In this chapter we shall
discuss the role of
international organisations
after the collapse of the
Soviet Union. We shall
examine how, In this
emerging world, there were
calls for the restructuring of
international organisations
to cope with various new
challenges including the rise
of US power. The potential
reform of the United Nations
Security Council is an
interesting case of the
reform process and its
difficulties.
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We then turn to India’s
involvement in the UN and
its view of Security Council
reforms. The chapter closes
by asking if the UN can play
any role in dealing with a
world dominated by one
superpowetr. In this chapter
we also look at some other
transnational organisations
that are playing a crucial
role.
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WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?

During June 2006, Israel S 2006 % IE T5REA A
attacked Lebanon, saying Ao W Ul fRATl SAhT Hhel
that it was necessary to oAl foh IYARI e fesTgecie W
control the militant group a3 @ o fau sqar I8l
called Hezbollah. Large 21 9 ge B 3 A "R
numbers of civilians were MU HS GraSTE ARG SR
killed and many public ferasit Toeh SoRISel SHa &1

buildings and even T ¥ U TE T ¥ T
residential areas came under ; -

Israeli bombardment. The UN ?;;z P agfq oS Wﬁﬂ
passed a resolution on this S N RN

only in August and the Israel '
army withdrew from the a9 & Fhil A A ST 39

region only in October. Both Gehd | HYF TCHH IR 3Tk

these cartoons comment on nmﬁa i qint W oo
the role of the UN and its w2

Secretary-General in this
episode.




WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?

Read the two cartoons T 3R 39 W& _oh HhRA R
on this page. Both the foogforr & 4 gt 3T 8™
cartoons comment on TSI

the ineffectiveness of T & RREIIU il
the United Nations Al qﬁr&" kil FIEI@
Organisation, usually HE YUl AU HIST HH
referred to as the UN, in ST 2l 311IH=I E[ ' e
the Lebanon crisis In S 9 39 989 i favg

2006. Both the cartoons
represent the kind of T oh dgd-d o' Th

opinions that we often ﬂﬁﬁlﬁ |
hear about the UN. 31 °4Hd e




WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?

On the other hand, we also I8 3 3Th1 ok |
find that the UN is generally siifa 3T wifg o gfg
regarded as the most Sl 1 39N T 9dish
important international %l = wqE U=y 34
organisation in today’s N
world. In the eyes of many

people all over the world, it LY, F&T TH < arn

is indispensable and % foar ved @ f9= g9
represents the great hope YIS e hIHhIS <l

of humanity for peace and R L 3 RS

progress. Why do we then
need organisations like the
UN? Let us hear two
Insiders:



WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?

“The United Nations was ‘YHd TCHH hl TS

not created to take HHEIdl i

humanity to heaven, but to @l A o fau T8

save it from hell.” — Dag dfes 39 T 4

Hammarskjold, the UN’s J9M o fau g 21"

second Secretary-General. - 27 tdies; g
T

%A@i Herafad



WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?

‘“Talking shop? Yes, there
are a lot of speeches and
meetings at the U.N.,
especially during the
annual sessions of the
General Assembly. But as
Churchill put it, jaw-jaw is
better than war-war. Isn’t it
better to have one place
where all... countries in the
world can get together,
bore each other sometimes
with their words rather
than bore holes into each
other on the battlefield?”
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WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?

— Shashi Tharoor, the — TP U8 Yk TEHH
former UN Under- 9 gresfeh g 3k
SecretaryGeneral for H9R o qd
Communications and 3R gfag

Public Information.



WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?

These two quotes 4 < ST Toh Hew Ul S
suggest something $1 T S H o
important. International AU I3 B Hsd i
organisations are not the g4l &l wfe d Agwqul
answer to everything, ST® B AAURE GeH Is
but they are important. atk

International oiifd o Amaell ¥ Hee
organisations help with ¥ 3 29 = gEEa a9 Y

matters of war and
peace. They also help
countries cooperate to
make better living
conditions for us all.
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WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?

