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Nomads are arguably quintessential
wanderers, organised in family
assemblies with a relatively
undifferentiated economic life and
rudimentary systems of political
organisation.
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Carries with it the sense of a
material location, a stability
derived from complex social and
economic structures and the
governance of an extensive
territorial dominion through an
elaborate administrative system.
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Mongols of Central Asia who
established a transcontinental
empire under the leadership of
Genghis Khan, straddling Europe
and Asia during the thirteenth
and fourteenth centuries.
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Knowledge of nomadic societies
comes mainly from chronicles,
travelogues and documents produced
by city-based litterateurs.
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These IiIndividuals came from a
variety of backgrounds - Buddhist,
Confucian, Christian, Turkish and
Muslim
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Valuable research on the New Marxist
Mongols was done by historiography
Russian scholars T gredarEt sfaera—oen

ATl W " dgqcd i

™ &4l fagri 4 39 & o
EX



NOMADIC EMPIRES (ATGX HUTH)

Placed Genghis Khan and the emerging
Mongol empire within a scale of human
evolution that was witnessing a transition
from a tribal to a feudal mode of production:
from a relatively classless society to one
where there were wide differences between
the lord, the owners of land and the
peasant.
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Transcontinental span of the
Mongol empire also meant
that the sources available to
scholars are written in a vast
number of languages
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Since the Mongols produced little
literature on their own and were
instead ‘written about’ by literati
from foreign cultural milieus
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New political power in the steppes of
Central Asia: Genghis Khan (d. 1227)
had united the Mongol people.
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Creation of a confederacy
vision of Mongol tribes in the
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His own lifetime was spent
consolidating his hold over the
Mongol tribes, leading and directing . A.
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Batu, another grandson of
Genghis Khan, devastated
Russian lands up to Moscow,
seized Poland and Hungary
and camped outside Vienna
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 The Mongols were a diverse
body of people, linked by
similarities of language to the
Tatars, Khitan and Manchus to
the east, and the Turkic tribes
to the west.
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< Some of the Mongols were ™
pastoralists while others

were hunter-gatherers.
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The pastoralists tended
horses, sheep and, to a

lesser extent, cattle, goats
and camels.
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* Hunter-gatherers resided
to the north of

thepastoralists iIn the
Siberian forests.
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* There were extremes of
temperature in the entire
region: harsh, long winters
followed by  brief, dry
summers.
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s Agriculture was possible In
the pastoral regions during
short parts of the year but the
Mongols (unlike some of the
Turks further west) did not
take to farming.
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* Neither the pastoral nor the
hunting-gathering economies
could sustain dense population
settlements and as a result the
region possessed no cities.
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Genghis Khan’s political
system

91 @ Hl  USHIde
ST

Was stable enough to

counter larger armies with
superior equipment in China,
Iran and eastern Europe.
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Mongols administered
complex agrarian economies
and urban

Settlements
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Agricultural produce and iron
utensils from China were
exchanged for horses, furs and
game trapped in the steppe
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Nomads, on the other hand,
could retreat away from the
zone of conflict
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China suffered extensively
from nomad intrusion and

different regimes
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Genghis Khan was born Around 1162
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Son of Yesugei Borjigid clan
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Mother, Oelun-eke Trusted friend; Jamuqa
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Blood- brother (anda)
qm 9arg (3A1S1)

Final defeat of the Naiman people
and the powerful Jamuqga in 1206,
left Temujin as the dominant
personality
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Proclaimed the ‘Great Khan of
the Mongols with the title
Genghis Khan, the f‘Oceanic
Khan’ or ‘Universal Ruler’.
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Genghis Khan had reorganised
the Mongol people into a more
effective, disciplined military
force
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China, divided at this
time into three realms:
the Hsi Hsia people
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TIBETANS

DAI VIET = D Naczhou Isand Song ————

a» Hsi Hsia were defeated,
the ‘Great Wall of China’
was breached
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Great cities - Otrar, Bukhara,
Samarqand, Balkh, Gurganj,
Merv, Nishapur and Heart -
surrendered to the Mongol
forces.
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Mongol forces iIn pursuit of
Sultan Muhammad pushed
into Azerbaijan, defeated
Russian forces at the Crimea
and encircled the Caspian
Sea
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Steppe combat into
extremely effective
military strategies
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Horse-riding skills of the
Mongols and the Turks
provided speed and mobility to
the army
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Rapid-shooting archers
from horseback
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Genghis Khan learnt the —— =
importance of siege engines
and naphtha bombardment

very quickly
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Engineers prepared
lightportable equipment
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Mongol expansion after
Genghis Khan’s death
into two distinct phases

First when the major gains
were In the Russian steppes,
Bulghar, Kiev, Poland and

