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Harappan seal 

gM+IikbZ eqgj 

Artefact of the Harappan 
or Indus valley civilisation 

gM+Iik vFkok ¯lèkq ?kkVh lH;rk 
dh lcls fof'k"V iqjkoLrq gSA  
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Made of a stone called 
steatite 

lsy[kM+h uked iRFkj ls cukbZ 
xb 

Contain animal motifs and 
signs  

tkuojks a osQ fp=k rFkk ,d fyfi 
osQ fpÉ mRdhf.kZr gSA  
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Script that remains 
undeciphered 

vHkh rd i<+k ugha tk ldk gSA  

Their houses, pots, ornaments, 
tools and seals – in other 
words, from archaeological 
evidence 

muosQ vkoklks a] e`nHkk.Mks a] vkHkw"k.kks a] 
vkS”kkjks a rFkk eqgjks aµnwljs 'kCnks a esa 
iqjkrkfRod lk{;ks a osQ ekè;e ls cgqr 
tkudkjh feyrh gSA 
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TERMS, PLACES, TIMES  

The Indus valley civilisation is 
also called the Harappan culture. 
Archaeologists use the term 
“culture” for a group of objects, 
distinctive in style, that are 
usually found together within a 
specific geographical area and 
period of time. In the case of the 
Harappan culture, these 
distinctive objects include seals, 
beads, weights, stone blades and 
even baked bricks. These objects 
were found from areas as far 
apart as Afghanistan, Jammu, 
Baluchistan (Pakistan) and 
Gujarat  

ikfjHkkf"kd 'kCn] LFkku rFkk dky 

¯lèkq ?kkVh lH;rk dks gM+Iik laLÑfr Hkh 
dgk tkrk gSA iqjkrRofon ^laLÑfr* 'kCn 
dk iz;ksx iqjkoLrqvks a osQ ,sls lewg osQ 
fy, djrs gSa tks ,d fof'k"V 'kSyh osQ 
gksrs gSa vkSj lkekU;r;k ,d lkFk] ,d 
fo'ks"k HkkSxksfyd {ks=k rFkk dky&[kaM ls 
lac¼ ik, tkrs gSaA gM+Iik lH;rk osQ 
lanHkZ esa bu fof'k"V iqjkoLrqvks a es a eqgjs a] 
euosQ] ckV] iRFkj osQ iQyd vkSj idh gqbZ 
b±Vs a lfEefyr gSaA ;s oLrq,¡ vI+kQxkfuLrku] 
tEew] cywfpLrku (ikfdLrku) rFkk xqtjkr 
tSls {ks=kks a ls feyh gSa tks ,d nwljs ls 
yach nwjh ij fLFkr gSa  
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Named after Harappa, the 
first site where this unique 
culture was discovered (p. 
6), the civilisation is dated 
between c. 2600 and 1900 
BCE.  
bl lH;rk dk ukedj.k] gM+Iik 
uked LFkku] tgk¡ ;g laLÑfr 
igyh ckj [kksth xbZ Fkh] osQ uke 
ij fd;k x;k gSA bldk dky 
fuèkkZj.k yxHkx 2600 vkSj 1900 
bZlk iwoZ osQ chp fd;k x;k gSA 

Beads, weights, blades  
euosQ] ckV rFkk iQyd  
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There were earlier and later 
cultures, often called Early 
Harappan and Late Harappan, in 
the same area. The Harappan 
civilisation is sometimes called 
the Mature Harappan culture to 
distinguish it from these cultures. 

bl {ks=k esa bl lH;rk ls igys vkSj ckn 
esa Hkh laLÑfr;k¡ vfLrRo esa Fkha ftUgsa 
Øe'k% vkjafHkd rFkk ijorhZ gM+Iik dgk 
tkrk gSA bu laLÑfr;ks a ls gM+Iik lH;rk 
dks vyx djus osQ fy, dHkh&dHkh bls 
fodflr gM+Iik laLÑfr Hkh dgk tkrk gSA Beads, weights, blades  

euosQ] ckV rFkk iQyd  
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You will find certain 
abbreviations, related to dates, in 
this book. BP stands for Before 
Present  

vaxzs”kh esa ch-lh- (¯gnh esa bZ-iw-) dk 
rkRi;Z ^fciQksj ØkbLV* (bZlk iwoZ) ls gSA 
dHkh&dHkh vki frfFk;ks a ls igys ,-Mh- 
(¯gnh esa bZ-) fy[kk ikrs gSaA ;g ^,uks 
MkWfeuh* uked nks ySfVu 'kCnks a ls cuk gS 
rFkk bldk rkRi;Z bZlk elhg osQ tUe osQ 
o"kZ ls gSA vktdy ,- Mh- dh txg lh-
bZ- rFkk ch-lhdh txg ch-lh-bZ- dk iz;ksx 
gksrk gSA 
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BCE stands for Before Common Era CE 
stands for the Common Era. The 
present year is 2015 according to this 
dating system. c. stands for the Latin 
word circa and means “approximate.” 

lh-bZ- v{kjks a dk iz;ksx ^dkWeu ,jk* rFkk ch-lh-
bZ- dk ^fcI+kQksj dkWeu ,jk* osQ fy, gksrk gSA ge 
bu 'kCnks a dk iz;ksx blfy, djrs gSa D;ks afd 
fo'o osQ vfèkdka'k ns'kks a esa vc ^dkWeu ,jk* dk 
iz;ksx lkekU; gks x;k gSA dHkh&dHkh vaxz s”kh osQ 
ch-ihv{kjks a dk iz;ksx gksrk gS] ftldk rkRi;Z 
^fcI+kQksj izsts aV* gSA bl iqLrd esa geus ch-lh-bZ- 
osQ fy, bZ-iw-] lh-bZ- osQ fy, bZ- rFkk chih- osQ 
fy, orZeku ls igys 'kCnks a dk iz;ksx fd;k gSA 



HISTORY 
THEME 01 

BRICKS, BEADS AND BONES   
THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION 

b±Vs a] euosQ rFkk vfLFk;k¡  
(gM+Iik lH;rk) 

Archaeological cultures in 
the region prior to the 
Mature Harappan.  

fodflr gM+Iik ls igys Hkh 
dbZ laLÑfr;k¡ vfLrRo esa FkhaA 

Distinctive pottery, evidence of 
agriculture and pastoralism, and 
some crafts.  

;s laLÑfr;k¡ viuh fof'k"V e`nHkk.M 
'kSyh ls lac¼ Fkha rFkk gesa Ñf"k] 
i'kqikyu rFkk oqQN f'kYidkjh osQ lk{; 
Hkh feyrs gSaA 
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No large buildings  

cM+s vkdkj dh lajpuk,¡ yxHkx 
u osQ cjkcj FkhaA 

Was a break between the Early 
Harappan and the Harappan 
civilisation, evident from large-
scale burning at some sites 

oqQN LFkyks a ij cM+s iSekus ij bykdksa esa 
tyk, tkus osQ laosQrks a ls ,slk izrhr gksrk 
gS fd vkjafHkd gM+Iik rFkk gM+Iik 
lH;rk osQ chp Øe&Hkax FkkA 
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 Early and Mature Harappan cultures 
 Look at these figures for the number of 

settlements in Sind and Cholistan (the 
desert area of Pakistan bordering the 
Thar Desert). 

