Rise Of Popular Movements S 31iSiel &l 334

In this chapter... 3 M H...

Three decades after SIS o I <919 &€ @i ol
Independence, the people '

were beginning to get MG Rﬁ T AT S B
impatient. Their unease Sat w3 w8 # faemea g3
expressed itself in various fusa e 1 89 W T
forms. In the previous st TS g & 91 3 ue
chapter, we have already ) :
gone through the story of g g% o)

electoral upheavals and
political crisis.
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Yet that was not the only Jeiald, SH-39diy &1 Afq=afad
form in which popular fadh Tot w9 o & T g"\fl 1970

discontent expressed itself. , _
In the 1970s, diverse social & <% ¥ fafs=1 wmites =

groups like women, students, Sta—Hfgell, 85, Tfera AR feam
Dalits and farmers felt that Sl o @1 o1 f drediten

democratic politics did not n . -
address their needs and THfa 3Tt ST&d S A7l W

demands. Therefore, they e T8l 2 W 2 gq9ch dad A
came together under the e ATl 3TE qaig v oh

banner of various social feru fafa= gmfes 9T & @

organisations to voice their .
demands. These assertions oh 9 T EUI 37 e 9

marked the rise of popular  SH 3dd & SOR 3ITST 3

movements or new social gy yerifa 7 TU WS
movements in Indian politics __.
P e afsd gul
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In this chapter we trace the 34 31599 H 89 1970 o < oh 4
journey of some of the & S STeeFl H RE=aET 9l

popular movements that .
developed after the 1970s in W@ hl HI BN 39 == Y

order to understand: 9t Yol T
e what are popular o S iRl = g?
movements? . : ¥ Y =) .

* which sections of Indian . .
society have they mobilised? JReH 1 e forar 32

e what is the main agenda of o TOR AFdid =@ T o SH
these movements? ST ‘{&IGFI e &2

e what role do they play in a
democratic set up like ours?
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Nature of popular
movements

Take a look at the
opening image of this
chapter. What do you see
there? Villagers have
literally embraced the
trees. Are they playing
some game? Or
participating in some
ritual or festival? Not
really. The image here
depicts a very unusual
form of collective action
in which men and women
from a village in what is
now Uttarakhand were
engaged in early 1973.

S ST Hi gHhid

34 3 oh Il 9 W &M
difSu o9 3 =1 @ | ' Tid
&1 Afgcist 3 Gaqd Ui &l 39l
digl ® oY @ 21 | 3 AT hig
g B @ 2 A1, & A &g
Td-eR 71 ® €7 ed faA '
TR 3 ® A TH1 S &l HL @©@
21 87 ot quaiRk < 6 @ sud
qrfesh HRAZ 6l Th SHHRU HSAl
% I e T ]| A9 weT 1973 ®
T2 9 HiSRl STES % Uh Md h
Ti-q&Y ks §U 3 Vel i
A e helg ol fauy fham
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These villagers were TR = STl Hl He3 & fau
protesting against the Wﬁ' <t oft| g S o A

practices of commercial
logging that the A foRty &t A ok fae

government had permitted. T T&Id UEREAI 9 &N A
They used a novel tactic for 4e} 1 31t aTal # 9 fo=

thelr_protest - that of aifs 3= $e1 Q@ 99197 ST 9oh |
hugging the trees to

prevent them from being 7 faty el f<f o 9@ ok
cut down. These protests TIau] 3Meidd o &9 ° gfurg
marked the beginning of a ga 3R Faqsi-sriele’ & M
world-famous 3 f Rrg B

environmental movement in
our country - the Chipko
movement.
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Chipko movement faqenl AT

