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Term Islamic is used For the overall society and
culture historically associated

S I H1 1y with Islam
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Muslims and their faith
were recognised as socially
dominant
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During 612-32, the Prophet
Muhammad preached the worship of a
single God, Allah, and the membership
of a single community of believers

(umma)
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This was the origin of Muhammad was an Arab
Islam by language and culture
AT and a merchant by
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Arabs were divided into
tribes* (gabila)
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Each tribe had its own Worshipped as an idol
god or goddess qdl o ®9 | e |
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Arab tribes were Moving from dry to green
nomadic areas
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Muhammad’s own tribe, Cube-like structure
Quraysh, lived in Mecca called Kaba
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Making annual pilgrimages (hajj) to
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Meccan shrine was a sanctuary

(haram) where violence was forbidden
and protection given to all visitors.
Pilgrimage and commerce gave the
nomadic and settled tribes

opportunities to communicate with one
another and share their beliefs

and customs
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Attachment to idols and
shrines was more
immediate and stronger
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Muhammad declared
himself to be the
messenger (rasul) of God
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a
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Daily prayers (salat)
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Those who accepted the Promised salvation on
doctrine were called the Day of Judgement
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Moral principles
BRI

Muhammad was to found a community
of believers (umma) bound by a
common set of religious beliefs
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Muhammad’s message particularly
appealed to those Meccans who felt
deprived of the gains from trade
and religion and were looking for a
new community identity
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And a share of the
resources of the
community while on
earth
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Muslims soon faced
considerable opposition
from affluent Meccans
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In 622, Muhammad was
forced to migrate with his
followers to Medina

T 622 W, SR IS
®l AR A & WU
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His arrival Iin Medina
marking the beginning of
the Muslim calendar
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Consolidation and
protection require
political institutions

e IIvl 3R e & fau
TSiaes genst ol
JMEYIHAl Bl 8

In Medina, Muhammad
created a political order
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Umma was converted into a wider
community to include polytheists

and the Jews of Medina under the
political leadership of Muhammad
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Community survived on
agriculture and trade, as well as
an alms tax (zakat)
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Muslims organised
expeditionary raids on
Meccan caravans

qHTH Heehl o Shifthell W
M Ad |

After a series of battles, Mecca was
conquered and Muhammad’s
reputation as a religious preacher and
political leader spread far and wide
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Impressed by Muhammad’s achievements, many
tribes, mostly Bedouins, joined the community by
converting to Islam
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Medina became the
administrative capital of the
emerging Islamic state with
Mecca as its religious centre
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Muhammad was able to unite a
large part of Arabia under
a new faith, community and state
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Muhammad’s death in
632

T 632 § PR g <l
3BT

No one could legitimately
claim to be the next
prophet of Islam
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His political authority
was transferred to the
umma

3Rl s 9T, IHI

i AdRd & g -1

No established principle
of succession
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Created opportunities for
innovations

TRl o fau SaEy 3
gy,

Divisions among the
Muslims
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Biggest innovation was the
creation of the institution of

caliphate
a8 dg1 A9-qfad I8 g3n f&
fEciithd &1 e o1 |0 g3,

Leader of the community (amir al-
muminin) became the deputy
(khalifa) of the Prophet
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Muhammad’s death Tribes

R qeHg &1 S8EdH held
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Raised their own prophets
to establish communities
modelled on the umma
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First caliph, Abu Bakr,
suppressed the revolts by
a series of campaigns
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Second caliph, Umar, shaped
the umma’s policy of
expansion of power

T TRl W A S Hi 9l
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Realising that rich booty
(ghanima) could be obtained
from expeditionary raids
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Byzantine Empire Sasanian empire
promoted Christianity patronised

AESIeRT 9YsT 391 04 Zoroastrianism
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Arab invasions, these two empires had
declined in strength due to religious
conflicts and revolts by the aristocracy

3Nl oh 3MhHY o THF, 39 < dU=A
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In three successful campaigns
(637-642), the Arabs brought Syria,
Iraq

di- 9% At (637-642) W,
3Gl A i, step ° o fs&m




THE CENTRAL ISLAMIC LANDS

(&AM T 359 3 fa&ar’ asm 570-1200 3.)

