by those who did not 
accept Brahmanical norms. 

igys pkj ^mÙke* ekus tkrs Fks vkSj ckfd;ks a 
dks ¯ufnr ekuk x;kA laHko gS fd ;s fookg 
i¼fr;k¡ mu yksxks a esa izpfyr Fkha tks 
czkã.kh; fu;eks a dks vLohdkj djrs FksA 
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Classify people  

Ykksxks a  

In terms of gotras  

xks=kks a esa oxhZo`Qr djus dh Fkh 
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All those who belonged to the 
same gotra were regarded as his 
descendants.  

ml xks=k osQ lnL; ½f"k osQ oa'kt ekus 
tkrs FksA 
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Women were expected to give up their 
father’s gotra and adopt that of their 
husband on marriage and members of 
the same gotra could not marry.  

fL=k;ks a dks firk osQ LFkku ij ifr osQ xks=k dk 
ekuk tkrk Fkk rFkk ,d gh xks=k osQ lnL; 
vkil esa fookg laca/ ugha j[k ldrs FksA 
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Names of Satavahana kings from inscriptions  

These are the names of several generations 
of Satavahana rulers, recovered from 
inscriptions. Note the uniform title raja.  

vfHkys[kks a ls lkrokgu jktkvks a osQ uke 

vfHkys[kks a ls lkrokgu jktkvks a dh dbZ ihf<+;ks a ds uke 
izkIr gq, gSaA bu lHkh ukeks a es a jktk dh ,d tSlh inoh 
ij è;ku nhft,A 
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Also note the following word, which ends with 
the term puta, a Prakrit word meaning “son”. 
The term Gotami-puta means “son of Gotami”. 
Names like Gotami and Vasithi are feminine 
forms of Gotama and Vasistha, Vedic seers 
after whom gotras were named.  

blosQ vykok vxys 'kCn dks Hkh yf{kr dhft, ftldk 
iqÙk ls var gksrk gSA ;g ,d izko`Qr 'kCn gS ftldk vFkZ 
^iq=k* gSA xksreh&iqÙk dk vFkZ gS ^xksreh dk iq=k*A xksreh 
vkSj oflfFk L=khokph uke gSa xkSre vkSj of'k"B osQA ;s 
nksuks a oSfnd ½f"k Fks ftuosQ uke ls xks=k gSaA 
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Raja Gotami-puta Siri-Satakani /  
jktk xksreh&iqÙk fljh&lkrdfu  

Raja Vasithi-puta (sami-) Siri-Pulumayi /  

jktk oflfFk&iqÙk (lkfe) flfj&iqyqekf; 

Raja Gotami-puta sami-Siri-Yana-Satakani / 
jktk xksreh&iqÙk lkfe&flfj&;u&lkrdfu  

Raja Madhari-puta svami-Sakasena /  

jktk e/kfj&iqÙk Lokfe&ldlsu 
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Raja Vasathi-puta Chatarapana-Satakani  

jktk gfjfr&iqÙk pÙkjiu&lkrdfu  
Raja Hariti-puta Vinhukada Chutukulanamda-
Satakamni  

jktk gfjfr&iqÙk fougqdn prqoqQykuEn&lkrdefu  
Raja Gotami-puta Siri-Vijaya- Satakani   

jktk xksreh&iqÙk fljh&fot;&lkrdfu 
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A Satavahana ruler and his wife 
This is one of the rare sculptural 
depictions of a ruler from the 
wall of a cave donated to 
Buddhist monks. This sculpture 
dates to c. second century BCE. 

 ,d lkrokgu jktk rFkk mldh iRuh 
lkrokgu jktkvks a dh vko`Qfr;k¡ cgq/k 
mu xqiQkvks a dh fHkfÙk;ks a ij mRdh.kZ dh 
tkrh Fkha ftUgsa ckS¼ fHk{kqvks a dks nku esa 
fn;k tkrk FkkA ;g ew£r yxHkx nwljh 
'krkCnh bZlk iwoZ dh gSA 
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Metronymics in the Upanishads 

The Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, one of the 
earliest Upanishads (see also Chapter 4), 
contains a list of successive generations of 
teachers and students, many of whom were 
designated by metronymics.  

mifu"kn esa ekr`uke  

c`gnkj.;d mifu"kn esa tks vkjafHkd mifu"knks a esa ls ,d 
gS (nsf[k, vè;k; 4) vkpk;ks ± vkSj f'k";ks a dh mÙkjksÙkj 
ihf<+;ks a dh lwph feyrh gS] ftlesa ls dbZ yksxks a dks 
muosQ ekr`ukeks a ls fu£n"V fd;k x;k FkkA  
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Satavahana rulers were polygynous 
(that is, had more than one wife) 

 lkrokgu jktk cgqiRuh izFkk (vFkkZr~ ,d ls 
vf/d iRuh) dks ekuus okys FksA 
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Women who married Satavahana rulers 
indicates that many of them had names 
derived from gotras such as Gotama and 
Vasistha, their father’s gotras. 

lkrokgu jktkvks a ls fookg djus okyh jkfu;ks a osQ 
ukeks a dk fo'ys"k.k bl rF; dh vksj bafxr djrk 
gS fd muosQ uke xkSre rFkk ofl"B xks=kks a ls 
mn~Hkwr Fks tks muosQ firk osQ xks=k FksA 
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Endogamy or marriage within 
the kin group, which was (and 
is) prevalent amongst several 
communities in south India. 

oSdfYid izFkk var£ookg i¼fr vFkkZr~ 
ca/qvks a esa fookg laca/ dks n'kkZrk gS 
ftldk izpyu nf{k.k Hkkjr osQ dbZ 
leqnk;ks a esa (Hkh) gSA 
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Satavahana rulers were identified 
through metronymics (names derived 
from that of the mother). Although 
this may suggest that mothers were 
important 

lkrokgu jktkvks a dks muosQ ekr`uke (ekrk 
osQ uke ls mn~Hkwr) ls fpfÉr fd;k tkrk 
FkkA blls ;g izrhr gksrk gS fd ekrk,¡ 
egRoiw.kZ Fkha 
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Satavahanas we know that 
succession to the throne was 
generally patrilineal.  

lkrokgu jktkvks a osQ lanHkZ esa gesa ;g 
Kkr gS fd ¯lgklu dk mÙkjkf/dkj 
fir`oaf'kd gksrk FkkA 
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A battle scene This is amongst the 
earliest sculptural depictions of a 
scene from the Mahabharata, a 
terracotta sculpture from the 
walls of a temple in Ahichchhatra 
(Uttar Pradesh), c. fifth century 
CE. 

,d ;q¼ dk n`'; ;g egkHkkjr osQ n`';ks a 
osQ lcls izkphu ew£r fp=k.kks a es a ls ,d 
gSA ;g feêðh dh ew£r vfgPN=k (mÙkj 
izns'k) osQ ,d eafnj dh nhokj ij 
mRdh.kZ gS tks yxHkx ik¡poha 'krkCnh 
bZloh dh gSA 
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 A mother’s advice 

The Mahabharata describes how, when 
war between the Kauravas and the 
Pandavas became almost inevitable, 
Gandhari made one last appeal to her 
eldest son Duryodhana:  

ekrk dh lykg  

egkHkkjr esa mYys[k feyrk gS fd tc dkSjoks a vkSj 
ikaMoks a osQ chp ;q¼ vo';aHkkoh gks x;k rks 
xka/kjh us vius T;s"B iq=k nq;ks Z/u ls ;q¼ u djus 
dh fourh dh % 
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By making peace you honour your father and 
me, as well as your well-wishers … it is the 
wise man in control of his senses who guards 
his kingdom. Greed and anger drag a man 
away from his profits; by defeating these two 
enemies a king conquers the earth  

