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Badylon become an important
city, the term Bodylonia was used
for the southern region
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Assyrians established their
kingdom In the north, the
region become known as
Assyria.
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. | ARt Gradually replaced by Akkadian
First known language of the around 2400 BCE when
land was Sumerian. Akkadian speakers arrived
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This language flourished till Aramaic also trickled In.
about Alexander’s time (Aramaic) 99T &1 9 9931
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Similar to  Hebrew,  Stijll spoken in parts of
became widely spoken Iraq
after eh o $S W H Siell St @ |

fés & WM, 9] H AYh €Y 9
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Mesopotamia was important to
Europeans because of
references to it in the Old
Testament, the first part of the
Bible.
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Mesos, meaning middle, and potamos, meaning river.
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Mesopotamia and its Geography
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MAP 2: Mesopotamia:
Mountains, Steppe,
Desert, Irrigated
Zone of the South.
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Euphrates has entered the These channels flood
desert, its water flows out their banks
into small channels. FHi-FHl 3 9REBH H 9€
had el WraE o gdwn STdt ot |
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Functioned as Irrigation
Canals

- ELEN

Agriculture of southern Mesopotamia - . 3¢ .,
that was the most productive, even g== agl/ = i &
though the region did not have | Tis,. o
suffiecient rainfall to grow crops.
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Animals give us

Mesopotamian sheep and Produced meat, milk and
goats that grazed on the wool in abundance
steppe I A ® O, g9 IR

Hd AGr EE 7 gav & 7 oG TEg3N BT SeURHA
% dI5 3 S H  dIH
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Fish was available in rivers and date-palms gave fruit in summer

hd &l A ° 959 E oh 9% hy gre
Y dehi 98 ot @ |
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The Significance of Urbanism (I8{&I0T &1 Ha<d)

When an economy develops In
spheres other than food
production that it becomes an
advantage for people to cluster
in towns. Urban economics
comprise besides food W LAY
production, trade, manufactures & .F.
and services. gEh.

oiq Pl Ieiaawer § @™ SR ®
IFfaRea = st wffafRT el
B9 ol B 99 Rl e WM W
@ &I Od §¢ Ol & | SO
Hog®d P 99 o & U
gRReIfd § AN &7 & d $PHg <&
S99 fow BrRIcHe g B 2
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The Significance of Urbanlsm (WUT $T HE<a)
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The division of labour is . .
mark of urban life require the keeping of

- fauTeT sred-saa written records.
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The Warka Head

[This woman's head was sculpted in
white marble at Uruk before 3000
BCE. [he eyes and eyebrows would
probably have taken lapis lazuli
(blue) and shell (white) and
bitumen (black) inlays, respectively.
There is a groove along the top of
the head, perhaps for an
ornament. This is a world-famous
piece of sculpture, admired for the
delicate modelling of the woman's
mouth, chin and cheeks. And it was
modelled in a hard stone that
would have been imported from a
distance.

Beginning with the procurement of
stone, list all the specialists who would
be involvedin the production of such a piece of sculpture.
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Movement of Goods into Cities (3=d # A &t AENED)

Rich the food of Mesopotamia, its
mineral resources were few

G E-99gHE 9 fead W@t 99g ®© 8, 396
Jel " o-GaHrE sl 399 o |

Mesopotamians could have traded
their abundant textiles & agricultural
produce for wood, copper, tin, gold,
shell & various stones from Turkey and
Iran, or across the Gulf

IHHE & % A9iqiefyarR ol §99d: dsel,
Teorl Yt T SR A o WIEY-UR % A W il
T 9 foee fau & stom wuer sk sfw-s=a | 0
3AR &IhI A= 8 3= Faia & o |
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2.4
Efficient transport is

also important for

urban development
HI  UEed  oFdEql  Hi
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Cheapest mode of
transportation is,

everywhere, over water
qfiaed &1 999 &1 alishl
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The Development of Writing (@1 &dl &1 fas™)

Clay tablets ¢.3200 sce. Each

Writing of a script, we Sl i

ox. fish, grain, boat) and
mean that spoken i i
sounds are
represented In visible ox
signs.
9 o@q 41 faft & aR o9 § —U—

< &

od i Sl & 31 e m
? Swdafld wafEr, o g‘m &0 kur .
gehdl a feagl & w7 H m?&’”’
TRd H 9 e -

