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Harappan seal Artefact of the Harappan
TSurE e or Indus valley civilisation
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Made of a stone called Contain animal motifs and
Steatite signs
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Script that
undeciphered

At qF IgT & S HWhT B

remains

Their houses, pots, ornaments,
tools and seals - In other
words, from archaeological
evidence
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TERMS, PLACES, TIMES

The Indus valley civilisation is
also called the Harappan culture.
Archaeologists use the term
“culture” for a group of objects,
distinctive In style, that are
usually found together within a
specific geographical area and
period of time. In the case of the
Harappan culture, these
distinctive objects include seals,
beads, weights, stone blades and
even baked bricks. These objects
were found from areas as far
apart as Afghanistan, Jammu,
Baluchistan (Pakistan) and
Gujarat
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Named after Harappa, the
first site where this unique
culture was discovered (p.
6), the civilisation iIs dated
between c. 2600 and 1900
BCE.
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There were earlier and later
cultures, often callec Early
Harappan and Late Harappan, In
the same area. The Harappan
civilisation Is sometimes called

the Mature Harappan culture to
distinguish it from these cultures.
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You will find certain
abbreviations, related to dates, In
this book. BP stands for Before
Present
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BCE stands for Before Common Era CE
stands for the Common Era. The
present year I1s 2015 according to this
dating system. c. stands for the Latin
word circa and means “approximate.”
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Archaeological cultures In
the region prior to the
Mature Harappan.

forfaq ssor € wed i
*% GEhfqal e | off |

@y, Distinctive pottery, evidence of
| Baell agriculture and pastoralism, and
some crafts.
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No large buildings

92 IMHR T AW IS
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Was a break between the Early

Harappan and the Harappan
s civilisation, evident from large-
s et e, SCale burning at some sites
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* Early and Mature Harappan cultures

» Look at these figures for the number of
settlements in Sind and Cholistan (the

desert area of Pakistan bordering the

Thar Desert).

e & g9y ¥ d Sihs fEn

SIND | CHOLISTAN fqy | Sifa™

s &t oA 106 239

Total number of 106 239 .

sites &

Early Harappan 52 37 ARfHH sgo T@ | 52 37

sites fawfaa g0 W@ | 65 136

Mature Harappan 65 136

sites U el ) fawfaa | 43 132

Mature Harappan 43 132 T SfEqan

2?[1:éements on new M fET MU SRR S || 29 33
‘BSWI &

Early Harappan 29 33

sites abandoned
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Harappans ate a wide range of
plant and animal products,
Including fish.
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Charred grains and seeds
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*
‘

and sesame. Millets are found =
from sites Iin Gujarat.

A, S, T, R T q fire B

Wheat, barley, lentil, chickpea & \

Animal bones
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Cattle, sheep, goat, buffalo
and pig.
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Bones of wild species
such as boar, deer and
gharial are also found.
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Bones of fish and fowl are By finds of grain

also found IS & TR fred %I
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Representations on seals and
terracotta sculpture indicate
that the bull was known

T R feg T I@m@T qen
qufal 98 s &t & OfF
quH & faug 9 SAart off

Oxen were used for
ploughing
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Terracotta models of the
plough have been found at _ ' TP

aaaaaa

sites in Cholistan and at [ . 5 e
Banawali (Haryana). 20 & ot 4N
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Ploughed field at
Kalibangan (Rajasthan)
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Furrows at right angles to each other,
suggesting that two different crops
were grown together.
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Traces of canals have been found

N ot the Harappan site  of
& Shortughai in Afghanistan, but not
= in Punjab or Sind.

| ¥ T % TS a9y i %
=) Wg T iR fay o T




HISTORY BRICKS, BEADS AND BONES 32, H-oh qer 3tfeerf
THEME 01 /' THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION  (zeoqr gsar)

———

Water drawn from wells
was used for irrigation.

T3 9 I Ut hT T
fg=E o fau fean smar =i

Reservoir at Dholavira
Note the masonry work.

