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In this chapter... 39 3™ ...
In this last chapter we take a gg s1eqg ® 9 fusa <
synoptic view of the last two =9 1 AR TSR

decades of politics In India. o St
These developments are U i« Sie=i | &4

complex, for various kinds of Jafy & o Sfed fom &
factors came together to el TTI g hehl 1 Th

produce unanticipated ol At 3g safy o
outcomes in this period. gty aftonmy feu
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The new era In politics was
iImpossible to foresee; it is
still very difficult to
understand. These
developments are also
controversial, for these
involve deep conflicts and
we are still too close to the
events. Yet we can ask
some questions central to
the political change in this
period.

TS o 38 T R 1 TR 9
UM 3TN o7 3R 3 St 39 THEH
S Hic gl 39 W o S_ad T
T &, Fiifer s1oh A Ted &
$9 TRl 7Ol IS BY © SR 9 T«
3T 1 SRl 9 A gL @l S e
¢ & 3T @EY ® -9 W@
Toh| Tew@Ie 39 IR & YsHifen
el ! TR 89 D IR
el Y Ghd &
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e What are the implications of ®*7&a¥H &l JSHIfd o 38T I
the rise of coalition politics for gu diemdy W 1 3/ a1 2?2
our democracy? R HEAIHIl T 87 SH TSHiieh
e What is Mandalisation all

gfafifed o @ 6l T &4 o

about? In which ways will it
change the nature of political <<l e?

representation? ngSHIfde el o fole 9@

e What is the legacy of the TS 3TiReH 3R Sl TR

Ramjanambhoomi movement o0 X o fiprm 318 32
and the Ayodhya demolition T

for the nature of political "<TiicTd Al W T Hel-HeHid
mobilisation? G & T 3Rl TsHiifh

e What does the rise of a new fa&cdi o 999 o fole™ U =0
policy consensus do to the 3T g3 a7

nature of political choices?
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The chapter does not
answer these questions. It
simply gives you the
necessary information and
some tools so that you can
ask and answer these
questions when you are
through with this book. We
cannot avoid asking these
questions just because they
are politically sensitive, for
the whole point of studying
the history of politics In
India since Independence is
to make sense of our
present.

Ig ™ 3 Ydleli o A a8l
<N 39 3T T MUkl 8 Tl
gl @ T ¥ 3 $w qlis s
T E, difk S| 39 39 fhdE @l
AR ek UG of, il 3T I Hellel
U3 Toh 3R b S e Toh|
J garel TsHifae foee 9
Gageiia &, oferT 7 34 RO 9
T4 31 Galleli &l I8 9 o9 &l
Yehd| TS oF &% bl ARG
TSI o 3 sl 3TRER g
HhuS o I8 © for 89 o adam
%l 9usl Gobl
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Cont the 1990s

You have read In the Ilast
chapter that Rajiv Gandhi
became the Prime Minister
after the assassination of Indira
Gandhi. He led the Congress to
a massive victory in the Lok
Sabha elections held
immediately thereafter in 1984.
As the decade of the eighties
came to a close, the country
withessed five developments
that were to make a long-
lasting impact on our politics.

1990 T ST

3 fUse 3™ o ua o1 foh
R Tl ) BN & I Yo T
T S SR TRl @) g o
&3 [l 95 & 1984 & A &
I gUI Tsid Tt sl 3FER A
Y &l 39 g9 H 9 fas@
fieill 1980 o <3k b MR

o Ot B 39 § T U &S 54
3T, Skt SHRT 3T ki TSHId
R TR 3R TSN
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First the most crucial Tgell, 9 IR i Teh Ayl "l
development of this period 1989 o TAEl § HiE 3R 2|
was the defeat of the g 9T Y 1984 T SR
Congress party in the . . :

J par’y 415 Gie Siidr 4f 9% 39 g9 |

elections held in 1989. The . .
party that had won as many 9 197 §IiZ & Sild @il 1991 o

as 415 seats in the Lok & <R fiR weEEfy 9e gu SR
Sabha in 1984 was reduced S 3H SR G 3Thel YarRd
to only 197 in this election. :

The Congress improved its g T H S

performance and came back

to power soon after the mid-

term elections held in 1991.
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But the elections of 1989
marked the end of what
political scientists have
called the ‘Congress
system’. To be sure, the
Congress remained an
important party and ruled
the country more than any
other party even in this
period since 1989. But it lost
the kind of centrality it
earlier enjoyed Iin the party
system.

TB@Ie, 1989 H & 39 R &t
it 8 T o, S gt faar
AT @Y vssEedt H Rl Jorelt”
Fed o1 I8 91d ol ke o § T
S Th @yl UL o &Y U
HEM @ 3R 1989 o &1 ot 2|
R frdl 31 YRl o 9N 3Tl
A I & o @ wifeR,
T Yol o SfiaR Sl S 39
Tl o Al o eifae o, 99t 3@ |
i
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Second development was
the rise of the ‘Mandal
iIssue’ in national politics.
This followed the decision
by the new National Front
government in 1990, to
implement the
recommendation of the
Mandal Commission that
jobs in central government
should be reserved for the
Other Backward Classes.

U g1 a5l Y sHifd |
‘Hed e’ 1 33T 21l 1990 |
TSR Al &l T SR A 5edl
3T i TGN I <] foham S
faERel o6 Sidia waeE fohn T
for g TR ) AAwfEl § 3
fUser o’ ol 3T fear s
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This led to violent
‘antiMandal’ protests in
different parts of the country.
This dispute between the
supporters and opponents of
OBC reservations was known
as the ‘Mandal issue’ and
was to play an important role
in shaping politics since
1989.

TR o 39 PO 9 <9 o o=
I o Heo-foudt feas aseH
U 3 fUset o &l el ST
o rde 3N fRIRE & 9 =
forag A ‘Higel Y’ ST R
39 1989 o A% i TsFifd H
3RH firen R
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Third, the economic policy
followed by the various
governments took a radically
different turn. This is known
as the initiation of the
structural adjustment
programme or the new
economic reforms.

