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Establishment of empires In
Mesopotamia
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Caucasus
-

Eastern Mediterranean
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@ Networks of trade developed

overland, as well as along the
coasts of the Mediterranean Sea
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Improvements in trade
that were the result of
these changes
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Alexander, undertook a series of military campaigns
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Area under Alexander’s control, ideals and cultural

traditions were shared amongst the Greeks and the
local population.
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Greek became a well-
became ‘Hellenised’ (the known language
Greeks were called throughout.

R &7 &1 JAFHR 3 T S JA AT ST g
AU B SATSSIIH HeT ST @ ﬁ\TGITEFITl‘él
Fife AT & Shed A




EMPIRES (91HTS)

Macedonsaand the
Asgeanworlde 200 BC
o City(date of capture)
® Macedoman gamson
¥ Major Battle
0 Kingdom of Macedonia
States under Macedonian infhience
B Foman Protectorates
B Kingdom of Perganoum
Seleucid Kingdom
W Independent States
“zsessione of Lagudes
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Alexander’s empire Hellenistic culture
disintegrated quickly remained

after his death .
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State of Rome took advantage of

the political discord that followed
the disintegration of Alexander’s

empire
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Roman Empire’ was
extended to present- UG

day Britain and
Germany
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Substantially Christianised after
the emperor Constantine became a
Christian in the fourth century
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Division of the Roman Empire
Western Empire D Eastern Empire

Divided into eastern and Mf*‘m"fgi'wj AP e
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West, there was a breakdown of the
arrangements that existed between
Rome and the tribes in frontier areas
(Goths, Visigoths, Vandals and
others).
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Arrangements dealt with trade, military
recruitment and settlement, and the

| tribes increasingly attacked the Roman
administration
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Leading to the collapse of
the empire In the west
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Tribes established their
own kingdoms
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Holy Roman Empire was
formed from some of these

kingdoms from the ninth
century
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Eastern Roman
Empire
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Came to be taken over
by the Arab empire
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All the empires The achlevements of
evolved administrative one empire were
systems to give often taken up by its
stability to trade successor
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The area came to be marked by
Persian
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Empires were not very stable. This was partly due to

disputes and conflict over resources in various

regions



The Mongol empire of Genghis Khan and his
successors is a good example of how an empire could
be maintained by pastoral people for a long time and
with success.
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The Roman Empire

BITHYHNIA and FOMTUS

PISIDIA

AFRICA

Spreading across three
continents
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Religious and cultural

traditions developed
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Asia

37
wi

Ideas travelled across
continents
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Bananas introduced from Spartacus leads revolt of
100 - S0 | goutheast Asia to East Africa |about 100,000 slaves (73
BCE through sea routes BCE)
50 - 1 Cleopatra, queen of Egypt (51 | Building of Colosseum in
- 30 BCE) Rome
1-50CE
50 -100
Hero of Alexandria makes a Roman Empire
100 - 150 . .
machine that runs on steam |atis peak
150 - 200 Ptolemy of Alexandria writes
a work on geography
200 - 250
250 - 300
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DATES
Christianity Constantine becomes emperor, establishes city of
300 - 350 |introduced in |Constantinople
Axum (330)
350 - 400 Roman Empire divided into eastern and western
halves
Vandals from Roman Empire invaded by tribes from North and
Europe set up | Central Europe
400 - 450 |a kingdom in
North Africa
(429)
Conversion of Clovis of Gaul (France) to
450 - 500 | Christianity (496)
St Benedict establishes a monastery in Italy (526),
500 — 550 St Augustine introduces Christianity in England

(596), Gregory the Great (590) lays the foundations
of the power of the Roman Catholic Church
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550 - 600

Emigration (hijra) of some
600 - 630 | Myslims to Abyssinia (615)

Muslims Arabs sign treaty |Bede writes the History of
650 - 700 | With Nubia, south of Egypt |the English Church and
(652) People

700 - 750
750 - 800
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Rise of kinadom in Charlemagne, king of the