Water reservoirs found N
Dholavira (Gujarat) may have been
used to store water for agriculture.

e (oRE) o fuet Sl @6
YINT §Had: N & fag S d=9aq
?q e Smar em
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Saddle querns ... are found In
considerable numbers ... and
they seem to have been the
only means in use for grinding
cereals. As a rule, they were
roughly made of hard, gritty,
Igneous rock or sandstone and
mostly show signs of hard
usage. As their bases are
usually convex, they must
have been set In the earth or

IN mud to prevent their
rocking.
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q Y& YR w  AfewaAl
et EIT AR

s+ o fae sEt-gfeat den
ATl i spedt oh fag T
STl e

Two main types have been
found: those on which another
smaller stone was pushed or
rolled to and fro, and others
with which a second stone was
used as a pounder, eventually
making a large cavity In the
nether stone. Querns of the
former type were probably
used solely for grain; the
second type possibly only for

pounding herbs and spices for
making curries.
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In fact, stones of this latter type are
dubbed “curry stones” by our
workmen and our cook asked for

the loan of one from the museum
for use In the kitchen.

T TR THR o Tl &l gAR gt
T ‘9 Ter! &1 AW e @
qAT THR qa=l 7 THh T&T Jeek Wig °
TIT & AU SUee™ | SUR | R

FROM ERNEST MACKAY, Further
Excavations at Mohenjodaro, 1937.

MR AP, wN THFATE T
HreTsisst, 1937 9 3S§a
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o ,.. ”,[ o “ b : ‘. .

[ ) BT i -
PRPETITRANES L SRS

Development of urban
Unique feature centres.
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First site to be discovered was Harappa.
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: o Settlement is divided into two
; i sections, one smaller but
o s N higher and the other much
) larger but lower.

Archaeologists designate these
as the Citadel and the Lower
Town

=t @ ot F faw@ ?,
S g Afe SR W T
N T TN WEEEE Y TR
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Citadel owes its height to
the fact that buildings
were constructed on mud |
brick platforms. It was CITADEL Bes
walled, which meant that L1
It was physically
separated from the Lower
Town.

foaa el 2 fF @ Frea
IR W ST fomar T em

LOWER TOWN
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Lower Town was also All building activity within

walled. the city was restricted to

frgel IET M AR ¥ SN a fixed area on the
platforms.
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Planning include bricks, which,
whether sun-dried or baked,
were of a standardised ratio

Wi ¥ S AR W T W GE e
Al AgT § THIH a9 T aL,
T ff¥=a U &1 gt ot

Planned drainage system.

fraifsa s/@ ™ goTet
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Roads and streets were laid out along an
approximate “grid” pattern, intersecting at
right angles.

gh! Al et it aHT T e’ ugfa d aFmn
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\/

» The plight of Harappa

Although Harappa was the first site
to be discovered, it was Dbadly

destroyed by Dbrick robbers. As
early as 1875, Alexander
Cunningham, the first Director-
General of the Archaeological

Survey of India (ASI), often called
the father of Indian archaeology,
noted that the amount of brick
taken from the ancient site was
enough to lay bricks for “about 100
miles” of the railway line between
L ahore and Multan. Thus, many of
the ancient structures at the site
were damaged. In  contrast,
Mohenjodaro was better
preserved.

far
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¢+ Citadels

While most Harappan
settlements have a small high
western part and a larger
lower eastern section, there
are variations. At sites such
as Dholavira and Lothal
(Gujarat), the entire
settlement was fortified, and
sections within the town were
also separated by walls. The
Citadel within Lothal was not
walled off, but was built at a
height.

‘0

o’g’f
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Lower Town at Mohenjodaro
provides examples of
residential buildings.

b1k 1 e N ) B © - [ | {54
AT wal o SR THA
T B

Courtyard was probably the centre
of activities such as cooking and
weaving, particularly during hot
and dry weather

AT, @M1 THH 3R HAE HLA o dl
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No windows in the walls Main entrance does not
along the ground level. give a direct view of the
7 aa@ W &t IR interior or the courtyard.
fasfral 7= 2 & §R @ AR Am

FAYAT A w1 e
AR &l Bl 2|
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House had its own bathroom
paved with bricks, with drains
connected through the wall to
the street drains.

Houses had wells

sl ° H/E Al
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Total number of wells in Mohenjodaro was
about 700.