iy, fafi=T aeeRi 3 39 R H S
3nfien ifear 1R, 3 IFEE dr
R S5 gl 9l 39 e
HURISH hR—IhH 319 AT 3
GaR o W ¥ SFT TR
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Started by Rajiv Gandhi, 3Tt IEAT TS e &t TWHR
these changes first became g; gug g3 3k 1991 @& 3
very visible in 1991 and IS 5 Y 9 yEa U

radically changed the
direction that the Indian STa & X ¥ 3T T AR

economy had pursued since Jrefogaeen fom foem o =erdl emg
Independence. These policies ¢it, 98 31 7T 37feid gt o

have been widely criticised oy Hermt 31§ 9]« TR
by various movements and Tt anfels i 5 fafa=s
organisations. But the various _ . Yol stk wTe w1 w @

governments that came to
power in this period have NI STC=Hl §Z| TEWES 3

continued to follow these. afy # fSat 9&R a1, 9ad
Tt orféer Hifa W otHe SR
IdT|
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Fourth, a number of events
culminated in the demolition
of the disputed structure at
Ayodhya (known as Babri
Masjid) in December 1992.
This event symbolised and
triggered various changes in
the politics of the country
and intensified debates
about the nature of Indian
nationalism and secularism.
These developments are
associated with the rise of
the BJP and the politics of
‘Hindutva’

ate, geTe o s fgafaq
%1 gfiurfa e feea
faaifea ef= (I ufsg &
w9 4 yfag) o fawdqg & &9
" gzl T8 o1 1992 & fg@R
e o 92t 39 oS A 9T &1
UsHIfd o s 9fEdat &t <
fean it ST ydte &+ 39
T @ ORI U= 3
YH-RYI 9 989 o9 ol
RIS aScldl ol ¢ HSYl
& 339 3R fega =1 UsHIfa @
2|
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Finally, the assassination of
Rajiv Gandhi in May 1991
led to a change In
leadership of the Congress
party. He was assassinated
by a Sri Lankan Tamil linked
to the LTTE when he was on
an election campaign tour
in Tamil Nadu. In the
elections of 1991, Congress
emerged as the single
largest party. Following
Rajiv Gandhi’s death, the
party chose Narsimha Rao
as the Prime Minister.

59 faafad =t stifEd = 4@
e f& o 1991 o Usia el =t
Bl AT 3 T IR hoh
IfOOME®Y %119 el & Aqc
o gftgds gam Ui el g
AfaH & faerfae 4 aftenrg
& 3R W A q+ft foee @ 92
Acihls affell | ITHT TAT B
gt 1991 o gAEl 8 HiUd
g9 dst faset el o ®9 8
gr 3| Tsitg et @t g
& 9] HIUY et 4 g ua
&l gUEHAT A
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Era of Coalitions MSHLH kT I
Elections in 1989 led to the 939 & Il § H1U9 9l &t
defeat of the Congress TR &2 ot Afr sgHT Hads

arty but did not result in a X
pind 7 T&f ? T fonelt qudt wied

majority for any other party. .
Though the Congress was %l 39 g9 H SgHd fAaer T
the largest party in the Lok 1l %109 39 4t dihddr #

Sabha, it did not have a gy a8l el off, wifes s(gaa

clear majority and T & g foqer A
therefore, it decided to sit
’ aed T hygen T

in the opposition.
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The National Front (which
itself was an alliance of
Janata Dal and some other
regional parties) received
support from two
diametrically opposite
political groups: the BJP and
the Left Front. On this basis,
the National Front formed a
coalition government, but the
BJP and the Left Front did
not join in this government.

T A &t (I8 9=t Sqar
qd 3N FB 3 AT Tl
&t ey a9 1 o1) TWER
faes st UsHifas TRl -
qeqT 3R oM 19 - 4 gaed|
< 399U & STUR W
T A=t Tk TEdEH
R a1, dfpd 399 e
IR am 9 3 fIewd T8 &
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Decline of Congress &1 &l
The defeat of the Congress qdq 109 1 R 5 91
party marked the end of qRa F o g § IgFT

Congress dominance over 4 .

you remember the 4 H109 YUt Ht LA
discussion in Chapter Five %l Id9f &t T3 &i| T 39l

about the restoration of the I8 99i IE e
Congress system?
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Way back in the late sixties,
the dominance of the
Congress party was
challenged; but the Congress
under the leadership of Indira
Gandhi, managed to re-
establish its predominant
position in politics. The
nineties saw yet another
challenge to the predominant
position of the Congress. It
did not, however, mean the
emergence of any other
single party to fill in its place.

1960 o ST o 3ifad Gret
"} &Y & THsSA TS &l
Tt faelt oft, dfea sfga
el o g H H1ad A
AR TSHHd T 39T I
Py 94 ™ foan 9= o
<R W HUY ®1 3 afgad
%! Th R R gt faed
qe{ETdl 3US] Hadd I8 el @
f& STU9 &t S Hiz SE
e e Bl TR
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Thus, began an era of multi-
party system. To be sure, a
large number of political
parties always contested
elections in our country. Our
Parliament always had
representatives from several
political parties. What
happened after 1989 was
the emergence of several
parties in such a way that
onhe or two parties did not
get most of the votes or
seats.

g9 <R ¥ S0 o qacd Hh

%3 Tl oh 9iag W@ 21 1989
% 9% Th T4 9@ ;@ 8/

AR 39 v TIfeAT 39 B
SY f fodl TH-3t drEl &l
g AftranTer aie a1 die &l

fae ud 9
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This also meant that no 3Hh1 Hdold I8 Hi 31 Th
single party secured a clear 1989 o € 9 <ihdHdl o

mayjority of seats in any Lok T"Eﬁ ¥ et o TR
Sabha election held since A

1989 till 2014. This et H 2014 T YOl SEHA
development initiated an era Tel fHelll 9 << s 91
of coalition governments at ohg A TESEYT ThI T X

the Centre, in which regional yw gan it &g widat A

i forming ruling alliances, T3 SR FR ¥ wewry
? ? ' qitreet fram




Recent Developments In Indian Politics

CIEGI RIS E | TR L [ | |

Alliance politics

The nineties also saw the
emergence of powerful
parties and movements that
represented the Dalit and
backward castes (Other
Backward Classes or OBCs).
Many of these parties
represented powerful
regional assertion as well.
These parties played an
important role in the United
Front government that came
to power in 1996.

M3AYH bl TSHITd

Tod 1 SITh HD dlehdoll

(3= fuset = =

% IUR

=1 qiafll @il 39 wfida 3R
aTier A Ifera aun fuse o

AtTEt) bl

TR @1l 3 Tl & 9 3F
1 &5 RT3t &t ot
AR SESR il 1996 ® &+t

IF Hid Bl GH

NS

qifdat 7 sred e

T T
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The United Front was similar
to the National Front of 1989
for it included Janata Dal
and several regional parties.
This time the BJP did not
support the government.
The United Front
government was supported
by the Congress. This shows
how unstable the political
equations were.

g "=l 1989 & U= |Hid
o B U o1, Hifh saq ot
ST <1 3R 6 et aifdar
sfae off| 39 9 9redr |
THR &t gueda T8t &
g Hid &t WHR I w199
&1 qUYq sifasd on 399 udl
9adl & T UsHiTae gHiw
frd He Tz A
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1989 ® w91 AR aH Hi=l
I A U A=l B @SR
&1 guedq <@ on, F=ife 3
S HTUY 6t 91 @ 9T

In 1989, both the Left and the
BJP supported the National
Front Government because
they wanted to keep the
Congress out of power. In
1996, the Left continued to
support the non-Congress
government but this time the
Congress, supported it, as
both the Congress and the
Left wanted to keep the BJP
out of power.