Countries have conflicts e & &= HAIE 3R
and differences with wTe Bid ©, Afhd 3R
each other. That does not Adds 98 &l foh 3R
necessarily mean they F-faag &+ SR 9
must go to war to deal TH-g@R @ g5 o o
with their antagonisms. TgH e 9 faue &
They can, instead, qOell W Sl HY Hohd
discuss contentious . o wrifegol
iIssues and find peaceful ¢ SR HH u

: _ YUY 46 Tha 81 a&a:
solutions; indeed, even - Y ok fasat

though this is rarely \
noticed, most conflicts 1 AN 19 '\' R i
foanr Sar 2, ofe 98 =

and differences are

resolved without going to T 929 @ f99 W wm
war. € STl 2|




The role of an
international
organisation can be
important in this context.
An international
organisation is not a
super-state with
authority over its
members. It is created by
and responds to states. It
comes into being when
states agree to its
creation. Once created, it
can help member states
resolve their problems
peacefully.

WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?
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International organisations
are helpful in another way.
Nations can usually see
that there are some things
they must do together.
There are issues that are
so challenging that they
can only be dealt with
when everyone works
together. Disease is an
example. Some diseases
can only be eradicated if
everyone in the world
cooperates in inoculating
or vaccinating their
populations. Or take global
warming and its effects.

WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?
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WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?

As temperatures rise
because of the increase Iin
greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere, there is a
danger that sea levels will
also rise, thereby
submerging many coastal
areas of the world including
huge cities. Of course, each
country can try to find its
owhn solution to the effects
of global warming. But in
the end a more effective
approach is to stop the
warming itself. This
requires at least all of the
major industrial powers to
cooperate.
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Unfortunately,
recognising the need for
cooperation and actually
cooperating are two
different things. Nations
can recognise the need
to cooperate but cannot

always agree on how best

to do so, how to share
the costs of cooperating,
how to make sure that
the benefits of
cooperating are justly
divided, and how to

ensure that others do not

break their end of the
bargain and cheat on an
aareement.

WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?
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WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?

With the end of the Cold War, we Yiags o 3d o 9% I HYH

can see that the UN may have a Tz ISt STerT it e wehdle
slightly different role. As the — B9 Tl 3THF X Thd B
United States and its allies IMAFBIN ST ©H o <3 faoia
emerged victorious, there was et SW &1 T § ogd I A 3R
concern amongst many ER ! 39ad <t Foar gar @ ©

governments and peoples thatthe ¢ o 55 IR W uier <u
Western countries led by the US a7 hde &1 SIAT 6 SRl

would be so powerful that there el STehiEel T ST HE
would be no check against their
wishes and desires. Can the UN
serve to promote dialogue and
discussion with the US in

3T BN F G TG 3THdhI
% HIY Gag 3R <= W SR 8l
Gehdl @ 3R 1 I8 TS

particular, and could it limit the STH TR I dishd W AU W
power of the American W %7 [ 37' el o IW ™
government? We shall try to o d § @i

answer this question at the end of
the chapter.



The First World War
encouraged the world to
invest in an international
organisation to deal with
conflict. Many believed
that such an organisation
would help the world to
avoid war. As a result, the
League of Nations was
born. However, despite its
initial success, it could
not prevent the Second
World War (1939-45).
Many more people died
and were wounded in this
war than ever before.

EVOLUTION OF THE UN
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EVOLUTION OF THE UN

The UN was founded as a ‘ST 3T AT o SOt

successor to the League % ®7 § GIId T i

of Nations. It was T g2 | SR favags &l
established in 1945 g & qd 915 99 1945 A
immediately after the = Toifa fRam TR 51 ou

Second World War. The
organisation was set up
through the signing of
the United Nations

SR G U & =9I
W IEEd HH oh 9y 39
3T &1 TIYAT & T2l <

Charter by 51 states. It W @ T‘ﬁ_“' SINEEIE
tried to achieve what the HE' TR e o 39
League could not w2 fe@r =1 Hifee gg
between the two world TegHE |

wars. The UN’s objective
Is to prevent
international conflict and

to facilitate cooperation
amond <tatec



EVOLUTION OF THE UN

It tried to achieve what the
League could not between the
two world wars. The UN’s
objective is to prevent
international conflict and to
facilitate cooperation among
states. It was founded with the
hope that it would act to stop
the conflicts between states
escalating into war and, if war
broke out, to limit the extent of
hostilities. Furthermore, since
conflicts often arose from the
lack of social and economic
development, the UN was
intended to bring countries
together to improve the
prospects of social and
economic development all over
the world.
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EVOLUTION OF THE UN

By 2011, the UN had 193
member states. These
includeed almost all
independent states. In the UN
General Assembly, all

members have one vote each.

