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 jktk] fdlku vkSj uxj  vkjafHkd jkT; vkSj 
vFkZO;oLFkk,¡  

(yxHkx 600 bZ-iw- ls 600 bZ-) 
HISTORY  

THEME 02 



There were several developments in 
different parts of the subcontinent during 
the long span of 1,500 years following the 
end of the Harappan civilisation. This was 
also the period during which the Rigveda 
was composed by people living along the 
Indus and its tributaries. 

gM+Iik lH;rk osQ ckn Ms<+ g”kkj o"kks ± osQ yacs 
varjky esa miegk}hi osQ fofHkUu Hkkxks a esa dbZ 
izdkj osQ fodkl gq,A ;gh og dky Fkk tc ¯lèkq 
unh vkSj bldh miufn;ks a osQ fdukjs jgus okys 
yksxks a }kjk ½Xosn dk ys[ku fd;k x;kA 
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Agricultural settlements emerged in 
many parts of the subcontinent, 
including north India, the Deccan 
Plateau, and parts of Karnataka. 
Besides, there is evidence of pastoral 
populations in the Deccan and further 
south.  

mÙkj Hkkjr] nDdu iBkj {ks=k vkSj dukZVd tSls 
miegk}hi osQ dbZ {ks=kk s a esa o`Q"kd cfLr;k¡ 
vfLrRo esa vkb±A lkFk gh nDdu vkSj nf{k.k 
Hkkjr osQ {ks=kks a es a pjokgk cfLr;ks a osQ izek.k Hkh 
feyrs gSaA 
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New modes of disposal of the dead, 
including the making of elaborate stone 
structures known as megaliths, emerged in 
central and south India from the first 
millennium BCE. In many cases, the dead 
were buried with a rich range of iron tools 
and weapons 

bZlk iwoZ igyh lglzkfCn osQ nkSjku eè; vkSj nf{k.k 
Hkkjr esa 'koks a osQ vafre laLdkj osQ u, rjhosQ Hkh 
lkeus vk,] ftuesa egkik"kk.k osQ uke ls [;kr iRFkjks a 
osQ cM+s&cM+s <k¡ps feys gSaA dbZ LFkkuks a ij ik;k x;k gS 
fd 'koks a osQ lkFk fofHkUu izdkj osQ yksgs ls cus 
midj.k vkSj gfFk;kjks a dks Hkh nI+kQuk;k x;k FkkA 
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From c. sixth century BCE, there is evidence that 
there were other trends as well. Perhaps the most 
visible was the emergence of early states, empires 
and kingdoms. Underlying these political processes 
were other changes, evident in the ways in which 
agricultural production was organised. 
Simultaneously, new towns appeared almost 
throughout the subcontinent. 

bZlk iwoZ NBh 'krkCnh ls u, ifjorZuks a osQ izek.k feyrs gSaA 
'kk;n buesa lcls ”;knk eq[kj vkjafHkd jkT;ks a] lkezkT;ks a vkSj 
jtokM+ks a dk fodkl gSA bu jktuhfrd izfØ;kvksa osQ ihNs oqQN 
vU; ifjorZu FksA budk irk o`Qf"k mit dks laxfBr djus osQ 
rjhosQ ls pyrk gSA blh osQ lkFk&lkFk yxHkx iwjs miegk}hi esa 
u, uxjks a dk mn; gqvkA  
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Fig. 2.1 An inscription, 
Sanchi (Madhya Pradesh), 
c. second century BCE 
fp=k 2.1 ,d vfHkys[k] lk¡ph 
(eè; izns'k)] yxHkx f}rh; 
'krkCnh bZ-iw 
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Historians attempt to understand these 
developments by drawing on a range of 
sources – inscriptions, texts, coins and 
visual material. As we will see, this is a 
complex process. You will also notice 
that these sources do not tell the 
entire story. 

bfrgkldkj bl izdkj osQ fodkl dk vkdyu djus 
osQ fy, vfHkys[kks a] xzaFkks a] flDdks a rFkk fp=kks a tSls 
fofHkUu izdkj osQ lzksrks a dk vè;;u djrs gSaA tSlk 
fd ge vkxs i<+s axsA ;g ,d tfVy izfØ;k gS] vkSj 
vkidks ;g Hkh vkHkkl gksxk fd bu lzksrks a ls fodkl 
dh iwjh dgkuh ugha fey ikrh gSA  
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James Prinsep, an officer in the mint of 
the East India Company, deciphered 
Brahmi and Kharosthi, two scripts used 
in the earliest inscriptions and coins. He 
found that most of these mentioned a 
king referred to as Piyadassi – meaning 
“pleasant to behold” 

tc bZLV bafM;k oaQiuh osQ ,d vf/dkjh tsEl 
¯izlsi us czkãh vkSj [kjks"Bh fyfi;ks a dk vFkZ 
fudkykA bu fyfi;ks a dk mi;ksx lcls vkjafHkd 
vfHkys[kks a vkSj flDdks a es a fd;k x;k gSA ¯izlsi dks 
irk pyk fd vf/dka'k vfHkys[kks a vkSj flDdks a ij 
fi;nLlh] ;kuh euksgj eq[kko`Qfr okys jktk dk uke 
fy[kk gSA 
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Few inscriptions which also 
referred to the king as Asoka, one 
of the most famous rulers known 
from Buddhist texts. 

oqQN vfHkys[kks a ij jktk dk uke vlksd 
Hkh fy[kk gSA ckS¼ xzaFkks a osQ vuqlkj 
vlksd lokZf/d izfl¼ 'kkldksa esa ls ,d 
FkkA 
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An era associated with early 
states, cities, the growing use 
of iron, the development of 
coinage, etc.  

bl dky dks izk;% vkjafHkd jkT;ks a] 
uxjks a] yksgs osQ c<+rs iz;ksx vkSj flDdksa 
osQ fodkl osQ lkFk tksM+k tkrk gSA 

Growth of diverse systems of 
thought, including Buddhism 
and Jainism  

ckS¼ rFkk tSu lfgr fofHkUu nk'kZfud 
fopkjèkkjkvks a dk fodkl gqvkA 
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Mahajanapadas were ruled by kings, 
some, known as ganas or sanghas, 
were oligarchies where power was 
shared by a number of men, often 
collectively called rajas 

vf/dka'k egktuinks a ij jktk dk 'kklu gksrk 
Fkk ysfdu x.k vkSj la?k osQ uke ls izfl¼ 
jkT;ks a es a dbZ yksxks a dk lewg 'kklu djrk Fkk] 
bl lewg dk izR;sd O;fDr jktk dgykrk FkkA 



Mahavira and the Buddha 
(Chapter 4) belonged to such 
ganas.  

Hkxoku egkohj vkSj Hkxoku cq¼ 
(vè;k; 4) bUgha x.kks a ls lacaf/r FksA 

In the case of the Vajji sangha, 
the rajas probably controlled 
resources such as land 
collectively  

ofTt la?k dh gh Hkk¡fr oqQN jkT;ks a es 
Hkwfe lfgr vusd vk£Fkd lzksrks a ij 
jktk x.k lkewfgd fu;a=k.k j[krs FksA 
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Mahajanapada had a 
capital city, which was 
often fortified. 

egktuin dh ,d jkt/kuh gksrh 
Fkh ftls izk;% fdys ls ?ksjk tkrk 
FkkA 
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Brahmanas began composing Sanskrit 
texts known as the Dharmasutras. 
These laid down norms for rulers (as 
well as for other social categories), 
who were ideally expected to be 
Kshatriyas  

laLo`Qr esa czkã.kks a us /eZ'kkL=k uked xzaFkk s a dh 
jpuk 'kq: dhA buesa 'kkld lfgr vU; osQ fy, 
fu;eks a dk fu/kZj.k fd;k x;k vkSj ;g vis{kk 
dh tkrh Fkh fd 'kkld {kf=k; o.kZ ls gh gks axsA  

HISTORY  
THEME 02 

Kings, Farmers and Towns Early 
States and Economies 

jktk] fdlku vkSj uxj  
vkjafHkd jkT; vkSj vFkZO;oLFkk,¡ 

¼yxHkx 600 bZ-iw- ls 600 bZ-½ (C. 600 BCE-600 CE) 



Rulers were advised to 
collect taxes and tribute 
from cultivators, traders 
and artisans. 