Third caliph, Uthman, to
extend the control to Central
Asia
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administrative structure \ e 1
headed by governors (amirs) /i
and tribal chieftains (ashraf )
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Central treasury Taxes

sl TSIy X
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Share of the booty from
raids

o 9 fe=d ura hdar

Ruling class and soldiers received
shares of the booty and monthly
payments (ata)
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Non-Muslim population retained their rights to
property and religious practices on payment of
taxes (kharaj and jiziya)
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With territorial expansion, the
unity of the umma became
threatened by conflicts over the
distribution of resources and
offices
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Third caliph, Uthman
AlE Edilthl, SYAH

Opposition in Iraq and Egypt, combined
with opposition in Medina, led to the
assassination of Uthman
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Ali became the fourth caliph
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Ali established himself at Kufa
and defeated an army led by
Muhammad'’s wife, Aisha, in the
Battle of the Camel
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Ali’s second battle
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Ended in a truce which split his
followers into two groups: some
remained loyal to him, while others
left the camp and came to be
known as Kharjis
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Muawiya made himself the next caliph in
661, founding the Umayyad dynasty
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The conquest of large
territories destroyed the
caliphate based In

Medina and replaced it with
an increasingly authoritarian

polity
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Introduced hereditary succession
JINTA IAUTHRR bl WA 91 IRY i
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First Umayyad caliph, Muawiya,
moved his capital to Damascus
and adopted the court
ceremonies and administrative
institutions of the Byzantine
Empire
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Umayyad state
SHY] Y

No longer based directly on Islam
but on statecraft and the loyalty of
Syrian troops

A9 98 Y 3&IH W 3MUiid et
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Zoroastrian scribes and
bureaucrats

sRqed fafues i e

Christian advisers in the
administration

qIMEE | 3918 Hdlgh R
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Umayyads always appealed
for unity and suppressed
rebellions in the name of
Islam
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Among the measures Abd al-
Malik took were the adoption of
Arabic as the Ilanguage of
administration and the
introduction of an Islamic

coinage
] IA-Hicteh A S Hifaar AR,
39 SREl i YIMEH i HMHI <h
®9 § AT M STl faant @
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Silver dirham

il o fen
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Abd al-Malik
3 3Tcl-HlicTh

Made Islamic identity, by
building the Dome of the
Rock
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Well - organised movement,
called dawa, brought down the /'3

with another family of Meccan
origin, the Abbasids, in 750

gl M Uk gHEitsd sukier |
SUAE Y i IS %hadll 750 ®
g9 43 & SE AsAgql = &
St Al <k & A1
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Abbasids portrayed the
Umayyad regime as evil and
promised a restoration of
the original Islam of the
Prophet
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Army was led by an Iranian
slave, Abu Muslim, who
defeated the last Umayyad
caliph, Marwan, in a battle at
the river Zab

1 h1 A Teh A [
39 Hitem A foan, fogq sifam
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Abbasid rule, Arab influence
declined, while the importance
of Iranian culture increased

WW@?W I h

Abbasids established their
capital at Baghdad
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Army and bureaucracy were
reorganised on a non-tribal basis to
ensure greater participation by Iraqg
and Khurasan

h 3R QA H1 mdapa At
it g W@ & e, @ iR
NHWME &1 ST R-FheldrE MR
R TRdl T

Abbasid state became
weaker
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Because Baghdad’s control
over the distant provinces
declined

Hifeh gL oh YAl W TER
%1 301 &9 B T e,

because of conflict between pro-
Arab and pro-lranian factions In
the army and Bureaucracy

S9hT Th RO I8 ot o1 f I
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Civil war broke out between
supporters of Amin and Mamun,
sons of the caliph Harun al-
Rashid

okl B AA-Wilk & T,
I 3R U & wuddl & &=

Te 949 I[E & M@,

Created a new power bloc of
Turkish slave officers

del o™ Syl &1 TH
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A number of minor
dynasties arose

Another Shiite dynasty, the
Fatimids, had ambitions to
rule the Islamic world

&l Ha<dlhidl ot T 98 STt
ST 9 IMEH i)
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Fatimids belonged to the Ismaili
sub- sect of Shiism and claimed
to be descended from the
Prophet’s daughter, Fatima, and
hence, the sole rightful rulers of
Islam

Gifadl &1 W9y i awRE o
Tsh IU-UWSH SEEcl 9 o 3R
39T <@l o1 o d T &t 9,
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By common economic
and cultural patterns

together i
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Islamic society was held
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Scholars, artists and merchants
moved freely within the central
Islamic lands and assured the
circulation of ideas and manners

fagM, samRr IR AN s&Imt
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Identity of Islam as a religion
and a cultural system separate
from other religions became
much sharper, which made
conversion possible and
meaningful