In the UN Security Council,
there are five permanent
members. These are: the
United States, Russia, the
United Kingdom, France and
China. These states were
selected as permanent
members as they were the
most powerful immediately
after the Second World War
and because they constituted
the victors in the War.
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REFORM OF THE UN AFTER THE COLD WAR

The UN’s most visible qFd UCHH &1 9949 3fyeh
public figure, and the feen aten gt 980 3
representative head, is ITFHT 99

the Secretary-General. gfaffy werafas ahar )

The pres_ent Se’CI:etary- : f R R

General is Antonio

Guterres. He is the ninth 9% Y UZHE |
Secretary-General of the % 9 #erfaa ?1 3

UN. He took over as the HerEad &1 9% 1 SHedl 2017
Secretary-General on 1 %l 9Tl & 1995 4@
January 2017. He was the 2002 e Al o HEHAT
Prime Minister of Portugal v 5005 @ 2015 a% =z
(1995-2002) and the UN Jvig & FHER B ﬁWﬁT"

High Commissioner for 2
Refugees (2005-2015) .



EVOLUTION OF THE UN

The UN consists of many Y ULHH %1 &3 wramn ik
different structures and wifEar 21 95 2w o o9 g SR wnfa
agencies. War and peace and ae oR-faiy 9 39 991 | ot =i sl ©
differences between member 3R gRam ufog o | wmfse ok enfefe
states are discussed in the qel @ feed o fau «f wifgar @ fod
General Assembly as well as the favg @Wrea g (I

Security Council. Social and 2eY MR- %), GYad ULHY faam

economic issues are dealt with FRIFHT (FARES AT SaAHE

by many agencies including the  gym_), gysq u=yy aFafuysR SR
World Health Organisation (WHO), (AT AVH TAT TGEH HIH - D),
the United Nations Development ‘v‘l'?ialﬂ T e SsarE (e v
Programme (UNDP), the United ¥ e )

Nations Human Rights R R - oY), WIE T
Commision (UNHRC), the United :;Rq (e gﬁ;vﬁis “r@wj)a

Nations High Commission for
Refugees (UNHCR), the United SR WL T Wi, s oo

Nations Children’s Fund AEpia® WIS (AMEES AR TIherd,

: - v TS Heald
(UNICEF), and the United Nations .
Educational, Scientific, and ARSI - i) wifie €

Cultural Organisation (UNESCO),
among others.




One major problem of the League of Nations was the
lack of division of responsibility, no way to coordinate
military or economics actions between countries.

UN was created with 5 major ‘organs’ to avoid these
iIssues

The Security Council

The General Assembly

The Secretariat

The Economic and Social Counsil
The International Court of Justice

** The United Nations Trusteeship Council ( is
currently inactive)



The Secretariat

*+* Function:

= [t provides studies, information, and facilities needed by United
Nations bodies for their meetings.

= It also carries out tasks as directed by the UN Security council, the
UN General Assembly, the UN Economic and Social Council, and
other U.N. bodies

s Composition :

= The United Nations Secretariat is headed by the Secretary-General,
assisted by a staff of international civil servants worldwide.

*+ Working

= Each UN member country is enjoined to respect the international
character of the Secretariat and not seek to influence its staff.

= The secretary-General alone is responsible for staff selection.



General Assembly

* Functions :
= To oversee the budget of the United Nations,

= Appoint the non-permanent members to the
Security Council

= Receive reports from other parts of the United
Nations

= Make recommendations is the form of the General
Assembly Resolutions

 Composition : Made up of every country in the
United Nations

+» Head : President of the United Nations General
Assembly



General Assembly

+*Working :

= [ts composition, functions, powers, voting, and
procedures are set out in chapter IV the United

Charter
=Every country gets one vote

= On important questions, a two-thirds majority of
those present and voting is required.

= Cannot make binding decisions. All agreements are
only recommendations

* The recommendations of the General Assembly are
seen as the moral authority In international disputes



The International Court of Justice
* No. of Judges : 15 elected judges

»Jurisdiction : Worldwide, 192 State Parties

*Working :

= [ts purpose is to adjudicate disputes among
states.