800 - 850 Ghana 9 Franks, crowned Holy Roman
Emperor (800)

850 - 900 F|_rst Russian states founded at
Kiev and Novgorod
Viking raids across western

900 - 950 Europe

950 - 1000
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Medical school set up in

1000 - 50 Salerno, Italy (1030)
Almoravid kingdom William of Normandy invades

1050 - 1100 (1056 - 1147) extends England and becomes king
from Ghana to southern [(1066) ; proclamation of the
Spain first crusade (1095)
Zimbabwe (1120 -
1450) emerges as a

1100 - 50 centre for production of

gold and copper
artefacts, and of long -
distance trade

Christian churches Construction of the

1150 - 1200 ) ) .. cathedral of Notre Dame
established in Ethiopia begins (1163)




EMPIRES ({1HTY)

(1200), kingdom of Mali in St Francis of Assisi sets up a
West Africa, with Timbuktu |monastic order, emphasising
as a centre of learning austerity and compassion
(1209); lords in England rebel
1200 - 50 against the king who signs
the Magna Carta, accepting
to rule according to law

Establishment of the

1250 - Hapsburg dynasty that
1300 continued to rule Austria till
1918
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Han empire in China, Bactrian Greeks and Shakas

development of the Silk | establish kingdoms in the
By sy iels Route from Asia to north - west; rise of the

Europe Satavahanas in the Deccan

Growing trade between
50 -1 South Asia, Southeast and
East Asia, and Europe

Jesus Christ in Judaea,
a province of the
Roman Empire ; Roman
invasion of Arabia (24)

1-50CE

Establishment of the
50-100 Kushana state in the
northwest and Central Asia
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Paper invented in China
100 -150 (118); development of the
first seismograph (132)

150 - 200
End of Han empire (221);
AU = Sasanid rule in Persia (226)
Tea at the royal court,
250 - 300 China (262), use of the

magnetic compass, China
(270)
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Chinese start using Establishment of the
300 - 350 stirrups while riding Gupta* dynasty (320)
horses*™
e Fa Xian travels from China
350 - 400 : to India (399)
400 - 450
450 - 500 | Aryabhata_, a_lstronomer and
mathematician
500 - 550
Buddhism introduced in Chalukya temples in
Japan (5694); Grand Canal |Badami and Aihole
550 — 600 to transport grain built in

China (584 - 618), by
5,000,000 workers over
34 years
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Tang dynasty in China Xuan Zang travels from

(618); China to India; Nalanda

Prophet Muhammad goes |emerges as an important
600 - 650 to Medina; the beginning |educational centre

of the Hijri era (622);
collapse of the Sasanian
empire (642)

Umayyad Caliphate (661 -
750)

650 - 700
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A branch of the Umayyads Arabs conquer Sind (712)
700 - 750 conquers Spain; Tang
dynasty established in China

Abbasid Caliphate
established and Baghdad

750 - 800 )
becomes a major cultural
and commercial centre
Khmer state founded in
el =tk Cambodia (802)
First printed book, China
850 - 900 (868)
900 - 950

950 - 1000 Use of paper money in China
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Ibn Sina, a Persian doctor, | Mahmud of Ghazni raids
writes a medical text that |the north - west; Alberuni
1000 - 50 iIs followed for centuries travels to India;
Rajarajesvara temple built
by Thanjavur

Establishment of the
1050 -1100 Turkish empire by Alp
Arsalan (1075)

First recorded display of Kalhana writes the
fireworks in China Rajatarangini

1100 - 50

Angkor empire, Cambodia,
1150 - 1200 |at its height (1180), temple
complex at Angkor Wat




Genghis Khan Establishment of Delhi
1200 - 50 consolidates power sultanate (1206)

(1206)

Qubilai Khan, Amir Khusrau (1253 - 1325)
1950 - 1300 grandson of Genghis introduces new_forms of