I ¥ ¥/ Iem yd 3R
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nomadic
tribes from the Central

Turks were

Asian steppes of
Turkistan

doh, dqfewH o "
TRAE o GHEERINT SHearsa
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Who gradually converted
to Islam
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Samanid and Buyid
administrations as slaves and
soldiers, rising to high

positions on account of their
loyalty and military abilities

4 B AR 3 Fem & R 4
TaMt 3R Af el & ®9 °
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Ghaznavids were a military
dynasty with a professional
army of Turks and Indians

TSl U df e 99 e,
ek T qeht 3R AR
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Mahmud was conscious of
being the son of a slave and
was especially eager to
receive the title of Sultan

from the caliph

HEYg 39 R H ¥dd o1 &
9% Ueh T ! 91 @ 3 %
Eeiithl § Y odA St UMY
Id ki oh ot dgd 3=g
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Christians were regarded People of the Book
2AEAl i HSAT STl q&ish atdd @il
AT
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e
: g y

Had their own scripture | R e o o e }
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T

Christians were granted safe
conduct while venturing into Muslim
states as merchants, pilgrims,
ambassadors and travellers.

% ®Y U qfeem TSl 8 o are
SURAl hl Y& YSH i STl




THE CENTRAL ISLAMIC LANDS
(3™ hT 359 AR fa&ar® s 570-1200 §.)

Jerusalem was
conquered by the Arabs
in 638

I A SIETAH hil 638 H
Sitd feram e,

Normans, Hungarians and
some Slavs had been
converted to Christianity
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Military confrontation between
competing feudal principalities
and a return to economic
organisation based on plunder
were contained by the Peace of
God movement

yfaeqelf amdl Tsa o = Afe
YA &l THEE 3R TEAR W
IMURA  AYeyaen & Y3sd i
‘tvadg wifa’ (W9 T TiS)
3o R Ukl AT &0
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Death in 1092 of Malik Shah, the
Saljuq sultan of Baghdad, was
followed by the disintegration of
his empire

1092 ® QK oh Helsloh YaIdH,
qfds IME H A h I IHHh
qyTg 1 fases & =

Pope Urban Il, this was an
opportunity to revive the
spirit of Christianity

g edq fgdta (Urban 1) oh

fae $ars o+t Sftee wafa =i
iy 9 Sfifad 1 &1 T AW
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First crusade

gy gHIY

Soldiers from France and
Italy captured Antioch in
Syria, and claimed
Jerusalem

SEge WX heell e ferdml
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Writers referred to the arrival of
the Christians (called ifrinji or
firangi) as a Frankish invasion

giem d@st 3 SuEa (N
@il 3ar sfhsil sl SAr o41)
& INMWA &1 Scod@ UiygHl o
% SMHHY o &Y o fwar 2|
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Combined German and French
army made an attempt to capture
Damascus but they were
defeated and forced to return
home

s SR wiEE @ 7 fave W
B0 B R dled & fag Aeer W
f<r =




THE CENTRAL ISLAMIC LANDS
(3™ &1 3¢9 AR fa&) a9 570-1200 3.)

Salah al-Din (Saladin) gave
the call for jihad or holy war
against the Christians

A 3e-s  ("dRH) A
Asdl o favy 9099 S &0
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Regained Jerusalem

SEgeH W i °@ s
& feram

Number of churches

were turned into mosques, and
Jerusalem once again became
a Muslim city
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Third crusade Crusaders gained little
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Free access to Agriculture was the
Jerusalem for Christian principal occupation
pilgrims e HEE Hiv ol

gare  diefaEt o feg
S H Hada ®9 9
gael 9Id g3
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Land was owned by big Cultivated by peasants
and small peasants Sdl fRar g/ &1 St
SHHA % Uifes W8 3R o)

Sic feaq o
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Estate owners collected
taxes on behalf of the
state

qUgT Wl 59 &t 3R 9
$H{ Th3 Hid |

Moved from a pastoral to
a settled agricultural
system

qyERUT &t feafa @ s
dehY R Y gaeen d&
Tgd T o
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e T e R P T S N e e

Lands conquered by the
Arabs that remained in the
hands of the owners were
subject to a tax (kharaj)