'kkafr dh laf/ djosQ rqe vius firk] esjk rFkk vius 
'kqHksPNqdks a dk lEeku djksxs---- foosdh iq#"k tks viuh 
bafnz;ks a ij fu;a=k.k j[krk gS ogh vius jkT; dh 
j[kokyh djrk gSA ykyp vkSj Øks/ vkneh dks ykHk ls 
nwj [knsM+dj ys tkrs gSa_ bu nksuks a 'k=kqvks a dks ijkftr 
dj jktk leLr i`Foh dks thr ldrk gSA  
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You will happily enjoy the earth, my son, along with the 
wise and heroic Pandavas … There is no good in a war, 
no law (dharma) and profit (artha), let alone happiness; 
nor is there (necessarily) victory in the end – don’t set 
your mind on war. 

gs iq=k rqe foosdh vkSj ohj ikaMoks a osQ lkFk lkuan bl i`Foh dk 
Hkksx djksxs--- ;q¼ esa oqQN Hkh 'kqHk ugha gksrk] uk /eZ vkSj vFkZ 
dh izkfIr gksrh gS vkSj uk gh izlUurk dh_ ;q¼ osQ var esa 
liQyrk feys ;g Hkh ”k:jh ugha--- vius eu dks ;q¼ esa fyIr er 
djks---  
Duryodhana did not listen to this advice and fought 
and lost the war.  

nq;ks Z/u us ek¡ dh lykg ugha ekuh] og ;q¼ esa yM+k vkSj gkj x;kA 
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Caste, which refers to a set 
of hierarchically ordered 
social categories. 

^tkfr* 'kCn ls ifjfpr gks axs tks 
,d lksikukRed lkekftd 
oxhZdj.k dks n'kkZrk gSA  

Social Differences: Within and Beyond the Framework of Caste 

lkekftd fo"kerk,¡ o.kZ O;oLFkk osQ nk;js esa vkSj mlls ijs 
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Ideal order was laid down in the 
Dharmasutras and Dharmashastras.  

/eZlw=kks a vkSj /eZ'kkL=kks a esa ,d vkn'kZ 
O;oLFkk dk mYys[k fd;k x;k FkkA 
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Brahmanas claimed that this order, in 
which they were ranked first, was 
divinely ordained, while placing 
groups classified as Shudras and 
“untouchables” at the very bottom of 
the social order. Positions within the 
order were supposedly determined by 
birth. 

czkã.kks a dk ;g ekuuk Fkk fd ;g O;oLFkk 
ftlesa Lo;a mUgsa igyk n”kkZ izkIr gS] ,d 
nSoh; O;oLFkk gSA 'kwnzk s a vkSj ^vLi`';ks a* dks 
lcls fupys Lrj ij j[kk tkrk FkkA bl 
O;oLFkk esa n”kkZ laHkor% tUe osQ vuqlkj 
fu/kZfjr ekuk tkrk FkkA 
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Brahmanas were supposed to 
study and teach the Vedas, 
perform sacrifices and get 
sacrifices performed, and give 
and receive gifts.  

czkã.kks a dk dk;Z vè;;u] osnks a dh f'k{kk] 
;K djuk vkSj djokuk Fkk rFkk mudk 
dke nku nsuk vkSj ysuk FkkA 
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Kshatriyas were to engage in 
warfare, protect people and 
administer justice, study the Vedas, 
get sacrifices performed, and make 
gifts. 

{kf=k;ks a dk deZ ;q¼ djuk] yksxks a dks lqj{kk 
iznku djuk] U;k; djuk] osn i<+uk]  ;K 
djokuk vkSj nku&nf{k.kk nsuk FkkA 
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Vaishyas, who were in addition 
expected to engage in 
agriculture, pastoralism and 
trade. Shudras were assigned 
only one occupation – that of 
serving the three “higher” 
varnas. 

oS';ks a osQ fy, Hkh Fks lkFk gh muls 
o`Qf"k] xkS&ikyu vkSj O;kikj dk deZ Hkh 
visf{kr FkkA 'kwnzk s a osQ fy, ek=k ,d gh 
thfodk Fkhµrhuks a ^mPp* o.kks ± dh lsok 
djukA  
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A divine order?  

To justify their claims, Brahmanas 
often cited a verse from a hymn in 
the Rigveda known as the Purusha 
sukta, describing the sacrifice of 
Purusha, the primeval man. 

,d nSoh; O;oLFkk\  

viuh ekU;rk dks izekf.kr djus osQ fy, 
czkã.k cgq/k ½Xosn osQ iq#"klwDr ea=k dks 
m¼`r djrs Fks tks vkfn ekuo iq#"k dh cfy 
dk fp=k.k djrk gSA  
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All the elements of the universe, including 
the four social categories, were supposed 
to have emanated from his body:  

txr osQ lHkh rRo ftuesa pkjks a o.kZ 'kkfey gSa] blh 
iq#"k osQ 'kjhj ls mits FksA  
The Brahmana was his mouth, of his arms 
was made the Kshatriya.  

czkã.k mldk eq¡g Fkk] mldh Hkqtkvks a ls {kf=k; 
fu£er gqvkA  

His thighs became the Vaishya, of his feet 
the Shudra was born. 

oS'; mldh ta?kk Fkh] mlosQ iSj ls 'kwnz dh mRifÙk 
gqbZA  
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 “Proper” social roles  

Here is a story from the Adi Parvan of the 
Mahabharata: Once Drona, a Brahmana who taught 
archery to the Kuru princes, was approached by 
Ekalavya, a forestdwelling nishada (a hunting 
community). When Drona, who knew the dharma, 
refused to have him as his pupil 

 ^mfpr* lkekftd drZO;  

egkHkkjr osQ vkfnioZu~ ls ,d dgkuh m¼`r gS % ,d ckj 
czkã.k nzks.k osQ ikl] tks oqQ# oa'k osQ jktoqQekjks a dks èkuq£o|k 
dh f'k{kk nsrs Fks] ,dyO; uked ouoklh fu"kkn (f'kdkjh 
leqnk;) vk;kA nzks.k us tks /eZ le>rs Fks] mls f'k"; osQ :i 
esa Lohdkj djus ls euk dj fn;kA  
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Ekalavya returned to the forest, prepared an image 
of Drona out of clay, and treating it as his teacher, 
began to practise on his own. In due course, he 
acquired great skill in archery. One day, the Kuru 
princes went hunting and their dog, wandering in 
the woods, came upon Ekalavya. 

,dyO; us ou esa ykSV dj feêhð ls nzks.k dh izfrek cukbZ rFkk 
mls viuk xq# eku dj og Lo;a gh rhj pykus dk vH;kl 
djus yxkA le; osQ lkFk og rhj pykus esa fl¼gLr gks x;kA 
,d fnu oqQ# jktoqQekj vius oqQÙks osQ lkFk taxy esa f'kdkj 
djrs gq, ,dyO; osQ lehi igq¡p x,A 
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When the dog smelt the dark nishada wrapped in 
black deer skin, his body caked with dirt, it began 
to bark. Annoyed, Ekalavya shot seven arrows into 
its mouth. When the dog returned to the Pandavas, 
they were amazed at this superb display of archery. 
They tracked down Ekalavya, who introduced 
himself as a pupil of Drona. 

oqQÙkk dkys e`x dh peM+h osQ oL=k esa fyiVs fu"kkn dks ns[kdj 
HkkS adus yxkA Øksf/r gksdj ,dyO; us ,d lkFk lkr rhj 
pykdj mldk eq¡g can dj fn;kA tc og oqQÙkk ykSVk rks ikaMo 
rhjank”kh dk ;g vn~Hkqr n`'; ns[kdj vk'p;Zpfdr gks x,A 
mUgks aus ,dyO; dks ryk'kk] mlus Lo;a dks nzks.k dk f'k"; 
crk;kA  
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Drona had once told his favourite 
student Arjuna, that he would be 
unrivalled amongst his pupils. Arjuna 
now reminded Drona about this. 
Drona approached Ekalavya, who 
immediately acknowledged and 
honoured him as his teacher. 