SIND CHOLISTAN  

Total number of 
sites 

106   239  

Early Harappan  
sites 

52 37 

Mature Harappan 
sites 

65 136 

Mature Harappan 
settlements on new 
sites 

43 132 

Early Harappan 
sites abandoned 

29 33 

vkjafHkd rFkk fodflr gM+Iik laLÑfr;k 
 ¯lèk vkSj pksfyLrku (Fkkj jsfxLrku ls yxk gqvk 

ikfdLrku dk jsfxLrkuh {ks=k) esa cfLr;ks a dh 
la[;k osQ lacaèk esa ;s vk¡dM+s nsf[k,A 

¯lèk  pksfyLrku 

cfLr;ks a dh oqQy 
la[;k 

106   239  

vkjafHkd gM+Iik  LFky 52 37 

fodflr gM+Iik  LFky 65 136 

u, LFkyks a ij fodflr 
gM+Iik cfLr;k 

43 132 

R;kx fn, x, vkjafHkd 
gM+Iik LFky 

29 33 
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Harappans ate a wide range of 
plant and animal products, 
including fish. 

gM+Iik lH;rk osQ fuoklh dbZ izdkj 
osQ isM+&ikSèkks a ls izkIr mRikn vkSj 
tkuojks a ftuesa eNyh Hkh 'kkfey gS] ls 
izkIr Hkkstu djrs FksA 

Charred grains and seeds 

tys vukt osQ nkuks a rFkk chtks a  
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Wheat, barley, lentil, chickpea 
and sesame. Millets are found 
from sites in Gujarat. 

xsgw ¡] tkS] nky] lI+ksQn puk rFkk fry 
'kkfey gSaA cktjs osQ nkus xqtjkr osQ 
LFkyks a ls izkIr gq, FksA 

Animal bones 

tkuojks a dh gM~fM;k¡ 
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Cattle, sheep, goat, buffalo 
and pig. 

eosf'k;ks a] HksM+] cdjh] HkS al rFkk 
lwvj dh gM~fM;k¡A  

Bones of wild species 
such as boar, deer and 
gharial are also found. 

taxyh iztkfr;ks a tSls ojkg 
(lwvj)] fgj.k rFkk ?kfM+;ky 
dh gM~fM;k¡ Hkh feyh gSaA  
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Bones of fish and fowl are 
also found  

eNyh rFkk if{k;ks a dh gM~fM;k¡ 
Hkh feyh gSaA 

By finds of grain 

vukt osQ nkusa feyrs gSA 
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Representations on seals and 
terracotta sculpture indicate 
that the bull was known  

eqgjks a ij fd, x, js[kkadu rFkk 
e`.ew£r;k¡ ;g bafxr djrh gSa fd 
o`"kHk osQ fo"k; esa tkudkjh Fkh 

Oxen were used for 
ploughing  

[ksr tksrus osQ fy, cSyks a dk 
iz;ksx gksrk FkkA 
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Terracotta models of the 
plough have been found at 
sites in Cholistan and at 
Banawali (Haryana).  

pksfyLrku osQ dbZ LFkyks a vkSj cukoyh 
(gfj;k.kk) ls feV~Vh ls cus gy osQ 
izfr:i feys gSaA 

Ploughed field at 
Kalibangan (Rajasthan) 

dkyhcaxu (jktLFkku) uked 
LFkku ij tqrs gq, [ksr dk lk{; 
feyk gSA  
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Furrows at right angles to each other, 
suggesting that two different crops 
were grown together.  

[ksr esa gy js[kkvks a osQ nks lewg ,d&nwljs dks 
ledks.k ij dkVrs gq, fo|eku Fks tks n'kkZrs 
ga S fd ,d lkFk nks vyx&vyx I+kQlysa mxkbZ 
tkrh FkhaA 

Traces of canals have been found 
at the Harappan site of 
Shortughai in Afghanistan, but not 
in Punjab or Sind.  

vI+kQxkfuLrku esa 'kksrq Z?kbZ uked gM+Iik 
LFky ls ugjks a osQ oqQN vo'ks"k feys gSa] 
ijarq iatkc vkSj ¯lèk esa ughaA 
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Water drawn from wells 
was used for irrigation. 

oqQvks a ls izkIr ikuh dk iz;ksx 
¯lpkbZ osQ fy, fd;k tkrk gksA 

Water reservoirs found in 
Dholavira (Gujarat) may have been 
used to store water for agriculture. 
èkkSykohjk (xqtjkr) esa feys tyk'k;ks a dk 
iz;ksx laHkor% Ñf"k osQ fy, ty lap;u 
gsrq fd;k tkrk FkkA  
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vory pfDd;k¡ --- cM+h la[;k esa 
feyh gSa --- vkSj ,slk izrhr gksrk gS 
fd vukt ihlus osQ fy, iz;qDr ;s 
,dek=k lkèku FkhaA lkèkkj.kr% ;s 
pfDd;k¡ LFkwyr% dBksj] oaQdjhys] 
vfXut vFkok cyqvk iRFkj ls fufeZr 
Fkha vkSj vkerkSj ij buls vR;fèkd 
iz;ksx osQ laosQr feyrs gSaA pw¡fd bu 
pfDd;ks a osQ ry lkekU;r;k mÙky gSa] 
fuf'pr :i ls bUgsa ”kehu esa vFkok 
fe^h esa tek dj j[kk tkrk gksxk 
ftlls bUgsa fgyus ls jksdk tk losQA 

Saddle querns … are found in 
considerable numbers … and 
they seem to have been the 
only means in use for grinding 
cereals. As a rule, they were 
roughly made of hard, gritty, 
igneous rock or sandstone and 
mostly show signs of hard 
usage. As their bases are 
usually convex, they must 
have been set in the earth or 
in mud to prevent their 
rocking. 
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nks eq[; izdkj dh pfDd;k¡ 
feyh gSaA ,d os gSa ftu ij ,d 
nwljk NksVk iRFkj vkxs&ihNs 
pyk;k tkrk Fkk] ftlls fupyk 
iRFkj [kks[kyk gks x;k Fkk] rFkk 
nwljh os gSa ftudk iz;ksx 
laHkor% osQoy lkyu ;k rjh 
cukus osQ fy, tM+h&cwfV;ks a rFkk 
elkyks a dks owQVus osQ fy, fd;k 
tkrk FkkA 

Two main types have been 
found: those on which another 
smaller stone was pushed or 
rolled to and fro, and others 
with which a second stone was 
used as a pounder, eventually 
making a large cavity in the 
nether stone. Querns of the 
former type were probably 
used solely for grain; the 
second type possibly only for 
pounding herbs and spices for 
making curries. 
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In fact, stones of this latter type are 
dubbed “curry stones” by our 
workmen and our cook asked for 
the loan of one from the museum 
for use in the kitchen.  

bu nwljs izdkj osQ iRFkjks a dks gekjs Jfedksa 
}kjk ^lkyu iRFkj* dk uke fn;k x;k gS 
rFkk gekjs ckophZ us ,d ;gh iRFkj jlksbZ esa 
iz;ksx osQ fy, laxzgky; ls mèkkj ek¡xk gSA  

FROM ERNEST MACKAY, Further 
Excavations at Mohenjodaro, 1937. 

vuZsLV eSosQ] iQnZj ,DloSQos'kUl ,V 
eksgutksnM+ks] 1937 ls m¼`r 
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Unique feature  

vuwBk igyw 

Development of urban 
centres.  

'kgjh osaQnzk s a dk fodkl FkkA 
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First site to be discovered was Harappa.  

lcls igys [kkstk x;k LFky gM+Iik FkkA 
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Settlement is divided into two 
sections, one smaller but 
higher and the other much 
larger but lower. 
Archaeologists designate these 
as the Citadel and the Lower 
Town  

cLrh nks Hkkxks a esa foHkkftr gS] ,d 
NksVk ysfdu Å¡pkbZ ij cuk;k x;k 
vkSj nwljk dgha vfèkd cM+k ysfdu 
uhps cuk;k x;kA iqjkrRofonks a us bUgsa 
nqxZ vkSj fupyk 'kgj dk uke fn;k gSA 
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Citadel owes its height to 
the fact that buildings 
were constructed on mud 
brick platforms. It was 
walled, which meant that 
it was physically 
separated from the Lower 
Town.  

nqxZ dh Å¡pkbZ dk dkj.k ;g Fkk 
fd ;gk¡ dh lajpuk,¡ dPph 
b±Vks a osQ pcwrjs ij cuh FkhaA nqxZ 
dks nhokj ls ?ksjk x;k Fkk 
ftldk vFkZ gS fd bls fupys 
'kgj ls vyx fd;k x;k FkkA 
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Lower Town was also 
walled.  

fupyk 'kgj Hkh nhokj ls ?ksjk 
x;k FkkA 

All building activity within 
the city was restricted to 
a fixed area on the 
platforms. 