NUMBERS,
BOAT

I
Cuneiform syllabic
signs.
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Mesopotamians wrote So each transaction
on tablets of clay required a separate
agiqterfin & o fagt &l written tablet

yfeawret W faen #@ 9 T4 YR gi® 4} & fau <R

g8 foeaTr € Sl &, T 3
yfest &t SIed gidt ol |
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o We know so much more
This is why tablets Occur about Mesopotamia than

by the hundreds at do about

we
Mesopotamian sites contemporary India
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The System of Writing (@A YuTeit)
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Sound that a cuneiform But syllabus (say,-
sign represented was put-, or-la-, or —in-)
not a single consonant dfed &R (Syllables) ®id

g @ & fau F@ER T g (J9 st ¥ -put-, or
SRR fag &1 99 fear S la- or -in-)

o 98 Udh 3Thdll Ao a1 X
el &lar o1 |
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Literacy (Hm&rarn)

I

Very few Mesopotamians could reach and write

A & d9gd &H il Ug-for@ dhd o |
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The Use of ertlng (é@‘rr &I ‘;I'Eﬁ'lT)

Mesopotamian understanding
it was kingship that organised
trade and writing

HEigierfian &1 faarRam & 3gEr
gdgaq TS 14 & AR AR e
i AL i il

Storing mformatlon and of
sending message afar,
writing was seen as a sign of
the superiority of
Mesopotamian urban culture
e ™ I IHET HE IR
- HeH kI Wiyd df e &,
iy g 399 d9iuierfiar &t Il

G&hfd 1 Ipsdl &l ¥ #Ac
frerdt 21



WRITING AND CITY LIFE

Urnanisation in Southern Mesopotamian: Temples & Kings

(faroit AT w1 yEdwtr: "l SR =)

Gradually developed
A& § 9 e 1 TN around temples

Earliest cities emerged

9 St "l & =/ AR

U T ®9 o fam
fasrfad gul
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Earliest known temple was a small shrine made of unbaked
bricks. Temples were the residences of various gods: of the
Moon God of Ur, or of Inanna the Goddess fo Love and War

gad YBdll Jd AT Uk SIS-91 9T AT St hedl el &l &1
gan o wigy fafg= y&r & A -3aaen & fam e o, S
S 9% dar o1 3 T S 99 o gg &l 24t o)
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Constructed in brick, Agriculture was subject
temples became larger to hazards
over time $i H3 IR Fehel 9 o St

ufet g @ e W@ # SR o
Y % iU §8 Bid U
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. N |

| The earliest known

temple of the south,
c.5000 BcE (plan).

3ol garqieHar &1

| gag 99T 3T dilet-
TS 5000 3.9, (M) |
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Euphrates
h{d

Too much water one
vear and flood the
crops

qifde gmastt 9 fedt ad
Sgd SAI&I T 3T Sdn o |
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Change course altogether Villages were periodically

YIRIW 3T YT asd odl relocated
off | M HI-GHT G YA Tiud

feu 9 @ 2
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Man-made  problems Blocking the flow of
as well . water
sy IR AHa-fAfda arene gl T 98T Teh SIAl o |

Al 3 STt el
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s.potan R Victiorious chiefs began to

countryside saw repeated  offer precious booty to the
conflict over land and 9ods and thus beautify the

water community’s temples

dgqiefin & doblefid Qe fosial gfeEen q eimdt Al
¥ o iR 9t @ faw W Il W Ald ST
TR-9R ATS g & & Eh_{ﬁ?ﬂ g fo 9@ =
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Top: Basalt -

HANTR stele* showing a
TE;’F w bearded man twice.
(o) Wi § ﬁ?@’?] £ S Note hxg hem?band
= =7 e BT A and hair, waistband
T # 2TEs are sik A and long skirt. In the
W 4 5F 92, A 92T lower scene he attacks
3R TIa RE o et a lion with a huge bow
fewst (¥pe) @1 3fE and arrow. In the

= o 399 7 39 TF I scene above, the hero

Jfinally kills the
rampant lion with a
spear (c.3200 BcE).

s g =iy F
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Uruk also come to have
a defensive wall at a Agricultural tax, was

very early date compulsory

3%eh TR &l W oh ot 3Uh S HT 1 e o |
9 3 HIh! 98 & Th
g3e UTEi &1 < T ot |
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Life in the City (34 Sitaq)

Rulmg elite had emerge:
a small section of society
had a major share of the
wealth

TRI 1 IS FaTem o

Gch 3=d A1 GYTd 99 ol
A B T oI

Enormous riches

qgqcd dist
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Buried with some kings Nuclear family was the

and queens norm
et 3R U &t w9 w4 Tl IRER

AT QHITETAT |




Writing & City Life a3 &1 33 €

The father was the head of the family
fqar afar <1 qfEm
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When the wedding took place, gifts were exchanged by both
parties, who ate together and made offering in a temple.
When her mother-in-law came to fetch her, the bride was
given her share of the inheritance by her father. The father’s
house, herds, fields , etc., were inherited by the sons.