HeSISSt H |3 &1 A &1 FIHT 700 o
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** The most ancient system yet discovered

About the drains, Mackay noted: “It Is certainly the
most complete ancient system as yet discovered.”
Every house was connected to the street drains.
The main channels were made of bricks set In
mortar and were covered with loose bricks that
could be removed for cleaning.

0 AT % GiSit T3 YTHHTH T

Tiferal o fawg ¥ A faed ' fHfiea §7 @ 97 3@
T Gist T gden Wyul gy wyunent 21" & Sa
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In some cases, limestone was used for the covers.
House drains first emptied into a sump or cesspit Into
which solid matter settled while waste water flowed
out into the street drains. Very long drainage channels
were provided at intervals with sumps for cleaning.

TS WM W THA & faw A1 2R &1 dfcewht w1 g4
foa T oM WO W) el TER T ) A deiee o
Trel Bt off foeM 31| u<rel s 8t Ser o SR e gt
et &I el | 98 ST o1 9gd @d Aol | s Stadal
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It Is a wonder of archaeology that “little heaps of
material, mostly sand, have frequently been found lying

alongside drainage channels, which shows ... that the
debris was not always carted away when the drain was
cleared”.

FROM ERNEST MACKAY, Early Indus Civilisation, 1948.
e [AE &1 Tk o9 & 2 F ‘‘voe, gEma: W %
BR-BI R TG FHE & Tl & -9 = i @
St <TMQ 2. FF AT T THE o 9K FHER H SHIN TS
TRl STt em’'’

IR A, Ircll Teu fafaarEsivm, 1948
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Drainage systems were not unique to the larger cities,
put were found In smaller settlements as well. At

_othal for example, while houses were built of mud
oricks, drains were made of burnt bricks.

gfer 3 w2 S afega § o faedt off| ST & faw,
dYe ¥ I o fHior o faw Sel w=dt 32 &1 99T
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Probably used for special public
purposes. These Include the
warehouse - a massive structure of
which the lower Dbrick portions
remain, while the upper portions,
probably of wood, decayed long ago
— and the Great Bath.

ST 7= gvaa:; fafyre  wdwifqes
Tl o fae fean Smar om o H T RISl
IO e St gHad: dwst ¥ 9 o,
Tgd TR ¥ = ¥ T 4R favma
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Some kind of a special ritual
bath.

i BRI
Social or economic differences
amongst people living within a
particular culture. These Include
studying burials.

gt qen omfefes fa=amd off,
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ilues o1
| LOT " 194
FEATURE 196 A

Dead were generally laid Hollowed-out spaces were
INn pits. lined with bricks
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Some graves contain pottery
and ornaments, perhaps
Indicating a belief that these
could be used In the afterlife.
FO Fal H HIAUS qAqT S
fid & St d99a: T T ArEan
%1 3 Hohd & € T AR
1 aEgelt &1 goigaa gam fea
ST "ohdl ATl
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Fig. 1.11
A copper rmirror

Jewellery has been found : .
IN burials of both men and Dead were buried  with
copper mirrors.

TR W AR % <d o

T @ s frd # T STpEn
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Harappans did not believe
IN burying precious things
with the dead.

TG Wl o farfaal

qahi o WY TgHT T
IHAE H favam & em
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First category includes objects
of daily use made fairly easily
out of ordinary materials such as
stone or clay. These include
querns, pottery, needles, flesh-

rubbers (body scrubbers), etc.,
and are usually found distributed

e T A UIHA & STAT R
Tl wfwfeaa € 92 wer sem
fredt S wm TRl @ erert ®
CEIRIAS G e - o
TRATS, AT, Har g e 2
3 gEU W ®9 9 ofaa o
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Little pots of faience (a material , icnce por

made of ground sand or silica |
mixed with colour and a gum and
then fired) were probably

considered precious because they
were difficult to make.

waa (ot g8 3@ Aean e @en
3R faufead ugref o fagor & g1 &
T T USrel) & Bl UE §YaEd:
At AR SR 9 F=Efe 3= S
e em
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ﬁ/;’é‘ f .;'.Lam,m_.s-'f_ Rare objects made of valuable

y 'ﬁ;}'g\k 4 'a_araze’a_."' materlals are genera_lly Concen_trated
\Q,;\\/i/\a’i/\;?;&* In large settlements like Mohenjodaro
“},.‘/;/\ .6-‘3";3%'_'5;;;’ and Harappa and are rarely found In
AR the smaller settlements.
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Gold too was rare