'kkldksa dk dke fdlkuks a] 
O;kikfj;ks a vkSj f'kYidkjks a ls dj 
rFkk Hks aV olwyuk ekuk tkrk FkkA 
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Inscriptions are writings engraved on hard 
surfaces such as stone, metal or pottery. They 
usually record the achievements, activities or 
ideas of those who commissioned them and 
include the exploits of kings, or donations 
made by women and men to religious 
institutions. Inscriptions are virtually 
permanent records, some of which carry dates 

vfHkys[k mUgsa dgrs gSa tks iRFkj] èkkrq ;k feêhð osQ crZu 
tSlh dBksj lrg ij [kqns gksrs gSaA vfHkys[kks a es a mu yksxks a 
dh miyfC/;k¡] fØ;kdyki ;k fopkj fy[ks tkrs gSa tks 
mUgsa cuokrs gSaA buesa jktkvks a osQ fØ;kdyki rFkk efgykvks a 
vkSj iq#"kks a }kjk /k£ed laLFkkvks a dks fn, x, nku dk 
C;ksjk gksrk gSA ;kuh vfHkys[k ,d izdkj ls LFkk;h izek.k 
gksrs gSaA  
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Inscriptions  



Others are dated on the basis of palaeography or 
styles of writing, with a fair amount of precision. 
For instance, in c. 250 BCE the letter “a” was 
written like this:      . By c. 500 CE, it was written 
like this:  

 

dbZ vfHkys[kks a esa buosQ fuekZ.k dh frfFk Hkh [kqnh gksrh gS ftu 
ij frfFk ugha feyrh gS] mudk dky fuèkkZj.k vkerkSj ij 
iqjkfyfi vFkok ys[ku 'kSyh osQ vk/kj ij dkI+kQh lqLi"Vrk ls 
fd;k tk ldrk gSA mnkgj.k osQ fy,] yxHkx 250 bZ-iw- esa 
v{kj ^v*   bl izdkj fy[kk tkrk Fkk vkSj 500 bZ- esa ;g          
bl izdkj fy[kk tkrk FkkA 
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The earliest inscriptions were in Prakrit, a 
name for languages used by ordinary 
people. Names of rulers such as Ajatasattu 
and Asoka, known from Prakrit texts and 
inscriptions, have been spelt in their Prakrit 
forms in this chapter. 

izkphure vfHkys[k izko`Qr Hkk"kkvks a esa fy[ks tkrs FksA 
izko`Qr mu Hkk"kkvks a dks dgk tkrk Fkk tks tulkekU; 
dh Hkk"kk,¡ gksrh FkhaA bl vè;k; esa vtkrlÙkq vkSj 
vlksd tSls 'kkldksa osQ uke izko`Qr Hkk"kk esa fy[ks x, 
gSa] D;ks afd ;g uke izko`Qr vfHkys[kks a ls izkIr gq, gSaA 
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You will also find terms in languages such 
as Pali, Tamil and Sanskrit, which too 
were used to write inscriptions and texts. 
It is possible that people spoke in other 
languages as well, even though these 
were not used for writing.  

vkidks ;gk¡ rfey] ikfy vkSj laLo`Qr tSlh Hkk"kkvks a 
osQ 'kCn Hkh feysaxs] D;ks afd bu Hkk"kkvks a es a Hkh 
vfHkys[k feyrs gSaA ;g laHko gS fd yksx vU; 
Hkk"kk,¡ Hkh cksyrs Fks ysfdu budk mi;ksx ys[ku 
dk;Z esa ugha fd;k tkrk FkkA 
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Janapada means the land 
where a jana (a people, clan or 
tribe) sets its foot or settles. It 
is a word used in both Prakrit 
and Sanskrit.  

tuin dk vFkZ ,d ,slk Hkw[kaM gS 
tgk¡ dksbZ tu (yksx] oqQy ;k 
tutkfr) viuk ik¡o j[krk gS vFkok 
cl tkrk gSA bl 'kCn dk iz;ksx 
izko`Qr o laLo`Qr nksuks a esa feyrk gSA  
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Oligarchy refers to a form of 
government where power is 
exercised by a group of men. 
The Roman Republic, about 
which you read last year, was 
an oligarchy in spite of its 
name.  

vksyhxkdhZ ;k lewg'kklu mls dgrs gSa 
tgk¡ lÙkk iq#"kks a osQ ,d lewg osQ gkFk 
esa gksrh gSA vkius fiNys o"kZ ftl 
jkseu x.kjkT; osQ ckjs esa i 
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Magadha (in present-day 
Bihar) became the most 
powerful mahajanapada  

ex/ (vk/qfud fcgkj) lcls 
'kfDr'kkyh egktuin cu x;kA  

Agriculture was especially 
productive.  

ex/ {ks=k esa [ksrh dh mit [kkl 
rkSj ij vPNh gksrh FkhA 
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iron mines (in present-day 
Jharkhand) were accessible 
yksgs dh [knkus a (vkèkqfud 
>kj[kaM esa) Hkh vklkuh ls 
miyC/ Fkh 

Elephants, an important 
component of the army, were 
found in forests in the region. 

taxyh {ks=kks a esa gkFkh miyC/ Fks tks 
lsuk osQ ,d egRoiw.kZ vax FksA 
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Ganga and its tributaries provided 
a means of cheap and convenient 
communication.  

xaxk vkSj bldh miufn;ks a ls vkokxeu 
lLrk o lqyHk gksrk FkkA 

Rajagaha was the capital of 
Magadha  

jktxkg ex/ dh jkt/kuh FkhA 
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Rajagaha was a fortified settlement, located 
amongst hills.  

igkfM+;ks a osQ chp clk jktxkg ,d fdyscan 'kgj FkkA 
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Most Asokan inscriptions were in the Prakrit 
language while those in the northwest of the 
subcontinet were in Aramaic and Greek. 
Most Prakrit inscriptions were written in the 
Brahmi script; however, some, in the 
northwest, were written in Kharosthi. The 
Aramaic and Greek scripts were used for 
inscriptions in Afghanistan. 

vlksd osQ vf/dka'k vfHkys[k izko`Qr esa gSa tcfd 
if'peksÙkj ls feys vfHkys[k vjkesbd vkSj ;wukuh Hkk"kk 
esa gSaA izko`Qr osQ vf/dka'k vfHkys[k czkãh fyfi esa 
fy[ks x, Fks tcfd if'peksÙkj osQ oqQN vfHkys[k 
[kjks"Bh esa fy[ks x, FksA vjkesbd vkSj ;wukuh fyfi;ks a 
dk iz;ksx viQX+kkfuLrku esa feys vfHkys[kks a es a fd;k x;k 
FkkA  
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Chandragupta Maurya, who 
founded the empire  

ekS;Z lkezkT; osQ laLFkkid paæxqIr 
ekS;ZA  

Growth of Magadha culminated in the 
emergence of the Mauryan Empire.  

ex/ osQ fodkl osQ lkFk&lkFk ekS;Z lkezkT; 
dk mn; gqvkA 
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Sculpture  

ew£rdyk 

Megasthenes (a Greek ambassador 
to the court of Chandragupta 
Maurya) 

paæxqIr ekS;Z osQ njckj esa vk, ;wukuh jktnwr 
esxLFkuh”k }kjk fy[kk x;k fooj.kA 
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Arthashastra, parts of which were 
probably composed by Kautilya or 
Chanakya  

vFkZ'kkL=k osQ oqQN Hkkxks a dh jpuk dkSfVY; 
;k pk.kD; us dh FkhA  

Mauryas are mentioned in later 
Buddhist, Jaina and Puranic 
literature, as well as in Sanskrit 
literary works.  