The movement began in two Tg STSie 1 IES IATES 3
or three villages of o A

Uttarakhand when the forest -dH T"Tﬁ\,,@ _@.ﬁl h 119 Th
department refused FeMl 81 Ma aret { a9 fawm 4

permission to the villagers %el f& Ddi-a1gt oh SR a1 &
to fell ash trees for making  feu &% 317 o 95 wret =1 Tulq
agricultural tools. However, STU) o9 fawm A erufa 3 @

the forest department
allotted the same patch of TR Y fzam setera, fawm

land to a sports @T'I—Hm‘:ﬁ O\h Lo ﬁlﬁltl'f?ﬂ Elﬁ G.|1:i|:|
manufacturer for &1 JEl IhS! AEUNISR FEHA oh
commercial use. This foru srefed X feam sw@ g e

enraged the villagers and gy Ve ga IR 3= WER

they protested against the
move of the government. 59 heH w1 fatty fwan g8 fatiy

The struggle soon spread a1 Slesl STUES oh I gAlhl H
across many parts of the 9 Bl T
Uttarakhand region.
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Larger issues of ecological and
economic exploitation of the
region were raised. The villagers
demanded that no forest-
exploiting contracts should be
given to outsiders and local
communities should have
effective control over natural
resources like land, water and
forests. They wanted the
government to provide low cost
materials to small industries and
ensure development of the
region without disturbing the
ecological balance. The
movement took up economic
issues of landless forest workers
and asked for guarantees of
minimum wage.

&3 1 diRferfast R snfelew
IMYUT oh Hhel 9 Ydard 339 ol
MeaaraAa 3 4 &1 fo S &)
Helg hl iz HI 3H1 a6l Al hl
Tl fEn s =ifen iR T«
1 STel, ST, SHIH 9 YThfden
JAiel W SIOR =9 g1 arfsu
AT 9ed o T SR ag-3=M ok
faT *° iHd St GEHUT U™
AT 3 39 & o qiiRfefaent
e st JhdMH 9891 S T&1 <l
fae gify=a #R1 sigied =
S o9 =@l &1 snfde qw
Tt I3 M =aH wIKd w1 AR
] AT I
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Women’s active participation fausi 3o & #fedren 4 gfwa
in the Chipko agitation was AR &1l I8 3T &l Thed
a very novel aspect of the T Tee] o A% ¥ GfEd ST

movement. The forest AR : .
contractors of the region helz o IhIR IeT o qesl

usually doubled up as IS hl 3MYFd 1 A FIHH Hid
suppliers of alcohol to men. | Afecan 4 IEER &t dd o+
Women held sustained figeTer St <R STETeT SorEt 3ad

agitations against the habit =
of alcoholism and broadened el S qu“ g3l 3R

the agenda of the movement 3 B IR Wﬁ@ 7o A S|
to cover other social issues. 3MfEHR 3T ATEAT hl hadl

The movement achieved a firell 3R &R 7 e el oh fau
victory when the femmerft a9 § Tei #1 ®weR W U®

government issued a ban on .
felling of trees in the o <t aifs 39 IEfy A &F

Himalayan regions for fifteen =01 Ry ¥ St 3rereen # 3n

years, until the green cover (4|
was fully restored.
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But more than that, the q8{8Idl, d1d 39 3MSiad ol Yhdldl
Chipko movement, which F a2 & gy & e g AR
started over a single issue, & B FR g oTieie OeR &

became a symbol of many \ \ .
such popular movements 53 SR Uk 91K & At A’

emerging in different parts oh fafa= At 4 33 3w S
of the country during the M hT Yaleh &9 T™TI 39 3T
1970s and later. In this ¥ en @ & &) et o Wt o

chapter we shall study some :
UG 1|
of these movements. :
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Party based movements
Popular movements may take
the form of social movements or
political movements and there is
often an overlap between the
two. The nationalist movement,
for example, was mainly a
political movement. But we also
know that deliberations on social
and economic issues during the
colonial period gave rise to
independent social movements
like the anti-caste movement, the
kisan sabhas and the trade union
movement in early twentieth
century. These movements
raised issues related to some
underlying social conflicts.