T o g
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999 K, @ gRI WEauriyd® | |Hoards are  objects  kept
ferivr: u=t, s fF ==t | |carefully by people, often
@t T aget % fau wge ’ﬁm Inside containers such as

. ) pots. Such hoards can be of
STl 2 LSESEE 3“’18'"" % @l jewellery or metal objects

gHd o AUal urgHhiHAt g0 A:||saved  for  reuse by
T & fau g9 wx et g ||metalworkers. If for some

. e reason the original owners do
ﬂl@a‘-ﬁ @ AR IR <28 not retrieve them, they

@it 4 5% T WS Rl A | remain where they are left till
qat d 99 dk Y7 T W Bl Wd||some archaeologist finds

¥ Y@ 9% F WAtk 7 as| [hem.
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Exclusively devoted to craft
production, Including bead-making,

shell-cutting, metal-working, seal-
making and weight-making.
T e | Freq-3cursa o "o ot firew
' vmf § W w, wa @ e,
¥R d, Hex fa|ior e e I affead
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Materials used to make beads is
remarkable: stones like carnelian
(of a beautiful red colour), jasper,
crystal, quartz and steatite; metals
like copper, bronze and gold; and
shell, falence and terracotta or
burnt clay.

Tt o oo ® ygea gSief &t
fafaum Scoradg 8 wHifET (IR
A T W), AOR, ThiSH, FERSA
T V@Sl S UeeR; qfer, iEr qenm
TR St ugd; qen W™, warw iR
Tl 7Y, 9t =1 v gk WA A
gl &
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The shapes were numerous -
discshaped, cylindrical,
spherical, barrel-shaped,
segmented.

et R
_ bt oA
L 2
SRR duT Efedl

Techniques for making beads

P s e R e differed according to the
Wl e TR TR material. Ste atite, a very soft
o

= stone, was easily worked.
= TR TN ® qedel § wgE
B gl o oER fa=ad  eff
2, T AT ¥ w7 8 S e
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Red colour of carnelian was
obtained by firing the yellowish raw k
material and beads at various |
stages of production. -

FHHEIATT T A T, T T F Fwd
e dA1 SARA o fafy= =on o
Tl i AT H Yh! HX Y1 fhan
AT e
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Specialised centres for
making shell objects -
Including bangles, ladles
and Inlay - which were

taken to other
settlements.

3 yi@ 9 o aegett e
gfear, Ffsal qen g
#1 aqu gfHAfaa ©,
fmin & faftre dg & =l
q I8 "Wia Sud 9fedl @
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Archaeologists usually
look for the following: raw
material such as stone
nodules, whole shells,
copper ore, tools;
unfinished objects; rejects
and waste material.

QA fag I
frfafeas w1 ded ®: TR
fie, @ wi@ qen diar-sEew
ST Fed HIE; iR STyt
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Waste 1s one of the best
Indicators of craft work.

Fel-Hihe ey wE o el
=8 Wohad!l ¥ ¥ TH 2

These traces suggest that apart from
small, specialised centres, craft
production was also undertaken in large
cities such as Mohenjodaro and
Harappa.

faftre i o oifafiga Atessicgl aen
_  gEW S We el ® off firew Saued &
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Stone, timber and metal had to
be procured from outside the
alluvial plain. Terracotta toy
models of bullock carts suggest
that this was one Important
means of transporting goods and
people across land routes

TR, RS qAT o1 Seied WeM
q I S S ¥ U Usa o
Jemfeat o fuedt @ < fadst &
gfa®Y Hohd wW ® % I8 9@
G O 1 L 5 1 B 1 T4 1
e HT Tk HETqUl I ol
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Established settlements such
as Nageshwar and Balakot In L~ 1 [Pe8

areas where shell was G T mes
avallable.

st ¥ Svwey enm, afwdl ., LY

zofaa 1) e L3
Shortughai, in far-off Afghanistan,
near the best source of lapis

lazuli, a blue stone
14 F g A%MiE | wigeR, SoSAedd

HIFAl A1 SH a1 | U1 o I
deEs qior o ged o8 Hid oh
e feoa en
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Lothal which was near sources o S -
of carnelian (from Bharuch in X J%F >
Gujarat), steatite (from south B b W i
Rajasthan and north Gujarat) _' ; _K
and metal (from Rajasthan). @ o :