ekS;Z 'kkldksa dk mYys[k ijorhZ tSu] ckS¼ vkSj 
ikSjkf.kd xzaFkk s a rFkk laLo`Qr okÄ~e; esa Hkh 
feyrk gSA 

HISTORY  
THEME 02 

Kings, Farmers and Towns Early 
States and Economies 

jktk] fdlku vkSj uxj  
vkjafHkd jkT; vkSj vFkZO;oLFkk,¡ 

¼yxHkx 600 bZ-iw- ls 600 bZ-½ (C. 600 BCE-600 CE) 



Asoka was the first ruler who 
inscribed his messages to his 
subjects and officials on 
stone surfaces – natural rocks 
as well as polished pillars  

vlksd og igyk lezkV Fkk ftlus 
vius vf/dkfj;ks a vkSj iztk osQ fy, 
lans'k izko`Qfrd iRFkjks a vkSj ikWfy'k 
fd, gq, LraHkks a ij fy[kok, FksA 
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What he understood to be dhamma. 
This included respect towards elders, 
generosity towards Brahmanas and 
those who renounced worldly life, 
treating slaves and servants kindly, 
and respect for religions and traditions 
other than one’s own.  

vlksd us vius vfHkys[kks a osQ ekè;e ls /Ee 
dk izpkj fd;kA buesa cM+ks a osQ izfr vknj] 
laU;kfl;ks a vkSj czkã.kks a osQ izfr mnkjrk] lsodks a 
vkSj nklks a osQ lkFk mnkj O;ogkj rFkk nwljs osQ 
/eks ± vkSj ijaijkvks a dk vknj 'kkfey gSaA 
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Five major political centres in the 
empire – the capital Pataliputra 
and the provincial centres of 
Taxila, Ujjayini, Tosali and 
Suvarnagiri, all mentioned in 
Asokan inscriptions.  

ekS;Z lkezkT; osQ ik¡p izeq[k jktuhfrd 
osaQnz Fks] jkt/kuh ikVfyiq=k vkSj pkj 
izkarh; osaQnzµr{kf'kyk] mTtf;uh] rkslfy 
vkSj lqo.kZfxfjA bu lcdk mYys[k 
vlksd osQ vfHkys[kks a eas fd;k x;k gSA  
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Administrative control was 
strongest in areas around the 
capital and the provincial 
centres.  

lcls izcy iz'kklfud fu;a=k.k lkezkT; 
dh jkt/kuh rFkk mlosQ vklikl osQ 
izkarh; osaQnzk s a ij jgk gksA 

Both Taxila and Ujjayini being 
situated on important long-
distance trade routes 

r{kf'kyk vkSj mTtf;uh nksuks a yach nwjh 
okys egRoiw.kZ O;kikj ekxZ ij fLFkr 
FksA  
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Suvarnagiri (literally, the 
golden mountain) was 
possibly important for 
tapping the gold mines of 
Karnataka.  

lqo.kZfxfj (vFkkZr~ lksus osQ 
igkM+) dukZVd esa lksus dh [knku 
osQ fy, mi;ksxh FkkA 
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What the king’s officials did  

Here is an excerpt from the account of Megasthenes: Of the 
great officers of state, some … superintend the rivers, measure 
the land, as is done in Egypt, and inspect the sluices by which 
water is let out from the main canals into their branches, so 
that every one may have an equal supply of it.  

lezkV osQ vf/dkjh D;k&D;k dk;Z djrs Fks\  

esxLFkuh”k osQ fooj.k dk ,d va'k fn;k x;k gSA lkezkT; osQ egku vfèkdkfj;ks a es a 
ls oqQN ufn;ks a dh ns[k&js[k vkSj Hkwfe ekiu dk dke djrs gSa tSlk fd felz esa 
gksrk FkkA oqQN izeq[k ugjks a ls miugjks a osQ fy, NksM+s tkus okys ikuh osQ eq[k}kj 
dk fujh{k.k djrs gSa rkfd gj LFkku ij ikuh dh leku iw£r gks losQA 
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The same persons have charge also of the huntsmen, and 
are entrusted with the power of rewarding or punishing 
them according to their deserts. They collect the taxes, 
and superintend the occupations connected with land; as 
those of the woodcutters, the carpenters, the blacksmiths, 
and the miners.  

;gh vfèkdkjh f'kdkfj;ks a dk lapkyu djrs gSa vkSj f'kdkfj;ks a osQ o`QR;ks a 
osQ vk/kj ij mUgsa buke ;k naM nsrs gSaA os dj olwyh djrs gSa vkSj 
Hkwfe ls tqM+s lHkh O;olk;ks a dk fujh{k.k djrs gSa lkFk gh ydM+gkjks a] 
c<+bZ] yksgkjks a vkSj [kuudrkZvks a dk Hkh fujh{k.k djrs gSaA 
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 Megasthenes mentions a 
committee with six 
subcommittees for 
coordinating military activity.  

 esxLFkuh”k us lSfud xfrfof/;ks a osQ 
lapkyu osQ fy, ,d lfefr vkSj 
N% milfefr;ks a dk mYys[k fd;k 
gSA 
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 Of these, one looked after the navy, 
the second managed transport and 
provisions, the third was 
responsible for foot-soldiers, the 
fourth for horses, the fifth for 
chariots and the sixth for elephants.  

 buesa ls ,d dk dke ukSlsuk dk lapkyu 
djuk Fkk] rks nwljh ;krk;kr vkSj [kku&iku 
dk lapkyu djrh Fkh] rhljh dk dke iSny 
lSfudks a dk lapkyu] pkSFkh dk v'okjksfg;ks a] 
ik¡poha dk jFkkjksfg;ks a rFkk NBh dk dke 
gkfFk;ks a dk lapkyu djuk FkkA 
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Asoka also tried to hold his empire 
together by propagating dhamma  

vlksd us vius lkezkT; dks v[kaM cuk, j[kus 
dk iz;kl fd;kA ,slk mUgks aus /Ee osQ izpkj }kjk 
Hkh fd;kA  

Dhamma mahamatta, were 
appointed to spread the message 
of dhamma.  

/Ee osQ izpkj osQ fy, èkEe egkekÙk uke 
ls fo'ks"k vfèkdkfj;ks a dh fu;qfDr dh xbZA 
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Asoka was more powerful and 
industrious, as also more humble 
than later rulers who adopted 
grandiose titles.  

vlksd ,d cgqr 'kfDr'kkyh vkSj ifjJeh 
'kkld FksA lkFk gh os ckn osQ mu jktkvks a 
dh vis{kk fouhr Hkh Fks tks vius uke osQ 
lkFk cM+h&cM+h mikf/;k¡ tksM+rs FksA 

HISTORY  
THEME 02 

Kings, Farmers and Towns Early 
States and Economies 

jktk] fdlku vkSj uxj  
vkjafHkd jkT; vkSj vFkZO;oLFkk,¡ 

¼yxHkx 600 bZ-iw- ls 600 bZ-½ (C. 600 BCE-600 CE) 



Empire did not encompass 
the entire subcontinent. And 
even within the frontiers of 
the empire, control was not 
uniform.  

ekS;Z lkezkT; miegk}hi osQ lHkh 
{ks=kks a es a ugha iSQy ik;k FkkA ;gk¡ 
rd fd lkezkT; dh lhek osQ 
varxZr Hkh fu;a=k.k ,dleku ugha 
FkkA 
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New kingdoms that emerged in the 
Deccan and further south, including the 
chiefdoms of the Cholas, Cheras and 
Pandyas in Tamilakam (the name of the 
ancient Tamil country, which included 
parts of present-day Andhra Pradesh and 
Kerala, in addition to Tamil Nadu), proved 
to be stable and prosperous. 