TSR TS
S ST hYt gmIfSieh af et

USTHIfdeh 3TiSle 6l ®9 o Hhd @ S
3R Y 3R A & U b A 9
a1 TR 34 &1 IR & AU, g9 T
WHHar STkl &l 8 ol 98 J=&1 ®9
Q ToHifden S o AfehT 89 SIFd @
for SiufEie X o mise-aiis
Toell R O foarR d9q 9o S99 sFe
LI UM SRl bl ST g3l
STg—sifa gen ferieht 3ider, fram @
3R 3R AT GG o STiRleHl 3
3N Gell gt o o JRhI |
& d W) 37 Aol - qrifsieh
G & FD AdgHE e 33
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Some of these movements TH $3 ARIeH SR & oK b IN
continued in the post- A off 9o @ ﬂﬁlﬁ ) S?R‘

independence period as well.

Trade union movement had a PN S8 9 W & SEifie eIl
strong presence  among o WA HIGY GG o STQICH I

industrial workers in major cities qifEa
like Mumbai, Kolkata and el SR e a@?[ i =

Kanpur. All major political parties 9% < AU i AMEE HE b forw
established their own trade -3 HSIgY WIS SHUI AIE

unions for mobilising these ¥ 92 & Qﬁﬂl?ﬁ el O 3Ty Y91 &

sections of workers. Peasants in

the Telangana region of Andhra delTT & o fhar e wiidal
Pradesh organised massive dh ~1<;I(0I T dHeEg [ R HIVAHRI

agitations under the leadership . o ro & QAfelor <l T |

of Communist parties in the early
years of iIindependence and
demanded redistribution of land
to cultivators.
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Peasants and agricultural
labourers in parts of
Andhra Pradesh, West
Bengal, Bihar and
adjoining areas continued
their agitations under the
leadership of the Marxist-
Leninist workers; who
were known as the
Naxalites (you have
already read about the
Naxalite movement in the
last chapter). The
peasants’ and the
workers’ movements
mainly focussed on issues
of economic injustice and
inequality.

3y 93, 9= s 3R f9eR o $9
9T fepam qen Efier aegy A

HieRelE - ele) g urel o
FHhdist oh g H 379 foiy S @
39 AR —alfHaEt Tal o aR | fuse
A W UG g 81 32 TEl’ & M
g S T fREr IR Tegd & STk W
e SR e 3T a91 STHHEl o
Tl W @I T 3Rl 3 Sl €9 9
gl | 9T df @l foran «ifeh Tsifes
gl H $hI Tomalehl fdr Ed gaill 3
e § I s Al SR HireA
ik Sl 9 9fhd ®9 € s8I T SSEi
9 e ot H fafv= amfsie qeehl i

ded ER gHvEd g3l
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Non-party movements TSiHifdeh gl 9 W&ad Qe
In the 1970s and 1980s, ‘T 3‘?'( ‘e ! o <Ilh o a9 o ah—é

many sections of the soclely o o srrfifeer <l & STER-oTR @
became disillusioned with the

functioning of  political AIETHT g SHH ""‘*"R"‘* PRI o aE
parties. Failure of the Janata fF SFaT Ul & &9 & R-BIHAR T TGN
experiment and the resulting %3 @H & 9 =T 3 IHH

political instability were the TR § TSHIfas STRear o1 el ot

immediate causes. But in the :
long run the disillusionment ¥ &1 = QAfh, SFR HRUK I Gl

was also about economic T R T I dl Tl T o TR Hl
policies of the state. The 3 fifcAi @ ot RN 1 WSWT T A
model of planned <2y 9 NI & € NG fae™
development that we adopted (Planned Development) &1 Hige

after Independence was o
based on twin goals of growth 1111 Il =¥ Hiscd I STM & T8 A