L chenjodaro g i
») {-Lhnyl a
__.' - . '41
* - ' ',.'.hn.
( sutkagendor Amrig #Chanpudamno ¥
‘. - s BRlakof ey

I g;' |) ’ E‘i EI gl g.l ( {I El i' :l | E || | Arsbian Sea _,',-"'Dh\:s‘fri;ﬂ'r'.; . §
¥ L] = i
- - "-ﬁ- ‘}f_"
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Copper was also probably
brought from Oman

qlar WHad: N9 9 ot
EIGIRC

Chemical analyses have shown that
bothn the Omani copper and
Harappan artefacts have traces of
nickel, suggesting a common origin

TEEtE favean guie €@ fF e
qld qel eSwIE agen, s | fred
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THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION

Mediterranean

AAAAAAAAAAAAA
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Caspian
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Arabian Sea
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(TS 9dl)

Mesopotamian texts datable to
the third millennium BCE refer
to copper coming from a region
called Magan, perhaps a name
for Oman

e wedElfss 91 qd " feAifeRa
AT & @@ ® W S
q9ad: AW ok faw ggaa ™
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Longdistance contacts include
Harappan seals, weights, dice
and beads.

el g0 & IRl I S Fohd
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HISTORY
THEME 01

Magan and Meluhha, possibly

the Harappan region. They
mention the products from
Meluhha: carnelian, lapis lazuli,
copper, gold, and varieties of

wood.

THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION

(TS 9dl)

Mediterranean

T 9T Aeel, GHAd: SSWE & |-

& fau wgw ok, TWE &= 9
ek & SR fuedt 21 98 @@
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Arabian Sea

Map 3
The Harappan Civilisation and West Asia
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Seals and sealings were used T

to facilitate longdistance
communication.

el 3R ikl &1 T s
& o GURl &l GlayusEs o9
& fag star em

.............
-----

Fig. 1.22
A sealing from Ropar

The sealing also conveyed
the identity of the sender.

TXIhT € 9% &l T8I Hl
ot a1 =ear o
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THEME 01 THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION (ST 9dT)

Seals usually have a line of
writing, probably containing
the name and title of the
owner.

el W T qfe 9 o foran 2
St FHq: Hifas o W 9 Y84l SN
& UGl é‘| Fig. 1.22

A sealing from Ropar

Most inscriptions are
short

siferaiel sifvere wifrw 2
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dT2HONEQ 0

Script remains undeciphered to
date, it was evidently not
alphabetical

I fafy o= o Tt & W el R,
R faf¥=9a ®1 9 9T Juiaeta T8 of
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Script was written from right
to left as some seals show a
wider spacing on the right
and cramping on the left, as
If the engraver Dbegan
working from the right and

OTHOONOOD 77w 5% 2 o

STt off Fifh TS WU W
AR I8 Gopfaa © fSo@ o
g fo& S=ivfe 3 <@ ek @
faeT oy T 3k | o
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Objects on which writing
has been found: seals,
copper tools, rims of jars,
copper and terracotta
tablets, jewellery, bone
rods, even an ancient
signboard!

faf = R &t aget &l
dEd ® o ® faamae foef
2 R, @4 * SR,
TdaMt o 3fdg, did qe
faedt @1 wEEfeEs,
uur, AfeA-v8 SR FEl
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Exchanges were regulated by a
precise system of weights,
usually made of a stone called
chert and generally cubical

fafma st =t & gam @ i s
gt g0 fEfa o @ Se
U=G: 92 e YR 9§ §HIY
SR & AR AHAR W A TRt
e o e 8 Wed sAeeR B
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Lower denominations of Higher denominations
weights were binary followed the decimal
fraat wes feemamd system

T AMES WHAD Tl

HT AT Hd &
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THEME 01 THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION

Complex decisions Dbeing
taken and Implemented In

Harappan society.
TEWE GUE H Sfew had aR
3R 3% FEad HEH H Goha

-4 Bricks, though obviously not
> ;—_._:., 8 produced in any single centre, were
, of a uniform ratio throughout the
® region, from Jammu to Gujarat.
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THEME 01 THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION (ST 9dT)

Labour was mobilised for
making bricks and for the
construction of massive walls
and platforms.