SRSl g Sitdl T8 HfH Wy, i
qifeteht oh g1t ® Wdl off, &Y
(WS o€l o,

State had overall control
of agricultural lands

S g &1 gataR a3
T < 1Al | o
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Muslims, the tax levied was
one-tenth (ushr) of the
Produce

Ol R 39U

Tgd fer® o dU«a Y <IIdr o0l

State authorised its officials to
claim their salaries from
agricultural revenues from
territories, called iqtas

WA A SfgwifEt &6t st dae
gl oh ohfy Uoia 9, o9 ga
$el Sl o1, <4 o fag gifyepa
feRam
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Irrigation systems, the
construction of dams and
canals, and the digging of
wells

Islamic law gave tax
concessions to people who
brought land under cultivation

SEIHl A H 39 <« sl Y
4 fama & i, st osHE 6l
Ugcil dR ©dl o k| d oid 9|
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New crops such as cotton,
oranges, bananas,
watermelons, spinach and
brinjals (badinjan) were
grown

TN waal; S - M,
AT, chall, TS, qdh 3R
4T %t Bt w1 T
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Size and population surged,
supported by an expansion
in the production of
foodgrains and raw
materials

g 3R ved  fafmfaen
& faw s=dl gt & gfy &t
TR g s IRU o M@K
IR Tl SEEm ¥ dead
gs|
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Vast urban network
developed, linking one
town with another and < . .
forming a circuit I h ohg H T HAA-GHT
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Radiating cultural
and economic power

qitepfae 3t ey wifea
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With shops iIn a row, merchants’
lodgings (fanduq) and the office of
the money-changer

ShMHEl H HarR sidl o, =wfEt o
A (Hgoh) IR TI% & HEGE
sl

Ordinary citizens and soldiers
had their living quarters in the
outer circle

E AN 3R 9frent
% WA oh F@rEe dEd R # 8l
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Subsidiary market and public
bath (hammam), an important

meeting place

Beyond the city walls were inns
for people to rest when the city
gates were shut and cemeteries

G0 H A 39 U9 IIRM &Y
Hehd QWWQ’TQIGIYI S i X

fsu @ Bt




THE CENTRAL ISLAMIC LANDS

(3™ &1 3¢9 AR fa&) a9 570-1200 3.)

Political unification and urban
demand for foodstuffs and luxuries
enlarged the circuit of exchange

SHITaeh Thishol S @ qgien’ 3K
faama-agent &1 yed w3 fafm
oh TR &1 fawr & <

Arab and Iranian traders
monopolised the maritime SE&7S
trade between China, India
and Europe

IR W THIHHR TR
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Red Sea route gained greater
importance due to the rise of
Cairo as a centre of commerce
and power and (growing
demand for eastern goods
from the trading cities of ltaly

YR 3N fed o ohg o ®9 |
HIeU oh I M oh R AN
geelt o ARG e @ gl
AT sl S@dl g3 HIT o HRUT
dld 9FR <h 4rf 4 3Afys de<
EISSEC TR
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Male and female Turkish

!(:Iamic coi:\s, used for slaves (ghulam) too were
e Payg;e“ purchased
aret STl faeeh (TE-<ifgar) #it @] S
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Coins of gold, silver and
copper (fulus) were
minted and circulated

i, 9 3 did (pord)
o fqeeh 99U S o
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Russia

Silver from Central Asia Precious metals and coins

S e ufvr (SREYH also came from Europe
o) @ st o Fadl agd St for A

9 Hi d o
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58, @ ¢ .| Rising demand for money forced

i~ S~ | people to release their

= MP\@#2 accumulated reserves and idle
[ 4—\"% wealth into circulation
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gfad Werl 3R dwR 9l gufa
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Greatest contribution of the
Muslim world to medieval
economic life was the
development of superior
methods of payment and
business organisation

qegehlcii MY Sfiaq 4 fiem
STd 1 999 §81 qNRHE I8 o
fe S=IT R 3l =R
el o dfedr  ddsl @l
fastad feam
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Use of commercial papers freed merchants from the
need to carry cash everywhere and also made their
journeys Safer

IfuIfssh 9At o Aeh SUANT €@ ATRAT &l 8 M W
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For religious scholars (ulama),
knowledge (ilm) derived from
the Quran and the model
behaviour of the Prophet
(sunna) was the only way to
know the will of God and
provide guidance in this World