'kgj dk lkjk Hkou&fuekZ.k dk;Z 
pcwrjks a ij ,d fuf'pr {ks=k 
rd lhfer FkkA 
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Planning include bricks, which, 
whether sun-dried or baked, 
were of a standardised ratio 

fu;kstu osQ vU; y{k.kks a esa b±Vs a 
'kkfey gSa tks Hkys gh èkwi esa lq[kkdj 
vFkok Hkêòh esa idkdj cukbZ xbZ gks a] 
,d fuf'pr vuqikr dh gksrh Fkh 

Planned drainage system. 

fu;ksftr ty fudkl iz.kkyh 
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Roads and streets were laid out along an 
approximate “grid” pattern, intersecting at 
right angles. 

lM+dks a rFkk xfy;ks a dks yxHkx ,d ^fxzM* i¼fr esa cuk;k 
x;k Fkk vkSj ;s ,d nwljs dks ledks.k ij dkVrh FkhaA 
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 The plight of Harappa 

Although Harappa was the first site 
to be discovered, it was badly 
destroyed by brick robbers. As 
early as 1875, Alexander 
Cunningham, the first Director-
General of the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI), often called 
the father of Indian archaeology, 
noted that the amount of brick 
taken from the ancient site was 
enough to lay bricks for “about 100 
miles” of the railway line between 
L ahore and Multan. Thus, many of 
the ancient structures at the site 
were damaged. In contrast, 
Mohenjodaro was far better 
preserved. 

 gM+Iik dh nqnZ'kk 

gkyk¡fd gM+Iik lcls igys [kkstk x;k LFky 
Fkk] bls b±V pqjkus okyks a us cqjh rjg ls u"V 
dj fn;k FkkA 1875 esa gh Hkkjrh; iqjkrkfRod 
loZs{k.k osQ igys tujy vysD”kSMj d¯u?ke] 
ftUgsa a lkekU;r% Hkkjrh; iqjkrRo dk tud 
Hkh dgk tkrk gS] us fy[kk Fkk fd izkphu 
LFky ls ys tkbZ xbZ b±Vks a dh ek=kk ^^yxHkx 
100 ehy** yach ykgkSj rFkk eqYrku osQ chp 
dh jsy&iVjh osQ fy, b±Vs a fcNkus osQ fy, 
i;kZIr FkhA bl izdkj bl LFky dh dbZ 
izkphu lajpuk,¡ u"V dj nh xb±A blosQ 
foijhr eksgutksnM+ks dgha csgrj lajf{kr FkkA 
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 Citadels  

While most Harappan 
settlements have a small high 
western part and a larger 
lower eastern section, there 
are variations. At sites such 
as Dholavira and Lothal 
(Gujarat), the entire 
settlement was fortified, and 
sections within the town were 
also separated by walls. The 
Citadel within Lothal was not 
walled off, but was built at a 
height. 

 nqxZ  

gkyk¡fd vfèkdka'k gM+Iik cfLr;ks a esa 
,d NksVk Å¡pk if'peh rFkk ,d cM+k 
ysfdu fupyk iwohZ Hkkx gS] ij bl 
fu;kstu esa fofoèkrk,¡ Hkh gSaA èkkSykohjk 
rFkk yksFky (xqtjkr) tSls LFkyks a ij 
iwjh cLrh fdyscan Fkh] RkFkk 'kgj osQ 
dbZ fgLls Hkh nhokjks a ls ?ksj dj vyx 
fd, x, FksA yksFky esa nqxZ nhokj ls 
f?kjk rks ugha Fkk ij oqQN Å¡pkbZ ij 
cuk;k x;k FkkA 
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Lower Town at Mohenjodaro 
provides examples of 
residential buildings.  

eksgutksnM+ks dk fupyk 'kgj 
vkoklh; Hkouks a osQ mnkgj.k izLrqr 
djrk gSA 

Courtyard was probably the centre 
of activities such as cooking and 
weaving, particularly during hot 
and dry weather  

vk¡xu] [kkuk idkus vkSj drkbZ djus tSlh 
xfrfofèk;ks a dk osaQnz Fkk] [kkl rkSj ls xeZ 
vkSj 'qk"d ekSle esaA 
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No windows in the walls 
along the ground level. 
Hkwfe ry ij cuh nhokjks a es a 
f[kM+fd;k¡ ugha gSaA 

Main entrance does not 
give a direct view of the 
interior or the courtyard. 
eq[; }kj ls vkarfjd Hkkx 
vFkok vk¡xu dk lhèkk 
voyksdu ugha gksrk gSA 
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House had its own bathroom 
paved with bricks, with drains 
connected through the wall to 
the street drains.  

?kj dk b±Vks a osQ I+kQ'kZ ls cuk viuk 
,d Luku?kj gksrk Fkk ftldh ukfy;k¡ 
nhokj osQ ekè;e ls lM+d dh 
ukfy;ks a ls tqM+h gqbZ FkhaA 

Houses had wells  

vkoklks a esa dq,¡ FksA  
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Total number of wells in Mohenjodaro was 
about 700. 

eksgutksnM+ks es a dqvks a dh oqQy la[;k yxHkx 700 FkhA 
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 The most ancient system yet discovered  

    About the drains, Mackay noted: “It is certainly the 
most complete ancient system as yet discovered.” 
Every house was connected to the street drains. 
The main channels were made of bricks set in 
mortar and were covered with loose bricks that 
could be removed for cleaning. 

 vc rd [kksth xbZ izkphure iz.kkyh 

   ukfy;ks a osQ fo"k; esa eSosQ fy[krs gSa% ^^fuf'pr :i ls ;g vc 
rd [kksth xbZ loZFkk laiw.kZ izkphu iz.kkyh gSA** gj vkokl 
xyh dh ukfy;ks a ls tksM+k x;k FkkA eq[; ukys xkjs esa tekbZ xbZ 
b±Vks a ls cus Fks vkSj bUgsa ,slh b±Vks a ls  
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In some cases, limestone was used for the covers. 
House drains first emptied into a sump or cesspit into 
which solid matter settled while waste water flowed 
out into the street drains. Very long drainage channels 
were provided at intervals with sumps for cleaning.  

oqQN LFkkuks a ij <dus ds fy, pwuk iRFkj dh ifV~Vdk dk iz;ksx 
fd;k x;k FkkA ?kjks a dh ukfy;k¡ igys ,d gkSnh ;k eyoaqQM esa 
[kkyh gksrh Fkha ftlesa Bksl inkFkZ tek gks tkrk Fkk vkSj xank ikuh 
xyh dh ukfy;ks a esa cg tkrk FkkA cgqr yacs ukyks a esa oqQN varjkyks a 
ij lI+kQkbZ osQ fy, gkSfn;k¡ cukbZ xbZ FkhaA 
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It is a wonder of archaeology that “little heaps of 
material, mostly sand, have frequently been found lying 
alongside drainage channels, which shows … that the 
debris was not always carted away when the drain was 
cleared”.  

FROM ERNEST MACKAY, Early Indus Civilisation, 1948.  

;g iqjkrRo dk ,d vtwck gh gS fd ^^eycs] eq[;r% jsr osQ 
NksVs&NksVs <sj lkekU;r% fudklh osQ ukyks a osQ vxy&cxy iM+s feys gSa 
tks n'kkZrs gSa----- fd ukyks a dh lI+kQkbZ osQ ckn dpjs dks ges'kk gVk;k 
ugha tkrk FkkA**  

vuZsLV eSosQ] vyhZ baMl flfoykbZ”ks'ku] 1948 
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Drainage systems were not unique to the larger cities, 
but were found in smaller settlements as well. At 
Lothal for example, while houses were built of mud 
bricks, drains were made of burnt bricks. 

ty fudkl iz.kkfy;k¡ osQoy cM+s 'kgjks a rd gh lhfer ugha Fkha 
cfYd ;s dbZ NksVh cfLr;ks a esa Hkh feyh FkhaA mnkgj.k osQ fy,] 
yksFky esa vkoklks a osQ fuekZ.k osQ fy, tgk¡ dPph b±Vks a dk iz;ksx 
gqvk Fkk] ogha ukfy;k¡ idh b±Vks a ls cukbZ xbZ FkhaA 
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Probably used for special public 
purposes. These include the 
warehouse – a massive structure of 
which the lower brick portions 
remain, while the upper portions, 
probably of wood, decayed long ago 
– and the Great Bath.  

ftudk iz;ksx laHkor% fof'k"V lkoZtfud 
iz;kstuks a osQ fy, fd;k tkrk FkkA buesa ,d 
ekyxksnkeµ,d ,slh fo'kky lajpuk gS ftlosQ 
b±Vks a ls cus osQoy fupys fgLls 'ks"k gSa] tcfd 
Åijh fgLls tks laHkor% ydM+h ls cus Fks] 
cgqr igys gh u"V gks x, FksµvkSj fo'kky 
Lukukxkj lfEefyr gSaA  
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Some kind of a special ritual 
bath.  

fdlh izdkj osQ fo'ks"k vkuq"Bkfud 
Luku osQ fy, fd;k tkrk FkkA 

Social or economic differences 
amongst people living within a 
particular culture. These include 
studying burials.  

lkekftd rFkk vkfFkZd fHkUurk,¡ Fkha] 
lkekU;r% dbZ fofèk;ks a dk iz;ksx djrs gSaA 
bUgha fofèk;ks a esa ls ,d 'kokèkkuks a dk 
vè;;u gSA 
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Dead were generally laid 
in pits.  