R T R faeme Rt qen [EE e
T % fmin % faw 9w e A
gifeq fear = em |

Centre of power or for
depictions of people Iin power,
archaeological records provide
no iImmediate answers

T oh ok STYal GXERl Al o
fawg A qaifces faeror g0 &S
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HISTORY BRICKS, BEADS AND BONES 32, H-oh qer 3tfeerf
THEME 01 /' THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION  (zeoqr gsar)

The ritual practices of the
Harappan civilisation are not
well understood yet nor are
there any means of knowing
whether those who
performed them also held
political power

TS Al H1 AT SIE JTd
It dF I THR | A &I
ST E&! € 3R 7 & I8 S &
YA 3T © R = S«
T AT &1 oA &) o,
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Yigy. 1.23
“pricst-Kirug ™

Harappan society had no Everybody enjoyed equal
rulers status.

TSUE HIS § IEE & 9 |t & gmifee feafa qum
24t |
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Yigy. 1.23
“pricst-Kirug ™

No single ruler but several Climatic change

TS el dfch &g IN9& o S ary afadq
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e .
Thar Desert

Arabian Sea

Deforestation, excessive Shifting and/or drying up
floods of rivers

T HT HE, AU G afsA w1 Y@ W S
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Overuse of the landscape

I &1 TAferw STAM
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(TS 9dl)

% T&F 'AHA F e

ST W TE WRd T e,
fSast 9IS 3 @ 6 Wi T
Teft ufieH w1 AR gedl ©, 4
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RO e ® off| I8 o s
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< EVIDENCE OF AN “INVASION”

Deadman Lane iIs a narrow
alley, varying from 3 to 6 feet
INn width ... At the point where
the lane turns westward, part
of a skull and the bones of
the thorax and upper arm of
an adult were discovered, all
INn very friable condition, at a
depth of 4 ft 2 In. The body

lay on its Dback diagonally
across the lane.
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Fifteen inches to the west were a few fragments of a tiny
skull. It i1s to these remains that the lane owes its name.

FROM JOHN MARSHALL, Mohenjodaro and the Indus
Civilisation, 1931.

Sixteen skeletons of people with the ornaments that they
were wearing when they died were found from the same

part of Mohenjodaro in 1925.

Tfrem &t AR 15 39 &1 W W TE I WISt F TP THS
2| TH el T AT TRT SAagISl W AT Bl
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Much later, in 1947, R.E.M. Wheeler, then Director-General
of the ASI, tried to correlate this archaeological evidence
with that of the Rigveda, the earliest known text In the
subcontinent. He wrote:

The Rigveda mentions pur, meaning rampart, fort or
stronghold. Indra, the Aryan war-god is called puramdara,

the fort-destroyer.

SEd 99T U¥EA 1947 B SRILTH. RieR 7 Sl 9ARGE qRarfcas
AU & qehIel SR WA &, 1 [aifcash qiedl @l
IYHEEIY | A YTad U HIAg o 9iedl 9 ey wefa
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Where are — or were - these citadels? It has in the past
been supposed that they were mythical ... The recent
excavation of Harappa may be thought to have changed
the picture. Here we have a highly evolved civilisation of
essentially nonAryan type, now known to have employed
massive fortifications ... What destroyed this firmly settled
civilisation?

3 gl wel & ... A Y .2 TR I8 HAT TN o TR 2 fuye
A & ... TSI ® TA@ H T Sc@A1 4 A Rgya ok« =
21 J8 &9 Y&Hd: M YHR &1 Th 9gd fafgd 9=l e ©
foad o9 UT SRR & IqER favna fehatefedr wt T of ..
.. 9% Yge ®9 ¥ feR gwar 9 T= g2
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Climatic, economic or political deterioration may have
weakened It, but its ultimate extinction is more likely to have
been completed by deliberate and large-scale destruction. It
may be no mere chance that at a late period of Mohenjodaro
men, women, and children, appear to have been massacred
there. On circumstantial evidence, Indra stands accused.