Hungary.
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Second phase led to the
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Retreat from the Hungarian
steppes and defeat at the hands
of the Egyptian forces signalled
the emergence of new political
trends.
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There were two facets to this:
the first was a consequence of
the internal politics of
succession within the Mongol
family where the descendants
of Jochi and Ogodei allied to
control the office of the great
Khan in the first two
generations.
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The second compulsion
occurred as the Jochi and
Ogodei lineages were
marginalised by the Toluyid
branch of Genghis Khanid
descendants.
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Mongols fielded a small,
understaffed force against the
Egyptian military. Their defeat
and the increasing
preoccupation with China of
the Toluyid family marked the
end of western expansion of
the Mongols.
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Genghis Khan worked to |
systematically erase the old tribal
identities of the different groups
who joined his confederacy. His
army was organised according to
the old steppe system
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Divided the old tribal
groupings and distributed
their members into
new military units.
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individual who tried to move from
his/her allotted group without
permission received harsh
punishment.
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The new military contingents
were required to serve under his
four sons and specially chosen
captains of his army units called
noyan.
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Genghis Khan assigned the
responsibility of governing the
newly conquered people to his
four sons.
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Genghis Khan had indicated
that his third son, Ogodei, would
succeed him as the Great Khan
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Genghis Khan had already
fashioned a rapid courier
System
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Fresh mounts and despatch
riders were placed in outposts at
regularly spaced distances.
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Maintenance of this
communication system the Mongol
nomads contributed a tenth of
their herd - either horses or
livestock - as provisions. This was
called the qubcur tax, a levy that
the nomads paid willingly for the
multiple benefits that it brought.
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Commerce and travel along
the Silk Route reached its
peak under the Mongols but,
unlike before, the trade
routes did not terminate In
China.
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Communication and ease of
travel was vital to retain the
coherence of the Mongol
regime and travellers were
given a pass (paiza in
Persian; gerege in Mongolian)
for safe
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Traders paid the baj tax for the same
purpose
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Genghis Khan’s grandson,
Qubilai Khan (d. 1294),

appeared as the protector -
the conquered societies.
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civil administrators from
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Ghazan Khan’s Speech Tt Wl <hl HIYUT
Ghazan Khan (1295-1304) was | |¥&F @M (1295-1304) Y&ell
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‘I am not on the side of the
Persian peasantry. If there is a
purpose In pillaging them all,
there is no one with more power
to do this than l. Let us rob them
together. But if you wish to be
certain of collecting grain and
food for your tables in the future,
| must be harsh with you. You
must be taught reason. If you
insult the peasantry, take their
oxen and seed and trample their
crops into the ground, what will
you do in the future? ... The
obedient peasantry must be
distinguished from the peasantry
who are rebels...’
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Gradual separation of the - : o
descendants of Genghis Khan £
into separate lineage groups
implied that their connections
with the memory and
traditions of a past family
concordance also altered.
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Result of competition
amongst the cousin clans
and here the Toluyid branch
was more adept in
presenting their version of
the family disagreements in
the histories produced
under their patronage.

Wed: I8 Hd Tsh Hhol oh G]&l
1 WER gfawdgl o IRemmEsy
g3 3R 36l &1 T v <ifess
4 A iiETiRe wadsi &1 gdid
ag1 fayurar @ srvR Wt W
g&a foeu s @ sfasral # fsam
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Yasa, the code of law that Genghis
Khan was supposed to have

promulgated at the quriltai of
1206, has elaborated on the
complex ways iIn which the
memory of the Great Khan was
fashioned by his successors.

IqE W B & H g3 & (I8
gfear, faeh IR | wer wiar @ fod 90
@ d 1206 o forficdarg & o] st oit)
3 Sfed fafuat =1 fasga aviq &
Sl H8M @M &l §fd &l a9 ¢ WH oh
fag 3gah Saufgsi@At 3 a3 &t o




NOMADIC EMPIRES (I™TAX HHUTH )

Yasaq concern administrative
regulations: the organisation of
the hunt, the army and the
postal system.

qqreh o aR H 9 fuyen @ S
a9y gt fafEa 9 @5 99 -
e, @ AN S UUMCl
3|
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T T
LR

Mongols had started using
the related term yasa in a
more general sense to mean , %
the ‘legal code of Genghis m

T T AT R I v s
Khan'.

Hitell 4 I IR kI FANT SHRI
qH €9 # &EN & S fIAm
Ohl Hacd AT disl @H ol
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NOMADIC EMPIRES (I™TAX HHUTH )

Mongols had emerged as a unified
people and just created the

largest empire the world had ever
seen. They ruled over very
sophisticated urban societies, with
their respective histories,

cultures and laws.

AN Tk TUhlhd SHEYE < ®I #
IO GEA U AR IR/ TE W
fasma s &1 fio fear 9 g
B - S A | R R | ) s B [
Sifedt e st W ymeA fean ek
-39 sfaerd, hfaar it fam o)
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P

One way in which they could
protect their identity and
distinctiveness was through a
claim to a sacred law given to
them by their ancestor.