e`rdksa dks xrks ± esa nI+kQuk;k x;k 
FkkA 

Hollowed-out spaces were 
lined with bricks  

xrZ dh lrgks a ij b±Vks a dh 
fpukbZ dh xbZ FkhA 
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Some graves contain pottery 
and ornaments, perhaps 
indicating a belief that these 
could be used in the afterlife.  

oqQN dczks a esa e`nHkk.M rFkk vkHkw"k.k 
feys gSa tks laHkor% ,d ,slh ekU;rk 
dh vksj laosQr djrs gSa ftlosQ vuqlkj 
bu oLrqvks a dk e`R;ksijkar iz;ksx fd;k 
tk ldrk FkkA 
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Jewellery has been found 
in burials of both men and 
women.  

iq#"kks a vkSj efgykvks a] nksuks a osQ 
'kokèkkuks a ls vkHkw"k.k feys gSaA 

Dead were buried with 
copper mirrors.  

e`rdksa dks rk¡cs osQ niZ.kks a osQ 
lkFk nI+kQuk;k x;k FkkA 
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Harappans did not believe 
in burying precious things 
with the dead.  

gM+Iik lH;rk osQ fuokfl;ks a dk 
e`rdks a osQ lkFk cgqewY; oLrq,¡ 
nI+kQukus esa fo'okl ugha FkkA 
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First category includes objects 
of daily use made fairly easily 
out of ordinary materials such as 
stone or clay. These include 
querns, pottery, needles, flesh-
rubbers (body scrubbers), etc., 
and are usually found distributed 

 igys oxZ esa jks”kejkZ osQ mi;ksx dh 
oLrq,¡ lfEefyr gSa ftUgsa iRFkj vFkok 
feV~Vh tSls lkekU; inkFkk± s ls vklkuh ls 
cuk;k tk ldrk gSA buesa pfDd;k¡] 
e`nHkk.M] lwb;k¡] >k¡ok vkfn 'kkfey gSaA 
;s oLrq,¡ lkekU; :i ls cfLr;ks a esa 
loZ=k ikbZ xbZ gS 
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Little pots of faience (a material 
made of ground sand or silica 
mixed with colour and a gum and 
then fired) were probably 
considered precious because they 
were difficult to make.  

I+kQ;kWUl (f?klh gqbZ jsr vFkok ckyw rFkk jax 
vkSj fpifpis inkFkZ osQ feJ.k dks idk dj 
cuk;k x;k inkFkZ) osQ NksVs ik=k laHkor% 
dherh ekus tkrs Fks D;ks afd bUgsa cukuk 
dfBu FkkA 
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Rare objects made of valuable 
materials are generally concentrated 
in large settlements like Mohenjodaro 
and Harappa and are rarely found in 
the smaller settlements.  

e¡gxs inkFkks ± ls cuh nqyZHk oLrq,¡ lkekU;r% 
eksgutksnM+ks vkSj gM+Iik tSlh cM+h cfLr;ks a esa 
os aQfnzr gSa vkSj NksVh cfLr;ks a es a ;s fojys gh 
feyrh gSaA 

Gold too was rare  

lksuk Hkh nqyZHk 
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Hoards are objects kept 
carefully by people, often 
inside containers such as 
pots. Such hoards can be of 
jewellery or metal objects 
saved for reuse by 
metalworkers. If for some 
reason the original owners do 
not retrieve them, they 
remain where they are left till 
some archaeologist finds 
them.  

lap; 'kCn] yksxks a }kjk lkoèkkuhiwoZd 
vfèkdka'kr% ik=kks a] tSls fd ?kM+k s a es a 
j[kh xbZ oLrqvks a osQ fy, iz;qDr fd;k 
tkrk gSA ,sls lap; vkHkw"k.kks a osQ gks 
ldrs Fks vFkok èkkrqdfeZ;ks a }kjk iqu% 
iz;ksx osQ fy, l¡Hkky dj j[kh xbZ 
èkkrqvks a osQA ;fn fdlh dkj.ko'k ewy 
Lokfe;ks a us bUgsa iqu% izkIr ugha fd;k 
rks ;s rc rd vius LFkku ij gh jgrs 
gSa tc rd dksbZ iqjkrRofon bUgsa [kkst 
ugha fudkyrkA 
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Chanhudaro 

pUgqnM+ks 

Exclusively devoted to craft 
production, including bead-making, 
shell-cutting, metal-working, seal-
making and weight-making. 

iwjh rjg ls f'kYi&mRiknu esa layXu FkhA f'kYi 
dk;k± s esa euosQ cukuk] 'ka[k dh dVkbZ] 
èkkrqdeZ] eqgj fuekZ.k rFkk ckV cukuk lfEefyr 
FksA 
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Materials used to make beads is 
remarkable: stones like carnelian 
(of a beautiful red colour), jasper, 
crystal, quartz and steatite; metals 
like copper, bronze and gold; and 
shell, faience and terracotta or 
burnt clay. 

eudksa osQ fuekZ.k esa iz;qDr inkFkk± s dh 
fofoèkrk mYys[kuh; gS% dkuhZfy;u (lqanj 
yky jax dk)] tSLij] LiQfVd] DokVZ~”k 
rFkk lsy[kM+h tSls iRFkj_ rk¡ck] dk¡lk rFkk 
lksus tSlh èkkrq,¡_ rFkk 'ka[k] I+kQ;kWUl vkSj 
idh fe^h] lHkh dk iz;ksx euosQ cukus esa 
gksrk FkkA  
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The shapes were numerous – 
discshaped, cylindrical, 
spherical, barrel-shaped, 
segmented. 

buosQ dbZ vkdkj gksrs Fks_ 
tSlsµpØkdkj] csyukdkj] xksykdkj] 
<ksykdkj rFkk [kafMrA  

Techniques for making beads 
differed according to the 
material. Steatite, a very soft 
stone, was easily worked. 

euosQ cukus dh rduhdksa es a iz;qDr 
inkFkZ osQ vuqlkj fHkUurk,¡ FkhaA 
lsy[kM+h tks ,d cgqr eqyk;e iRFkj 
gS] ij vklkuh ls dk;Z gks tkrk FkkA 
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Red colour of carnelian was 
obtained by firing the yellowish raw 
material and beads at various 
stages of production.  

dkuhZfy;u dk yky jax] ihys jax osQ dPps 
eky rFkk mRiknu osQ fofHkUu pj.kks a es a 
eudksa dks vkx esa idk dj izkIr fd;k 
tkrk FkkA 

Nageshwar and Balakot 

ukxs'oj rFkk ckykdksV 
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Specialised centres for 
making shell objects – 
including bangles, ladles 
and inlay – which were 
taken to other 
settlements. 

;s 'ka[k ls cuh oLrqvks a ftuesa 
pwfM+;k¡] djfN;k¡ rFkk iPphdkjh 
dh oLrq,¡ lfEefyr gSa] osQ 
fuekZ.k osQ fof'k"V osaQnz Fks tgk¡ 
ls ;g eky nwljh cfLr;ks a rd 
ys tk;k tkrk FkkA 
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Archaeologists usually 
look for the following: raw 
material such as stone 
nodules, whole shells, 
copper ore; tools; 
unfinished objects; rejects 
and waste material.  

iqjkrRofon lkekU;r% 
fuEufyf[kr dks <w¡<rs gSa% izLrj 
¯iM] iwjs 'ka[k rFkk rk¡ck&v;Ld 
tSlk dPpk eky_ vkS”kkj_ viw.kZ 
oLrq,¡_ R;kx fn;k x;k eky 
rFkk owQM+k&djdVA 
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Waste is one of the best 
indicators of craft work. 

owQM+k&djdV f'kYi dk;Z osQ lcls 
vPNs laosQrdks a esa ls ,d gSaA 

These traces suggest that apart from 
small, specialised centres, craft 
production was also undertaken in large 
cities such as Mohenjodaro and 
Harappa. 