@A 9Rd Al 39 a9

RLIE]]

A R-HOE THR & 3G
quede S @i, dfeq 9%
Ot &l GIhR &l w19 Tl
4 ot gueda f<am eEa,

109 AR gEEE St

9red |

39 9R

qreqT st Al 8 98 @1
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They did not succeed for JeEld 3= Al fea a&
long, as the BJP continued to gweqr =T et ik a=9r 1
consolidate its position in the 1991 9T 1996 F T"Eﬁ a

elections of 1991 and 1996. It
emerged as the largest party ST TeAfd AR AsTgd 11

in the 1996 election and was 1996 o IiEl d 98 Gl «S|
invited to form the qrel R 39U 39 A4 HIST

government. But most other & g s *7 =iar fiye
parties were opposed to its ST SIS <. 9TSIOT 61
policies and therefore, the ARt 3 .

facts & 3R 3§

BJP government could not
secure a majority in the Lok gSig ¥ WISl i WK
Sabha. hgdr § 9gqd eIfde &l

&Y Gohl|
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It finally came to power by
leadinga coalition
government from May 1998
to June 1999 and was re-
elected in October 1999. Atal
Behari Vajpayee was the
Prime Minister during both
these NDA governments and
his government formed in
1999 completed its full term.

FEEHR ANl Tsh TSsE (T
SIS TSHET—USRT) o RN o5
w9 U T H N 3R 1998 & TS
Y 1999 o SH dh Gl H @
1999 < ek H U TSaE A
SR Tl B Y| T Y
[ TR sed foRi areTuEdt
JEFHAT S 1999 bl TSTT TR
3G FEifa hrRishiel 9 fha
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Thus, with the elections of
1989, a long phase of
coalition politics began in
India. Since then, there
have been eleven
governments at the Centre,
all of which have either
been coalition governments
or minority governments
supported by other parties,
which did not join the
government.

39 & 1989 o IAEI € ARA
H 3Gy St TsHITd F Tk
e 3N H IEA &3 3Hoh
9K 9 ds § 11 &R S+ i1 3
g4t a1 9 TBEUT i YR
off 3terar W Il o quYA
R fehl 3feudd &t Wi of
St 3 Wl H InfAe 8t
g
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In this new phase, any
government could be formed
only with the participation or
support of many regional
parties. This applied to the
National Front in 1989, the
United Front in 1996 and
1997, the NDA in 1997, the
BJP-led coalition in 1998,
the NDA in 1999, the UPA in
2004 and 2009. However,
this trend changed in 2014.

39 ¢ 3R H hIE TR g i
%l TEERH Y4l 3T U 9 &
SR ST Gohdl 4l I8 &1 1989 o
T 9l GER, 1996 3R 1997
] G Hral TR, 1998 3
1999 &I TSFT, 2004 3 2009 hl
GUT TR | 9 €9 ¥ F] kit
| Biilh, 2014 ¥ I8 Yafa =g
T 2
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Let us connect this
development with what we
have learnt so far. The era of
coalition governments may be
seen as a long-term trend
resulting from relatively silent
changes that were taking
place over the last few
decades. We saw in Chapter
Two that In earlier times, it
was the Congress party itself
that was a ‘coalition’ of
different interests and
different social strata and
groups. This gave rise to the
term ‘Congress system’.

3T, 39 b il 86 Hiar 39 39
SSCE o A9 SIS 9@ <hi <hIfITT
il AT ST Gehdl @ Toh TosE TR
S I @ G 9 S 59 Y9t &l
TRuifa 21 st 59 <o 9§ 9RdAE
U W gy Skod 31 ® 9 3R
aeeal A 5 yafaat =t 5= @, 9
AR TSHIfd bl T3S bl AHR o
I H WE o SRR 3T |
gl A1 fob YeeTdl Aieli H S 9] |
& Teh TSSEATH Uet ot 39d faf=
fea, s o8 IR off T 99 @
| 39 YRES i ‘HiUE qulleit’ Hhal
T
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We also saw in Chapter Uga AL B ¥9 98 9 Ug
Five that, especially since qoh & fh 1960 & I 4
the late 1960s, various fafg= T T T O ST

sections had been leaving 2 ot sk g e =g W

the Congress fold and
forming separate political e a7 39 9| WAt R

parties of their own. We FIh 2 & 1977 & 9K &
also noted the rise of grelt ® % A9 <ol &1 I
many regional parties in EAE ot w10t @ wg 9
the period after 1977. ﬁ gﬁ ‘o e @ﬂ Tt

While these developments .
weakened the Congress 3 dE d§ &l IW Uil foh

party, they did not enable %109 &1 faseq o9 Gahl
any single party to replace
the Congress.
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Political Rise of Other 3 TUSST A T UsHids I
Backward Classes g9 3EfY &1 Th SOMHI J5a1d
One long-term ol—a1=1 fusel a7 1 39| 39
development of this ¢ e QW‘{.@I S

period was the rise of

Other Backward Classes 34 faar-fad=H &1 &

as a political force. You wmEfte ife ‘s fusst o’
have already come across AU * 3T dhde acraSl’ &l
this term ‘OBC’. This Gd FRaT S 2

refers to the
administrative category
‘Other Backward
Classes’.
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These are communities I8 IqYad Ifd JALEl Y
other than SC and ST who  Seeifq @ e s &ifE 2,
suffer from educational forad Yo ik gmifSe &9

and social backwardness.

These are also referred to ¥ fuse 9=l &t T ®t

as ‘backward castes’. We STt ?1 3 R &6t fussn
have already noted in T’ Y Hel I 31 VS AA™

Chapter Six that the Y g9 98 39 goh ¢ fo fusst

support for the Congress st % 3w a9 S o
among many sections of
ST @ 9

the ‘backward castes’ had
declined.
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This created a space for non- 3ITH H1UY o fau guelq +H
Congress parties that drew giqr 51 wr om @@ 7 IR-F14t
more support from these Tl & fou TH S der gﬁ at

communities. You would recall =it 3 ) o
that the rise of these parties %7 §¥ ddch bl HH

first found political expression ®1da@ f&am Ukt A &m fo
at the national level in the R-FTUH <l o TsHIfa®
form of the Janata Party ARSI | ATHATH 1977 &t
government in 1977. Many of S Tt = Tw 3 =9 8

the constituents of the Janata T 3 .
Party, like the Bharatiya Kranti gr ST % chg ¥ HYcIA

Dal and the Samyukta “RAI HIfdsa 3R FF
Socialist Party, had a powerful QIfa qre¢f 1 ATHIUT SclThl

rural base among some g 3 fuge 9 A dArhHdaR
sections of the OBC. SIS T




Recent Developments In Indian Politics

ORI SHfd ;T S<elrd

Mandal’ implemented In
the 1980s, the Janata Dal
brought together a similar
combination of political
groups with strong support
among the OBCs. The
decision of the National
Front government to
implement the
recommendations of the
Mandal Commission further
helped in shaping the
politics of ‘Other Backward
Classes’.