nzks.k us vius fiz; f'k"; vtqZu ls ,d ckj ;g 
dgk Fkk fd og muosQ lHkh f'k";ks a esa vf}rh; 
rhjank”k cusxkA vtqZu us nzks.k dks mudk ;g 
iz.k ;kn fnyk;kA nzks.k ,dyO; osQ ikl x, 
ftlus mUgsa viuk xq# ekudj iz.kke fd;kA  
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When Drona demanded his right thumb 
as his fee, Ekalavya unhesitatingly cut 
it off and offered it. But thereafter, 
when he shot with his remaining 
fingers, he was no longer as fast as he 
had been before. Thus, Drona kept his 
word: no one was better than Arjuna.  

rc nzks.k us xq# nf{k.kk osQ :i esa ,dyO; ls 
mlosQ nkfgus gkFk dk v¡xwBk ek¡x fy;kA 
,dyO; us I+kQk Sju xq# dks viuk v¡xwBk dkV 
dj ns fn;kA vc ,dyO; rhj pykus esa mruk 
rs”k ugha jgkA bl rjg nzks.k us vtqZu dks fn, 
opu dks fuHkk;k % dksbZ Hkh vtqZu ls csgrj 
/uq/kZjh ugha jgkA 
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According to the Shastras, 
only Kshatriyas could be kings 

'kkL=kks a osQ vuqlkj osQoy {kf=k; jktk 
gks ldrs FksA  
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Mauryas, who ruled over a large 
empire, has been hotly debated. 
While later Buddhist texts 
suggested they were Kshatriyas, 
Brahmanical texts described them 
as being of “low” origin.  

ekS;Z oa'k ftlus ,d fo'kky lkezkT; ij 
'kklu fd;k] osQ mn~Hko ij xeZtks'kh ls 
cgl gksrh jgh gSA ckn osQ ckS¼ xzaFkks a es a 
;g bafxr fd;k x;k gS fd os {kf=k; Fks 
¯drq czkã.kh; 'kkL=k mUgsa ^fuEu* oqQy dk 
ekurs gSaA 
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Jati, like varna, was based on birth.  

tkfr Hkh tUe ij vk/kfjr FkhA  

Number of varnas was fixed at 
four, there was no restriction on 
the number of jatis. 

o.kZ tgk¡ ek=k pkj Fks ogha tkfr;ks a dh 
dksbZ fuf'pr la[;k ugha FkhA 
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Silver coin depicting a Shaka ruler, 
c. fourth century CE 

'kd 'kkld dks fpf=kr djrk pk¡nh dk 
flDdk] yxHkx pkSFkh 'krkCnh bZloh 
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Jatis which shared a common 
occupation or profession 
were sometimes organised 
into shrenis or guilds. 

os tkfr;k¡ tks ,d gh thfodk 
vFkok O;olk; ls tqM+h Fkha mUgsa 
dHkh&dHkh Jsf.k;ks a esa Hkh laxfBr 
fd;k tkrk FkkA  
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The case of the merchants  

Sanskrit texts and inscriptions used the 
term vanik to designate merchants. While 
trade was defined as an occupation for 
Vaishyas in the Shastras, a more complex 
situation is evident in plays 

 of.kdks a dh fLFkfr  

laLo`Qr osQ xzaFk vkSj vfHkys[kks a es a O;kikfj;ks a osQ 
fy, of.kd 'kCn iz;qDr fd;k tkrk gSA gkyk¡fd 
'kkL=kks a esa O;kikj dks oS';ks a dh thfodk crk;k 
tkrk gS vU; lzksrks a es a vf/d tfVy ifjfLFkfr 
ns[kus dks feyrh gSA 
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such as the Mrichchhakatika written by 
Shudraka (c. fourth century CE), Here, the 
hero Charudatta was described as both a 
Brahmana and a sarthavaha or merchant 
And a fifth-century inscription describes 
two brothers who made a donation for the 
construction of a temple as kshatriya-
vaniks.  

tSls 'kwnzd osQ ukVd e`PNdfVde~ (yxHkx pkSFkh 
'krkCnh bZloh) esa uk;d pk#nÙk dks czkã.k& 
of.kd crk;k x;k gSA ik¡poha 'krkCnh bZloh osQ ,d 
vfHkys[k eas nks Hkkb;ks a dks {kf=k;&of.kd dgk x;k 
gS] ftUgks aus ,d eafnj osQ fuekZ.k osQ fy, èku fn;kA 
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There were, and always have 
been, populations whose social 
practices were not influenced 
by Brahmanical ideas. 

;gk¡ ges'kk ls ,sls leqnk; jgs gSa ftu 
ij czkã.kh; fopkjks a dk dksbZ izHkko 
ugha iM+k gSA 
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Who spoke non-Sanskritic 
languages were labelled as 
mlechchhas and looked down 
upon 

;nk&dnk mu yksxks a dks tks vlaLo`Qr 
Hkk"kh Fks] mUgsa eysPN dgdj gs; 
n`f"V ls ns[kk tkrk FkkA 
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These included forest-
dwellers – for whom 
hunting and gathering 
remained an important 
means of subsistence. 

,sls oqQN mnkgj.k ou izkarj esa 
clus okys yksxks a osQ gSa ftuosQ 
fy, f'kdkj vkSj oaQn&ewy laxzg 
djuk thou&fuokZg dk egRoiw.kZ 
lkèku FkkA 
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ck?k ln`'k ifr  

;g lkjka'k egkHkkjr osQ vkfnioZu~ ls 
m¼`r dgkuh dk gS % 

ikaMo xgu ou esa pys x, FksA Fkd dj 
os lks x,_ osQoy f}rh; ikaMo Hkhe tks 
vius cy osQ fy, izfl¼ Fks] j[kokyh 
djrs jgsA ,d ujHk{kh jk{kl dks ikaMoks a 
dh ekuq"k xa/ us fopfyr fd;k vkSj 
mlus viuh cgu fgfMEck dks mUgsa 
idM+dj ykus osQ fy, HkstkA 

A tiger-like husband  

This is a summary of a story 
from the Adi Parvan of the 
Mahabharata:  

The Pandavas had fled into 
the forest. They were tired 
and fell asleep; only Bhima, 
the second Pandava, 
renowned for his prowess, 
was keeping watch. A man-
eating rakshasa caught the 
scent of the Pandavas and 
sent his sister Hidimba to 
capture them 
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She fell in love with Bhima, transformed 
herself into a lovely maiden and 
proposed to him. He refused. Meanwhile, 
the rakshasa arrived and challenged 
Bhima to a wrestling match. Bhima 
accepted the challenge and killed him.  

fgfMEck Hkhe dks ns[kdj eksfgr gks xbZa vkSj ,d 
lqanj L=kh osQ os"k esa mlus Hkhe ls fookg dk 
izLrko fd;k] ftls mUgks aus vLohdkj dj fn;kA bl 
chp jk{kl ogk¡ vk x;k vkSj mlus Hkhe dks eYy 
;q¼ osQ fy, yydkjkA Hkhe us mldh pqukSrh dks 
Lohdkj fd;k vkSj mldk o/ dj fn;kA 
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The others woke up hearing the noise. 
Hidimba introduced herself, and 
declared her love for Bhima.  