miegk}hi osQ nDdu vkSj mlls nf{k.k osQ {ks=k esa 
fLFkr rfeyde (vFkkZr~ rfeyukMq ,oa vka/z izns'k 
vkSj osQjy osQ oqQN fgLls) esa pksy] psj vkSj 
ik.M~; tSlh ljnkfj;ks a dk mn; gqvkA ;s jkT; cgqr 
gh le`¼ vkSj LFkk;h fl¼ gq,A 
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Chiefs and chiefdoms  

A chief is a powerful man whose position may or may 
not be hereditary. He derives support from his kinfolk. 
His functions may include performing special rituals, 
leadership in warfare, and arbitrating disputes. 

ljnkj vkSj ljnkjh  

ljnkj ,d 'kfDr'kkyh O;fDr gksrk gS ftldk in oa'kkuqxr Hkh gks 
ldrk gS vkSj ugha HkhA mlosQ leFkZd mlosQ [kkunku osQ yksx gksrs 
gSaA ljnkj osQ dk;ks ± esa fo'ks"k vuq"Bku dk lapkyu] ;q¼ osQ le; 
usr`Ro djuk vkSj fooknks a dks lqy>kus esa eè;LFkrk dh Hkwfedk 
fuHkkuk 'kkfey gSA 
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Capturing elephants for the army  

The Arthashastra lays down minute details of 
administrative and military organisation. This is what 
it says about how to capture elephants: 

lsuk osQ fy, gkFkh idM+uk  

vFkZ'kkL=k esa lSfud vkSj iz'kklfud laxBu osQ ckjs esa foLr`r 
fooj.k feyrs gSaA felky osQ rkSj ij gkFkh dks idM+us osQ mik; 
osQ ckjs esa mlesa ;g fy[kk gS% 
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Guards of elephant forests, assisted by those who rear 
elephants, those who enchain the legs of elephants, those 
who guard the boundaries, those who live in forests, as well 
as by those who nurse elephants, shall, with the help of five 
or seven female elephants to help in tethering wild ones, 
trace the whereabouts of herds of elephants by following the 
course of urine and dung left by elephants. 

gkFkh ouks a osQ laj{kd gkfFk;ks a dks ikyus okys yksxks a] gkFkh osQ iSjks a esa 
ta”khj ck¡/us okys yksxks a] lhekj{kdks a] ouokfl;ks a vkSj egkorks a osQ lkFk 
feydj ik¡p ls lkr gfFkfu;ks a dh enn ls] taxyh gkfFk;ks a }kjk fxjk, x, 
eyew=k dks igpkurs gq, mUgsa idM+us dk dke djrs FksA 
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According to Greek sources, the Mauryan ruler had a 
standing army of 600,000 foot-soldiers, 30,000 cavalry 
and 9,000 elephants. Some historians consider these 
accounts to be exaggerated. 

;wukuh lzksrks a osQ vuqlkj] ekS;Z lezkV osQ ikl N% yk[k iSny lSfud] 
rhl g”kkj ?kqM+lokj rFkk ukS g”kkj gkFkh FksA oqQN bfrgkldkj bl 
fooj.k dks vfr'k;ksfDriw.kZ ekurs gSaA 
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Early Tamil Sangam texts contain 
poems describing chiefs and the ways 
in which they acquired and distributed 
resources. 

izkphu rfey laxe xzaFkks a esa ,slh dfork,¡ gSa tks 
ljnkjks a dk fooj.k nsrh gSa fd mUgks aus vius 
lzk srks a dk ladyu vkSj forj.k fdl izdkj ls 
fd;kA 
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The Pandya chief Senguttuvan visits the forest  

This is an excerpt from the Silappadikaram, an epic written 
in Tamil: (When he visited the forest) people came down 
the mountain, singing and dancing … just as the defeated 
show respect to the victorious king 

ik.M~; ljnkj lsuxqÙkqou dh ou;k=kk  

;g rfey egkdkO; flyIikfndkje~ dk ,d va'k gS % tc og ou dh 
;k=kk ij Fks rks yksx ukprs&xkrs gq, igkM+ks a ls mrjs Bhd mlh rjg tSls 
ijkftr yksx fot;h dk vknj djrs gSaA 
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So did they bring gifts – ivory, fragrant wood, fans made of 
the hair of deer, honey, sandalwood, red ochre, antimony, 
turmeric, cardamom, pepper, etc. they brought coconuts, 
mangoes, medicinal plants, fruits, onions, sugarcane, 
flowers, areca nut, bananas, baby tigers, lions, elephants, 
monkeys, bear, deer, musk deer, fox, peacocks, musk cat, 
wild cocks, speaking parrots, etc. …  

os vius lkFk migkj yk,] ftuesa gkFkh nk¡r] lqxaf/r ydM+h] fgj.kks a osQ 
cky ls cus p¡oj] e/q] panu] xs:] lqjek] gYnh] byk;ph] fepZ vkfn 
oLrq,¡ FkhaAos vius lkFk ukfj;y] vke] tM+h&cwVh] iQy] I;kt] xUuk] iwQy] 
lqikjh] osQyk] ck?kks a osQ cPps] 'ksj] gkFkh] canj] Hkkyw] fgj.k] dLrwjh e`x] 
ykseM+h] eksj] taxyh eqxs Z] cksyus okys rksrs vkfn Hkh yk,A 
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One means of claiming high 
status was to identify with a 
variety of deities. This strategy is 
best exemplified by the Kushanas 

jktkvks a osQ fy, mPp fLFkfr izkIr djus 
dk ,d lk/u fofHkUu nsoh&nsorkvks a osQ 
lkFk tqM+uk FkkA oqQ"kk.k 'kkldksa us bl 
mik; dk lcls vPNk m¼j.k izLrqr 
fd;kA 
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ins and sculpture. Colossal statues 
of Kushana rulers have been found 
installed in a shrine at Mat near 
Mathura 

eFkqjk osQ ikl ekV osQ ,d nsoLFkku ij 
oqQ"kk.k 'kkldksa dh fo'kkydk; ew£r;k¡ yxkbZ 
xbZ FkhaA  
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Afghanistan as well 

vI+kQxkfuLRkku 

Kushana rulers also 
adopted the title devaputra, 
or “son of god” 

oqQ"kk.k 'kkldksa us vius uke osQ 
vkxs ^nsoiq=k* dh mikf/ Hkh 
yxkbZ FkhA  
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Fourth century there is evidence of 
larger states, including the Gupta 
Empire. Many of these depended 
on samantas, men who maintained 
themselves through local resources 
including control over land. 

pkSFkh 'krkCnh bZ- esa xqIr lkezkT; lfgr 
dbZ cM+s lkezkT;ks a osQ lk{; feyrs gSaA 
buesa ls dbZ lkezkT; lkearks a ij fuHkZj FksA 
viuk fuokZg LFkkuh; lalk/uks a }kjk djrs 
Fks ftlesa Hkwfe ij fu;a=k.k Hkh 'kkfey FkkA 
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Powerful samantas could become 
kings: conversely, weak rulers 
might find themselves being 
reduced to positions of 
subordination.  

tks lkear 'kfDr'kkyh gksrs Fks os jktk Hkh 
cu tkrs Fks vkSj tks jktk nqcZy gksrs Fks] 
os cM+s 'kkldksa osQ v/hu gks tkrs FksA 
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Histories of the Gupta rulers 
have been reconstructed from 
literature, coins and inscriptions, 
including prashastis, composed 
in praise of kings in particular, 
and patrons in general, by poets. 