‘ted’ &1 AR BT 1980 °h
9 ° I3 fusst am & &=
aﬁq@ﬁuﬁﬁ@m
%l SdT g1 4 Tehoe oA
TS 4idl 6t &R 1 48d
3TN &t fwRIEN &t dr]
% H1 haal fean 398 3
fuset ot &t UsHifa &t gufsq
&Y 34 # fU3g fief
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The intense national debate % A ARV o HATT W
for and against reservation in g aR-faag gu 3R =
jobs made people from the frarat @ ‘ot fuser S’ eToet

OBC communities more £ | )
aware of this identity. Thus, it ¢ SERSL UL

helped those who wanted to ST 39 Tsich Hi WMES HIAI

mobilise these groups in =Ed &, 3B AR HEIN g3
politics. This period saw the g IR & wdt s+ Ifdar smi
emergence of many parties R, = O sk foram

that sought better .
opportunities for OBCs in & &7 ° 3 fusst a9 =i

education and employment ST AW IUAS HUA Bl
and also raised the question HI 1| 39 <l 7 91 # ‘3

of the share of power enjoyed REEL I’ 1 few@ed &1 9491d
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These parties claimed that 37 @l &1 %81 A1 fv IR
since OBCs constituted a e ° 3 fusger O &1

Iarg_e seg_:jment of Indian Te1 fee 3 =0 @l TU 3
society, it was only

democratic that the OBCs frger v &1 weT | wqfad

should get adequate gfafifere sk w1 7 wfaa
representation in G 99 ST cAthdlih HeH
administration and have =uil

their due share of political
power.
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The Mandal Commission asd ™
Reservations for the OBC gfaror & T o SR Wgd Usd
were in existence in d 75 d@ ot FT-9-FT 1960

southern States since the

1960s, if not earlier. But % [H | o fusst a &

this policy was not T 3TR&TUT T YA Fal
operative in north Indian @1 U7l J88&Td, I Aifd IW
States. It was during the IR & WA B o] &l ot
tenure of Jar_iata Party 1077-79 Y a1 a1 =+
government in 1977-79 .
that the demand for WER o AT SW ARG |

reservations for backward fuse = o IR & fau

castes in north India and at TS R W AsIgdt 9 €=
the national level was 3318 TS|
strongly raised.
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Karpoori Thakur, the then  f9@R o dehleie F&IHAT HYL
Chief Minister of Bihar, 3TpY 39 faIm o 3ot &1 31
was a pioneer Iin this TFER 3 fer o ‘e’ =5l

direction. His government
had introduced a new SRV 7 & faw T T4 Hifa

policy of reservations for A &ll 3Uch % ohg WIHR A
OBCs in Bihar. Following 1978 # T&% 3T d3M1l 6

this, the central o fusst o =t feufa &t

govern_me_nt ?ppointed a {[‘b‘lﬂﬁ * 3T 93 F FM
Commission in 1978 to X
i =

look into and recommend
ways to improve the
conditions of the
backward classes.
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This was the second time
since Independence that
the government had
appointed such a
commission. Therefore, this
commission was officially
known as the Second
Backward Classes
Commission. Popularly, the
commission is known as the
Mandal Commission, after
the name of its
Chairperson, Bindeshwari
Prasad Mandal.

A o 91K 9 I8 8
AT AT, 99 iR 7 THl

s e feam &t R
Ayt ®9 4 39 AT &l
'Tau fUser OFf AT’ &%El
TN SMHAR 9X 39 3™ 6t
gqch Yy fa=yadl yaIg gsd
o 9 W ‘Hed HARHE' Fal
ST 2|
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The Mandal Commission
was set up to investigate
the extent of educational
and social backwardness
among various sections of
Indian society and
recommend ways of
identifying these
‘backward classes’. It was
also expected to give its
recommendations on the
ways in which this
backwardness could be
ended.

OSd T &l T3 AR
qqs o fafy=1 qest o i+
vifersr IR wmifSes fusSwq
$1 SATYHhdl I Idl M AN
31 fuse am &t w89 o
doh 9aq o fau fear =
Tl 3T € I8 ¥t 3TU& it
TR ot b a8 31 am &
fusSw &t W ST & U™
QAT
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The Commission gave its
recommendations in 1980.
By then the Janata
government had fallen. The
Commission advised that
‘backward classes’ should
be understood to mean
‘backward castes’, since
many castes, other than the
Scheduled Castes, were
also treated as low in the
caste hierarchy.

AT = 1980 | 31U+t fawIicet
931 il 39 dad deh Al 92l
&I WHR IR gt ot 3
%1 qerfaq o1 f fusst v &t
fuset wifa & 1Y & WiaR
fopan WU, TR STl
Sifaat €@ s THT 3 Sfadr
g, o= avl sgeeen o ‘g’
U STaT 2|
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The Commission did a survey 3TENT 7 T ST a1 3R

and found that these backward gy f& g9 fq@—{ﬁ SIGRIRG|
castes had a very low presence forem GEamel o GLHTA

in both educational institutions _y "o o o o st @)

and in employment in public
services. It therefore 39 IS8 ¥ I 7} 3:' et

recommended reserving 27 per o fau 38 GTemeT qen
cent of seats in educational ™ FwfE 7 27 yfaem@
institutions and government e sRfad w8 1 fawo
jobs for these groups. The N N

Mandal Commission also
made many other il & feafd gard & ferg

recommendations, like, land ¥% AR gArEE gare fse

reform, to improve the YA-YuR I TH o
conditions of the OBCs.
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In August 1990, the National 1990 & 3R ® U A4l
Front government decided F TN 7 HSd =T &

to implement one of the R . g
recommendations of Mandal ) HH T R NN
% w1 hgar fwan I8

Commission pertaining to

reservations for OBCs in faorTin g TR 3R
jobs in the central 3Gk IYHAN HI At &
government and its o1 fuser a1 =1 SIReru

undertakings. This decision & gay o o] 9 &

sparked agitations and ) i
violent protests in many Ha? § ITW ARG & 3

cities of north India. el " feus fatiy &1 @R
39S
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The decision was also 39 thad &l Hai=d Gy o
challenged in the f A € ¥ 3 ' g
Supreme Court and came ‘Sfe Get ' & AW € yfug

to be known as the ‘Indira
Sawhney case’, after the g3 TWHR & Hhad & fears

name of one of the S I o A O 5 T O 3 L

petitioners. In November &t of, 3T we T sfsu g
1992, the Supreme Court ST 9 AT 1992 & 9 &

gave a ruling upholding gat=g =maea 3 g & Bl
the decision of the 3

government. H Wl I8l gl 314l 1
IR U
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There were some TeHfaes et ® 39 had o
differences among political fhAgIT 3 digr hl AdHT
parties about the manner of %9 TAUg o1l TEE 34

implementation of this |
decision. But now the policy faser ot @t emem <A

of reservation for OBCs has 98 W I o A 78
support of all the major qeiifash eIt § geafd el

political parties of the
country.
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Political fallouts

The 1980s also saw the
rise of political
organisation of the Dalits.
In 1978 the Backward and
Minority Communities
Employees Federation
(BAMCEF) was formed. This
organisation was not an
ordinary trade union of
government employees.