= Case related to war crimes, illegal state
interference and ethnic cleansing

= Participation by states is optional, but if a state
choose to go, the decisions made by the court are
binding

= Also provides advisory opinions to other organs
upon request



“*Function :

= Responsible for maintaining international peace and security
s Composition :

= 5 pemanent ( US, Britain, France, Russia, China)

* 10 non-permanent

“+ Head : Rotates between members

*Working :

* make binding decisions about international disputes

* Recommend mediations, send peacekeeping missions, impose economic
sanctions and arms embargos

= Decisions must be passed by 9/5 members and all of the 5 pemmanent
members

* A negative vote, or veto, also known as the rule of “ great power unanimity
“, by a permanent member prevents adoption of a proposal



The Economic and Social Council

*+ Function: It is responsible for coordinating the economic, social and related
work of 14 UN specialized agencies, their functional commissions and five
regional commissions

 Established : 1945

*+ Head : President of ECOSOC ( six month term)
s Composition :

= ECOSOC has 54 members

*+ working :

* it holds a four-week session each year in july

= Since 1998, it has also held a meeting each April with finance ministers
heading key committees of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (
IMF ).

1) Also works with non-govemmental bodies, making it a key connection
between the UN and civil society

2) Oversees set up of organizations to address economic and social issues
internationally



WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?

Let us look at both ST, A <l &l v ok
sets of reforms, with Q¥ ®
an emphasis on TR JAgIY| 39 == 7 gu
reform of the SIS K
structures and giana 3 gfsharm gurt

processes. T ]



EVOLUTION OF THE UN

The UN was established in Yok TULHH i TATYAT T
1945 immediately after the [ELEREH & dohldl dlS O 1945 o
Second World War. The way gd offl 3 g & 9% fawa

it was organised and the TefT F St gearear of St %

way it functioned reflected ,
the realities of world politics T3¢ S0 TS &M SR gk

after the Second World War. FTHDT d Tohreile foava TerHifa

After the Cold War, those i afeehary Herehdl off | s
realities are different. Here Shelg 4 H=d8dl 95 T8 2l 1991
are some of the changes g T scaEl 4 8§ 9

that have occurred: The frafafea & — wifaaa 99 fa=r
Soviet Union has collapsed. T ST TEY SR arhaat O

The US is the str:ongef;t 15 oo & S
power. The relationship

between Russia, the 3R T o «t9 3 oY FE)

successor to the Soviet ST UM & |

Union, and the US is much
more cooperative.,




REFORM OF THE UN AFTER THE COLD WAR

China is fast emerging as a 49 9€1 it 9 T Uerifad o
great power, and India also is ®q 4 IW W 8; 9Rd ot dsit @
growing rapidly. The economies =g fEem ¥ snrax 21 wivEn &+

of Asia are growing at an STy AT

unprecedented rate. Many new = @ WEE B D) sHE U

countries have joined the UN (as , RN .
they became independent from AW HIF s | wnihe g @

the Soviet Union or former (3 3 wifqaa @9 9 AR g
communist states in eastern 391 & 31yen qdf Iq9 & qaqd
Europe). A whole new set of qraret °91 ©)1 fava & g
challenges confronts the world ﬂ—,ﬁﬁpﬁ # TH @ =i wE
(genocide, civil war, ethnic (SFEER, IS,
conflict, terrorism, nuclear o . : —

proliferation, climate change, ,
environmental degradation, STy ? SaErd, qateRen &t s,

epidemics). Teml) HiSE R




In this situation, in 1989,
as the Cold War was
ending, the question
facing the world was: is
the UN doing enough? Is
it equipped to do what is
required? What should it
be doing? And how?
What reforms are
necessary to make it
work better? For the past
decade and a half,
member states have
been trying to find
satisfactory and practical
answers to these
questions.

REFORM OF THE UN AFTER THE COLD WAR
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REFORM OF STRUCTURES AND PROCESSES

While the case for

reform has widespread

support, getting
agreement on what to
do is difficult. Let us
examine the debate
over reform of the UN
Security Council. In
1992, the UN General
Assembly adopted a
resolution. The
resolution reflected

three main complaints:

guR g4 918y — 39 99
W A% Geufd @ dferd
gYR hd fhar ST &1 08
o1 81 39 R Heufd Ew
T qf¥hal 31 F8T &9 g
TUSHS hT FRaT 9o A
UR W I 989 61 oSt
949t w3 11992 H GIH
qgd &l ™ 9971 4 Teh
&g Withd g3l J&d |
a1 7= freral &1 s o




REFORM OF STRUCTURES AND PROCESSES
Y& 9o 3Td TSt

The Security Council no
longer represents
contemporary political
realities. Its decisions
reflect only Western
values and interests and
are dominated by a few
powers. It lacks
equitable
representation.
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REFORM OF STRUCTURES AND PROCESSES
In view of these growing dJaad U<da" & @iad o

demands for the CHGLE

restructuring of the UN, &} g sgdi g aim &
on 1 January 1997, the TR T Sad 1997 i

UN Secretary-General : : 5
Kofi Annan initiated an RSN a;.

inquiry into how the UN

should be reformed. Wrg fr guR H" HAT
How, for instance, Wi faae & dR W aE
should new Security f o gran afitug & AT
Council members be g5 94 9 9ifsu?

chosen?