Khan, becomes poetry and music* ; Sun

emperor of China Temple at Konark




DATES
100 - 50 BCE
50 -1
1-50CE
50-100
100 - 150
150 - 200 B
200 - 250 N
250 - 300 — ACTIVITY
City - state of Teotihuacan | |y gy
established in Mexico, with ' :
i t los. M at least five
300 - 3350 pyramie tempies, vayan - evenls/processes
ceremonial centres* , procease:
development of astronomy, - that would have
pictorial script* | Involved the




—ones

350 - 400 . movement of |__ |
400 - 450 | peoples across
reglons/ —
450 - 500 continents, What | |
500 - 550 would have been
the significance | ——
550 - 600 of these events/ | |
600 - 650 1 processes?
\ J—
650 - 700
700 - 750
750 - 800
800 - 850
850 - 900
900- 950
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First city is built in North Maori navigator from

950 - 1000 America (c. 990) Polynesia ‘discovers’
New Zealand

1000 - 50
Sweet potato

1050 - 1100 (orlglr_lally from S‘fouth
America) grown in the
Polynesian islands

1100 -1150

1150 - 1200

1200 - 50

1250 - 1300
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Roman historians have (@) Texts, (%) wsa wrl;

. (b) Documents and (@) Ya@ AT
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Two empires Rome and Iran
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Fought against
each other
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Separated only by a Europe and Africa are
narrow strip of land separated by a sea
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EHRANEAN SEA

Danube Rwer

SAHARA‘DESERT i
S | ‘

Two great rivers, the
Rhine and the Danube
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Desert called the Sahara
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Iran controlled the whole area south of
the Caspian Sea down to eastern Arabia
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Roman Empire Two phases, ‘early’
91 919 and ‘late’
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Roman Empire
9 9T

Roman Empire was culturally
much more diverse than that of

Iran
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and cultures
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Many languages were
spoken

3% ¢ el st off
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Purposes of
administration Latin
and Greek
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East spoke and West in Latin

wrote in Greek qfygq ofadt o
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Empire were subjects of
a single ruler, the
emperor
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Emperors were judged by how they
behaved towards the Senate
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Was the army

a1 et

Next to the emperor
and the Senate, the
other key institution
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Romans had a paid professional
army where soldiers had to put
in a minimum of 25 years of
service
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Soldiers would constantly

agitate for better wages and
service conditions
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The Republic was the name for a regime in which
the reality of power lay with the Senate
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An Empire Across Three Continents

body dominated by a small
group of wealthy families who
formed the ‘nobility’. In practice,
the Republic represented the
government of the nobility,
exercised through the body
called theSenate
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A conscripted army is one
which is forcibly recruited
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Senate hated and feared

the army, because it was a source of
often- unpredictable violence
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The emperor, the aristocracy
and the army were the three
main ‘players’ in the political
history of the empire
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Succession to the throne was
based as far as possible on
family descent, either natural
or adoptive
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Extension of Roman Absdrbing a whole
direct rule series of ‘dependent’
AT U o 938 A Kingdoms
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All the territories of the
empire were organised into

provinces and subject to
taxation
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Roman Empire stretched from
Scotland to the borders of
Armenia, and from the Sahara
to the Euphrates
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There was no Answer lies In the
government in the urbanisation of the
modern sense empire
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Through the cities that
‘government’ was able to tax the
provincial countrysides which
generated much of the wealth of
the empire
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Upper classes who supplied
most of the cadre that
governed the provinces and
commanded the armies
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A city in the Roman sense
was an urban centre with its
own magistrates, city council
and a ‘territory’ containing
villages which were under its
jurisdiction
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=

Urban populations
also enjoyed a much

Public baths were a
striking feature of

Roman urban life higher level of
qrasii-eh M-8 H oh entertainment
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Internal strain