NS ENGEMCITIE

1980 °h Tk H <ferd SiTfaAl

& TsHIfdsw el &1 | IUR
g3l 1978 ® ‘BAMCEF’

(d=ae Ts ARAME e
THAIgS Hede) &l TS

g3l I8 Wl HHANA 6l

hig AYRU-HT 3 I &l
o
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It took a strong position in favour
of political power to the ‘bahujan’
- the SC, ST, OBC and minorities.
it was out of this that the
subsequent Dalit Shoshit Samaj
Sangharsh Samiti and later the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
emerged under the leadership of
Kanshi Ram. The BSP began as a
small party supported largely by
Dalit voters in Punjab, Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh. But in 1989
and the 1991 elections, it
achieved a breakthrough in Uttar
Pradesh.

§9 S+ g AN STyt
STiid, 3Tgga SHsSid, 3 fUser =0l
3R CqGETh! ! TsHifer Gl <l
STRGE WEBSH il 34l hl Wadt
fam ‘sfera-wifva wa 9o wfifa’
e, e 9% o i o sgsH 9h
UEl 1 35T I 3H Uil hi ST
HISHIH A HiEgsH TS Ul (BSP )
3T IERT 3R § U S Ul ot
3R 38 Yo, BREmT 3 S TR
gfeTa HagmRTl 1 THYA Sifde o,
Afeh 1989 3R 1991 & @l o 39
9T i I Y_U H Yherdl feil|
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This was the first time in IS 9Rd § I€ gl Hidhl

independent India that a off, STd his USHITdeh <o
political party supported Y

mainly by Dalit voters had

achieved this kind of qrefd & qd TH TsHifaw
political success. Hhadl BfEd T qrET el
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In fact, the BSP, under WA IR o Agd |
Kanshi Ram’s leadership was ggur 3 31994 e =1 CIRRIE
envisaged as an organisation FaeR Bfeq Afaal | it o)

based on pragmatic politics.
It derived confidence from o1 (M SATYf=a i,

the fact that the Bahujans Aqgfad Senfd, o= fussn =
(SC, ST, OBC and religious 3R uifis Acqqeds) 291 &l

minorities) cAonstituted the s 3§ gag saET & ik
majority of the population, &l o faer 9 T Ael9d

and were a formidable
political force on the ['.Sl;i”%'a“ dlehd 1 &9 o Hehdl

strength of their numbers. g
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Since then the BSP has
emerged as a major political
player in the State and has
been in government on more
than one occasion. Its
strongest support still
comes from Dalit voters, but
it has expanded its support
now to various other social
groups. In many parts of
India, Dalit politics and OBC
politics have developed
independently and often in
competition with each other.

BSP o ATcHIIYATE i 39 a2 d
S8l o9 fHel a1 s9eh 9] 99Ul

T H Th aS1 UsHifdes diehd b
9 ® I AR 3TN ThH 8@ A=
S 8T SR A 39 Uref &0
g8 <911 ga¢q <ferd gagran
F ©, Afh 39 TUA GATS oh
fafa= am o «= 31U SHIUR
dGMT I[& fhar B19RA & &3
fecal o <faa wsHifa 3t 3=
fuser ot &t sHifa 4 @Wdd ®9
Ry fohar @ R 31 A ok o9
he gfaeqe it dordl ©|
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Communalism, Secularism,  GIYLTIHdl, YHFRYeE 3R

Democracy RIEGE
The other long-term =q R o G @Tﬂﬂ

development during this
period was the rise of qqad ¥lfdes qgdH W

politics based on religious I TsHIfa &1 3T @)
identity, leading to a debate T4 YHRUAr 3R ciwds
about secularism and TR’ ¥ 9849l &1 U™ faan
democracy. We noted in = 33 A ¥ ueT o B

Chapter Six that in the :
aftermath of the Emergency, SATATARTA o6 1

the Bharatiya Jana Sangh SHE, ST et # wnfAe @l

had merged into the Janata 7 40|
Party.
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After the fall of the Janata S9dT 9l & gad iR faEa
Party and its break-up, the % 9% 9ayd w9 o gaYfwl

supporters of erstwhile 3 1980 B ORI ST aret
Jana Sangh formed the .
Bharatiya Janata Party ( (ST EFn's‘.I E-IE | .
BJP) in 1980. Initially, the TSl F SHE B 3TdeTT HeEt
BJP adopted a broader QI Jg1 UsHlfded 79 ST
political platform than that @R ‘Tl gaearg’ i

of the Jana Sangh. It T FaRyTa % ®9 o

embraced ‘Gandhian
Socialism’ as its ideology.

i faanl
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But it did not get much
success in the elections
held in 1980 and 1984.
After 1986, the party began
to emphasise the Hindu
nationalist element In its
ideology. The BJP pursued
the politics of ‘Hindutva’
and adopted the strategy of
mobilising the Hindus.

q838Td qISIT i 1980 3R
1984 < TAE H GH Gheldl
Tel Tl 1986 & <% 39 U@l
4 Ul faarRym ® fég Usgarg
oh dwdl 9 S 31 IE fRam
el = ‘fega’ &t TeHIfa &1
& 91 3R fégen & e
& Bl WHITA STIART




Recent Developments In Indian Politics

CIEGI RIS E | TR L [ | |

Hindutva literally means
‘Hinduness’ and was
defined by its originator, V.
D. Savarkar, as the basis of
Indian (in his language also
Hindu) nationhood. It
basically meant that to be
members of the Indian
nation, everyone must not
only accept India as their
‘fatherland’ (pitrubhu) but
also as their holy land
(punyabhu).