xqIr 'kkldks a dk bfrgkl lkfgR;] 
flDdksa vkSj vfHkys[kks a dh lgk;rk ls 
fy[kk x;k gSA lkFk gh dfo;ks a }kjk 
vius jktk ;k Lokeh dh iz'kalk esa 
fy[kh iz'kfLr;k¡ Hkh mi;ksxh jgh gSaA 
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Prayaga Prashasti (also known as 
the Allahabad Pillar Inscription) 
composed in Sanskrit by 
Harishena, the court poet of 
Samudragupta, arguably the most 
powerful of the Gupta rulers  

bykgkckn LraHk vfHkys[k osQ uke ls 
izfl¼ iz;kx iz'kfLr dh jpuk gfj"ks.k tks 
Lo;a xqIr lezkVks a osQ laHkor% lcls 
'kfDr'kkyh lezkV leqnzxqIr osQ jktdfo 
Fks] us laLo`Qr esa dh FkhA  
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In praise of Samudragupta  
This is an excerpt from the Prayaga Prashasti: He was without an 
antagonist on earth; he, by the overflowing of the multitude of 
(his) many good qualities adorned by hundreds of good actions, 
has wiped off the fame of other kings with the soles of (his) feet; 
(he is) Purusha (the Supreme Being), being the cause of the 
prosperity of the good and the destruction of the bad (he is) 
incomprehensible; (he is) one whose tender heart can be 
captured only by devotion and humility. 

leqnzxqIr dh iz'kfLr  
;g iz;kx iz'kfLr dk ,d va'k gS % /jrh ij mudk dksbZ izfr}a}h ugha FkkA vusd 
xq.kks a vkSj 'kqHkdk;ks ± ls laiUu mUgks aus vius iSj osQ ryos ls vU; jktkvks a osQ ;'k 
dks feVk fn;k gSA os ijekRek iq#"k gSa] lk/q (Hkys) dh le`f¼ vkSj vlk/q (cqjs) 
osQ fouk'k osQ dkj.k gSaA os vKs; gSaA muosQ dksey ân; dks HkfDr vkSj fou; ls 
gh o'k esa fd;k tk ldrk gSA 
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(he is) possessed of compassion; (he is) the giver of many 
hundred-thousands of cows; (his) mind has received 
ceremonial initiation for the uplift of the miserable, the poor, 
the forlorn and the suffering; (he is) resplendent and 
embodied kindness to mankind; (he is) equal to (the gods) 
Kubera (the god of wealth), Varuna (the god of the ocean), 
Indra (the god of rains) and Yama (the god of death). 

os vusd lglz xk;ks a osQ nkrk gSaA muosQ efLr"d dh nh{kk nhu&nqf[k;ks a] 
fojgf.k;ks a vkSj ihfM+rks a osQ m¼kj osQ fy, dh xbZ gSA os ekuork osQ fy, 
fnO;eku mnkjrk dh izfrew£r gSaA os nsorkvks a esa oqQcsj (/u&nso)] o#.k 
(leqnz&nso)] banz (o"kkZ osQ nsork) vkSj ;e (e`R;q&nso) osQ rqY; gSaA 
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inscriptions do not provide 
all the answers 

vfHkys[kks a ls lHkh tokc ugha 
feyrs gSaA 

Historians have tried to 
solve this problem by 
examining stories 

bfrgkldkjks a us bldk fujkdj.k 
djus dk iz;kl fd;k gSA  
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Jatakas and the Panchatantra 

tkrd vkSj iapra=k 

Jatakas were written in Pali 
tkrd dFkk,¡ ikfy Hkk"kk esa 
fy[kh xb±A 
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Transplantation is used for paddy cultivation in areas 
where water is plentiful. Here, seeds are first broadcast; 
when the saplings have grown they are transplanted in 
waterlogged fields. This ensures a higher ratio of survival 
of saplings and higher yields.  

/ku dh jksikbZ mu {ks=kk s a esa dh tkrh gS tgk¡ ikuh cgqrk;r ek=kk esa 
gksrk gSA blesa igys /ku osQ cht vaoqQfjr djosQ ikuh ls Hkjs [ksrks a es a 
ikS/ks a dh jksikbZ dh tkrh gSA pw¡fd ”;knk ek=kk esa ikSèk cp tkrh gS 
vr% blls èkku dh mit c<+ tkrh gSA  
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Shift to plough agriculture 

gy dk izpyu FkkA 

iron-tipped ploughshare 
was used to 

yksgs osQ iQky okys gyks a osQ 
ekè;e lsA  
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Production of paddy 

/ku dh jksikbZ  

introduction of 
transplantation 

mit esa Hkkjh o`f¼ 
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Use of irrigation, through 
wells and tanks, and less 
commonly, canals. 

oqQvks a] rkykcks a vkSj dgha&dgha 
ugjks a osQ ekè;e ls ¯lpkbZ 
djuk FkkA 

HISTORY  
THEME 02 

Kings, Farmers and Towns Early 
States and Economies 

jktk] fdlku vkSj uxj  
vkjafHkd jkT; vkSj vFkZO;oLFkk,¡ 

¼yxHkx 600 bZ-iw- ls 600 bZ-½ (C. 600 BCE-600 CE) 



Large landholders, as well as 
the village headman (whose 
position was often 
hereditary), emerged as 
powerful figures, and often 
exercised control over other 
cultivators. 

cM+s&cM+s ”kehankj vkSj xzke iz/ku 
'kfDr'kkyh ekus tkrs Fks tks izk;% 
fdlkuks a ij fu;a=k.k j[krs FksA xzke 
iz/ku dk in izk;% oa'kkuqxr gksrk 
FkkA 
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Tamil literature (the Sangam 
texts) also mentions different 
categories of people living in 
the villages 

rfey laxe lkfgR; esa Hkh xk¡oks a esa 
jgus okys fofHkUu oxks ± osQ yksxks a dk 
mYys[k gS 
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Gahapati  

A gahapati was the owner, master or head of a 
household, who exercised control over the women, 
children, slaves and workers who shared a common 
residence 

xgifr  

xgifr ?kj dk eqf[k;k gksrk Fkk vkSj ?kj esa jgus okyh efgykvksa] 
cPpks a] ukSdjks a vkSj nklks a ij fu;a=k.k djrk FkkA 
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He was also the owner of the resources – land, animals 
and other things – that belonged to the household. 
Sometimes the term was used as a marker of status for 
men belonging to the urban elite, including wealthy 
merchants.  

?kj ls tqM+ s Hkwfe] tkuoj ;k vU; lHkh oLrqvks a dk og ekfyd gksrk 
FkkA dHkh&dHkh bl 'kCn dk iz;ksx uxjks a esa jgus okys laHkzk ar 
O;fDr;ks a vkSj O;kikfj;ks a osQ fy, Hkh gksrk FkkA  
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The importance of boundaries 

 The Manusmrti is one of the best-known legal texts of early 
India, written in Sanskrit and compiled between c. second 
century BCE and c. second century CE. This is what the text 
advises the king to do: 

lhekvks a dk egÙo  

euqLe`fr vkjafHkd Hkkjr dk lcls izfl¼ fof/xzaFk gSA bls laLo`Qr Hkk"kk esa 
nwljh 'krkCnh bZ-iw- vkSj nwljh 'krkCnh bZ- osQ chp fy[kk x;k FkkA bl xazFk 
esa jktk dks ;g lykg nh xbZ gS % 
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Seeing that in the world controversies constantly arise due to 
the ignorance of boundaries, he should … have … concealed 
boundary markers buried – stones, bones, cow’s hair, chaff, 
ashes, potsherds, dried cow dung, bricks, coal, pebbles and 
sand. He should also have other similar substances that would 
not decay in the soil buried as hidden markers at the 
intersection of boundaries 

pw¡fd lhekvks a dh vufHkKrk osQ dkj.k fo'o esa ckj&ckj fookn iSnk gksrs gSa blfy, 
mls lhekvks a dh igpku osQ fy, xqIr fu'kku ”kehu esa xkM+ dj j[kus pkfg, tSls 
fd iRFkj] gfî;ó k¡] xk; osQ cky] Hkwlh] jk[k] [kiVs] xk; osQ lw[ks xkscj] b±V] 
dks;yk] oaQdM+ vkSj jsrA mls lhekvks a ij blh izdkj osQ vkSj rRo Hkwfe esa Nqik dj 
xkM+us pkfg, tks le; osQ lkFk u"V u gks aA 
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Life in a small village  