;s VqdM+s bl vksj laosQr djrs gSa fd NksVs] 
fof'k"V osaQnzk s a osQ vfrfjDr eksgutksnM+ks rFkk 
gM+Iik tSls cM+s 'kgjks a esa Hkh f'kYi mRiknu dk 
dk;Z fd;k tkrk FkkA 



HISTORY 
THEME 01 

BRICKS, BEADS AND BONES   
THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION 

b±Vs a] euosQ rFkk vfLFk;k¡  
(gM+Iik lH;rk) 

Stone, timber and metal had to 
be procured from outside the 
alluvial plain. Terracotta toy 
models of bullock carts suggest 
that this was one important 
means of transporting goods and 
people across land routes 

iRFkj] ydM+h rFkk èkkrq tyks<+d eSnku 
ls ckgj osQ {ks=kks a ls e¡xkus iM+rs FksA 
cSyxkfM+;ks a osQ feV~Vh ls cus f[kykSuks a osQ 
izfr:i laosQr djrs gSa fd ;g lkeku 
rFkk yksxks a osQ fy, LFky ekxk± s }kjk 
ifjogu dk ,d egRoiw.kZ lkèku FkkA 
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Established settlements such 
as Nageshwar and Balakot in 
areas where shell was 
available. 

ukxs'oj vkSj ckykdksV esa tgk¡ 'ka[k 
vklkuh ls miyCèk Fkk] cfLr;k¡ 
LFkkfir dhaA 

Shortughai, in far-off Afghanistan, 
near the best source of lapis 
lazuli, a blue stone 

lqnwj vI+kQxkfuLrku esa 'kksrq Z?kbZ] tks vR;ar 
dherh ekus tkus okys uhys jax osQ iRFkj 
yktonZ ef.k osQ lcls vPNs Ïksr osQ 
fudV fLFkr Fkk 
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Lothal which was near sources 
of carnelian (from Bharuch in 
Gujarat), steatite (from south 
Rajasthan and north Gujarat) 
and metal (from Rajasthan). 

yksFky tks dkuhZfy;u (xqtjkr esa 
HkM+kSp)] lsy[kM+h (nf{k.kh jktLFkku 
rFkk mÙkjh xqtjkr ls) vkSj èkkrq 
(jktLFkku ls) osQ Ïksrks a osQ fudV 
fLFkr FkkA  
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Copper was also probably 
brought from Oman 

rk¡ck laHkor% vkseku ls Hkh yk;k 
tkrk FkkA 

Chemical analyses have shown that 
both the Omani copper and 
Harappan artefacts have traces of 
nickel, suggesting a common origin 

jklk;fud fo'ys"k.k n'kkZrs gSa fd vksekuh 
rk¡cs rFkk gM+IikbZ iqjkoLrqvks a] nksuks a esa fudy 
osQ va'k feys gSa tks nksuks a osQ lk>k mn~Hko 
dh vksj laosQr djrs gSaA 
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Mesopotamian texts datable to 
the third millennium BCE refer 
to copper coming from a region 
called Magan, perhaps a name 
for Oman 

rhljh lgÏkfCn bZlk iwoZ esa fnukafdr 
eslksiksVkfe;k osQ ys[kks a esa exku tks 
laHkor% vkseku osQ fy, iz;qDr uke 
Fkk] uked {ks=k ls rk¡cs osQ vkxeu osQ 
lanHkZ feyrs gSaA 
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Longdistance contacts include 
Harappan seals, weights, dice 
and beads. 

yach nwjh osQ laidk± s dh vksj laosQr 
djus okyh vU; iqjkrkfRod [kkstks a esa 
gM+IikbZ eqgjs a] ckV] ikls rFkk euosQ 
'kkfey gSaA 
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Magan and Meluhha, possibly 
the Harappan region. They 
mention the products from 
Meluhha: carnelian, lapis lazuli, 
copper, gold, and varieties of 
wood. 

exku rFkk esyqgk] laHkor% gM+IikbZ {ks=k 
osQ fy, iz;qDr 'kCn] uked {ks=kks a ls 
laioZQ dh tkudkjh feyrh gSA ;g ys[k 
esyqgk ls izkIr fuEufyf[kr mRiknks a dk 
mYys[k djrs gSa% dkuhZfy;u] yktonZ 
ef.k] rk¡ck] lksuk rFkk fofoèk izdkj dh 
ydfM+;k¡A  
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Seals and sealings were used 
to facilitate longdistance 
communication. 

eqgjks a vkSj eqnzk aduks a dk iz;ksx yach 
nwjh osQ laidk± s dks lqfoèkktud cukus 
osQ fy, gksrk FkkA 

The sealing also conveyed 
the identity of the sender.  

eqnzk adu ls isz"kd dh igpku dk 
Hkh irk pyrk FkkA  
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Most inscriptions are 
short 

vfèkdka'k vfHkys[k laf{kIr gS 

Seals usually have a line of 
writing, probably containing 
the name and title of the 
owner. 

eqgjks a ij ,d iafDr esa oqQN fy[kk gS 
tks laHkor% ekfyd osQ uke o inoh 
dks n'kkZrk gSA 
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Script remains undeciphered to 
date, it was evidently not 
alphabetical 

;g fyfi vkt rd i<+h ugha tk ldh gS] 
ij fuf'pr :i ls ;g o.kZekyh; ugha Fkh  
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Script was written from right 
to left as some seals show a 
wider spacing on the right 
and cramping on the left, as 
if the engraver began 
working from the right and 
then ran out of space. 

;g fyfi nkb± ls ckb± vksj fy[kh 
tkrh Fkh D;ks afd oqQN eqgjks a ij 
nkb± vksj pkSM+k varjky gS vkSj ckb± 
vksj ;g laoqQfpr gS ftlls yxrk 
gS fd mRdh.kZd us nkb± vksj ls 
fy[kuk vkjaHk fd;k vkSj ckn esa 
ckb± vksj LFkku de iM+ x;kA 
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Objects on which writing 
has been found: seals, 
copper tools, rims of jars, 
copper and terracotta 
tablets, jewellery, bone 
rods, even an ancient 
signboard! 

fofHkUu izdkj dh oLrqvks a dks 
ns[krs gSa ftu ij fy[kkoV feyh 
gS% eqgjs a] rk¡cs osQ vkS”kkj] 
erZckuks a osQ v¡oB] rk¡cs rFkk 
feV~Vh dh y?kqifV~Vdk,¡] 
vkHkw"k.k] vfLFk&NM+s a vkSj ;gk¡ 
rd fd ,d izkphu lwpuk iV~VA 
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Exchanges were regulated by a 
precise system of weights, 
usually made of a stone called 
chert and generally cubical 

fofue; ckVks a dh ,d lw{e ;k ifj'kq¼ 
iz.kkyh }kjk fu;af=kr FksA ;s ckV 
lkekU;r% pVZ uked iRFkj ls cuk, 
tkrs Fks vkSj vkerkSj ij ;s fdlh Hkh 
rjg osQ fu'kku ls jfgr ?kukdkj gksrs 
FksA 
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Lower denominations of 
weights were binary 

fupys ekunaM f}vkèkkjh 

Higher denominations 
followed the decimal 
system 

Åijh ekunaM n'keyo iz.kkyh 
dk vuqlj.k djrs FksA 
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Complex decisions being 
taken and implemented in 
Harappan society. 

gM+IikbZ lekt esa tfVy iSQlys ysus 
vkSj mUgsa dk;kZfUor djus osQ laosQr 
feyrs gSaA  

Bricks, though obviously not 
produced in any single centre, were 
of a uniform ratio throughout the 
region, from Jammu to Gujarat. 

b±Vs a] ftudk mRiknu Li"V :i ls fdlh ,d 
osaQnz ij ugha gksrk Fkk] tEew ls xqtjkr rd 
iwjs {ks=k esa leku vuqikr dh FkhaA 
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Labour was mobilised for 
making bricks and for the 
construction of massive walls 
and platforms. 

b±Vs a cukus vkSj fo'kky nhokjks a rFkk 
pcwrjks a osQ fuekZ.k osQ fy, Je 
laxfBr fd;k x;k FkkA 

Centre of power or for 
depictions of people in power, 
archaeological records provide 
no immediate answers 

lÙkk osQ osaQnz vFkok lÙkkèkkjh yksxks a osQ 
fo"k; esa iqjkrkfRod fooj.k gesa dksbZ 
Rofjr mÙkj ugha nsrsA 



HISTORY 
THEME 01 

BRICKS, BEADS AND BONES   
THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION 

b±Vs a] euosQ rFkk vfLFk;k¡  
(gM+Iik lH;rk) 

The ritual practices of the 
Harappan civilisation are not 
well understood yet nor are 
there any means of knowing 
whether those who 
performed them also held 
political power 

gM+Iik lH;rk dh vkuq"Bkfud izFkk,¡ 
vHkh rd Bhd izdkj ls le>h ugha 
tk ldh gaS vkSj u gh ;g tkuus osQ 
lkèku miyCèk gSa fd D;k tks yksx 
bu vuq"Bkuks a dk fu"iknu djrs Fks] 
mUgha osQ ikl jktuhfrd lÙkk gksrh 
FkhA 
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Harappan society had no 
rulers 

gM+IikbZ lekt esa 'kkld ugha Fks 

Everybody enjoyed equal 
status. 