REFORM OF STRUCTURES AND PROCESSES

In the years since then, the 3hch 1% oh il H geer qieg <l
following are just some of the TR 3R TRl TSE Al & fog
criteria that have been proposed  grEg ggu ) 1 § oo

for new permanent and frfefiag & TeId 37U i T AU

nonpermmanent members of the
Security Council. A new member, 1 H - | TS MUk qHd B

it has been suggested, should be: %{11%’@ N ag[ ﬁ:q diehd Bl =feq)
A major economic power A major I ULHH o <5 H TH <

military power A substantial ANEH <A 8l 9 e} o foes 9
contributor to the UN budget A 91 U= 81| 9§ THl 29 S a3
big nation in terms of its AFEIeRRl T M 5 3l 9 I8

population A nation that respects 3 T @ fe I i, s

democracy and human rights A )
country that would make the AR Gepfl & fererst A forea =it

Council more representative of faferran <t gl shear =N
the world’s diversity in terms of

geography, economic systems,

and culture clearly,



REFORM OF STRUCTURES AND PROCESSES

each of these criteria has some validity. Tt RS A T
Govermments saw advantages in some N TS T FS I T THER TR
criteria and disadvantages in others fed R TeUamigRl & e ¥ 3o
depending on their interests and FAfRR | RIS A FT B THARE
aspirations. Even if they had no desire T T @ g R #
to be members themselves, countries T F AU 355% A 1, 9% R @
could see that the criteria were ST Gehdl & FF 1 A o Rerd
problematic. How big an economic or | T oRE F weE & fau fed
military power did you have to be to 39 F) SR Ree 9t B TR
qualify for Security Council o STF U FRat S SRad
membership? What level of budget 3R A HE TR W TeRET ¥
contribution would enable a state to ase ¥ fra AEF Y e gun uReg
buy its way into the Council? Was a big H GEE S X G2 BE W
population an asset or a liability for a fova o w1 vfi P Y SIRW
country trying to play a bigger role in A A T qE S T

the world? If respect for democracy TIF T TREF? 3R AFhd 2R
and human rights was the criteria, AFAIRER & Rl TF & HOR |
countries with excellent records would A 39 Tl ¥ Yeaie R Al 29
be in line to be members; but would ! HAR o ST gl 78 © fh
they be effective as Council members? I ¥ 3w IRR F W F w7 H

ekl B2



REFORM OF STRUCTURES AND PROCESSES

Furthemmore, how was the matter of
representation to be resolved? Did equitable
representation in geographical terms mean
that there should be one seat each from Asia,
Africa, and Latin America and the Caribbean?
Should the representation, on the other hand,
be by regions or sub-regions (rather than
continents)? Why should the issue of
equitable representation be decided by
geography? Why not by levels of economic
development? Why not, in other words, give
more seats to members of the developing
world? Even here, there are difficulties. The
developing word consists of countries at
many different levels of development. What
about culture? Should different cultures or
‘civilisations’ be given representation in a
more balanced way? How does one divide the
world by civilisations or cultures given that
nations have so many cultural streams within
their borders?
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REFORM OF STRUCTURES AND PROCESSES

A related issue was to
change the nature of
membership altogether.
Some insisted, for
instance, that the veto
power of the five
permanent members be

abolished. Many perceived

the veto to be in conflict
with the concept of
democracy and sovereign
equality in the UN and

thought that the veto was
no longer right or relevant.

%3 fava =l WAl a1 9&hid o
YR T diehy hd @ Gehdl @
Sd b fodt e 8 U= oh "W
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WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?

In the Security Council, there are
five permanent members and ten
non-pemanent members. The
Charter gave the permanent
members a privileged position to
bring about stability in the world
after the Second World War. The
main privileges of the five
permanent members are
permanency and the veto power.
The non-permanent members serve
for only two years at a time and give
way after that period to newly
elected members. A country cannot
be re-elected immediately after
completing a term of two years. The
non-permanent members are
elected in a manner so that they
represent all continents of the
world.
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WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?