The Harshacharita is a biography of Harshavardhana, the 
ruler of Kanauj (see Map 3), composed in Sanskrit by his 
court poet, Banabhatta (c. seventh century CE). This is an 
excerpt from the text, an extremely rare representation of life 
in a settlement on the outskirts of a forest in the Vindhyas: 

,d NksVs xk¡o dk thou 

g"kZpfjr laLÑr esa fy[kh xbZ dUukSt (ekufp=k 3 nsf[k,) osQ 'kkld 
g"kZo/Zu dh thouh gS] blosQ ys[kd ck.kHk^ (yxHkx lkroha 'krkCnh bZ-) 
g"kZo/Zu osQ jktdfo FksA ;g ml xzaFk dk ,d va'k gSA blesa ¯oè; {ks=k osQ 
taxy osQ fdukjs dh ,d cLrh osQ thou dk ,d vfrfojy fp=k.k fd;k 
x;k gS% 
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The outskirts being for the most part forest, many parcels of 
rice-land, threshing ground and arable land were being 
apportioned by small farmers … it was mainly spade culture 
… owing to the difficulty of ploughing the sparsely scattered 
fields covered with grass, with their few clear spaces, their 
black soil stiff as black iron … 

cLrh osQ fdukjs dk vf/dka'k {ks=k taxy gS vkSj ;gk¡ /ku dh mit okyh] 
[kfygku vkSj mitkÅ Hkwfe osQ fgLlks a dks NksVs fdlkuks a us vkil esa ck¡V 
fy;k gS--- ;gk¡ osQ vf/dka'k yksx oqQnky dk iz;ksx djrs gaS--- D;ks afd ?kkl 
ls Hkjh Hkwfe esa gy pykuk eqf'dy gSA cgqr de fgLls lkI+kQ gSa] tks gSa 
Hkh mldh dkyh feêh ð dkys yksgs tSlh l[r gSA 
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There were people moving along with bundles of bark … 
countless sacks of plucked flowers, … loads of flax and 
hemp bundles, quantities of honey, peacocks’ tail feathers, 
wreaths of wax, logs, and grass. Village wives hastened en 
route for neighbouring villages, all intent on thoughts of sale 
and bearing on their heads baskets filled with various 
gathered forest fruits. 

;gk¡ yksx isM+ dh Nky osQ xêòj ysdj pyrs gSa--- iwQyks a ls Hkjs vufxur 
cksjs--- vylh vkSj lu] Hkkjh Hkk=kk esa 'kgn] eksjia[k] ekse] ydM+h vkSj 
?kkl osQ cks> ysdj vkrs&tkrs jgrs gSaA xzkeh.k efgyk,¡ jkLrs esa cls xk¡oks a 
esa tkdj cspus dks rRij jgrh gSaA muosQ fljks a ij taxy ls ,d=k fd, x, 
iQyks a dh Vksdfj;k¡ FkhaA 
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Grants of land being made, 
many of which were 
recorded in inscriptions. 

Hkwfenku osQ izek.k feyrs gSaA buesa 
ls dbZ dk mYys[k vfHkys[kks a es a 
feyrk gSA  

On stone 

iRFkjks a ij 
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On copper plates 

rkez i=kks a ij 

Grants to religious 
institutions or to 
Brahmanas 

/kfeZd laLFkkvks a ;k czkã.kks a dks 
fn, x, FksA  
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According to Sanskrit legal 
texts, women were not 
supposed to have 
independent access to 
resources such as land.  

laLÑr /eZ'kkL=kks a osQ vuqlkj] 
efgykvks a dks Hkwfe tSlh laifÙk 
ij Lora=k vf/dkj ugha Fkk 
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Rural populations – these 
included Brahmanas and 
peasants, as well as others who 
were expected to provide a 
range of produce to the king or 
his representatives. 

vfHkys[k ls gesa xzkeh.k iztk dk Hkh 
irk pyrk gSA buesa czkã.k] fdlku rFkk 
vU; izdkj osQ oxZ 'kkfey Fks tks 
'kkldksa ;k muosQ izfrfufèk;ks a dks dbZ 
izdkj dh oLrq,¡ iznku djrs FksA  
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Prabhavati Gupta and the village of Danguna 

This is what Prabhavati Gupta states in her inscription: 

Prabhavati Gupta … commands the gramakutumbinas 
(householders/peasants living in the village), Brahmanas and 
others living in the village of Danguna … 

izHkkorh xqIr vkSj naxqu xk¡o  

izHkkorh xqIr us vius vfHkys[k esa ;g dgk gS% izHkkorh xzke oqQVq afcuks a (xk¡o 
osQ x`gLFk vkSj o`Q"kd)] czkã.kks a] vkSj naxqu xk¡o osQ vU; okfl;ks a dks vkns'k 
nsrh gS----- 
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“Be it known to you that on the twelfth (lunar day) of the bright 
(fortnight) of Karttika, we have, in order to increase our 
religious merit donated this village with the pouring out of 
water, to the Acharya (teacher) Chanalasvamin … You should 
obey all (his) commands …  

^vkidks Kkr gks fd dkfrZd 'kqDy i{k dh }kn'kh frfFk dks /kfeZd iq.; 
izkfIr osQ fy, bl xzke dks ty viZ.k osQ lkFk vkpk;Z pukyLokeh dks nku 
fd;k x;k gSA vkidks buosQ lHkh vkns'kks a dk ikyu djuk pkfg,A 
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We confer on (him) the following exemptions typical of an 
agrahara …(this village is) not to be entered by soldiers and 
policemen; (it is) exempt from (the obligation to provide) grass, 
(animal) hides as seats, and charcoal (to touring royal officers); 
exempt from (the royal prerogative of) purchasing fermenting 
liquors and digging (salt);  

,d vxzgkj osQ fy, mi;qDr fuEufyf[kr fj;k;rks a dk funsZ'k Hkh nsrh gw¡A bl 
xk¡o esa iqfyl ;k lSfud izos'k ugha djsaxsA nkSjs ij vkus okys 'kkldh; 
vf/dkfj;ks a dks ;g xk¡o ?kkl nsus vkSj vklu esa iz;qDr gksus okyh tkuojks a 
dh [kky vkSj dks;yk nsus osQ nkf;Ro ls eqDr gSA lkFk gh os efnjk [kjhnus 
vkSj ued gsrq [kqnkbZ djus osQ jktlh vf/dkj dks dk;kZfUor fd, tkus ls 
eqDr gSaA 
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exempt from (the right to) mines and khadira trees; exempt 
from (the obligation to supply) flowers and milk; (it is donated) 
together with (the right to) hidden treasures and deposits 
(and) together with major and minor taxes …” 

This charter has been written in the thirteenth (regnal) year. 
(It has been) engraved by Chakradasa. 

bl xk¡o dks [kfut&inkFkZ vkSj [kfnj o`{k osQ mRikn nsus ls Hkh NwV gSA 
iwQy vkSj nw/ nsus ls Hkh NwV gSA bl xk¡o dk nku blosQ Hkhrj dh laifÙk 
vkSj cM+s&NksVs lHkh djks a lfgr fd;k x;k gSA¸ bl jkT;kns'k dks 13osa jkT; 
o"kZ esa fy[kk x;k gS vkSj bls pØnkl us mRdh.kZ fd;k gSA 
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An agrahara was land granted to a 
Brahmana, who was usually exempted from 
paying land revenue and other dues to the 
king, and was often given the right to collect 
these dues from the local people.  

vxzgkj ml HkwHkkx dks dgrs Fks tks czkã.kks a dks nku 
fd;k tkrk FkkA czkã.kks a ls Hkwfedj ;k vU; izdkj 
osQ dj ugha olwys tkrs FksA czkã.kks a dks Lo;a LFkkuh; 
yksxks a ls dj olwyus dk vf/dkj FkkA 
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Land grants provide some 
insight into the relationship 
between cultivators and the 
state.  