v faae &1 1 Q@ & S off, 79 A ga &1 SR ¥ IR I
AEH-9SH fvan Srar o1 3 @ Th 91y dohd HisH a9 3 fin
AfT A S "e 9gid 9| S9 99y 6l IRl UM o4 Al oft, 99 ay
#l 39h fua g0 SR @ &1 fewwm ] fSm wmar em faar &1 =R,
U, ©d 3N 3T Al bl fuerd o) 0
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Ur, one of the earliest cities
RN TR IRH g9 § 9 T TR
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Narrow winding Streets
indicate that wheeled carts
could not have reached
many of the houses

2el-Hel 9 "l T s T
S99 98 udr <oar = & ufgu
dareit mMieAl 98l % & S
de% &l 9gd Gchdl ot |

Irrgul"ar shapes of hos

plots also indicate and
absence of town planning

FAEER el dom 94 @
Y-GSl T Th ST HR
gii 4 I8 fised  freharan
TR-f=eA &1 9gfa o1

SHIT AT
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W

Supersitions
AYfagar™y

Light come into the rooms not from windows but from
doorways opening into the courtyards: this would also have
given families their privacy

U0 & I Ut fasfeal € &, dfch 37 @R @
At e S S A Tem $id &l 3HE W @ uEr ® mMuetEar
(privacy) #t &=l @dl il
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Raised threshold brought
wealth

WH - JAWAE GHt o
gfrhtstt W feret faerdt eft

-

A front door that did not
open towards another
house was lucky

g 1 G IR gt
TR & WX Hl AR A o dl
€ THPT YSH Sl 2|
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But if the main wooden door The wife would be a

of a house opened out\n!ards torment to her husband
cifehs 3R =R &l cThal ol Tt o1 ufq & fou
& @R (Hi T SR A AU T HROT AT

EeThy) d@L hl 3R Gl |
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Town cemetery at Ur in which the graves of royalty found
N A TEfgR & fau Tt swfgsaq o, S9d Imgesl qe
SH-GTYROT st GHITYM™T 918 TS |
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A Trading Town in a Pastoral Zone (WER® &3 ®# Th AMNS TR)

Not on the Southern Plain
Mari with its highly productive
Ol TR agriculture
<faror & 39 W wm #®
Qe TXq it off |



Writing & City Life 9ua =1 vreta 9

Agriculture & animal rearing
were carried out close to
each other in this region

A7 o "dt R gy
-9 deld 91 O T
T a9 qt feua IR yERS
i € T @ @i 8id 2

Most of its territory was
used for pasturing sheep
and goats

39 U9 1 SIfHEier 9m
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Herders need to exchange

young animals, cheese, leather There are may be conflict
and meat in return for grain, frart qunr TefE &+ o9 +E
metal tools, etc d” 3 8 9 )

IY[Ahl &l S9N, 91 &
e anfg st Sekd usdl off
d9 9 (U4 UREl den AR,
qUS] dUl WY A & &<cl I
4t 9T i 9|
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Shepherd may take his flock
to water across a sown field,
to the ruin of the crop

TS s 9 YA
de-ghfE &l faam +
fere siie gT @al ¥ TEIR
d 9 o foud feam =t
O Hl THAF dgadl o |

Herdsmen being mobile can
raid agricultural villages and
seize their stored goods

TeRE E@FERIY Bd 9 IR
%3 9R fRgEl & Td W
Ul dicish 3hl Sehel TR
Hid o€ dd o |
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- R 2N

Mesopotamian Society and Culture were thus open to
different people and cultures, and the vitality of the civilisation
was perphaps due to this intermixture

TEqterfaan 1 guS 3R 98T & G&hfd fa—=1-fa=1 gqgmEl &
it 3R Hepfaal & fau gell off ik gwga: fafw= wfaal
ddl 9YSEl & @i &% e fager 8 @ 987 & 9w™ar |
Sa-31fad 3ca— 81 TR
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The Palace at Mari of King Zimrilim

G -

e

—— -

Throne room

> - ,' !“. : ’

,m!ﬁ' |

L1l

B T 5
Audience hall (132)
nt

Inner court
(106)
-

Quter court (131)

T

Scribes' office with benches and clay bins for
storing tablets




Writing & City Life 9ua =1 vreta 9

s p— ~—4 2 "‘.":‘ ‘w— )
. NES PP ity N =
, . SN O = il
< ' AN T o T R
. nd G N - B '-'.1“ A ey H | ' ) .;" |
"WOf mp‘a AL Sham 5 d . = g ) ) £y | i ﬂ
)

b1 Kilchen | - AT — i
h . ’ - \ L i\
) m . . & o o ‘ u“ “ '.‘ I

Lavatory
and Bath {*’ :
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el el JPOUST IR S
AAAAL A b AAZA ANE AARALA R AR A AL A

king of Mari - king of Kish king of Akshak
(kled) ~ (captured) (escaped)