Most importantly, the gl WYl S91q I8 & o
nonpermanent members do ST Te= &1 del @i
not have the veto power. st T 3 R

What is the veto power? In

taking decisions, the theell 7AqH S SR B e
Security Council proceeds T IS Bl TF A *

by voting. All members have IfawR Bl 31 FEErd, T
one vote. However, the TSt § 9@ his U A
permanent members can fafaser (dE) =1 9=
vote in a neg?tive manner X THA & 3R =9 TE T3
so that even if all other et o | A% gwa 2

permanent and non-

permanent members vote Tot g T T :FIW'\I‘. 3R
for a particular decision, any I+ SRl ¥&&= 7 39 %

permanent member’s o 981 o HagH fear 8
negative vote can stall the

decision. This negative vote

Is the veto.



WHY INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS?

While there has been a move
to abolish or modify the veto
system, there is also a
realisation that the
permanent members are
unlikely to agree to such a
reform. Also, the world may
not be ready for such a
radical step even though the
Cold War is over. Without the
veto, there is the danger as in
1945 that the great powers
would lose interest in the
world body, that they would
do what they pleased outside
it, and that without their
support and involvement the
body would be ineffective.
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JURISDICTION OF THE UN

The question of membership is a serious one.
In addition, though, there are more substantial
issues before the worid. As the UN completed
60 years of its existence, the heads of all the
member-states met in September 2005 to
celebrate the anniversary and review the
situation. The leaders in this meeting decided
that the following steps should be taken to
make the UN more relevant in the changing
context. Creation of a Peace building
Commiission Acceptance of the responsibility
of the intemational community in case of
failures of national govemments to protect
their own citizens from atrocities
Establishment of a Human Rights Council
(operational since 19 June 2006) Agreements
to achieve the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) Condemnation of terrorism in all its
forms and manifestations Creation of a
Democracy Fund An agreement to wind up the
Trusteeship Council
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JURISDICTION OF THE UN

it is not hard to see that these are equally
contentious issues for the UN. What should
a Peacebuilding Commission do? There are
any nhumber of conflicts all over the world.
Which ones should it intervene in? Is it
possible or even desirable for it to intervene
in each and every conflict? Similarly, what is
the responsibility of the intemational
community in dealing with atrocities? What
are human rights and who should determine
the level of human rights violations and the
course of action to be taken when they are
violated? Given that so many countries are
still part of the developing world, how
realistic is it for the UN to achieve an
ambitious set of goals such as those listed In
the Millennium Development Goals? Can
there be agreement on a definition of
terrorism? How shall the UN use funds to
promote democracy? And so on.
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INDIA AND THE UN REFORMS

India has supported the
restructuring of the UN on
several grounds. It believes
that a strengthened and
revitalised UN is desirable in a
changing world. India also
supports an enhanced role for
the UN in promoting
development and cooperation
among states. India believes
that development should be
central to the UN’s agenda as it
Is a vital precondition for the
maintenance of international
peace and security.
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INDIA AND THE UN REFORMS

One of India’s major concerns HRd &l Th St f9dT YLE&M
has been the composition of  gfiyg %1 =T *H dHT 2

the Security Council, which REN-uieg &l 9= e

has remained largely static feor @ @ S gge
while the UN General ST ®T o9 991 B 95En
Assembly membership has @] G Ud 9e 21 HRd 6l
expanded considerably. India ;' 5 & ooy ween R
considers that this has ¥ Wawff*ﬂ;ﬁq 1
harmed the representative aift &5 31 wra &1 a9 & fb

character of the Security

Council. It also argues that an TS

expanded Council, with more 7R FE W TR A
representation, will enjoy sfafafrgas® e it 39

greater support in the world faga-fausdl 1 <=
community qHAq faetm




JURISDICTION OF THE UN

We should keep in mind that
the membership of the UN
Security Council was expanded
from 11 to 15 in 1965. But,
there was no change in the
number of permanent
members. Since then, the size
of the Council has remained
stationary. The fact remains
that the overwhelming majority
of the UN General Assembly
members now are developing
countries. Therefore, India
argues that they should also
have a role Iin shaping the
decisions in the Security
Council which affect them.
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JURISDICTION OF THE UN

India supports an increase in ARd G Ufog oh emEt 3
the number of both permanent TR, S &1 e oh 9]&l &l
and non-permanent members. e ® "ol &1 guefes @1 "id
Its representatives have argued 3; yfgfafiry

that the activities of the F1 qoh & 6 fod oo au o

Security C_ouncil have greatly et e 4 afafairal s e

expanded in the past few years. Ta1 1 qRE- TR % 9

The success of the Security .