Hkwfenku osQ izpyu ls jkT; rFkk 
fdlkuks a osQ chp laca/ dh >k¡dh 
feyrh gSA 
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The history of Pataliputra  

Each city had a history of its own. Pataliputra, for instance, 
began as a village known as Pataligrama. Then, in the fifth 
century BCE, the Magadhan rulers decided to shift their 
capital from Rajagaha to this settlement and renamed it. 

ikVfyiq=k dk bfrgkl  

izR;sd uxj dk viuk bfrgkl FkkA mnkgj.k osQ rkSj ij] ikVfyiq=k dk 
fodkl ikVfyxzke uke osQ ,d xk¡o ls gqvkA fiQj ik¡poha lnh bZ-iw- esa 
ex/ 'kkldksa us viuh jkt/kuh jktxkg ls gVkdj bls cLrh esa ykus dk 
fu.kZ; fd;k vkSj bldk uke cny fn;kA 
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By the fourth century BCE, it was the capital of the Mauryan 
Empire and one of the largest cities in Asia. Subsequently, its 
importance apparently declined. When the Chinese pilgrim 
Xuan Zang visited the city in the seventh century CE, he 
found it in ruins, and with a very small population.  

pkSFkh 'krkCnh bZiw- rd vkrs&vkrs ;g ekS;Z lkezkT; dh jkt/kuh vkSj 
,f'k;k osQ lcls cM+s uxjks a es a ls ,d cu x;kA ckn esa bldk egÙo de 
gks x;k vkSj tc phuh ;k=kh 'oSu Rlkax lkroha lnh bZ- esa ;gk¡ vk;k rks 
bls ;g uxj [kaMgj esa cnyk feyk vkSj ml le; ;gk¡ dh tula[;k Hkh 
de FkhA 
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Many of these were capitals of 
mahajanapadas. Virtually all 
major towns were located 
along routes of communication.  

buesa ls vf/dka'k uxj egktuinks a 
dh jkt/kfu;k¡ FksA izk;% lHkh uxj 
lapkj ekxks ± osQ fdukjs cls FksA 
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Kings and ruling elites lived in 
fortified cities. Although it is 
difficult to conduct extensive 
excavations at most sites 
because people live in these 
areas  

'kkld oxZ vkSj jktk fdyscan uxjks a esa 
jgrs FksA ;|fi buesa ls vf/dka'k LFkyks a 
ij O;kid :i ls [kqnkbZ djuk laHko 
ugha gS] D;ks afd vkt Hkh bu {ks=kk s a esa 
yksx jgrs gSaA  
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Votive inscriptions record 
gifts made to religious 
institutions.  

nkukRed vfHkys[kks a es a /k£ed 
laLFkkvks a dks fn, nku dk fooj.k 
gksrk gSA 
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The Malabar coast (present-day Kerala)  

Here is an excerpt from Periplus of the 
Erythraean Sea, composed by an 
anonymous Greek sailor (c. first century 
CE):  

ekykckj rV (vk/qfud osQjy)  

;g ,d ;wukuh leqæ ;k=kh }kjk jfpr isfjIyl 
vkWI+kQ ,jhfFkz;u lh dk ,d va'k (yxHkx izFke 
'krkCnh bZ-) gSA 
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They (i.e. traders from abroad) send large ships to 
these market-towns on account of the great 
quantity and bulk of pepper and malabathrum 
(possibly cinnamon, produced in these regions). 
There are imported here, in the first place, a great 
quantity of coin; topaz … antimony (a mineral used 
as a colouring substance), coral, crude glass, 
copper, tin, lead …  

Hkkjh ek=kk esa dkyh fepZ vkSj nky phuh [kjhnus osQ fy, 
ck”kkj okys uxjks a es a os (fons'kh O;kikjh) tgk”k Hkstrs gSaA 
,d rks ;gk¡ Hkkjh ek=kk esa flDdksa] iq[kjkt] lqjek] ew¡xs] dPps 
'kh'ks] rk¡cs] fVu vkSj lhls dk vk;kr fd;k tkrk gS--- 
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There is exported pepper, which is produced in 
quantity in only one region near these markets … 
Besides this there are exported great quantities of 
fine pearls, ivory, silk cloth, … transparent stones of 
all kinds, diamonds and sapphires, and tortoise 
shell  

bu ck”kkjks a osQ vklikl Hkkjh ek=kk esa mRiUu dkyh fepZ dk 
fu;kZr fd;k tkrk gS--- blosQ vykok] mPp dksfV osQ eksfr;ks a] 
gkFkh nk¡r] js'keh oL=k fofHkUu izdkj osQ ikjn'khZ iRFkjks a] ghjks a 
vkSj dkys ux vkSj dNq, dh [kksiM+h dk Hkkjh ek=kk esa vk;kr 
gksrk gSA 
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Archaeological evidence of a bead-making industry, 
using precious and semi-precious stones, has been 
found in Kodumanal (Tamil Nadu). It is likely that 
local traders brought the stones mentioned in the 
Periplus from sites such as these to the coastal 
ports.  

rfeyukMq osQ dksMqeuky esa cgqewY; vkSj de ewY;oku iRFkjks a 
ls cuk, tkus okys ew¡xks a osQ m|ksx osQ iqjkrkfRod lk{; feys 
gSaA ;g laHko gS fd isfjIyl esa of.kZr iRFkjks a dks bUgha rVorhZ 
canjxkgjks a rd LFkkuh; O;kikjh yk, gks axsA 
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“Periplus” is a Greek word 
meaning sailing around and 
“Erythraean” was the Greek 
name for the Red Sea.  

isfjIyl ;wukuh Hkk"kk dk 'kCn gS 
ftldk vFkZ leqæh ;k=kk gS vkSj 
,jhfFkz;u ;wukuh Hkk"kk esa yky 
lkxj dks dgrs gSaA 
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Land and river routes criss-
crossed the subcontinent  

miegk}hi esa unh ekxks ± vkSj 
Hkwekxks ± dk ekuks tky fcN x;k 
Fkk 
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Rulers often attempted to 
control these routes, possibly 
by offering protection for a 
price.  

'kkldksa us izk;% bu ekxks ± ij fu;a=k.k 
djus dh dksf'k'k dh vkSj laHkor% 
os bu ekxks ± ij O;kikfj;ks a dh lqj{kk 
osQ cnys muls /u ysrs FksA 
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 Goods were carried from one 
place to another – salt, grain, 
cloth, metal ores and finished 
products, stone, timber, 
medicinal plants, to name a 
few.  

 ued] vukt] diM+k] /krq vkSj 
mlls fu£er mRikn] iRFkj] ydM+h] 
tM+h&cwVh tSls vusd izdkj osQ 
lkeku ,d LFkku ls nwljs LFkku rd 
igq¡pk, tkrs FksA 
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 Spices, especially pepper, were 
in high demand in the Roman 
Empire, as were textiles and 
medicinal plants, and these 
were all transported across the 
Arabian Sea to the 
Mediterranean.  