fegm’ stoen e’ = @
al.€l. et 3 e of 3R
gqh! IR Hd g 384
T8 ARAE (AR 3T Ikl |
f&g) = &l AR sarEm
3Tch et ol ANY 98 o1 T
qRA T &1 ARG &l 8l
gehdl &, S ARAYfH &t |
'qugqfi’ At Wi S
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Believers of ‘Hindutva’ fegced o HHHGl HT doh
argue that a strong nation g fo a=9a U= fath whiga
can be built only on the TS Rt R
basis of a strong and united i i TR
national culture. They also i T’" THA 21 4 zrg qﬁ
believe that in the case of urd € 6 9Ra o s A
India the Hindu culture Ul i A chad feg

alone can provide this base gohfa & 3 gwdt 2
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Two developments around 1986 ¥ THT i 91d g3, S Tk
1986 became central to the fegac! Uel & &9 ® 9=

politics of BJP as a %1 UsHifa o foest @ 99M™

‘Hindutva’ party. The first
was the Shah Bano case in gl ) TUH UEElt 91 1985

1985. In this case a 62-year lled T e 9§ ST @1 9
old divorced Muslim woman, ¥HHdT T&h 62 IHAT deATh ISl
had filed a case for Eﬁq{q el Q'[rg;q'pﬁ T |
maintenance from her ST o W a7 9 TSIRT

former husband. The
Supreme Court ruled in her "1 B 3 o fow 3grerd

favour. " 37t TR &t o
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The orthodox Muslims saw  Hdi=d J<eld 1 AEAMl oh
the Supreme Court’s order el o thaal gAEN qUaTged

as an interference in ¥ 3 >
Muslim Personal Law. On a S N g 3}1, X

the demand of some

Muslim leaders, the BHIRY AN H3 Y Aqrstt
government passed the Hl A W TWHR 7 g™

Muslim Women (Protection Afeet fuf=yw (1986) (d<reh

of Rights on Divorce) Act, 3 arfusrY) U fRam

1986 that nullified the af@ﬁ . ) v ™

Supreme Court’s judgment. s Wb_c[
e % had &t R
fem &
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This action of the
government was opposed
by many women’s
organisations, many Musilim
groups and most of the
intellectuals. The BJP
criticised this action of the
Congress government as an
unnhecessary concession
and ‘appeasement’ of the
minority community

GIhR o 3 HhaH i &s
&1 SHTd Al SRl

qfgeifrt ¥ fagtar fegem

qedT 4 109 GlR o 39
$eH hi SATCl=AT &t AR 34
eI e IS &l < TS
IAMEIIh = dean

gitesntor’ R A




Recent Developments In Indian Politics

ORI SHfd ;T S<elrd

Ayodhya dispute

The second development was
the order by the Faizabad district
court in February 1986. The court
ordered that the Babri Masjid
premises be unlocked so that
Hindus could offer prayers at the
site which they considered as a
temple. A dispute had been going
on for many decades over the
mosque known as Babri Masjid
at Ayodhya. The Babr Masjid was
a 16th century mosque In
Ayodhya and was built by Mir
Baqi - Mughal emperor Babur’s
General.

e faag

ol 91 1 Hay Sererg foen
AT g Bad 1986 W AW 7T
had U |1 39 3o A hel AR
ol fob ol ARSI & 3R 1 drell
gl < S =nfee, dif feg st
USTl 918 S Heh, Hiich o 39 SR
! gfe 9 S fem el
ARSIE ol o 331 § faa e 3t
W@ o1l el ARSI bt fmior e
4 UR SRl < @ 91l 98 AfErg
1651 Gt | &t ol HR Seht g
MES & bl {HUSHR 1|
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Some Hindus believe that it %o feg AFd g fo& wEm ™
was built after demolishing ® YA W 99 gC TH [

a temple for Lord Rama in £ )
qfeT dighy 3T S8 I
what is believed to be his ’

birthplace. The dispute took ¢ AfesIg SR TR o g

the form of a court case and T991% 3Tl YhsH &1 &Y
has continued for many & foran SR gehsmr w% STt

decades. In the late 1940s d% ST @I 1940 9h <916 o9

the mosque was locked up sfErd Ot & afese | e

as the matter was with the _ .

court. o < =, =it Jmen
(A oh Bdld ATl
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As soon as the locks of the 9 & e 7fesig o ee.
Babri Masjid were opened, %1 el o, 99 & A 9
mobilisation began on both Y aEd @R o s fag

sides. Many Hindu and )
Muslim organisations tried R i FTeH 39 7 W

to mobilise their U319 YR hl AMHES
communities on this &t il HIRET ° S U
question. Suddenly this qTSTq] ﬁ 3‘@ YT dgd oSl
local dispute became a RG] 3T et el S

major national question and
led to communal tensions.
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This large scale mobilisation USY @Wadas U9 IR fava

led to surcharged fog afeg s %S YISl oh
atmosphere and many I TIT 4 AR YdiehTe
instances of communal )

3R Sl oh HrEhy Il

violence. The BJP, Iin order
to generate public support, SHA AT I oh fou

took out a massive march Ted feera vy 9 SR
called the Rathyatra from g2y o srtear d& Tsh «<l
Somnath in Gujarat to sy’ BrTer)

Ayodhya in UP.
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Demolition and after fasag 3 Ik 918

In December 1992, the St 9ed Y ufeX o faior &1
organisations supporting e X ® 24, I=i1 1992
the construction of the F fega o ©F ‘wr@ar’ &1
temple had organised a ﬁ ; o
Karseva, meaning ?T 3 | ¥

voluntary service by the el @ e far

devotees, for building the fo 9 ‘v gfy’ & i o
Ram temple. The situation TS H| R ;T H "reld

had become tense all c_:ver ?Fr?:n{rn‘ 2 T erate o g
the country and especially
CEICEE R e R e | |

at Ayodhya.




Recent Developments In Indian Politics

HARAE qSHId : T d&eld

The Supreme Court had ordered Fdi=d <EE 1 o9 &R
the State government to take i} s1@yr feor o a7 ‘faaifed
care that the disputed site will e’ H1 R @ T FaH

not be endangered. However, .
thousands of people gathered | TE@ME 6 fHR 1992 F

from all over the country at <Y & fafa= ot °@ <«
Ayodhya on 6 December 1992 2 3R 31 @i 3 #feg
and demolished the mosque. figy feqaicse & fasa9 &1

This news led to clashes \ c C e
T § 3 & s 9 ° g
between the Hindus and X

Muslims in many parts of the N Tl o Eﬁ?" SR
country. The violence in Mumbai 1993 oh SHalt § Tk aR iRt
erupted again in January 1993 4« o f&@ "g&! 3R 3r<d T
and continued for over two guqi a& S} @l

weeks. )
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The events at Ayodhya led AT i T 8 Hg G
to a series of other MU 3O =91 | A 991
developments. The State F T TR F Fe 1

government, with the BJP
as the ruling party, was JEi& Y f<An sHeh |y gt

dismissed by the Centre. T TSI H AL, SET AT Sl
Along with that, other R of, Uufd e dn]
States where the BJP was & T