Council’s actions depends upon TRl faga -l & ol W
freft 21 59 FRu gran ofeR &

the political support of the
international community. Any TTIST HI e AT SUF oA

plan for restructuring of the R 1 =ifen) faama & fae, sed
Security Council should, it F srden AR faswraEie

therefore, be broad-based. For @4 =ifgq]
example, the Security Council

should have more developing

countries in it.



JURISDICTION OF THE UN

Not surprisingly, India itself also wishes to be a 31w @i i 9Rd @ Wt Twiisd geen-uileg H
permanent member in a restructured UN. India & @Rl 9@ s 9©dl 21 9Rd fasa o g
is the second most populous country in the oS ST Il SE <9 € R | fovd i
world comprising almost one-fifth of the world  so-<gEn =1 1/541 e e = 21 36eh
population. Moreover, India is also the world’s i, s fersar w1 e /21 SAieha 21 9RG 3
largest democracy. India has participated in e TG ! T e Ueeiehefial § 9T
virtually all of the initiatives of the UN. Rsrole {2 [ T2y o il Sl S % gIEl
in the UN’s peacekeeping effortsisalong and 5 o3 o9 9 3 yiftren! FIo T T 81 g
substantial one. The country’s economic ufteg § R H TR O # JRRA SuRT o
emergence on the world stage is another Sfa 3 Fiifs 98 R A SRYE BoE ®
factor that perhaps justifies Indias claimtoa o oo o om0 3 o 3 SR T
permanent seat in the Security Council. India ¥ wo 3 Frfta ©9 Q@ o9 AER fon & 3?.;
has also made regular financial contributions e F o ST P & T T 3 Y 59
to the UN and never faltered on its payments. 3 ST & 7 gom RS § il S
India is aware that permanent membership of : e o 31 e v 5o  fr e

the Security Council also has symbolic o & Siqtet el § Ted 9e @ 1 frd 3

importance. It signifies a country’s growing
importance in world affairs. This greater status :}?ﬁaﬁ'. Hi &8 ? g BfPr 1 W ST fa
faetan =l

iIs an advantage to a country in the conduct of
its foreign policy: the reputation for being
powerful makes you more influential.




JURISDICTION OF THE UN

Despite India’s wish to be a 3R Ykl YRG Th dIhdak < & &Y
permanent veto-wielding member ¥ 2 q 3w ¢ A B WA
of the UN, some countries I%dl ¢ foh 9% G UG ) N
question its inclusion. oREE § Friifuer Go1 (o)

Neighbouring Pakistan, with which e 3 e :
. . _ , S R G uiieg o
India has troubled relations, is not S — Y fo s

the only country that is reluctant . .
to see India become a permanent 1 fos wekedt e € 7, foren

veto member of the Security qlq R WW.@ e,
Council. Some countries, for e g IR < A < € fr
instance, are concerned about Hl R GRS, T AR T weE 6
India’s nuclear weapons &9 # Wit 7 fopar ST frmrer < fere,
capabilities. Others think that its  $9 ¥ WRd o WY RRRT HI T
difficulties with Pakistan will fafia €1 3o oIk 3 & aFn § fR
make India ineffective as a qifeh - b 91 el H hisg o
permanent member. SR YRT TR G5 & ®9 § 3icHEl

@



JURISDICTION OF THE UN

Yet others feel that if India is %9 A W HT AA @ o
included, then other emerging SO g8 aihd o ®9 H 3
powers will have to be 29N HUSA STSitel ST, ST9e
accommodated such as Brazil, sk v = feqor ST 1 I

Germany, Japan, perhaps even e & g2 fager 3 2w

South Africa, whom they oppose. , .
There are those who feel that ferter ®5d 21 %o e &1 foer

Africa and South America must be & % TR g uftg # fweht
represented in any expansion of e 1 fomar giar @ at g tent

the permanent membership since 3ik sfaor  sHd®T & TR
those are the only continents not cfafafaca faem =few ==ifew

to have representation in the : . .
T[T gRen uieg § =i weRwm
present structure. Given these = ER .

concerns, it may not be very easy
for India or anyone else to become 99 &¢ ¥ 1 fael 3R W

a permanent member of the UN in & faq fwe afasr # wg+
the near future. L2Ye hl Y& Yo T TEl