lHkh dh lkekftd fLFkfr leku 
FkhA  
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No single ruler but several 

,d ugha cfYd dbZ 'kkld Fks 

Climatic change 

tyok;q ifjorZu 
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Deforestation, excessive 
floods 

ouks a dh dVkbZ] vR;fèkd ck<+ 

Shifting and/or drying up 
of rivers 

ufn;ks a dk lw[k tkuk vkSj@;k 
ekxZ cny ysuk 
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Overuse of the landscape 

Hkwfe dk vR;fèkd mi;ksx 
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 ,d ^vkØe.k* osQ lk{; 

MSMeSu ysu ,d l¡djh xyh gS] 
ftldh pkSM+kbZ 3 ls 6 I+kQhV rd 
ifjorhZ gS - - - - og ¯cnq tgk¡ ;g 
xyh if'pe dh vksj eqM+rh gS] 4 
I+kQhV rFkk 2 bap dh xgjkbZ ij ,d 
[kksiM+h dk Hkkx rFkk ,d o;Ld dh 
Nkrh rFkk gkFk osQ Åijh Hkkx dh 
gfî;ók¡ feyh FkhaA ;s lHkh cgqr 
HkqjHkqjh voLFkk esa FkhaA ;g èkM+ ihB 
osQ cy] xyh esa vkM+k iM+k gqvk FkkA 

 EVIDENCE OF AN “INVASION”  

Deadman Lane is a narrow 
alley, varying from 3 to 6 feet 
in width … At the point where 
the lane turns westward, part 
of a skull and the bones of 
the thorax and upper arm of 
an adult were discovered, all 
in very friable condition, at a 
depth of 4 ft 2 in. The body 
lay on its back diagonally 
across the lane.  
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Fifteen inches to the west were a few fragments of a tiny 
skull. It is to these remains that the lane owes its name.  

FROM JOHN MARSHALL, Mohenjodaro and the Indus 
Civilisation, 1931.  

Sixteen skeletons of people with the ornaments that they 
were wearing when they died were found from the same 
part of Mohenjodaro in 1925. 

if'pe dh vksj 15 bap dh nwjh ij ,d NksVh [kksiM+h osQ oqQN VqdM+s 
FksA bl xyh dk uke bUgha vo'ks"kks a ij vkèkkfjr gSA  

tkWu ek'kZy] eksgutksnM+ks ,aM n baMl flfoykbZ”ks'ku] 1931 ls m¼`rA  

1925 esa eksgutksnM+ks osQ blh Hkkx ls lksyg yksxks a osQ vfLFk&iatj mu 
vkHkw"k.kks a lfgr feys Fks tks bUgks aus e`R;q osQ le; igus gq, FksA 
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Much later, in 1947, R.E.M. Wheeler, then Director-General 
of the ASI, tried to correlate this archaeological evidence 
with that of the Rigveda, the earliest known text in the 
subcontinent. He wrote:  

The Rigveda mentions pur, meaning rampart, fort or 
stronghold. Indra, the Aryan war-god is called puramdara, 
the fort-destroyer. 

cgqr le; i'pkr 1947 esa vkj-bZ-,e- Oghyj us tks Hkkjrh; iqjkrkfRod 
loZs{k.k osQ rRdkyhu Mk;jsDVj tujy Fks] bu iqjkrkfRod lk{;ks a dk 
miegk}hi esa Kkr izkphure xzaFk ½Xosn osQ lk{;ks a ls lacaèk LFkkfir 
djus dk iz;kl fd;kA mUgks aus fy[kk% 

½Xosn esa iqj 'kCn dk mYys[k gS ftldk vFkZ gS izkphj] fdyk ;k 
x<+&foèoald dgk x;k gSA 
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Where are – or were – these citadels? It has in the past 
been supposed that they were mythical … The recent 
excavation of Harappa may be thought to have changed 
the picture. Here we have a highly evolved civilisation of 
essentially nonAryan type, now known to have employed 
massive fortifications … What destroyed this firmly settled 
civilisation?  

;s nqxZ dgk¡ gSa ---- ;k Fks ----\ igys ;g ekuk x;k Fkk fd ;s feFkd 
ek=k Fks ---- gM+Iik esa gky esa gq, mR[kuuks a us ekuks ifjn`'; cny fn;k 
gSA ;gk¡ ge eq[;r% vuk;Z izdkj dh ,d cgqr fodflr lH;rk ikrs gSa 
ftlesa vc izkIr tkudkjh osQ vuqlkj fo'kky fOkQyscafn;k¡ dh xbZ Fkha --
-- ;g lqn`<+ :i ls fLFkj lH;rk oSQls u"V gqbZ\ 
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Climatic, economic or political deterioration may have 
weakened it, but its ultimate extinction is more likely to have 
been completed by deliberate and large-scale destruction. It 
may be no mere chance that at a late period of Mohenjodaro 
men, women, and children, appear to have been massacred 
there. On circumstantial evidence, Indra stands accused.  

FROM R.E.M. WHEELER, “Harappa 1946”, Ancient India, 1947. 

gks ldrk gS tyok;q lacaèkh] vkfFkZd vFkok jktuhfrd ßkl us bls de”kksj 
fd;k gks] ij vfèkd laHkkouk bl ckr dh gS fd tkucw> dj rFkk cM+s iSekus 
ij fd, x, fouk'k us bls vafre :i ls lekIr dj fn;kA ;g ek=k la;ksx gh 
ugha gks ldrk fd eksgutksnM+ks osQ vafre pj.k esa vkHkkl gksrk gS fd ;gk¡ 
iq#"kks a] efgykvks a rFkk cPpks a dk tulagkj fd;k x;k FkkA ikfjfLFkfrd lk{;ks a 
osQ vkèkkj ij banz vfHk;qDr ekuk tkrk gSA  

vkj-bZ-,e- Oghyj] gM+Iik 1946] ,af'k,aV bafM;k (tuZy) 1947 ls m¼`rA  
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In the 1960s, the evidence of a massacre in Mohenjodaro was 
questioned by an archaeologist named George Dales. He 
demonstrated that the skeletons found at the site did not 
belong to the same period:  

Whereas a couple of them definitely seem to indicate a 
slaughter, … the bulk of the bones were found in contexts 
suggesting burials of the sloppiest and most irreverent nature. 

1960 osQ n'kd esa tkWtZ MsYl uked iqjkrRofon us eksgutksnM+ks es a tulagkj 
osQ lk{;ks a ij loky mBk,A mUgks aus fn[kk;k fd ml LFkku ij feys lHkh 
vfLFk&iatj ,d gh dky ls lac¼ ugha Fks%  

gkyk¡fd buesa ls nks ls fuf'pr :i esa lagkj osQ laosQr feyrs gSa] - - - - ij 
vfèkdka'k vfLFk;k¡ ftu lanHkk± s es a feyh gSa os bafxr djrh gSa fd ;s vR;ar 
ykijokgh rFkk J¼kghu rjhosQ ls cuk, x, 'kokèkku FksA 
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There is no destruction level covering the latest period of the city, 
no sign of extensive burning, no bodies of warriors clad in armour 
and surrounded by the weapons of war. The citadel, the only 
fortified part of the city, yielded no evidence of a final defence.  
FROM G.F. DALES, “The Mythical Massacre at Mohenjodaro”, 
Expediton, 1964.  
As you can see, a careful re-examination of the data can 
sometimes lead to a reversal of earlier interpretations. 