Hifieh fagMl (Ian) oh foig
U @ U JH (399) 3R
R &1 3RSl AR ()
3L i 3OS il S ol
THHTA dlichl @ R 98 39 favg
q Aricy YgH S 2
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A body of laws or sharia (the
straight path) to govern the
relationship of Muslims with God
through rituals (ibadat) and with
the rest of the humanity through
social affairs (muamalat)

3l 4 whHdlsl (SHId) o SIRY

%wiésmnganﬁiézwaar
(H3MH) oh SIRE Sehl 39N oh
iy qaauEl o g9d9t &t fafaa
% oh  fdq wrE HAYer e
(foae1 wfssw a1ef 3 e )
IR ® &1 HE o
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Differences in the interpretation of
the sources and methods of
jurisprudence led to the formation
of four schools of law

gidt o sref-frola SR fafusres o
el o aR | AWKl o SR S
%1 IR IMEW 1 T3]

These were the Maliki,
Hanafi, Shafii and Hanbali

Schools
3 gfelenl, I®!, AHIE 3T
sdcl o4t
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Sharia provided guidance on all
possible legal issues within Sunni
society

RIS A =it 9N o HiaX 94t 994
ST q&l o aR | qrieeie ggH feman
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More precise on questions
of personal status
(marriage, divorce and
inheritance) than on
commercial matters or
penal and constitutional
iIssues

J8 dIfuTash YAl SIfuseh
3 GaAurter Wi 1 3raem
Safeae feafa (faare, 9o
3R forEa) o g3l & SR
4 3y gEose o
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The gazi, appointed by the state In
each city or locality, often acted as
an arbitrator in disputes, rather than
as a strict enforcer of the sharia

T g1 Icdsh TR 31l J&dil |§ g
fRan T FEI TRR ST 61 Hgle o
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Sufis, sought a deeper and more
personal knowledge of God
through asceticism (rahbaniya)
and mysticism

goht @i quvEdl (WetEr) i
WHER oh SIT a1 &l Afdsh
T 3 stfye Safeas I@ 9w
& d9E@d o
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Ascetic inclinations were
elevated to the higher stage of
mysticism (tasawwuf) by the
ideas of pantheism and love

quE=l T o &1 ygfaar
gy 3R WR & fa=ur M
39T 33K WHAR (qIH) i
Sl X W YA TG
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Unity with God can be
achieved through an intense
love for God

s3I O e, 3y’ o 91
did 99 (3%ch) oh =IRT &
I fear s gehdan 2l
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Sufis used musical concerts
(sama) to induce ecstasy and
stimulate emotions of love
and passion. Sufism is open
to all regardless of religious
affiliation, status and gender.

goht AT ST HE AR 9H
dYl 9EEY 38w et oh fag
qifta quiisl (991) vl 3YIHI
®d d1 YhIalg &l §R Heeh
fau gen 2, 9R 98 fedt o
o, efgad stuar  faw =1 9
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Suflsm gained popularity
and posed a challenge to
orthodox Islam.

hiarg A b iyadr grd
%1 3R wlgarE s&™ o
guel Al 93T h1|

Mathematics and
medicine were taught
along with other subjects

I fas=i o -9y
A 3%iA, o 3R
fafecar =1 fyren <t St o



THE CENTRAL ISLAMIC LANDS

(3™ &1 3¢9 AR fa&) a9 570-1200 3.)

Translation became a well-
organised activity under al-
Mamun, who supported the
Library cum Institute of Science

AA-HA oh IMET H IR Th
gfifsa feaeary a9 =& eamn 39
TR U [EhcEd-d-fagq@ qem=
%l gedl <t ot
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Indian works on astronomy,
mathematics and medicine
were also translated into
Arabic during the same
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Group known as Mutazila,
used Greek logic and
methods of reasoning (kalam)
to defend Islamic

qafsten o W 8 S g
fagril o @z A sErHl
forgamal &t & o foaw I
deh 3R faa=r (&™) oh
ddehl &1 &I fhdll
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Ibn Sina (980-1037), a doctor by
profession and a philosopher,
did not believe in the
resurrection of the body on the
Day of Judgement.