3MTdfleh dd

Empire found itself
fighting on several
fronts simultaneously
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Famous rock inscription cut in
three languages, Shapur |, the
Iranian ruler, claimed he had
annihilated a Roman army of
60,000 and even captured the
eastern capital of Antioch
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Wldespread Slaves were mcluded
prevalence of the in the family

nuclear family <Gl &t gfar 9
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wife did not transfer to her

husband’s authority

faare &1 &4 war o fh gt 3ruA

qfd =t A9t 99fd s&raikd T8t
foar &Ldl ot

Woman’s dowry went to

the Husband
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Woman remained a primary heir of her
father and became an independent
property owner on her father’s death.
Thus Roman women enjoyed
considerable legal rights in owning
and managing property
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There was an age gap
between husband and

wife
gfq 3R il & =
T 3TdU &1 &l AT

Divorce was relatively
easy
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Encouraged a certain
inequality
AN hl HS dQdl

Of casual literacy varied
greatly between different parts
of the empire
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Cultural diversity

Hi&hider Tafaydn

Diversity of religious cults and
local deities the plurality of
languages that were spoken
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Styles of dress and
Costume Food people ate
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9 "eTgiw § kel g WA

nucleated &l

# mlog linear
dh i &

dispersed
L

Forms of social
organisation
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Substantial economic infrastructure
of harbours, mines, quarries,
brickyards, olive oil factories, etc.
Wheat, wine and olive-oil were
traded and consumed in huge
quantities, and they came mainly
from Spain
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Spanish producers supplied
a better quality oil at lower
Prices

W oh IARhl A STYRITRd
$H SHdl W dgaX [urEdl
9Tl ddl ol

Big landowners from different
regions competed with each
other for control of the main
markets for the goods they
produced
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were all among the most
densely settled or wealthiest
parts of the empire

Empire included many regions
that had a reputation for

exceptional fertility
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As Roman estates expanded in
North Africa, the pastures of
those communities were
drastically reduced and their
movements more tightly
regulated
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Advances in water-powered milling
technology, the use of hydraulic
mining techniques In the

Spanish gold and silver mines
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Existence of well- Slavery was an
organised commercial institution deeply
and banking networks rooted
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Roman upper classes
were often brutal

_Slaves were an towards their slaves
Investment 3<d o1 oh @M <@ h
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Slave breeding or to
cheaper substitutes
such as wage labour
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e <Al YsTl

Free labour was

extensively used on
public works
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Because an extensive
use of slave labour
would have

been too expensive
-9 1 SgdEd I

d98d T Ysdl ol

Unlike hired workers, slaves had to be
fed and maintained throughout the
year, which increased the cost of
holding this kind of labour.
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The practice of encouraging
female slaves and their partners
to have more children, who
would of course also be slaves
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Presumption among employers
that without supervision no work Senators

would ever get done, so .
supervision was paramount
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‘Late Roman’ aristocracy was
enormously wealthy but in many
ways less powerful than the
purely military elites who came
almost entirely from non-
aristocratic backgrounds
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They comprised a rural labour force of
which many were permanently employed
on the large estates; workers in industrial
and mining establishments; migrant
workers who supplied much of the labour
for the grain and olive harvests and for
the building industry; self-employed
Artisans
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Monetary system of the late
empire broke with the silver-based
currencies of the first three
centuries because the Spanish
silver mines were exhausted and
government ran out of sufficient
stocks of the metal to support a
stable coinage in silver.
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New monetary system on gold

TR W enyria = wifse-gone



An Empire Across Three Continents

Roman bureaucracy, both the
higher and middle echelons, was
a comparatively affluent group
because it drew the bulk of its
salary in gold and invested much
of this in buying up assets like
land
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Great deal of corruption, Emperors were not free to do whatever
especially in the judicial system they liked, and the law was actively used

and in the administration of to protect civil rights
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‘Late antiquity’ is the term now
used to describe the final,
fascinating period in the
evolution and break-up of the
Roman Empire and refers broadly
to the fourth to seventh
centuries
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At the cI raI Iel, the period saw
momentous developments in religious life,
with the emperor
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Monetary sphere, where he introduced
a new denomination, the solidus, a coin
of 41/2 gm of pure gold that would in
fact outlast the Roman Empire itself.
Solidi were minted on a very large scale
and their circulation ran into millions
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Second capital at Surrounded on three
Constantinople sides by the sea
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Considerable investment in rural
establishments, including industrial
installations like oil presses and glass
factories, in newer technologies such

i O as screw presses and multiple water-
il "@?w pig l! mills, and in a revival of the long-
it M = ,2.:._ n'j'g.'g‘g'\!!i' | distance trade with the East
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The ruling elites were wealthier
and more powerful than ever
before
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Polytheist. That is, it involved a
multiplicity of cults that included
both Roman/Italian gods like