'kksj lqudj vU; ikaMo tkx x,A fgfMEck us 
mUgsa viuk ifjp; fn;k vkSj Hkhe osQ izfr 
vius izse ls mUgsa voxr djk;kA 
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She told Kunti: “I have forsaken my friends, 
my dharma and my kin; and good lady, chosen 
your tiger-like son for my man … whether you 
think me a fool, or your devoted servant, let 
me join you, great lady, with your son as my 
husband.”  

og oqaQrh ls cksyh % ¶gs mÙke nsoh] eSaus fe=k] cka/o 
vkSj vius /eZ dk Hkh ifjR;kx dj fn;k gS vkSj vkiosQ 
ck?k ln`'k iq=k dk vius ifr osQ :i esa p;u fd;k gS--
pkgs vki eq>s ew[kZ le>as vFkok viuh le£ir nklh] 
o`Qi;k eq>s vius lkFk ysa rFkk vkidk iq=k esjk ifr 
gksA¸ 
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Ultimately, Yudhisthira agreed to the 
marriage on condition that they would 
spend the day together but that Bhima 
would return every night. The couple 
roamed all over the world during the day 

varr% ;qf/f"Bj bl 'krZ ij bl fookg osQ fy, 
rS;kj gks x, fd Hkhe fnuHkj fgfMEck osQ lkFk 
jgdj jkf=k esa muosQ ikl vk tk,¡xsA ;g naifr 
fnu Hkj lHkh yksdks a dh lSj djrsA 
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In due course Hidimba gave 
birth to a rakshasa boy named 
Ghatotkacha. Then the 
mother and son left the 
Pandavas. Ghatotkacha 
promised to return to the 
Pandavas whenever they 
needed him.  

Some historians suggest that 
the term rakshasa is used to 
describe people whose 
practices differed from those 
laid down in Brahmanical 
texts.  

le; vkus ij fgfMEck us ,d jk{kl 
iq=k dks tUe fn;k ftldk uke 
?kVksRdp j[kkA rRi'pkr ek¡ vkSj iq=k 
ikaMoks a dks NksM+dj ou esa pys x, 
¯drq ?kVksRdp us ;g iz.k fd;k fd 
tc Hkh ikaMoks a dks mldh ”k:jr gksxh 
og mifLFkr gks tk,xkA  

oqQN bfrgkldkjks a dk ;g er gS fd 
jk{kl mu yksxks a dks dgk tkrk Fkk 
ftuosQ vkpkj&O;ogkj mu ekunaMks a ls 
fHkUu Fks ftudk fp=k.k czkã.kh; xzaFkk s a 
esa gqvk FkkA  
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Brahmanas considered some 
people as being outside the 
system, they also developed a 
sharper social divide by 
classifying certain social 
categories as “untouchable” 

czkã.k oqQN yksxks a dks o.kZ O;oLFkk 
okyh lkekftd iz.kkyh osQ ckgj ekurs 
FksA lkFk gh mUgks aus lekt osQ oqQN 
oxks ± dks ^vLi`';* ?kksf"kr dj 
lkekftd oS"kE; dks vkSj vf/d iz[kj 
cuk;kA  
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This rested on a notion that 
certain activities, especially 
those connected with the 
performance of rituals, were 
sacred and byextension 
“pure”. 

czkã.kks a dk ;g ekuuk Fkk fd oqQN 
deZ] [kklrkSj ls os tks vuq"Bkuks a osQ 
laiknu ls tqM+s Fks] iquhr vkSj ^ifo=k* 
FksA  
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Those who considered 
themselves pure avoided 
taking food from those they 
designated as 
“untouchable”. 

vr% vius dks ifo=k ekuus okys 
yksx vLi`';ks a ls Hkkstu ugha 
Lohdkj djrs FksA 
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Some activities were regarded as 
particularly “polluting”. These 
included handling corpses and 
dead animals. Those who 
performed such tasks, designated 
as chandalas, were placed at the 
very bottom of the hierarchy.  

oqQN dk;Z ,sls Fks ftUgsa [kklrkSj ls 
^nwf"kr* ekuk tkrk FkkA 'koks a dh vaR;sf"V 
vkSj e`r i'kqvks a dks Nwus okyks a dks 
pk.Mky dgk tkrk FkkA mUgsa o.kZ O;oLFkk 
okys lekt esa lcls fuEu dksfV esa j[kk 
tkrk FkkA 
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Manusmriti laid down the “duties” 
of the chandalas. They had to live 
outside the village, use discarded 
utensils, and wear clothes of the 
dead and ornaments of iron. 

euqLe`fr esa pk.Mkyks a osQ ^drZO;ks a* dh 
lwph feyrh gSA mUgsa xk¡o osQ ckgj jguk 
gksrk FkkA os isaQosQ gq, crZuks a dk bLrseky 
djrs Fks] ejs gq, yksxks a osQ oL=k rFkk yksgs 
osQ vkHkw"k.k igurs FksA  
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Depiction of a mendicant 
seeking alms, stone sculpture 
(Gandhara) c. third century, 
CE  

,d fHk{kq dk fp=k.k] iRFkj dh ew£r 
(xka/kj) yxHkx rhljh 'krkCnh 
bZloh 
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They could not walk about in 
villages and cities at night 

jkf=k esa os xk¡o vkSj uxjks a esa 
py&fiQj ugha ldrs FksA 
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The Bodhisatta as a chandala  

Did chandalas resist the attempts to push 
them to the bottom of the social order? Read 
this story, which is part of the Matanga Jataka, 
a Pali text, where the Bodhisatta (the Buddha 
in a previous birth) is identified as a chandala 

cksf/lÙk ,d pk.Mky osQ :i esa  

D;k pk.Mkyks a us vius dks lekt dh lcls fupyh Js.kh 
esa j[ks tkus dk izfrjks/ fd;k\ ;g dgkuh if<+, tks 
ikfy esa fy[kh ekrax tkrd ls yh xbZ gSA bl dFkk esa 
cksf/lÙk (iwoZtUe esa cq¼) ,d pk.Mky osQ :i esa 
fpf=kr gSaA 
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Once, the Bodhisatta was born outside 
the city of Banaras as a chandala’s son 
and named Matanga. One day, when he 
had gone to the city on some work, he 
encountered Dittha Mangalika, the 
daughter of a merchant 

,d ckj cksf/lÙk us cukjl uxj osQ ckgj ,d 
pk.Mky osQ iq=k osQ :i esa tUe fy;k] mudk uke 
ekrax FkkA ,d fnu os fdlh dk;Zo'k uxj esa x, 
vkSj ogk¡ mudh eqykdkr fnFFk ekaxfyd uked 
,d O;kikjh dh iq=kh ls gqbZA 



ca/qRo] tkfr rFkk oxZ 
vkjafHkd lekt  

KINSHIP, CASTE AND CLASS EARLY 
SOCIETIES (C. 600 BCE-600 CE) 

HISTORY 
THEME 03 

When she saw him, she exclaimed “I 
have seen something inauspicious” and 
washed her eyes. The angry hangers-on 
then beat him up. In protest, he went and 
lay down at the door of her father’s 
house. 

mUgsa ns[kdj og fpYykbZ ¶eSaus oqQN v'kqHk ns[k 
fy;k gSA¸ ;g dgdj mlus viuh vk¡[ks a /ksb±A 
mlosQ Øksf/r lsodksa us ekrax dh fiVkbZ dhA 
fojks/ esa ekrax O;kikjh osQ ?kj osQ njok”ks osQ 
ckgj tkdj ysV x,A 
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On the seventh day they brought out the 
girl and gave her to him. She carried the 
starving Matanga back to the chandala 
settlement. Once he returned home, he 
decided to renounce the world. After 
attaining spiritual powers, he returned to 
Banaras and married her 

fnFFk miokl ls {kh.k gq, ekrax dks ysdj 
pk.Mky cLrh esa vkbZA ?kj ykSVus ij ekrax us 
lalkj R;kxus dk fu.kZ; fy;kA vykSfdd 'kfDr 
gkfly djus osQ mijkar og cukjl ykSVs vkSj 
mUgks aus fnFFk ls fookg dj fy;kA  
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ek.MO;oqQekj uked mudk ,d iq=k 
gqvkA cM+s gksus ij mlus rhu osnks a dk 
vè;;u fd;k rFkk izR;sd fnu og 
16,000 czkã.kks a dks Hkkstu djkrk 
FkkA  

,d fnu iQVs oL=k igus rFkk feêhð 
dk fHk{kk ik=k gkFk esa fy, ekrax 
vius iq=k osQ njok”ks ij vk, vkSj 
mUgks aus Hkkstu ek¡xkA 

A son named Mandavya 
Kumara was born to them. 
He learnt the three Vedas 
as he grew up and began to 
provide food to 16,000 
Brahmanas every day.  

