
Definition of Wastewater 

Wastewater refers to water that has been used and contaminated through various 
human activities. It contains a mixture of organic, chemical, and biological pollutants 
that pose risks to human health and the environment. Proper treatment is essential 
before it can be released back into natural water bodies or reused. 

Types of Wastewater 

i. Household Wastewater (Domestic Wastewater)

 Originates from residential areas (washing, bathing, cooking, sanitation).

Contains soap, detergent residues, food particles, grease, human waste, and
other contaminants.

Can contribute to environmental degradation and waterborne diseases if
untreated.

ii. Industrial Wastewater

Produced by manufacturing and industrial processes.

Contains harmful chemicals, heavy metals, hydrocarbons, and other pollutants.

Often includes non-biodegradable substances, making treatment crucial.

iii. Agricultural Wastewater

Comes from farming activities, including irrigation runoff and livestock waste.

Contains excess nutrients (nitrogen, phosphorus), pesticide residues, and
organic waste.

Can cause eutrophication, harming aquatic ecosystems and water quality.

Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) - Process Breakdown 

A WWTP removes harmful contaminants from wastewater through three main 
treatment stages: 

i. Primary Treatment: Removing Solid Waste

Screening: Removes large objects (coins, rags, plastic, sticks) using bar or mesh
screens.

Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP)



Grit Removal: Slows down water flow to allow heavy particles (sand, grit,
stones, glass) to settle and be removed.

Sedimentation: Uses gravity to separate solid waste (sludge) from floating
impurities (scum).

ii. Secondary Treatment: Biological Decomposition

Focuses on breaking down organic matter using aerobic bacteria. 

Aeration Tanks: Maintain oxygen levels to enhance bacterial activity and
decompose waste.

Biogas Production: As a byproduct of bacterial digestion, biogas is generated
and used as an energy source.

iii. Tertiary Treatment: Chemical and Disinfection Processes

Ensures complete removal of microorganisms and chemical pollutants. 

Disinfection Methods: 

 Chlorination (kills bacteria and viruses).

 UV treatment (eliminates pathogens without chemical residues).

Treated water is safe for discharge into natural bodies or reuse in agriculture and 
industry. 

Uses of Treated Water and Sludge 

i. Fertilizer and Landfill Applications

 Sludge is nutrient-rich and used in agriculture to enhance soil fertility.

Can also be used in land reclamation and restoration projects.

ii. Improvement of Soil Quality

Provides organic matter to improve soil structure, moisture retention, and
nutrient availability.

Supports sustainable farming practices.

iii. Biogas Production and Energy Generation

Anaerobic digestion of sludge produces biogas, a renewable fuel for cooking,
heating, and electricity generation.

Reduces dependence on fossil fuels and supports clean energy initiatives.



Importance of Wastewater Treatment 

 Prevents water pollution and environmental degradation.

Protects human health by reducing waterborne diseases.

Promotes sustainability through water recycling and resource recovery.

Supports industries and agriculture by providing treated water and
bioresources.