In power, were also put

under President’s rule.
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A case against the Chief Minister dfh IW WY & Tt 7 39 9K
of Uttar Pradesh was registered in 1 geamyr o o & ‘faaifea <@’
the Supreme Court for contempt of _- T&IT. 1 STf saf wdte

court since he had given an .
undertaking that the disputed 1< ¥ 3T fae® iR

structure will be protected. The SIFHI bl Heh<HI SR g3l HISHl
BJP officially expressed regret = anfieiRer AR T 3N &1 Sl

over the happenings at Ayodhya. y srpgg SaRTGE SER 3 T

Th | i <
e cent_ra _govern_ment _appmr!ted T e it 39 <9
a commission to Investigate Into

the circumstances leading to the feafcral st wra & & WOW,
demolition of the mosque. Most SRt aftuifa afteg & fasdg & w9

political parties condemned the ¥ gg <f| ifepaR TSHifa® Sl A
demolition and declared that this e & fassg 51 fie | ok =
was against the principles of ' & famidl 3

Hﬁﬁtﬁ?ﬂm |*€I$|Ei| [a%g ddr|

secularism.
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This led to a serious debate ©H # gHfUA W MR 989 Idl
over secularism and posed ug} 3R TR UFA FB-FS AU @l
the kind of questions our T S T T 3G I S R F

country faced immediately . o
after Partition - was India S0 ¥ ST ¥l ¥&aR &% ¥ <A

going to be a country where T WA &T: I 9RA Th THT <
the majority religious s ST @I ?, SB[ “gGEH Hifish
community dominated over YRR <l 3CYHEHh| X oSl hIEH
the minorities? Or would 21T o =t 9 BRat ot = @1 8
India continue to offer equal .
protection of law and equal T H SH FH 9 e Sl el
citizenship rights to all T ST o 7R 3ifEwR KU
Indians irrespective of their SIUN? 90 ARSI & Y o a5
religion? W ¥ I e T SR fR-d g
& 33|
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During this time, there has 4l 3@fy o ﬂ‘rﬂ?:ﬁ I h
also been a debate about fau enfdes 9t & W@
using religious sentiments W ot s foeh ara #i

for electoral purposes. - . i
India’s democratic politics o e R
is based on the premise uiia @ 6w+t enfie
that all religious s fodt ot urdt # wnfua
communities enjoy the e & fau @Wad 2, dfeq =i
freedom that they may join o T orfife qURE
any party and that there _ oo .

. , R Y g A&l B

will not be community-
based political parties.
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This democratic atmosphere UIYSITI® HIElE o Y
of communal amity has faced isqies ARl S 1984 S
many challenges since 1984. T Q@ & B Tﬁﬁr&ﬁ FT

As we have read in Chapter 3 .
Eight, this happened in 1984 YTl Ul 9sl =l =&H 33

in the form of anti-Sikh riots. 1*9@ # Wg Tah 8 &b wa
In February-March 2002, 1984 o fa@-faus sm «

similar violence broke out g3l 3t 3T T8 2002 o
against the Muslims in FEd-Ad ® TR & qEeHEl

Gujarat. Such violence against . )
the minority community and o faeg fear vl RTrEEs

violence between two A & faarh wHt fewr sk
communities is a threat to 3 TSAl & 9 feds zHya

democracy. UETE B I L C A
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Gujarat riots TSd o
In February-March 2002, 2002 o HEQ-ATE | o o
large-scale violence took T2 TR W fem Z3| T

place in Gujarat. The 3 =
immediate provocation for W TH T T

this violence was an h1 Archifeish IhAET Hifeld gx|
incident that took place at 3T &t 3T G 37 W Th 24
a station called Godhra. A =} g7t ®RA9w @ 98 g2 o

bogey of a train that was 3R Tgd S o TSl gHrE
returning from Ayvodhya and X
g yoeny fad 39 AN § {Y TU|

was full of Karsevaks was
set on fire.




Recent Developments In Indian Politics

Fifty seven people died in Jg g Hich foh a9 A 31M
that fire. Suspecting the a4 T &0 || 3111@

hand of the Muslims in

setting fire to the bogey, .

large-scale violence against W o e Gl‘s‘ o
Muslims began in many R fear g1 fear &1 I drsq
parts of Gujarat from the YT Th T d& SR @i
next day. This violence T 1100 Afeq, fo8

continued for almost a
R q9adH o, 39 feqr &
whole month. Nearly 1100 m T =

persons, mostly Muslims,
were killed in this violence.
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The National Human Rights U< AAAIfY&R AT A
Commission criticised the fear =t b7, gaawifiat =i

: , . .
_G|u1a_r?t government’s role a3 aur fegr 9 9l ®
in failing to control

violence, provide relief to T FRAR HE | SRS
the victims and prosecute W@ oh ANY Fd g TSN

the perpetrators of this TIHR 1 Sl il IRd
violence. The Election & A1 A™ 7 R
Commission of India fauram & 9 ® 6

ordered the assembly
elections to be postponed.

F1 e fwam
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As in the case of anti-Sikh 1984 o fa@-faul <m o=
riots of 1984, Gujarat riots gy o & <M @ W 4
show that the _ sTfe gan o wﬁr ST

governmental machinery i
also becomes susceptible SIS AEel < !

to sectarian passions. 3T HHht B [oE § e 3
Instances, like in Gujarat, =AU gH 3INE &Ll & T
alert us to the dangers qa:ﬁm 39l o fau enfde
involved In using religious a5 TEHTHT TAATE =t

sentiments for political | )
purposes. This poses a Ghdl B THE TR SlhdifAh

threat to democratic S EIREC IRy 9<r & ghdl 2l
politics.
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Emergence ' a new Ueh 3t HgHld T 359 1989 ©h
consensus The period after g &1 3y # FH-FOAR
1989 is seen sometimes as FET & gqq 3T 9o &

the period of decline of |
Congress and rise of BJP. If 31 331 S At rafy Hel Sl

you want to understand the ©! af% 37 38 IR &1 TsHAifa
complex nature of political o wifeq afRe &l T =©A
competition in this period, 2 STl U9 3R A=

you have to compare the 1 T TR-S H o
electoral performances of
P &G g2

the Congress and the BJP.
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Lok Sabha Elections 2004
In the elections of 2004,
the Congress party too
entered into coalitions in a
big way. The NDA was
defeated and a new
coalition government led
by the Congress, known as
the United Progressive
Alliance came to power.
This government received
support from the Left Front
parties.