One day, Matanga, dressed 
in rags, with a clay alms 
bowl in his hand, arrived at 
his son’s doorstep and 
begged for food. 
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Mandavya replied that he looked like an 
outcaste and was unworthy of alms; the food 
was meant for the Brahmanas. Matanga said: 
“Those who are proud of their birth and are 
ignorant do not deserve gifts. On the contrary, 
those who are free from vices are worthy of 
offerings.” 

ek.MO; us dgk fd os ,d ifrr vkneh izrhr gksrs gSa 
vr% fHk{kk osQ ;ksX; ugha] Hkkstu czkã.kks a osQ fy, gSA 
ekrax us mÙkj fn;k] ¶ftUgas vius tUe ij xoZ gS ij 
vKkuh gSa os Hks aV osQ ik=k ugha gSaA blosQ foijhr tks yksx 
nks"keqDr gSa os Hks aV osQ ;ksX; gSaA¸ 
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Mandavya lost his temper and asked his servants 
to throw the man out. Matanga rose in the air and 
disappeared. When Dittha Mangalika learnt about 
the incident, she followed Matanga and begged his 
forgiveness. He asked her to take a bit of the 
leftover from his bowl and give it to Mandavya and 
the Brahmanas …  

ek.MO; us Øksf/r gksdj vius lsodks a ls ekrax dks ?kj ls 
ckgj fudkyus dks dgkA ekrax vkdk'k esa tkdj vn`'; gks 
x,A tc fnFFk ekaxfyd dks bl izlax osQ ckjs esa irk pyk rks 
og muls ekI+kQh ek¡xus osQ fy, muosQ ihNs vkbZA ekrax us 
mlls dgk fd og muosQ fHk{kk ik=k esa cps gq, Hkkstu dk 
oqQN va'k ek.MO; rFkk czkã.kks a dks ns nsa---  
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Draupadi’s question 

 Draupadi is supposed to have asked 
Yudhisthira whether he had lost 
himself before staking her. Two 
contrary opinions were expressed in 
response to this question. 

nzkSinh osQ iz'u  

,slk ekuk tkrk gS fd nzkSinh us ;qf/f"Bj ls 
;g iz'u fd;k Fkk fd og mls nk¡o ij 
yxkus ls igys Lo;a dks gkj cSBs Fks vFkok 
ughaA bl iz'u osQ mÙkj esa nks fHkUu erks a dks 
izLrqr fd;k x;kA 
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One, that even if Yudhisthira had lost 
himself earlier, his wife remained 
under his control, so he could stake 
her.  

izFke rks ;g fd ;fn ;qf/f"Bj us Lo;a dks 
gkj tkus osQ i'pkr nzkSinh dks nk¡o ij 
yxk;k rks ;g vuqfpr ugha D;ka sfd iRuh ij 
ifr dk fu;a=k.k lnSo jgrk gSA 
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nwljk ;g fd ,d nklRo Lohdkj 
djus okyk iq#"k (tSls ml {k.k 
;qfèkf"Bj Fks) fdlh vkSj dks nk¡o ij 
ugha yxk ldrkA  

bu eqíks a dk dksbZ fu"d"kZ ugha fudyk 
vkSj varr% /`rjk"Vª us lHkh ikaMoks a 
vkSj nzk Sinh dks mudh futh Lora=krk 
iqu% ykSVk nhA 

Two, that an unfree man (as 
Yudhisthira was when he had 
lost himself) could not stake 
another person.  

The matter remained 
unresolved; ultimately, 
Dhritarashtra restored to the 
Pandavas and Draupadi their 
personal freedom. 



ca/qRo] tkfr rFkk oxZ 
vkjafHkd lekt  

KINSHIP, CASTE AND CLASS EARLY 
SOCIETIES (C. 600 BCE-600 CE) 

HISTORY 
THEME 03 

According to the Manusmriti, the 
paternal estate was to be divided 
equally amongst sons after the death 
of the parents, with a special share for 
the eldest. Women could not claim a 
share of these resources.  

euqLe`fr osQ vuqlkj iSr`d ”kk;nkn dk 
ekrk&firk dh e`R;q osQ ckn lHkh iq=kks a esa leku 
:i ls c¡Vokjk fd;k tkuk pkfg, ¯drq T;s"B 
iq=k fo'ks"k Hkkx dk vf/dkjh FkkA fL=k;k¡ bl 
iSr`d lalk/u esa fgLlsnkjh dh ek¡x ugha dj 
ldrh FkhaA 

Beyond Birth (Resources and Status) 

tUe osQ ijs (lalk/u vkSj izfr"Bk) 
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Women were allowed to retain 
the gifts they received on the 
occasion of their marriage as 
stridhana (literally, a woman’s 
wealth) 

fookg osQ le; feys migkjks a ij 
fL=k;ks a dk LokfeRo ekuk tkrk Fkk 
vkSj bls L=kh/u (vFkkZr~ L=kh dk 
/u) dh laKk nh tkrh FkhA 
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At the same time, the Manusmriti 
warned women against hoarding 
family property, or even their own 
valuables, without the husband’s 
permission.  

euqLe`fr fL=k;ks a dks ifr dh vkKk osQ 
fo#¼ ikfjokfjd laifÙk vFkok Lo;a vius 
cgqewY; /u osQ xqIr lap; osQ fo#¼ Hkh 
psrkouh nsrh gSA 
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Cumulative evidence – both epigraphic 
and textual – suggests that while 
upper-class women may have had 
access to resources, land, cattle and 
money were generally controlled by 
men. 

lk{;&vfHkys[kh; o lkfgfR;d&bl ckr dh 
vksj b'kkjk djrs gSa fd ;|fi mPp oxZ dh 
efgyk,¡ lalkèkuks a ij viuh iSB j[krh Fkha] 
lkekU;r% Hkwfe] i'kq vkSj /u ij iq#"kks a dk gh 
fu;a=k.k FkkA  
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How could men and women acquire wealth? 
For men, the Manusmriti declares, there are 
seven means of acquiring wealth: inheritance, 
finding, purchase, conquest, investment, 
work, and acceptance of gifts from good 
people. 

L=kh vkSj iq#"k fdl izdkj laifÙk v£tr dj ldrs Fks\  

iq#"kks a osQ fy, euqLe`fr dgrh gS fd /u v£tr djus 
osQ lkr rjhosQ gSa % fojklr] [kkst] [kjhn] foftr djosQ] 
fuos'k] dk;Z }kjk rFkk lTtuks a }kjk nh xbZ Hks aV dks 
Lohdkj djosQA 
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fL=k;ks a osQ fy, laifÙk vtZu osQ N% 
rjhosQ gSa % oSokfgd vfXu osQ lkeus 
rFkk o/wxeu osQ le; feyh Hks aVA 
Lusg osQ izrhd osQ :i esa rFkk Hkzkrk] 
ekrk vkSj firk }kjk fn, x, migkjA 
blosQ vfrfjDr ijorhZ dky esa feyh 
Hks aV rFkk og lc oqQN tks ¶vuqjkxh¸ 
ifr ls mls izkIr gksA 

For women, there are six 
means of acquiring wealth: 
what was given in front of the 
fire (marriage) or the bridal 
procession, or as a token of 
affection, and what she got 
from her brother, mother or 
father. She could also acquire 
wealth through any 
subsequent gift and whatever 
her “affectionate” husband 
might give her.  
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According to the Brahmanical texts, 
another criterion (apart from gender) 
for regulating access to wealth was 
varna. 

czkã.kh; xzaFkk s a osQ vuqlkj laifÙk ij vf/dkj 
dk ,d vkSj vk/kj (ySafxd vk/kj osQ 
vfrfjDr) o.kZ FkkA 

The wealthiest men would have 
been the Brahmanas and the 
Kshatriyas. 

czkã.k vkSj {kf=k; lcls /uh O;fDr 
gksrsA 
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The Buddhists recognised that 
there were differences in society, 
but did not regard these as natural 
or inflexible. They also rejected the 
idea of claims to status on the 
basis of birth. 

ckS¼ks a us bl ckr dks vaxhdkj fd;k fd 
lekt esa fo"kerk ekStwn Fkh ¯drq ;g Hksn 
u rks uSl£xd Fks vkSj u gh LFkk;hA ckS¼ks a 
us tUe osQ vk/kj ij lkekftd izfr"Bk dks 
vLohdkj fd;kA  
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The wealthy Shudra  

This story, based on a Buddhist text in Pali 
known as the Majjhima Nikaya, is part of a 
dialogue between a king named Avantiputta 
and a disciple of the Buddha named 
Kachchana. While it may not be literally true, 
it reveals Buddhist attitudes towards varna. 