'kgj osQ vafre dky ls lac¼ fouk'k dk dksbZ Lrj ugha gS] O;kid Lrj ij 
vfXudkaM osQ fpÉ ugha gSa] pkjks a vksj iSQys gfFk;kjks a osQ chp dopèkkjh lSfudks a osQ 
'ko ugha gSaA nqxZ ls tks 'kgj dk ,dek=k fdyscan Hkkx Fkk] vafre vkRej{k.k osQ 
dksbZ lk{; ugha feys gSaA  

th-,iQ-MsYl] ^n fefFkdy eSlsdj ,V eksgutksnM+ks*] ,DlihMh'ku] 1964 ls m¼`rA  

tSlk fd vki ns[k ldrs gSa fd rF;ks a dk lkoèkkuhiwoZd iqufuZjh{k.k dHkh&dHkh 
iwoZorhZ O;k[;kvks a dks iwjh rjg ls myV nsrk gSA  
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Cunningham, the first Director-
General of the ASI 

Hkkjrh; iqjkrkfRod loZs{k.k osQ igys 
Mk;jsDVj tujy d¯u?ke 

Archaeologists preferred to 
use the written word (texts 
and inscriptions) as a guide to 
investigations iqjkrRofon vius 
vUos"k.kks a osQ ekxZn'kZu osQ fy, 
fyf[kr Ïksrks a (lkfgR; rFkk 
vfHkys[k) dk iz;ksx vfèkd ilan 
djrs Fks  
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Cunningham also collected, 
documented and translated 
inscriptions found during his 
surveys.  

d¯u?ke us vius loZs{k.kks a osQ nkSjku 
feys vfHkys[kks a dk laxzg.k] izys[ku 
rFkk vuqokn Hkh fd;kA 
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 A site like Harappa, which was 
not part of the itinerary of the 
Chinese pilgrims and was not 
known as an Early Historic city, 
did not fit very neatly within his 
framework of investigation.  

 gM+Iik tSlk iqjkLFky tks phuh 
rhFkZ;kf=k;ks a osQ ;k=kk&dk;ZØe dk 
fgLlk ugha Fkk vkSj tks ,d vkjafHkd 
,sfrgkfld 'kgj ugha Fkk] d¯u?ke osQ 
vUos"k.k osQ <k¡ps esa mi;qDr ugha cSBrk 
FkkA 
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 So, although Harappan 
artefacts were found fairly 
often during the nineteenth 
century and some of these 
reached Cunningham, he did 
not realise how old these were.  

 blfy, gkyk¡fd gM+IikbZ iqjkoLrq,¡ 
mUuhloha 'krkCnh esa dHkh&dHkh feyrh 
Fkha vkSj buesa ls oqQN rks d¯u?ke rd 
igq¡ph Hkh Fkha] fiQj Hkh og le> ugha 
ik, fd ;s iqjkoLrq,¡ fdruh izkphu 
FkhaA 
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Sites, mounds, layers  

Archaeological sites are formed through the production, 
use and discarding of materials and structures. When 
people continue to live in the same place, their constant 
use and reuse of the landscape results in the build up of 
occupational debris, called a mound  

iqjkLFky] Vhys] Lrj 

iqjkrkfRod iqjkLFky oLrqvks a vkSj lajpukvks a osQ fuekZ.k] iz;ksx vkSj 
fiQj mUgsa R;kx fn, tkus ls curs gSaA tc yksx ,d gh LFkku ij 
fu;fer :i ls jgrs gSa rks Hkwfe&[kaM osQ vuojr mi;ksx rFkk iqu% 
mi;ksx ls vkoklh; eycksa dk fuekZ.k gks tkrk gS ftUgsa Vhyk dgrs 
gSaA 
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Brief or permanent abandonment results in alteration of the 
landscape by wind or water activity and erosion. 
Occupations are detected by traces of ancient materials 
found in layers, which differ from one another in colour, 
texture and the artefacts that are found in them. 
Abandonment or desertions, what are called “sterile 
layers”, can be identified by the absence of such traces. 

vYidkyhu ;k LFkk;h ifjR;kx dh fLFkfr esa gok ;k ikuh dh 
fØ;k'khyrk vkSj dVko osQ dkj.k Hkwfe&[kaM osQ Lo:i esa cnyko vk 
tkrk gSA bu Vhyks a esa feys Lrjks a ls izkIr izkphu oLrqvks a ls vkokl dk 
irk pyrk gSA ;s Lrj ,d nwljs ls jax] izÑfr vkSj buesa feyh 
iqjkoLrqvks a osQ lanHkZ esa fHkUu gksrs gSaA ifjR;Dr Lrjks a] ftUgsa ^^catj 
Lrj** dgk tkrk gS] dh igpku bu lHkh y{k.kks a osQ vHkko ls dh tkrh 
gSA 
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Generally, the lowest layers are the oldest and the 
highest are the most recent. The study of these layers is 
called stratigraphy. Artefacts found in layers can be 
assigned to specific cultural periods and can thus 
provide the cultural sequence for a site.  

lkekU; rkSj ij lcls fupys Lrj izkphure vkSj lcls Åijh] 
uohure gksrs gSaA bu Lrjks a osQ vè;;u dks Lrj Øe foKku dgk 
tkrk gSA Lrjks a esa feyh iqjkoLrqvks a dks fo'ks"k lkaLÑfrd dky&[kMks a 
ls lac¼ fd;k a tk ldrk gS ftlls ,d iqjkLFky dk iwjk lkaLÑfrd 
Øe irk fd;k tk ldrk gSA 
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R.E.M. Wheeler, after he took over 
as DirectorGeneral of the ASI in 
1944 
1944 esa Hkkjrh; iqjkrkfRod loZs{k.k osQ 
Mk;jsDVj tujy cus vkj-bZ-,e- Oghyj 

Wheeler recognised that it was 
necessary to follow the stratigraphy of 
the mound rather than dig mechanically 
along uniform horizontal lines 

Oghyj us igpkuk fd ,dleku {kSfrt bdkb;ks a 
osQ vkèkkj ij [kqnkbZ dh ctk; Vhys osQ Lrj 
foU;kl dk vuqlj.k djuk vfèkd vko';d 
FkkA 
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With the partition of the 
subcontinent and the creation 
of Pakistan, the major sites are 
now in Pakistani territory. This 
has spurred Indian 
archaeologists to try and 
locate sites in India. 
miegk}hi osQ foHkktu rFkk ikfdLrku 
osQ cuus osQ i'pkr~] lH;rk osQ izeq[k 
LFky vc ikfdLrku osQ {ks=k esa gS aA 
blh dkj.k ls Hkkjrh; iqjkrRofonks a us 
Hkkjr esa iqjkLFkyks a dks fpfÉr djus 
dk iz;kl fd;kA 
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 Specialists from the 
subcontinent and abroad 
have been jointly working 
at both Harappa and 
Mohenjodaro.  

 gM+Iik vkSj eksgutksnM+k s] nksuks a 
LFkkuks a ij miegk}hi osQ rFkk 
fons'kh fo'ks"kK la;qDr :i ls 
dk;Z djrs jgs gSaA 
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 They are using modern scientific 
techniques including surface 
exploration to recover traces of 
clay, stone, metal and plant and 
animal remains as well as to 
minutely analyse every scrap of 
available evidence. 

 os vkèkqfud oSKkfud rduhdksa dk iz;ksx 
djrs gSa ftuesa feV~Vh] iRFkj] /krq dh 
oLrq,¡ rFkk ouLifr vkSj tkuojks a osQ 
vo'ks"k izkIr djus gsrq lrg dk 
vUos"k.k vkSj lkFk gh miyCèk lk{; osQ 
gj lw{e VqdM+s dk fo'ys"k.k lfEefyr 
gSA  
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Wheeler at Harappa 
Early archaeologists were often driven by a sense of adventure. This 
is what Wheeler wrote about his experience at Harappa: It was, I 
recall, on a warm May night in 1944 that a four miles’ tonga-ride 
brought me as the newly appointed Director General of the 
Archaeological Survey with my local Muslim officer from a little 
railway-station labelled “Harappa” along a deep sand track to a 
small resthouse beside the moonlit mounds of the ancient site. 
gM+Iik esa Oghyj  

vkjafHkd iqjkrRofon dbZ ckj lkgl dh Hkkouk ls dk;Z djrs FksA Oghyj us gM+Iik 
esa vius vuqHko osQ fo"k; esa ;g fy[kk% eq>s ;kn vkrk gS fd 1944 dh ,d xeZ 
jkr dks iqjkrkfRod loZs{k.k osQ uofu;qDr Mk;jsDVj tujy osQ :i esa vius LFkkuh; 
eqfLye vfèkdkjh osQ lkFk ^gM+Iik* uked ,d NksVs ls jsyos LVs'ku ls ,d xgjs 
ckyw osQ jkLrs ij pkj ehy dh rk¡xs dh lokjh dj eSa izkphu LFky osQ Vhyks a] tks 
pk¡n dh jks'kuh ls voyksfdr Fks] osQ lehi fLFkr ,d foJke&x`g rd igq¡pkA 
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vius ¯pfrr lgdehZ dh bl 
psrkouh] fd gesa viuk fujh{k.k 
vxyh lqcg 5 : 30 cts vkjaHk 
dj 7 : 30 cts rd lekIr dj 
nsuk pkfg,] ftlosQ i'pkr cgqr 
vfèkd xehZ gks tkrh gS] osQ ckn 
izos'k}kj esa dkyh vkÑfr osQ ia[ks 
okys dks èkhjrkiwoZd cSBk NksM+ 
rFkk iM+ksl dh chgM+ ls vufxur 
fl;kjks a dh jkr dh gok dks phjrh 
gqbZ vkok”k osQ chp ge lksus pys 
x,A  

Warned by my anxious 
colleague that we must 
start our inspection at 5 : 
30 next morning and finish 
by 7 : 30 “after which it 
would be too hot”, we 
turned in with the dark 
figure of the punka - walla 
crouched patiently in the 
entrance and the night air 
rent by innumerable jackals 
in the neighbouring 
wilderness. 
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Next morning, punctually at 5.30, our little 
procession started out towards the sandy heaps. 
Within ten minutes I stopped and rubbed my eyes 
as I gazed upon the tallest mound, scarcely 
trusting my vision.  

vxyh lqcg Bhd 5 : 30 cts gekjs NksVs ls dkfI+kQys us ckyw 
osQ Vhys dh vksj c<+uk vkjaHk fd;kA nl feuV osQ Hkhrj gh 
eSa #dk vkSj lcls Å¡ps Vhys dks ns[krs gq,] viuh n`f"V ij 
vfo'okl osQ lkFk viuh vk¡[ks eyus yxkA  
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Six hours later my embarrassed staff and I were still 
toiling with picks and knives under the blazing sun, the 
mad sahib (I am afraid) setting a relentless pace.  