g&1 fa1 (980-1037) I, <
99 &1 3ftc 9 & fafecas
3R Rife o, 98 favarg & o
fh ohama o fqa =afqa fiee @
o<1 8t Smar @
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Fine language and a creative
imagination were among the
most appreciated qualities in a
person. These qualities raised
a person’s communication

dfgdr Ao 3R GoHIcHe hedHl
&l fodl =afea o waifus
e un | Infad fear S
on A o1 fedl ot =afea &t
faar-stfasafaa &1 a1 331 <4
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Popular poetic composition of
pre-Islamic origin was the ode
(qasida), developed by

poets of the Abbasid period

AM-Yd hidd il gad

Aty Aty A1 Gy d
(ShHEITT) Tl 3TsATHl hTed oh
&faat g fasm@ fear =
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Abu Nuwas who was of Persian
origin, broke new ground by
composing classical poetry on
new themes such as wine and
male love with the intention of
celebrating pleasures forbidden
by Islam

39 I Sl hIRET Hol &7 o, A
&AM gRI dfid 3HE §H oh ]
¥ R 3R qeu-99 S U fawa
T Ih AU St Hiaaett &1 @&
$ich 91 °E AT
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The Sufis glorified the
intoxication caused by the wine

of mystical love

gitrai 4 wEErRl 99 &1 afu
SR 39— H&dl <hl ORI fohaTl
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Arabs conquered Iran, Pahlavi,
the language of the sacred
books of ancient Iran, was in
decay. A version of Pahlavi,
known as New Persian, with a
huge Arabic vocabulary, soon
developed

39 3Rl 7 30 W oS yrwd &,

a9 Ygdrdl, Sl 9= 309 &l 9fa=A
q&ishl i Aol oft, qa- &t ffa
® ol ¥y € ygddl &1 TH AR
®Y, 59 T wRE 8l SR,
famfaa gan, foad et o Ikl
%l &A1 9gd 3T A
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Samanid court poet Rudaki (d.
940) was considered the father of
New Persian poetry, which
included new forms such as the
short lyrical poem (ghazal) and
the quatrain (rubai, plural
rubaiyyat)

U TSIRLER oh hid, €1l (I
940 ®), il A TGl Shfadl &l
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Mahmud of Ghazni gathered
around him a group of poets
who composed anthologies
(diwans) and epic poetry
(mathnavi)

ST o #H g 7 319 9l 3R
Sigdl 1 Teh UYE Tehsl 6l
fa=n en, fo=iv sr=9-qust
(M) R weThTsAl ()
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Firdausi (d. 1020), who took 30
years to complete the
Shahnama (Book of Kings), an
epic of 50,000 couplets which
has become a masterpiece of
Islamic literature
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Shahnama is a collection of
traditions and Legends

MM GRS 3R SATAF I
qUe ©

History books were read by scholars
and students as well as by the
broader literate public

gfaer@ &1 y&eh fagral ik faenfémt
gRIT AR 3ok retren At 9g-fora
ATl g1 UGt Sirdt T
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The tradition of local history
writing developed with the
break-up of the caliphate.
Books were written in Persian
about dynasties, cities or
regions to explore the unity
and variety of the world of
Islam

A SfagE-d@ &1 9 &l
faeg facrwa o faged o 9]
g3l SEAM! A bl Tehdl 3R

fafayuar & =9 o faw wrEl
T o, T 3R R & aR o
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Ahsan al-Taqgasim (The Best
Divisions) is a comparative
study of the countries

and peoples of the world
and a treasure trove of
exotic curiosities

(3TEHM 3TA-dhEH AT
gaiqu fadareq) fava o
get 33 o A Bl
doIcHeh 319 @ 3R
fagen & ek o 33t
fSrarsTl &t INA A arel
STl @)
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Islamic world had emerged which was easily
recognisable by travellers. Religious
buildings were the greatest external
symbols of this world. Mosques, shrines

and tombs from Spain to Central Asia
showed the same basic design - arches,
domes, minarets and open courtyards -

and expressed the spiritual and

practical needs of Muslims

el 3 I T oft, o Il otar € 9gEm
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Mosque had an open courtyard
(sahn) where a fountain or pond
was placed, leading to a vaulted
hall which could accommodate
long lines of worshippers and the
prayer leader
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Time was marked in cities and villages
by the five daily prayers and weekly sermons
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The rejection of representing
living beings in the religious art
of Islam promoted two art
forms: calligraphy (khattati or
the art of beautiful writing) and
arabesque (geometric and
vegetal designs)
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Small and big inscriptions, usually
of religious quotations, were used
to decorate architecture.
Calligraphic art has been best
preserved in manuscripts of the
Quran dating from the eighth and
ninth centuries
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Plant and floral designs, based
on the idea of the garden,
were used in buildings and
book illustrations
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