 ,d /uk<; 'kwnz  

;g dgkuh ikfy Hkk"kk osQ ckS¼ xzaFk efT>efudk; ls gS 
tks ,d jktk vofUriq=k vkSj cq¼ osQ vuq;k;h dPpu osQ 
chp gq, laokn dk fgLlk gSA ;|fi ;g dgkuh v{kj'k% 
lR; ugha Fkh rFkkfi ;g ckS¼ks a osQ o.kZ laca/h joS;s dks 
n'kkZrh gSA  
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vofUriq=k us dPpu ls iwNk fd 
czkã.kks a osQ bl er osQ ckjs esa mudh 
D;k jk; gS] fd os loZJs"B gSa vkSj 
vU; tkfr;k¡ fuEu dksfV dh gSa_ 
czkã.k dk o.kZ 'kqHkz gS vkSj vU; 
tkfr;k¡ dkyh gSa_ osQoy czkã.k ifo=k 
gaS vU; ugha_ czkã.k czãk osQ iq=k gSa] 
czãk osQ eq[k ls tUes gSa] muls gh 
jfpr gSa rFkk czãk osQ oa'kt gSaA  

Avantiputta asked Kachchana 
what he thought about 
Brahmanas who held that they 
were the best caste and that 
all other castes were low; that 
Brahmanas were a fair caste 
while all other castes were 
dark; that only Brahmanas 
were pure, not non-
Brahmanas; that Brahmanas 
were sons of Brahma, born of 
his mouth, born of Brahma, 
formed by Brahma, heirs to 
Brahma. 
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Kachchana replied: “What if a 
Shudra were wealthy … would 
another Shudra …or a Kshatriya or 
a Brahmana or a Vaishya … speak 
politely to him?”  

dPpu us mÙkj fn;k% ¶D;k ;fn 'kwnz /uh 
gksrk--- nwljk 'kwnz--- vFkok {kf=k; ;k fiQj 
czkã.k vFkok oS';--- mlls fouhr Loj esa 
ckr djrk\¸ 



ca/qRo] tkfr rFkk oxZ 
vkjafHkd lekt  

KINSHIP, CASTE AND CLASS EARLY 
SOCIETIES (C. 600 BCE-600 CE) 

HISTORY 
THEME 03 

Avantiputta replied that if a Shudra had wealth 
or corn or gold or silver, he could have as his 
obedient servant another Shudra to get up 
earlier than he, to go to rest later, to carry out 
his orders, to speak politely; or he could even 
have a Kshatriya or a Brahmana or a Vaishya as 
his obedient servant.  

vofUriq=k us izR;qÙkj esa dgk fd ;fn 'kwnz osQ ikl /u 
vFkok vukt] Lo.kZ ;k fiQj jtr gksrh og nwljs 'kwnz dks 
vius vkKkdkjh lsod osQ :i esa izkIr dj ldrk Fkk] tks 
mlls igys mBs vkSj mlosQ ckn foJke djs_ tks mldh 
vkKk dk ikyu djs] fouhr opu cksys_ vFkok og {kf=k;] 
czkã.k ;k fiQj oS'; dks Hkh vkKkokgh lsod cuk ldrk 
FkkA  
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dPpu us iwNk] ¶;fn ,slk gS] rks 
D;k fiQj ;g pkjka s o.kZ ,dne leku 
ugha gSa\¸ 

vofUriq=k us ;g Lohdkj fd;k fd 
bl vk/kj ij pkjks a o.kks ± esa dksbZ 
Hksn ugha gSA 

Kachchana asked: “This 
being so, are not these four 
varnas exactly the same?”  

Avantiputta conceded that 
there was no difference 
amongst the varnas on this 
count. 
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Where men who were generous 
were respected, while those who 
were miserly or simply 
accumulated wealth for themselves 
were despised. One area where 
these values were cherished was 
ancient Tamilakam 

tgk¡ nku'khy vkneh dk lEeku fd;k tkrk 
Fkk rFkk o`Qi.k O;fDr vFkok og tks Lo;a 
vius fy, laifÙk laxzg djrk Fkk] ?k`.kk dk 
ik=k gksrk FkkA izkphu rfeyde~ ,d ,slk 
gh {ks=k Fkk tgk¡ mijksDr vkn'kks ± dks latks;k 
tkrk FkkA  
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Poems included in the Tamil 
Sangam anthologies often 
illuminate social and economic 
relationships, suggesting that 
while there were differences 
between rich and poor, those who 
controlled resources were also 
expected to share them. 

rfey Hkk"kk osQ laxe lkfgfR;d laxzg esa 
lkekftd vkSj vk£Fkd lacaèkks a dk vPNk 
fp=k.k gS tks bl vksj bafxr djrk gS fd 
gkyk¡fd èkuh vkSj fu/Zu osQ chp 
fo"kerk,¡ Fkha] ftu yksxks a dk lalkèkuks a ij 
fu;a=k.k Fkk muls ;g vis{kk dh tkrh Fkh 
fd os fey&ck¡V dj mldk mi;ksx djsaxsA 
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The poor generous chief  

In this composition from the Puranaruru, one 
of the anthologies of poems of the Tamil 
Sangam literature (c. first century CE), a bard 
describes his patron to other poets thus : 

fu/Zu nkuh ljnkj  

;g jpuk iq#uk#: ls m¼`r gS tks rfey laxe lkfgR; 
(yxHkx izFke 'krkCnh bZloh) dh ,d i|koyh gSA bl 
jpuk esa ,d pkj.k vius vkJ;nkrk dk fp=k.k vU; 
dfo;ks a osQ le{k bl Hkk¡fr dj jgk gS % 
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He (i.e. the patron) doesn’t 
have the wealth to lavish on 
others everyday  

Nor does he have the 
pettiness to say that he has 
nothing and so refuse! … 

;g jpuk iq#uk#: ls mlosQ (vFkkZr~ 
vkJ;nkrk) ikl gj jks”k nwljks a ij 
[kpkZ djus osQ fy, /u ugha gSA 

¯drq og bruk vksNk Hkh ugha gS fd 
;g dgdj] fd esjs ikl oqQN ugha 
gS] nku nsus ls euk dj ns!--- 
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He lives in Irantai (a place) and 
is generous. He is an enemy to 
the hunger of bards!  

If you wish to cure your 
poverty, come along with me, 
bards whose lips are so 
skilled! 

og bjarbZ (,d LFkku) esa jgrk gS 
vkSj nkufiz; gSA og pkj.kks a dh {kq/k 
dk 'k=kq gSA  

;fn rqe viuh xjhch dks lekIr 
djuk pkgks rks esjs lkFk vkvks] rqe 
lHkh pkj.k ftuosQ gks aB brus n{k gSa! 
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If we request him, showing 
him our ribs thin with hunger, 
he will go to the blacksmith of 
his village And will say to that 
man of powerful hands:  

“Shape me a long spear for 
war, one that has a straight 
blade!” 