GeE o I qi¥ehel ol @




THE UN IN A UNIPOLAR WORLD

Among the concerns about GYad ULEH oh @ld 3
the reform and yfrarstt o gurR @ &9 <9
restructuring of the UN has 1 g oren ot 9 @ ©

been the hope of some
countries that changes
could help the UN cope

3 aSadl 9 HYFd UCHH
Toh-4gdaia fava ® @l Hdst

better with a unipolar word GIg drehdeR 39 AR SHRT
in which the US was the iz TR gfagsr ot T&T —
most powerful country IR G ¥ HH I |
without any serious rivals. RN G TLIH (R
Can the UN §erve as a g & faeg GqeEN
balance against US syl Fren w47 a0 7w
o fe s e
between the rest of the A9 WalR HEH Hleh TR
world and the US and &l U A HH § TH
prevent America from Hohdl 22

doing whatever it wants?



THE UN IN A UNIPOLAR WORLD

US power cannot be easily 3H{®T &l died 9T 3EHET 4
checked. First of all, with STopeT T AT S Hehdl

the disappearance of the .
Soviet Union, the US el 9@t e fo difeaa @

stands as the only ®1 R ASEH A o et

superpower. Its military THAS WS =1 A9 99
and economic power allow 3R 27féf& aa & §d %

it to ignore US power g =2 9o fhdl 3=

cannot be easily checked. . q )
First of all, with the AT FIST HI SFIIEN HY

disappearance of the SETI
Soviet Union, the US

stands as the only

superpower. Its military

and economic power allow

it to ignore the UN or any

other international

organisation




THE UN IN A UNIPOLAR WORLD

Secondly, within the UN, the influence of <R, g% UHH & Hid¥ FAH{HT

the US is considerable. As the single %1 GE Y919 2| 98 Ggad UHY o

largest contributor to the UN, the US I9C ¥ g9 RN ATRE S drell 90
has unmatched financial power. The 21 {1 &1 fa<iiy dihd dsis 21 I8
fact that the UN is physically located Wl wh deq @ foh Yo ULEY SHdw]

within the US territory gives Washington 9-&5 ® feer@ 2 ok 3@ &Ror it
additional sources of influence. The US 3«1 &1 Y9@ 399 «¢ ST @1 9
also has many nationals in the UN LY & 3 AlhQe $8ch NS = |
bureaucracy. In addition, with its veto gqeh Afafad, 3R w1 &l o f&
power the US can stop any moves thatit i3 &9 33Uk s12En 3ueh Wil st
finds annoying or damaging to its o feal o oTqpa &l ® rudn amdieh
interests or the interests of its friends %l I8 Y&I9 7 54 ql 39 ‘o’ ¥ 98
and allies. The powerofthe USand its 3@ I% dwar 21 1wt diha 3R

veto within the organisation also ensure fHHIfY®R & ®RU GIH TLHH
that Washington has a considerable TeEfdd o 991 § i 31 &t d[
degree of say in the choice of the 9gd o T@Edt 81 AT 39t 39
Secretary General of the UN. The US dlehd <h §d 39 favd § e ST Hehdl
can and does use this power to “split” 2 3R srorar @, aifer STt ifadt &1
the rest of the world and to reduce fatiy 4 qg S|

opposition to its policies.




THE UN IN A UNIPOLAR WORLD

The UN is not therefore a great
balance to the US. Nevertheless, in a
unipolar world in which the US is
dominant, the UN can and has served
to bring the US and the rest of the
world into discussions over various
issues. US leaders, in spite of their
frequent criticism of the UN, do see
the organisation as serving a purpose
in bringing together over 190 nations
in dealing with conflict and social and
economic development. As for the rest
of the world, the UN provides an arena
in which it is possible to modify US
attitudes and policies. While the rest
of the world is rarely united against
Washington, and while it is virtually
impossible to “balance” US power, the
UN does provide a space within which
arguments against specific US
attitudes and policies are heard and
compromises and concessions can be
chaned.
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THE UN IN A UNIPOLAR WORLD

The UN is an imperfect body, but
without it the world would be worse
off. Given the growing connections
and links between societies and
iIssues—what we often call
‘interdependence’—it is hard to
imagine how more than seven
billion people would live together
without an organisation such as the
UN. Technology promises to
Increase planetary
interdependence, and therefore the
importance of the UN will only
increase. Peoples and governments
will have to find ways of supporting
and using the UN and other
international organisations in ways
that are consistent with their own
interests and the interests of the
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