 jkseu lkezkT; esa dkyh fepZ] tSls 
elkyks a rFkk diM+ks a o tM+h&cwfV;ks a 
dh Hkkjh ek¡x FkhA bu lHkh oLrqvks a 
dks vjc lkxj osQ jkLrs Hkweè; {ks=k 
rd igq¡pk;k tkrk FkkA 
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Punch-marked coins made 
of silver and copper  

pk¡nh vkSj rk¡cs osQ vkgr flDosQ 

The kushanas, however, 
issued the largest hoards of 
gold coins first gold coins  

gkyk¡fd lksus osQ flDosQ cMs+ iSekus 
ij oqQ"kk.k jktkvks a us tkjh fd, 
FksA 
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Virtually identical in weight with 
those issued by contemporary 
Roman emperors  

buosQ vkdkj vkSj o”ku rRdkyhu jkseu 
lezkVks a }kjk tkjh flDdksa osQ fcYkoqQy 
leku FksA 

Use of gold coins indicates the 
enormous value of the transactions  

lksus osQ flDdksa osQ O;kid iz;ksx ls laosQr 
feyrk gS fd cgqewY; oLrqvks a vkSj Hkkjh ek=kk 
esa oLrqvks a dk fofue; fd;k tkrk FkkA 
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South India was not part of 
the Roman Empire, but 
there were close 
connections through trade. 

 nf{k.k Hkkjr jkseu lkezkT; osQ 
varxZr u gksrs gq, Hkh O;kikfjd 
n`f"V ls jkseu lkezkT; ls lacaf/r 
FkkA 
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Coins were also issued by 
tribal republics  

dck;yh x.kjkT;ks a us Hkh flDosQ 
tkjh fd, FksA 

Gold coins were issued by 
the Gupta rulers.  

lksus osQ flDdksa esa ls oqQN xqIr 
'kkldksa us tkjh fd,A 
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Most scripts used to write 
modern Indian languages 
are derived from Brahmi 

vk/qfud Hkkjrh; Hkk"kkvks a es a 
iz;qDr yxHkx lHkh fyfi;ks a dk 
ewy czkãh fyfi gSA 

James Prinsep was able to 
decipher Asokan Brahmi  

tsEl fizalsi us vlksddkyhu czkãh 
fyfi dk vFkZ fudky fy;kA 
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The orders of the king  

Thus speaks king Devanampiya 
Piyadassi:  

In the past, there were no 
arrangements for disposing affairs, nor 
for receiving regular reports. But I have 
made the following (arrangement).  

jktk osQ vkns'k 

jktu~ nsokukafi; fi;nLlh ;g dgrs gSa%  

vrhr esa elyksa dks fuiVkus vkSj fu;fer :i ls 
lwpuk ,d=k djus dh O;oLFk,¡ ugha FkhaA ysfdu 
eSaus fuEufyf[kr (O;oLFkk) dh gSaA 
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Pativedakas should report to me about the 
affairs of the people at all times, anywhere, 
whether I am eating, in the inner apartment, in 
the bedroom, in the cow pen, being carried 
(possibly in a palanquin), or in the garden. And 
I will dispose of the affairs of the people 
everywhere. 

yksxks a osQ lekpkj ge rd ifrosnd lnSo igq¡pk,¡A pkgs 
eSa dgha Hkh gw¡] [kkuk [kk jgk gw¡] vUr%iqj esa gw¡ foJke 
d{k esa gw¡] xks'kkys esa gw¡] ;k fiQj ikydh esa eq>s ys 
tk;k tk jgk gks vFkok okfVdk esa gw¡A eSa yksxks a osQ 
fo"k;ks a dk fujkdj.k gj LFky ij d:¡xkA 
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Prinsep identifying the 
language of the Kharosthi 
inscriptions as Prakrit 

 fiz alsi us [kjks"Bh esa fy[ks 
vfHkys[kks a dh Hkk"kk dh igpku 
izkÑr osQ :i esa dh FkhA  

Asoka, is not mentioned in 
the inscription 

vfHkys[k esa 'kkld vlksd dk 
uke ugha fy[kk gSA  
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What is used instead are 
titles adopted by the ruler – 
devanampiya, often 
translated as “beloved of the 
gods” and piyadassi, or 
“pleasant to behold”. 

 mlesa vlksd }kjk viukbZ xbZ 
mikf/;ks a dk iz;ksx fd;k x;k gS_ 
tSls fd nsokukafi; vFkkZr~ nsorkvks a 
dk fiz; vkSj ^fi;nLlh* ;kuh 
^ns[kus esa lqUnj*A 
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Epigraphists sometimes add 
these to make the meaning 
of sentences clear. This has 
to be done carefully, to 
ensure that the intended 
meaning of the author is not 
changed.  

vfHkys[k 'kkL=kh izk;% okD;ks a osQ 
vFkZ Li"V djus osQ fy, ,slk 
djrs gSaA ;g cM+s è;ku ls djuk 
iM+rk gS ftlls fd ys[kd dk 
ewy vFkZ cny u tk,A 
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The anguish of the king  

When the king Devanampiya Piyadassi had 
been ruling for eight years, the (country of 
the) Kalingas (presentday coastal Orissa) was 
conquered by (him).  

jktk dh osnuk  

tc nsokukafi; fi;nLlh us vius 'kklu osQ vkB o"kZ iwjs 
fd, rks mUgks aus d¯yx (vk/qfud rVorhZ mM+hlk) ij 
fot; izkIr dhA 
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One hundred and fifty thousand men were 
deported, a hundred thousand were killed, and 
many more died.  

Ms<+ yk[k iq#"kks a dks fu"dkflr fd;k x;k_ ,d yk[k 
ekjs x, vkSj blls Hkh ”;knk dh e`R;q gqbZA  
After that, now that (the country of) the 
Kalingas has been taken, Devanampiya (is 
devoted) to an intense study of Dhamma, to 
the love of Dhamma, and to instructing (the 
people) in Dhamma. 

dfyax ij 'kklu LFkkfir djus osQ ckn nsokukafi; /Ee 
osQ xgu vè;;u] /Ee osQ Lusg vkSj /Ee osQ mins'k esa 
Mwc x, gSaA 
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This is the repentance of Devanampiya on 
account of his conquest of the (country of the) 
Kalingas.  

For this is considered very painful and deplorable 
by Devanampiya that, while one is conquering an 
unconquered (country) slaughter, death and 
deportation of people (take place) there … 

;gh nsokukafi; osQ fy, d¯yx dh fot; dk i'pkrki gSA  

nsokukafi; osQ fy, ;g cgqr osnuknk;h vkSj ¯unuh; gS fd 
tc dksbZ fdlh jkT; ij fot; izkIr djrk gS rks ijkftr 
jkT; dk guu gksrk gS] ogk¡ yksx ekjs tkrs gSa] fu"dkflr 
fd, tkrs gSaA 
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There are limits to what 
epigraphy can reveal. 

vfHkys[kksa ls izkIr tkudkjh dh Hkh 
lhek gksrh gSA 

Letters are very faintly 
engraved 

v{kjks a dks gYkosQ <ax ls mRdh.kZ 
fd;k tkrk gSA  
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inscriptions may be damaged 
or letters missing. 

vfHkys[k u"V Hkh gks ldrs gS ftuls 
v{kj yqIr gks tkrs gSaA  

Not always easy to be sure 
about the exact meaning of the 
words used in inscriptions 

vfHkys[kks a osQ 'kCnks a osQ okLrfod vFkZ 
osQ ckjs esa iw.kZ :i ls Kku gks ikuk 
lnSo ljy ugha gksrk 
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Everything that we may consider 
politically or economically significant 
was necessarily recorded in 
inscriptions. 

;g ”k:jh ugha gS fd ftls ge vkt jktuhfrd 
vkSj vkfFkZd :i ls egRoiw.kZ ekurs gSa mUgsa 
vfHkys[kksa esa vafdr fd;k gh x;k gksA  
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Routine agricultural 
practices and the joys and 
sorrows of daily existence 
find no mention in 
inscriptions 

[ksrh dh nSfud izfØ;k,¡ vkSj 
jks”kejkZ dh ¯”knxh osQ lq[k&nq[k 
dk mYys[k vfHkys[kks a esa ugha 
feyrk gS  
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