;fn ge mlls izkFkZuk djsaxs vkSj 
viuh Hkw[k ls {kh.k gqbZ ilfy;k¡ mls 
fn[kk,¡xs] rks og vius xk¡o osQ 
yksgkj osQ ikl tk,xk vkSj ml l{ke 
gkFk okys ls dgsxk%  

¶eq>s ;q¼ osQ fy, ,d yack Hkkyk 
rS;kj dj nks] ,d ,slk Hkkyk ftldk 
lh/k iQyd gks!¸ 
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A chief and his follower, stone 
sculpture, Amaravati (Andhra 
Pradesh), c. second century CE 

,d ljnkj vkSj mldk vuq;k;h_ iRFkj dh 
ew£r] vejkorh (vka/z izns'k) yxHkx nwljh 
'krkCnh bZloh 
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Sutta Pitaka they suggested that originally 
human beings did not have fully evolved 
bodily forms, nor was the world of plants 
fully developed. All beings lived in an idyllic 
state of peace, taking from nature only what 
they needed for each meal.  

lqÙkfiVd uked xzaFk esa ,d feFkd o£.kr gS tks 
;g crkrk gS fd izkjaHk esa ekuo iw.kZr;k fodflr 
ugha FksA ouLifr txr Hkh vfodflr FkkA lHkh 
tho 'kkafr osQ ,d fuckZ/ yksd esa jgrs Fks vkSj 
izo`Qfr ls mruk gh xzg.k djrs Fks ftruh ,d 
le; osQ Hkkstu dh vko';drk gksrh gSA 

Explaining Social Differences: A Social Contract 

lkekftd fo"kerkvks a dh O;k[;k% ,d lkekftd vuqca/ 



ca/qRo] tkfr rFkk oxZ 
vkjafHkd lekt  

KINSHIP, CASTE AND CLASS EARLY 
SOCIETIES (C. 600 BCE-600 CE) 

HISTORY 
THEME 03 

Kingship was based on human 
choice, with taxes as a form of 
payment for services rendered 
by the king.  

jktk dk in yksxks a }kjk pqus tkus ij 
fuHkZj djrk FkkA ^dj* og ewY; Fkk 
tks yksx jktk dh bl lsok osQ cnys 
mls nsrs FksA 
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Historians  

bfrgkldkj 

Handling Texts Historians and the Mahabharata 

lkfgfR;d lzksrks a dk bLrseky bfrgkldkj vkSj egkHkkjr 

Analyse texts  

xzaFk dk fo'ys"k.k 
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Examine whether texts were written in 
Prakrit, Pali or Tamil, languages that 
were probably used by ordinary 
people, or in Sanskrit, a language 
meant almost exclusively for priests 
and elites  

bl ckr dk ijh{k.k djrs gSa fd xzaFk fdl 
Hkk"kk esa fy[kk x;k % ikfy] izko`Qr vFkok 
rfey] tks vke yksxks a }kjk cksyh tkrh Fkh 
vFkok laLo`Qr tks fof'k"V :i ls iqjksfgrks a vkSj 
[kkl oxZ }kjk iz;ksx esa ykbZ tkrh FkhA 
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Also consider the kinds of text. Were 
these mantras, learnt and chanted by 
ritual specialists, or stories that 
people could have read, or heard, 
and then retold if they found them 
interesting?  

bfrgkldkj xazFk osQ izdkj ij Hkh è;ku nsrs 
gSaA D;k ;g xzaFk ^ea=k* Fks tks vuq"BkudrkZvks a 
}kjk i<+s vkSj mPpfjr fd, tkrs Fks vFkok ;s 
^dFkk* xazFk Fks ftUgsa yksx i<+ vkSj lqu ldrs 
Fks rFkk fnypLi gksus ij ftUgsa nqckjk lquk;k 
tk ldrk Fkk\  
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They try to find out about the author(s) 
whose perspectives and ideas shaped 
the text, as well as the intended 
audience, as, very often, authors keep 
the interests of their audience in mind 
while composing their work  

bfrgkldkj ys[kd(dks a) osQ ckjs esa Hkh tkuus dk 
iz;kl djrs gSa ftuosQ n`f"Vdks.k vkSj fopkjks a us 
xzaFkks a dks :i fn;kA bu xzaFkks a osQ Jksrkvks a dk Hkh 
bfrgkldkj ijh{k.k djrs gSa D;ks afd ys[kdks a us 
viuh jpuk djrs le; Jksrkvks a dh vfHk#fp ij 
è;ku fn;k gksxkA 
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Try and ascertain the possible date 
of the composition or compilation 
of the texts as well as the place 
where they may have been 
composed.  

bfrgkldkj xzaFk osQ laHkkfor ladyu@jpuk 
dky vkSj mldh jpukHkwfe dk Hkh 
fo'ys"k.k djrs gSaA 
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Language of the text 

 xzaFk dh Hkk"kk 

Mahabharata  

egkHkkjr 
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Sanskrit 

laLo`Qr 

Sanskrit used in the 
Mahabharata is far simpler 
than that of the Vedas  

egkHkkjr esa iz;qDr laLo`Qr osnks a 
vFkok iz'kfLr;ks a dh laLo`Qr ls 
dgha vfèkd ljy gSA 
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Historians usually classify the 
contents of the present text under 
two broad heads – sections that 
contain stories, designated as the 
narrative, and sections that 
contain prescriptions about social 
norms, designated as didactic.  

bfrgkldkj bl xzaFk dh fo"k;oLrq dks nks 
eq[; 'kh"kZdks a µ vk[;ku rFkk mins'kkRed 
& osQ varxZr j[krs gSaA vk[;ku esa 
dgkfu;ks a dk laxzg gS vkSj mins'kkRed 
Hkkx esa lkekftd vkpkj & fopkj osQ 
ekunaMks a dk fp=k.k gSA 
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This division is by no means 
watertight – the didactic sections 
include stories, and the narrative 
often contains a social message.  

¯drq ;g foHkktu iwjh rjg vius esa ,dkadh 
ugha gS & mins'kkRed va'kks a esa Hkh dgkfu;k¡ 
gksrh gSa vkSj cgqèkk vk[;kuks a esa lekt osQ 
fy, ,d lcd fufgr jgrk gSA 
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Krishna advises Arjuna on the 
battlefield  

Jho`Q".k vtqZu dks mins'k nsrs gq,  
This painting dates to the eighteenth 
century. Perhaps the most important 
didactic section of the Mahabharata is 
the Bhagavad Gita, which contains the 
advice offered by Lord Krishna to 
Arjuna. This scene is frequently 
depicted in painting and sculpture.  
egkHkkjr dk lcls egRoiw.kZ mins'kkRed va'k 
Hkxon~xhrk gS tgk¡ oqQ#{ks=k dh ;q¼Hkwfe esa 
Jho`Q".k vtqZu dks mins'k nsrs gSaA bl n`'; dks 
fp=kks a vkSj ew£rdyk esa dbZ ckj n'kkZ;k x;k gSA 
bl fp=k dk dky vBkjgoha 'krkCnh gSA 
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Didactic refers to something 
that is meant for purposes 
of instruction.  

mins'kkRed 'kCn dk rkRi;Z gS 
funsZ'k vFkok f'k{kk nsukA 
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Text is described as an itihasa 
within early Sanskrit tradition. 
The literal meaning of the term 
is “thus it was”, which is why it 
is generally translated as 
“history”.  

vkjafHkd laLo`Qr ijaijk esa egkHkkjr 
dks ^bfrgkl* dh Js.kh esa j[kk x;k gSA 
bl 'kCn dk vFkZ gS % ^,slk gh FkkA* 



ca/qRo] tkfr rFkk oxZ 
vkjafHkd lekt  

KINSHIP, CASTE AND CLASS EARLY 
SOCIETIES (C. 600 BCE-600 CE) 