FROM R.E.M. WHEELER, “Harappa 1946, Ancient India, 1947.

Bl Tl & woarg e, el teen TeHifas 3™ 7 3@ FHER

fean &, R fus Fare 39 9@ #t 2 fF STHEy w aen 52 dHm
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In the 1960s, the evidence of a massacre in Mohenjodaro was
questioned by an archaeologist named George Dales. He
demonstrated that the skeletons found at the site did not

belong to the same period:

Whereas a couple of them definitely seem to indicate a
slaughter, ... the bulk of the bones were found in contexts
suggesting burials of the sloppiest and most irreverent nature.

1960 & TIMH B 6l €c9 HF YUacaiag 1 HigTsigs! # ST9eR
& qiedl W A IS¢ 32i4 fg@mn fo 39 Tom | fusdt gt
IY-TSR & & FIad 9 Wag ol o
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There is no destruction level covering the latest period of the city,
no sign of extensive burning, no bodies of warriors clad in armour
and surrounded by the weapons of war. The citadel, the only
fortified part of the city, yielded no evidence of a final defence.

FROM G.F. DALES, “The Mythical Massacre at Mohenjodaro”,
Expediton, 1964.

As you can see, a careful re-examination of the data can
sometimes lead to a reversal of earlier interpretations.

TR & Afaq HIA & g fa9 &1 $E TR T 8, FAhF & W/
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(TS 9dl)

Cunningham, the first Director-
General of the ASI

Archaeologists preferred to
use the written word (texts
and Inscriptions) as a guide to

investigations YIdcafag  3TUA
IEYUN & HAFEA h  fau
fafga =&af (Wi qen
IfqdE) =1 T IAfus TE”
& o
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Cunningham also collected,
documented and translated
Inscriptions found during his
surveys.

FfEM 3 IR gAY F IRE
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* A site like Harappa, which was

not part of the itinerary of the
Chinese pilgrims and was not
known as an Early Historic city,
did not fit very neatly within his
— framework of investigation.
g ?ﬁﬁi‘qﬁzﬁ % ACM-HEHA  h
feem & o IR Wi Tw Rfaw
tfiefas Y =’ on, wfTEH
FRT % TR A SUYH @l A3l
Aall
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 So, although Harappan
artefacts were found fairly
often during the nineteenth
century and some of these

reached Cunningham, he did
not realise how old these were.
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Sites, mounds, layers

Archaeological sites are formed through the production,
use and discarding of materials and structures. When

people continue to live In the same place, their constant
use and reuse of the landscape results in the build up of

occupational debris, called a mound

A, A, &R
Rarfeas eI &g iR wEae o fmiun, g3 ik
i 3= @M KT 9 @ 99 21 S« | T ¥ WA W®
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THEME 01 THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION (TSHT HAT)
Brief or permanent abandonment results in alteration of the
landscape by wind or water activity and erosion.
Occupations are detected by traces of ancient materials
found In layers, which differ from one another in colour,
texture and the artefacts that are found In them.

Abandonment or desertions, what are called “sterile
layers™, can be identified by the absence of such traces.

TG a1 Tt uftam &t fefa o v W et &+t
frarefiicrar SR #e@ & wRU gfi-TT & WEY ¥ FgaE o
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Generally, the lowest layers are the oldest and the
highest are the most recent. The study of these layers is
called stratigraphy. Artefacts found In layers can be
assigned to specific cultural periods and can thus

provide the cultural sequence for a site.
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R.E.M. Wheeler, after he took over

as DirectorGeneral of the ASI In
1944

1944 ¥ HRAE i FAHOT h
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Wheeler recognised that it was
necessary to follow the stratigraphy of
the mound rather than dig mechanically
along uniform horizontal lines
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The stratigraphy of a small mound T
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With the partition of the areHaustan

o

subcontinent and the creation s

[

of Pakistan, the major sites are & paxistan :
now In Pakistani territory. This

- ] islan 2
has spurred Indian = ecas 2 -

archaeologists to try and /g
locate sites in India.
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% Specialists from the
subcontinent and abroad
have been jointly working
at Dboth Harappa and