3T fau oot yg=am i fafyrsean
%l W &1 THAR 3IUFE 39 Yiad
fam & ifyer & T@ o sAf™ @l
Ghdl A1, S I8 AU Yool ° I
g3 ol
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Yasa was in all probability a
compilation of the customary
traditions of the Mongol tribes but
in referring to it as Genghis Khan’s
code of law, the

Mongol people also laid claim to a
‘lawgiver’ like Moses and Solomon,
whose authoritative code could be
imposed on their subjects.

39 9 % Q@ dHe @ fe am wma
SN sl 8 99N W3l &1 T
dehe a1l forg 39 99 @M

&1 fafy-dfgar wswy dmal 4 @t [
IR gauE &1 wifd 3 e Wfder o
g &1 <@ fear fogst ymifvres gfean
Sl G ] bl ST Hehdl 24t
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Yasa RIS
In 1221, after the conquest of 1221 ¥ @0 R foo™ < & &
Bukhara, Genghis Khan had oI5 Sl @H A 9@l o SR JEeHM
Assembled the rich Muslim ﬁl?leIi‘lIﬁ #1 “sega A’ § wwEN

residents at the festival ground .
and had admonished them. He Y ITehl AHT il IEA 3ehl UG

called them sinners and warned | |ar 31X Jdie-t <t f&6 = argi &+
them to compensate for their sins | | ymfvaqeey 3701 39T four g3
by parting with their hidden

¥ 39 <1 9T I8 UH e aArg

wealth. The episode was )
dramatic enough to be painted Teh -ehid He &t fSEenl <

and for a long time afterwards s 99 deh 9 @i 3K 39 ) faa
people still remembered the CE Iy

incident.
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In the late sixteenth century,| |dicEdl IS o 3id H disl @H
‘Abdullah  Khan, a distant| | gag s NE| St &1 T 33

descendant of Jochi, Genghis . _
Khan’s eldest son, went to the = RIS SRR IR Gl &

same festival ground in Bukhara. SH 3qa H_E | T W @H

4

Unlike Genghis Khan, however,| [&F faudiqd 3isSecie @F <& &1
‘Abdullah Khan went to perfform| (g} e 31 @ N 39
his holiday prayers there. His E'I%I%’I‘GIEFR TEE-TaEY 3 o

chronicler, Hafiz-| Tanish,
reported this performance of Wl &t 3 Y™ aH-GEv

Muslim piety by his master and| | foerur 39 sfoea o fan IR
included the surprising| |gier ¥ g8 T < 4ol fewot

comment: ‘this was according to ’, :
the yasa of Genghis Khan’. RUCIE T ,qg WS G b A
% STTER o1')
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Genghis Khan was the
greatest leader of all time: he
united the Mongol people

9is] @M 39 dh Bl g9d HEM
IMEEH AT : 394 AMell st Gufsd

Fashioned a grand transcontinental
empire and restored trade routes
and markets that attracted distant
travellers

Tsh YMSR YRASISIYE 9
RN SR =R & Tt 8k aRm &l

eefifya foear o9 X o6 A6 S
gl
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Mongol Khans themselves § |
belonged to a variety of \J
different faiths - Shaman,
Buddhist, Christian and
eventually Islam

AMd e @9 ot fafa= g,
ARA 9 G99 W 9 o
IMA, Sy, SH1E 3R 3Tdd: I&H |
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Mongol rulers recruited
administrators and armed
contingents from people of all
ethnic groups and religions.

qMd IRt 4 ga Sifqal AR 9=l
o @M Rl A BT Il AR
sERET 99 <0 oh ®Y H  Wdl
EXU
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The nature of the documentation

on the Mongols - and any
nomadic regime - makes it
virtually impossible to

understand the inspiration that
led to the confederation of
fragmented groups of people in
the pursuit of an ambition to
create an empire.

Hqitent 3R fordl wit IrEmeR e 9uTed
4 gafid 59 ™8 o 9d™ 7, 3949 98
U a&d: HYd € T =%

S G TE ION-Eid o1 SR g
Frafor &1 HeeTHTaT F IR S for
Ik WS H §2 g <t &HT Th
qiEd 9-1E0|
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Timur, another monarch who
aspired to universal dominion,
hesitated to declare himself
monarch because he was not
of Genghis Khanid descent.

TR, S uw favgsmdt T &
MHIQT Al AT, ° A9+ bl el
giftd & d G&hid &1 99 T,
Fifh 98 Tl @ I 9IS &l ol
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Mongolia is recreating Iits
identity as an independent
nation.

ANl T T@Wadd U< o ®9 #
AT 9B 1 @I 2