Ng ?kaVs ckn Hkh esjs ?kcjk, gq, deZpkjhx.k rFkk eSa lw;Z dh rs”k 
jks'kuh esa oqQnkfy;ks a vkSj pkoqQvks a osQ lkFk dfBu ifjJe dj jgs 
Fks] eq>s Mj gS fd esjs lg;ksxh dke osQ esjs tquwu osQ dkj.k eq>s 
ludh u le> ysaA 
FROM R.E.M. WHEELER, My Archaeological Mission to 
India and Pakistan, 1976. 

vkj-bZ-,e- Oghyj] ekbZ vkfoZQ;ksykWftdy fe'ku Vw bafM;k ,aM 
ikfdLrku] 1976 ls m¼`rA  



HISTORY 
THEME 01 

BRICKS, BEADS AND BONES   
THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION 

b±Vs a] euosQ rFkk vfLFk;k¡  
(gM+Iik lH;rk) 

Not the Harappan script 
gM+IikbZ fyfi ls ugha feyrhA  

It is material evidence that 
allows archaeologists to better 
reconstruct Harappan life. 

;s HkkSfrd lk{; gSa tks iqjkrRofonks a dks 
gM+IikbZ thou dks Bhd izdkj ls 
iqufuZfeZr djus esa lgk;d gksrs gSaA  
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 One simple principle of 
classification is in terms of 
material, such as stone, clay, 
metal, bone, ivory, etc.  

 oxhZdj.k dk ,d lkekU; fl¼kar 
iz;qDr inkFkk± s_ tSls&iRFkj] feV~Vh] 
èkkrq] vfLFk] gkFkhnk¡r vkfn osQ 
lacaèk esa gksrk gSA 



HISTORY 
THEME 01 

BRICKS, BEADS AND BONES   
THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION 

b±Vs a] euosQ rFkk vfLFk;k¡  
(gM+Iik lH;rk) 

 The second, and more 
complicated, is in terms of 
function: archaeologists have to 
decide whether, for instance, an 
artefact is a tool or an ornament, 
or both, or something meant for 
ritual use. 

 nwljk] vkSj vfèkd tfVy] mudh 
mi;ksfxrk osQ vkèkkj ij gksrk gS % 
iqjkrRofonks a dks ;g r; djuk iM+rk gS 
fd mnkgj.kr% dksbZ iqjkoLrq ,d vkS”kkj 
gS ;k ,d vkHkw"k.k gS ;k fiQj nksuks a 
vFkok vkuq"Bkfud iz;ksx dh dksbZ oLrqA 
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 Archaeologists have to take 
recourse to indirect evidence.  

 iqjkrRofonks a dks vizR;{k lk{;ks a dk lgkjk 
ysuk iM+rk gSA 
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 For instance, though there are 
traces of cotton at some 
Harappan sites, to find out 
about clothing we have to 
depend on indirect evidence 
including depictions in 
sculpture. 

 mnkgj.k osQ fy,] gkyk¡fd oqQN gM+Iik 
LFkyks a ls dikl osQ VqdMs+ feys gSa] ij 
igukos osQ fo"k; esa tkuus osQ fy, 
gesa vizR;{k lk{;ks a] tSls ew£r;ks a esa 
fp=k.k ij fuHkZj jguk iM+rk gSA 
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Early archaeologists thought that 
certain objects which seemed 
unusual or unfamiliar may have 
had a religious significance.  
vkjafHkd iqjkrRofonks a dks yxrk Fkk fd 
oqQN oLrq,¡ tks vlkekU; vkSj vifjfpr 
yxrh Fkha laHkor% èkkfeZd egÙo dh 
gksrh FkhaA 
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These included terracotta 
figurines of women, heavily 
jewelled, some with elaborate 
head-dresses. These were 
regarded as mother goddesses. 

buesa vkHkw"k.kks a ls ynh gqbZ ukjh 
e`.ew£r;k¡ ftuesa ls oqQN osQ 'kh"kZ ij 
foLr`r izlkèku Fks] 'kkfey gSaA bUgsa 
ekr`nsfo;ks a dh laKk nh xbZ FkhA  
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In other instances, 
structures have been 
assigned ritual 
significance. These 
include the Great Bath 
and fire altars found at 
Kalibangan and Lothal. 

vU; n`"Vkarks a esa] lajpukvks a dks 
vkuq"Bkfud egÙo dk ekuk x;k 
gSA buesa fo'kky Lukukxkj rFkk 
dkyhcaxu vkSj yksFky ls feyh 
osfn;k¡ lfEefyr gSaA 
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Some animals – such as the 
one-horned animal, often 
called the “unicorn” – 
depicted on seals seem to 
be mythical, composite 
creatures. 

eqgjks a ij cuk, x, oqQN 
tkuojµtSls fd ,d lhax okyk 
tkuoj] ftls vkerkSj ij ,d Ük` axh 
dgk tkrk gSµdfYir rFkk 
laf'y"V yxrs gSaA  



HISTORY 
THEME 01 

BRICKS, BEADS AND BONES   
THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION 

b±Vs a] euosQ rFkk vfLFk;k¡  
(gM+Iik lH;rk) 

A figure shown seated cross-
legged in a “yogic” posture, 
sometimes surrounded by 
animals, has been regarded as a 
depiction of “proto-Shiva”, that 
is, an early form of one of the 
major deities of Hinduism. 

,d vkÑfr ftls ikyFkh ekj dj 
^;ksxh* dh eqnzk esa cSBk fn[kk;k x;k gS 
vkSj dHkh&dHkh ftls tkuojks a ls f?kjk 
n'kkZ;k x;k gS] dks ^vk| f'ko*] vFkkZr~ 
¯gnw èkeZ osQ izeq[k nsorkvks a esa ls ,d 
dk vkjafHkd :i dh laKk nh xbZ gSA 
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A linga is a polished stone that 
is worshipped as a symbol of 
Shiva. 

fyax ml ifj"Ñr iRFkj dks dgk tkrk 
gS ftldh iwtk Hkxoku f'ko osQ :i esa 
gksrh gSA  
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This is what Mackay, one of the 
earliest excavators, had to say about 
these stones: Various small cones 
made of lapis lazuli, jasper, 
chalcedony, and other stones, most 
beautifully cut and finished, and less 
than two inches in height, are also 
thought to be lingas … 

lcls vkjafHkd mR[kudks a es a ls ,d eSosQ bu 
iRFkjks a osQ fo"k; esa ;g dgrs gSa% yktonZ 
ef.k] tSLij] pkYlsMuh rFkk vU; iRFkjks a ls 
cus NksVs vkdkj osQ 'kaoqQvks a tks lqanjrk ls 
rjk'ks vkSj rS;kj fd, x, Fks rFkk tks nks bap 
ls Hkh de Å¡pkbZ osQ Fks] dks ¯yx Hkh ekuk 
x;k gS---  
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On the other hand, it is just as 
possible that they were used in the 
board-games … 

 nwljh rjI+kQ] ;g Hkh laHko gS fd budk 
iz;ksx iV~Vks a ij [ksys tkus okys [ksyks a esa 
gksrk Fkk---  
FROM ERNEST MACKAY, Early 
Indus Civilisation, 1948. 

vuZsLV eSosQ] vyhZ baMl flfoykbZ”ks'ku] 
1948 ls m¼`rA 
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