Mohenjodaro.
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*» They are using modern scientific
techniques Including surface
exploration to recover traces of
clay, stone, metal and plant and
animal remains as well as to
minutely analyse every scrap of
available evidence.
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Wheeler at Harappa

Early archaeologists were often driven by a sense of adventure. This
IS what Wheeler wrote about his experience at Harappa: It was, |
recall, on a warm May night in 1944 that a four miles’ tonga-ride
brought me as the newly appointed Director General of the
Archaeological Survey with my local Muslim officer from a little
railway-station labelled “Harappa” along a deep sand track to a
small resthouse beside the moonlit mounds of the ancient site.
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(TSN GIdl)
Warned Dby my anxious
colleague that we must

start our inspection at 5
30 next morning and finish
by 7 : 30 “after which it
would be too hot”, we
turned In with the dark
figure of the punka - walla
crouched patiently Iin the
entrance and the night air
rent by innumerable jackals

IN the neighbouring
wilderness.




HISTORY BRICKS, BEADS AND BONES ¥, Weh qen 3ifeert

THEME 01 THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION  (ggoqr g+=«rn)
Next morning, punctually at 5.30, our little
procession started out towards the sandy heaps.

Within ten minutes | stopped and rubbed my eyes
as | gazed upon the tallest mound, scarcely

trusting my vision.
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Six hours later my embarrassed staff and | were still
toiling with picks and knives under the blazing sun, the
mad sahib (I am afraid) setting a relentless pace.

JT TS 9% Wt R TET gC FHE qon # gF # 99
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FROM R.E.M. WHEELER, My Archaeological Mission to
India and Pakistan, 1976.
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Not the Harappan script

gewrE fafa @ &Y faerdt

It Is material evidence that
allows archaeologists to better
reconstruct Harappan life.
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&

» One simple principle of
classification Is In terms of
material, such as stone, clay,
metal, bone, Ivory, etc.
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s The second, and more
complicated, iIs In terms of
function: archaeologists have to
decide whether, for instance, an
artefact 1s a tool or an ornament,
or both, or something meant for
ritual use.
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* Archaeologists have to take
recourse to indirect evidence.
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* For instance, though there are
traces of cotton at some
Harappan sites, to find out

about clothing we have to
depend on Indirect evidence

Including depictions N
sculpture.
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Early archaeologists thought that
certain objects which seemed
unusual or unfamiliar may have
had a religious significance.
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These Included terracotta
figurines of women, heavily
jewelled, some with elaborate
head-dresses. These were
regarded as mother goddesses.

T emyEui @ @t g T
qugfial e 9@ o9 & WY W
foqm wavm &, wfta & =
ARt w1 |l & TS et

Fig. 1.24
Was this a mother goddess?
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IN other Instances,
structures have been
assigned ritual
significance. These

Include the Great Bath
and fire altars found at |
Kalibangan and Lothal.
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Some animals - such as the
one-horned animal, often
called the *“unicorn” -
depicted on seals seem to

be mythical, composite
creatures.

Tl W ¢ M
S-S f& T T 4w
STHeR, 59 R R T
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ﬁ W é.l \ “proto-Shiva” seal
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A figure shown seated cross-
legged In a “yogic” posture,
sometimes surrounded by
animals, has been regarded as a
depiction of “proto-Shiva”, that
IS, an early form of one of the
W ’-i major deities of Hinduism.
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A linga Is a polished stone that
IS worshipped as a symbol of
Shiva.

fan 39 ufispa wceR & HeT Sl
g fost 7o wam fie & w9 o
gl 2




HISTORY BRICKS, BEADS AND BONES 32, H-oh qer 3tfeerf
THEME 01 /' THE HARAPPAN CIVILISATION  (zeoqr gsar)

This i1s what Mackay, one of the
earliest excavators, had to say about
these stones: Various small cones
made of lapis lazuli, jasper,
chalcedony, and other stones, most
beautifully cut and finished, and less
than two inches In height, are also
thought to be lingas ...

e IRfH% StEadl § | TE Ak
Tt & faog o 9% wEd T Aned kel
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On the other hand, it is just as
possible that they were used In the
board-games ...

TE0 W, 98 ot 999 ? fF e
T 9 R B W g el |
Bl ...

FROM ERNEST MACKAY, Early
Indus Civilisation, 1948.
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