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Subtraction on Number Line 

 

Subtraction of numbers using the Number Line 

We know that subtraction means ‘taking away’. 

The number being subtracted is called the subtrahend, the number from which it 
is subtracted is called the minuend and the result is called the difference. 

Let’s now subtract 4 from 15 on the number line. We do it by counting 
backwards. First jump on the first number and then count backwards. 

 

 

     0   1    2    3    4     5    6    7    8     9   10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20 

 
 

                                     

   15  –  4   = 11            Difference    15 – 4 =     

 

Minuend       
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