2004 <h SMh9HT A
2004 °h Al H HIUW €@ R
S o 91y TeeYd H I
g3l T &l B8R g2 3R 9gaa
gafaeitel Saed (Q99) i
GLhR a1 39 TSaYA &l
Aqd h1U9 A fhan 9T &t
9 #=t 3 guYa <
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The elections of 2004 also 2004 o GGl H T&h B db
withessed the partial revival g 7 LGETIR Su i gl
of Congress party. It could 1991 & € TG <HT YT &1

increase its seats for the . .
first time since 1991. il +t g Th 9R e

However, in the 2004 S [Se¥Eld, 2004 o IAEl |
elections, there was a TS 3R 99T 6t fasdt pa
negligible difference aiel 1 A 981 9 o1l 39

between the votes_ polle_d by TE <oy YUIel 9 & 29
the Congress and its allies

h
and the BJP and its allies. d L H THA & WRd T
Thus, the party system has 2|
now changed almost
dramatically from what it
was till the seventies.
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The political processes that are
unfolding around us after the
1990s show the emergence of
broadly four groups of parties -
parties that are in coalition with
the Congress; parties that are in
alliance with the BJP; Left Front
parties; and other parties who
are not part of any of these
three. The situation suggests
that political competition will be
multi-cormered. By implication
the situation also assumes a
divergence of political
ideologies.

1990 < 3Tk o 9K Y SHR A
S USFifaes 9RRAT SRR & @ &,
394 31 &I ®9 4 IR @ hi
qféAl o SUR < UG Tohd @ : HOY
o 99 TISaYd U el Sel; STl
o O eeEd H IfHel <el; 9
Hral % S IR 59 T S S
dani o 9 foedt o wifer @1 ) 39
feafg @ goha fiyea @ f
qSTHifaeh ehTacll Sgehivi g
g1 feafaat 1t ae
S EIGEIRCE LI
T -t At 2
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Growing consensus dgdl HeHid
However, on many crucial 9T, 3% Hew™qul Hgal

Issues, a broad agreement W fusd <ot & d9
has emerged among most

parties. In the midst of ATH FEAld 21w |
severe competition and e S 9gd-4 gEHt oh
many conflicts, a qleS[g AR Tl b st Th
consensus appears to have ggufg 3sgw ot
emerged among most M e @ 31 %9 geufy ¥
parties. This consensus . Q.

IR 9 2

consists of four elements.
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First, agreement on new ggdl, T rfee Sifa
economic policies - while ggafd : &g e T el
many groups are opposed Fifd 3 feerd © T

to the new economic .
policies, most political R AsHdeh g 37 Hifaa

parties are in support of the & U ¥ ©| SfuHd ol @
new economic policies. q @ fob 2 et Hifaa @
Most parties believe that 29 Y95 B 3R 9rd, fava
these policies would lead # T afifes wife <@

the country to prosperity
and a status of economic
power in the world.
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Second, acceptance of the gTuU, fusEi SfaAl o TsHIfdw
political and social claims of gi\v gmifS® @ =t wiwla
the backward castes - political TSRS Tl 3 geE femr 3
parties have recognised that .

fo fusst sfaal & gmifss

the social and political claims

of the backward castes need to AR TrFifa® @ H DR
be accepted. As a result, all &E &I TE 2 ELSIC R
political parties now support a5 gt UsHifaes <o e

reservation of seats for the skt o frse) S %

‘backward classes’ in ) .
education and employment. fa diet o e o U |

Political parties are also willing 2| UsHIfdeh < I8 i
to ensure that the OBCs get Yffyaq & & fau daRr @

adequate share of power. fo ‘o fuser @’ & @1 o
qfad fesusrt fud)
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HARAE qSHId : T d&eld

Third, acceptance of the E, I oh IMEA ° I
role of State level parties In =& &1 iyt &1 @isfa :
governance of the country - Ui T 3R U T HT 9%

the distinction between - %
State level and national A MR < H ST &l =l

level parties is fast g4 39 A ° <@l &
becoming less important. As YTdid S shgld WHR |

we saw In this chapter, IR 59 ® © 2R =91 @t 1
State level parties are frse st @l 3 291 F
sharing power at the .

national level and have qeifa ® Hewaqul e

played a central role in the g 21
country’s politics of last
twenty years or so.
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A AsHId @ T dgerd
Fourth, emphasis on pragmatic <, faaRa &1 e

considerations rather than #rafafis W SN 3R

ideological positions and FERYRTTT Teaf 3 TR
olitical alliances without .

P : qSHITdeh T3STS ; T3aYd hl

ideological agreement -

coalition politics has shifted TeHIfa o 39 IR | TeHiae

the focus of political parties < TaaRURATG 3fd &l SE
from ideological differences to  gqy 4 fewde@ &1 9@l W =X

power sharing arrangements. 3 o ¥ & figg & fau

Thus, most parties of the NDA ,
did not agree with the STHUHT A AR Bl Teg

‘Hindutva’ ideology of the BJP. I faaReT § Wewa &l @,

Yet, they came together to dfed ¥ & 9N & 9y
form a government and TSHYT ® ITHA gU 3 WK
remained in power for a full S, St Ui 9rer 9% 9ol

term.
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All these are momentous 4 gHl ggYUl dgclrd g R
changes and are going to M TSHIfa 3= dgeral oh
shape politics in the near TR § @R o 9Ra

future. We started this study
of politics in India with the  JoF 14 o ¥ S i

discussion of how the YESAM | g 99l Bl oA T
Congress emerged as a #1109 fog @ T gaEase
dominant party. From that qrel SR 3T T fefq @
Suaton, we have oW 4 51 75 7 7
competitive politics, but q‘gﬁ e, el al
politics that is based on a Fel S AT @ Al 39
certain implicit agreement gyfaeet usHifa & &9 g&x
among the main political UoHifaes <ol & How aqa

actors. X geHfd e
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Thus, even as political
parties act within the
sphere of this consenus,
popular movements and
organisations are
simultaneously identifying
new forms, visions and
pathways of development.
Issues like poverty,
displacement, minimum
wages, livelihood and social
security are being put on
the political agenda by
peoples’ movements,
reminding the state of its
responsibility.

IR TsHifaeh Sl 39 Geafd oh
IR W gfewd &, 9 59 3o
3R Hed fa&™ & U ®79,
W 3R dlsl & 929 &L
® ) T, faeumE, =
qaIgdl, SASifaeht SR g
Gt oh HEA S ATt oh
W oHifde TSie o ®9
® 21 A AT T
%t 39! fofEl & gfa
gad X ® 2




Recent Developments In Indian Politics

A ASHITd ¢ T §]el1d
Similarly, issues of justice Tdl @ o g, fa, = S

and democracy are being a7 oh < o JI quUn

voiced by the people in TS % ,i%‘ 331 @ ¥ =4

terms of class, caste, .
fovarayd® &g d%d @ %

gender and regions. We

cannot predict the future of ¥ 4 dthdiAs Ui SR
democracy. All we know is R 3R I8 UsHITa 39 ™
that democratic politics is ° gftfa oo =1t & 999 &

here to stay in India and =
THR TSI HAM
that it will unfold through a

continuous churning of
some of the factors
mentioned in this chapter