Jupiter, Juno, Minerva and Mars
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Other great religious tradition in
the empire was Judaism. But
Judaism was not a monolith
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9 "eTgiw § kel g WA

Monolith - literally a large block of
stone, but the expression is used
to refer to anything
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Christianisation - the process by
which Christianity spread among
different groups of the population
and became the dominant religion.
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Laity - the ordinary members of a
religious community as opposed to
the priests or clergy who have
official positions within the
Community
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War between Rome and Iran had flared
up again, and the Sasanians who had
ruled Iran since the third century
launched a wholesale invasion of all
the major eastern provinces (including
Egypt)
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Expansion of Islam from its
beginnings in Arabia has been

called ‘the greatest political
revolution ever to occur in the
history of the ancient world
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9 "eTgiw § kel g WA

RULERS EVENTS

27 BCE ‘Principate’ founded by
Octavian, now calls himself

Augustus
27 BCE-14 CE
Augustus, first C. 24-79 Life of the Elder Pliny;
Roman emperor dies In the volcanic eruption of
14-37 Vesuvius,which also buries the
Tiberius Roman town of Pompeii
98-117

66-70 The great Jewish revolt
and capture of Jerusalem by
Roman forces
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RULERS EVENTS

C. 115 Greatest extent of the
Roman Empire, following Trajan’s
conquests in the East

212 All free inhabitants of the

Trajan empire transformed into Roman
117-38 Th
) citizens
Hadrian
193-211

224 New dynasty founded in
Iran, called ‘Sasanians’ after
ancestor Sasan

Septimius Severus

250s Persians invade Roman
territories west of the Euphrates
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RULERS EVENTS

258 Cyprian bishop of Carthage
executed

260s Gallienus reorganises the

241-72 army

reign of Shapur |

in Iran 273 Caravan city of Palmyra
253-68 destroyed by Romans
Gallienus

297 Diocletian reorganises
empire into 100 provinces
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C. 310 Constantine issues new
gold coinage (the ‘solidus’)

312 Constantine converts to

284-305 Christianity

the ‘Tetrarchy’;
Diocletian main
ruler

312-37
Constantine
309-79 reign of
Shapur Il in Iran

324 Constantine now sole ruler
of empire; founds city of
Constantinople

354-430 Life of Augustine,
bishop of Hippo

378 Goths inflict crushing defeat
on Roman armies at Adrianople
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RULERS EVENTS

391 Destruction of the Serapeum
(temple of Serapis) at Alexandria

410 Sack of Rome by the

408-50 Visigoths

Theodosius |l

(compiler of the 428 Vandals capture Africa
famous

‘Theodosian Code’) 434-53 Empire of Attila the Hun
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RULERS EVENTS

493 Ostrogoths establish
kingdom in ltaly

533-50 Recovery of Africa and

490-518 Italy by Justinian

Anastasius

527'_6§ 541-70 Outbreaks of bubonic
Justinian plague

531-79 reign of
Khusro | in Iran 568 Lombards invade Italy
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C. 570 Birth of Muhammad

614-19 Persian ruler Khusro Il
invades and occupies eastern
Roman territories

622 Muhammad and companions
leave Mecca for Medina

610-41
Heraclius 633-42 First and crucial phase of
the Arab conquests; Muslim armies
take Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Iraq
and parts of Iran

661-750 Umayyad dynasty in Syria

698 Arabs capture Carthage
711 Arab invasion of Spain
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