HISTORY 
THEME 03 

The original story was probably 
composed by charioteer-bards 
known as sutas who generally 
accompanied Kshatriya warriors to 
the battlefield and composed poems 
celebrating their victories and other 
achievements. These compositions 
circulated orally. 

laHkor% ewy dFkk osQ jpf;rk HkkV lkjFkh Fks 
ftUgsa ^lwr* dgk tkrk FkkA ;s {kf=k; ;ks¼kvks a 
osQ lkFk ;q¼{ks=k esa tkrs Fks vkSj mudh 
fot; o miyfC/;ks a osQ ckjs es a dfork,¡ 
fy[krs FksA bu jpukvks a dk izs"k.k ekSf[kd 
:i esa gqvkA 
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Brahmanas took over the story and 
began to commit it to writing 

czkã.kks a us bl dFkk ijaijk ij viuk 
vf/dkj dj fy;k vkSj bls fy[kkA 

New kings want their itihasa to 
be recorded and preserved more 
systematically?  

u, jktk vius bfrgkl dks vf/d 
fu;fer :i ls fy[kuk pkgrs Fks\  
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Lord Ganesha the scribe 
According to tradition, Vyasa 
dictated the text to the deity. 
This illustration is from a 
Persian translation of the 
Mahabharata, c. 1740-50.  

fyfid Jhx.ks'k ijaijk osQ vuqlkj 
O;kl us bl xzaFk dks Jhx.ks'k dks 
fy[kok;kA ;g fp=k egkHkkjr osQ 
iQkjlh vuqokn (yxHkx 1740-50) ls 
fy;k x;k gSA 
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Mahabharata, like any major 
epic, contains vivid 
descriptions of battles, 
forests, palaces and 
settlements 

egkHkkjr esa vU; fdlh Hkh izeq[k 
egkdkO; dh Hkk¡fr ;q¼ks a] ouks a] 
jktegyksa vkSj cfLr;ks a dk vR;ar 
thoar fp=k.k gSA 
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Archaeologist B.B. Lal 
excavated at a village named 
Hastinapura in Meerut 

iqjkrRoosÙkk ch-ch- yky us esjB f”kys 
osQ gfLrukiqj uked ,d xk¡o esa 
mR[kuu fd;kA 



ca/qRo] tkfr rFkk oxZ 
vkjafHkd lekt  

KINSHIP, CASTE AND CLASS EARLY 
SOCIETIES (C. 600 BCE-600 CE) 

HISTORY 
THEME 03 

Hastinapura  

This is how the city is described in the Adi Parvan of the 
Mahabharata:  

gfLrukiqj  

egkHkkjr osQ vkfnioZu~ esa bl uxj dk fp=k.k bl izdkj feyrk gS % 
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The city, bursting like the ocean, 
packed with hundreds of mansions, 
displayed with its gateways, arches 
and turrets like massing clouds the 
splendour of Great Indra’s city. 

;g uxj tks leqnz dh Hkk¡fr Hkjk gqvk Fkk] tks 
lSdM+ks a izklknks a ls laoqQfyr FkkA blosQ ¯lg}kj] 
rksj.k vkSj oaQxwjs l?ku cknyks a dh rjg ?kqeM+ 
jgs FksA ;g banz dh uxjh osQ leku 'kksHkk;eku 
FkkA 
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A wall excavated at Hastinapura 

gfLrukiqj esa mR[kfur ,d nhokj dk 
va'k 
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 Draupadi’s marriage  

Drupada, the king of Panchala, organised 
a competition where the challenge was to 
string a bow and hit a target; the winner 
would be chosen to marry his daughter 
Draupadi. Arjuna was victorious and was 
garlanded by Draupadi. 

 nzkSinh dk fookg  

ikapky ujs'k nzqin us ,d Lo;aoj dk vk;kstu 
fd;k ftlesa ;g 'krZ j[kh xbZ fd /uq"k dh pki 
p<+k dj fu'kkus ij rhj ekjk tk,_ fotsrk mudh 
iq=kh nzkSinh ls fookg djus osQ fy, pquk tk,xkA 
vtqZu us ;g izfr;ksfxrk thrh vkSj nzk Sinh us mls 
ojekyk igukbZA  
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The Pandavas returned with her to their mother 
Kunti, who, even before she saw them, asked them to 
share whatever they had got. She realised her 
mistake when she saw Draupadi, but her command 
could not be violated. After much deliberation, 
Yudhisthira decided that Draupadi would be their 
common wife. 

ikaMo mls ysdj viuh ekrk oqaQrh osQ ikl x, ftUgks aus fcuk ns[ks 
gh mUgsa ykbZ xbZ oLrq dks vkil esa ck¡V ysus dks dgkA tc oqaQrh 
us nzkSinh dks ns[kk rks mUgas viuh Hkwy dk ,glkl gqvk] ¯drq 
mudh vkKk dh vogsyuk ugha dh tk ldrh FkhA cgqr 
lksp&fopkj osQ ckn ;qf/f"Bj us ;g fu.kZ; fy;k fd nzkSinh mu 
ik¡pks a dh iRuh gksxhA  
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When Drupada was told about this, he 
protested. However, the seer Vyasa 
arrived and told him that the Pandavas 
were in reality incarnations of Indra, 
whose wife had been reborn as 
Draupadi, and they were thus destined 
for each other. 

tc nzqin dks ;g crk;k x;k rks mUgks aus bldk 
fojks/ fd;kA ¯drq ½f"k O;kl us mUgsa bl rF; 
ls voxr djk;k fd ikaMo okLro esa banz osQ 
vorkj Fks vkSj mudh iRuh us gh nzk Sinh osQ 
:i esa tUe fy;k FkkA vr% fu;fr us gh mu 
lcdk lkFk fuf'pr dj fn;k FkkA 
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Vyasa added that in another instance a 
young woman had prayed to Shiva for a 
husband, and in her enthusiasm, had 
prayed five times instead of once. This 
woman was now reborn as Draupadi, and 
Shiva had fulfilled her prayers. Convinced 
by these stories, Drupada consented to 
the marriage. 

O;kl us ;g Hkh crk;k fd ,d ckj ;qok L=kh us 
ifr izkfIr osQ fy, f'ko dh vkjk/uk dh vkSj 
mRlkg osQ vfrjsd esa ,d osQ ctk; ik¡p ckj ifr 
izkfIr dk oj ek¡x fy;kA blh L=kh us nzkSinh osQ :i 
esa tUe fy;k rFkk f'ko us mldh izkFkZuk dks 
ifjiw.kZ fd;k gSA bu dgkfu;ks a ls larq"V gksdj nzqin 
us bl fookg dks viuh lgefr iznku dhA 
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A DYNAMIC TEXT  

,d xfr'khy xzaFk 

The epic were written in a 
variety of languages through an 
ongoing process of dialogue 
between peoples, communities, 
and those who wrote the texts. 

bl egkdkO; osQ vusd ikBkUrj 
fHkUu&fHkUu Hkk"kkvks a esa fy[ks x,A ;s lc 
ml laokn dks n'kkZrs Fks tks buosQ 
ys[kdks a] vU; yksxks a vkSj leqnk;ks a osQ 
chp dk;e gq,A 
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The central story of the epic 
was often retold in different 
ways. And episodes were 
depicted in sculpture and 
painting. 

bl egkdkO; dh eq[; dFkk dh vusd 
iquO;kZ[;k,¡ dh xb±A blosQ izlaxks a dks 
ew£rdyk vkSj fp=kks a esa Hkh n'kkZ;k x;kA 
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Mahabharata that has been 
transformed by Mahashweta Devi, a 
contemporary Bengali writer known 
for raising her voice against all forms 
of exploitation and oppression. 

egkHkkjr osQ ,d izlax dk :ikarj.k 
lelkef;d ckaXyk ysf[kdk egk'osrk nsoh us 
fd;k gS] tks 'kks"k.k osQ fo#¼ viuh vkok”k 
mBkus osQ fy, izfl¼ gSaA 
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