Kings of Mari Had to be vigilant
G U3l 9dsh Td HEu™

@ gsar o |
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Herders of various tribes
were allowed to move In
the kingdom, but they
were watched

fafg= SA-wnfaat & =@rst

& T H FGe-TE &l
golleTd df off, W=l 37 W Hat
TR @l Sl i

Trade - in wood, copper, tin,
oil, wine, and various other
goods that were carried in
boats along the Eurphates

A TIA-cAhSl, alal, T,

ddd, #feu 3R 3= &S Hel
&1 HIA A & SRU wyd A<t
% & o S0 SEr el
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WDy, J = - g

Boats carrying grinding
stones, wood, and wine and
oil jars, would stop at Mari
on their way to the
Southern cities.

ot TR @ foeR-feE @
e, Afeehdl, dhel AR I
ddr daf & W4 & S 9

A HRE H Sohl hid o |

Levy a charge of about
one-tenth the value of the
goods

39 M 984 i 9 3+ §
Igdl 3I9H W] UGl i HiUd
ST MHT 10 Yided 9iderd

aYgel hid 2|
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Barely came in special
grain boats

St T faviy feeq &t et
e | 1o O 1

Kingdom of Mari was not
militarily strong, it was
exceptionally prosperous

it T @fe gfie @ sa
gdd & o1, W AR 3R
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Cities in Mesopotamia Cultureddiuiefin Ghfa & =0 &1 A8

People of many communties Gilagamesh Epic

and cultures lived side by side ATNITHIT Tt
q 1. 3ﬁT . ﬁ 1.

% o I-9g @l S

o
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Was written on
Twelve tablets

I8 iy 12
yfewmet W faar
=T ol

: S s ) ; O ACE GO (FOF TR
Gilagamesh does not say that even
though he will die his sons will outlive
him, as a tribal hero would have done. He
takes consolation in the city that his

people had built
firiftieT, T SHASmEEt at)1 & @ 98 &l

®edl o IG&1 3d Ffted @ W sas T
Siiffad @ 3R 3§ TR &1 3FE ANl 39
ghR 38 3R TR 4 & i faerdl @ ford
39! R S < 4= 90
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Tablets with multiplication and
division tablets, square-root

tablets of compound interest .
The square root of 2 was given
as: 1+24/60 + 51/602 + 10/603

qAT &t difasid, Ot qen aeige
3R ahdfg =aS &1 RET
T 21 ST 2 % avige g8 fEa
T ®: 1+24/60 +51/602 + 10/603

Answer is 1.41421296, only
slightly different from the
correct answer, 1.414213556

3 1.41421296 BOM ST 39

el I 141421356 4
ter-ur & A= 21
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12 Months According to the revolution
12 g8 of the moon around the
earth

gedt & ARl 3R ASHT i
EIEC |
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12 O'clock

Hour |

5 minutes past
10 minutes past

45 minutes past
or quarter past

15 minutes past
or quarter past

40 minutes past 20 minutes past

35 minutes past 25 minutes past

30 minutes past

e hand or half past

Hour into 60 minutes
Tsh He &l 60 faae o

fadrsH

(>

;g 5}\,///Jﬂ~ ot Q} {fg%;fﬂ;/};

po=
§

s 1 aﬁ;«% Sou%)

; Zateg\ © J"l_
Mediterranean / tes ’ SN
Sea B ‘
Jericho
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TIMELINE

c. 7000-6000 ece Beginning of agriculture in the northern Mesopotamian plains
c. 5000 scE Earliest temples in southern Mesopotamia built
c. 3200 BCE First writing in Mesopotamia
c. 3000 BcE Uruk develops into a huge city, increasing use of bronze tools
c. 2700-2500 Bce Early kings, including, possibly, the legendary ruler Gilgamesh
c. 2600 BCE Development of the cuneiform script
c. 2400 BCE Replacement of Sumerian by Akkadian
2370 BCE Sargon, king of Akkad
c. 2000 BcE Spread of cuneiform writing to Syria, Turkey and Egypt;
Maril and Babylon emerge as important urban cenires
€.1800 BCE Mathematical texts composed; Sumerian no longer spoken
c.1100 Bce Establishment of the Assyrian kingdom
c. 1000 Bce Use of iron
720-610 BCE Assyrian empire
668-627 BCE Rule of Assurbanipal
331 BCE Alexander conquers Bablyon
c. 1st century cE Akkadian and cuneiform remain in use

1850s Decipherment of the cuneiform script