and distribution. &g 4—3fden Halg 3R 3T AT qHATYY
GEG )
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You have read about it in 27Y 3 R H AW 7AH W IS b @
Chapter Three. In spite of the ST ST 20 i § a7t %

impressive growth in many

sectors of economy in the first ¥¥ Al d SooiEHla Wafs g8, Afrd
twenty years of independence, 3T SIaSR TNl 3R EHHAl S J9H

poverty  and inequalities vy g W fe Hafg & @ wHS

persisted on a large scale. \ . e
Benefits of economic growth did * &% 19 I THA HEAT W T

not reach evenly to all sections ficll Sifd 3R foim W nenfa gmfsien
of society. Existing social guEERT 3 WA o 99 &l

inequalities like caste and
gender sharpened and 3R SR Sfeet q° ¥RIR S

complicated the issues of we-aieifih & aen i Hfv-a
poverty in many ways. There < sig WY T 9 YRt ST Gh it Bl
also existed a gulf between the a_q §_5£| s % fafi @133' ¥

urban-industrial sector and the .
rural agrarian sector. A sense of 9 T WY A R SR 3R S ol

injustice and deprivation grew 9 Yool g3l
among different groups.
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Many of the politically active groups JSHifde &Iqel W Wisha 3 TYEl HI
lost faith in existing democratic fgyamg editE TR Rk ﬂq]?:ﬁ

institutions and electoral politics.
They therefore chose to step outside OSHifT | 33 T A e selild 1S ifc

of party politics and engage in mass g 3 Y 3?!? 9 foig &l W S b

mobilisation for registering their : ) s
g2l 3TE™ g h{l
protests. Students and young feTe e

political activists from various Pl T8 M H BH 1 AN o fafer
sections of the society were in the qaah| & YsHifideh HRIFdl 3T 3T 3R

forefront in organising the =ford aon eTfeard 3 SRR g

marginalised sections such as Dalits

and Adivasis. The middle class A€ 7€ W@l &l THsE ST Y& fham
young activists launched service Tegeni o Fa1 RIS 3 Tid o T4

organisations and constructive .
programmes among rural poor. ARl o S TS hRIshH del 9dl

Because of the voluntary nature of GG TcU| 3 ISHl o YMIfSleh Mt
their social work, many of these i m SIadt o0t 391%“1 Gl g3 <hl

organisations came to be known as . . . .
voluntary organisations or voluntary @Il IS A1 wWHYdl & b Hie

sector organisations. <hel |
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These voluntary organisations
chose to remain outside party
politics. They did not contest
elections at the local or regional
level nor did they support any one
political party. Most of these
groups believed in politics and
wanted to participate in it, but not
through political parties. Hence,
these organisations were called
‘non-party political formations’.
They hoped that direct and active
participation by local groups of
citizens would be more effective
in resolving local issues than
political parties. It was also hoped
that direct participation by people
will reform the nature of
democratic government.

T WUl GiSHl 3 319 i
TSHIfd O X W@l TFER 37aT & W
WY G T A g9 a2 AR 7 & s/
frdt T TsHifae Sl ol 3T GHeH
fm v Sifaepist Gred Uorifa o faga™
%W 9 3R 3EH Al ot wE =Ed
o, Afh =i TsHifas Arisdl o fag
TSHifdeh Sell bl @l g1l 391 Rl 31
Gl &l ‘Tdd TSHIfdeh 96’ el
ST @1 1 SISl sl AT o1 Toh T
TGl o GHIEH H T ARG ahi
et 3 Afehd wriiqll TsiHifaes <ell
3TURTT el SR HITR 8t 3 TS i
favag o1 foh <l ! il 9risd 9
dlichdifeh TR bl Yhfd d YaR am
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Such voluntary sector
organisations still continue
their work in rural and
urban areas. However, their
nature has changed. Of late
many of these organisations
are funded by external
agencies including
international service
agencies. The ideal of local
initiatives is weakened as a
result of availability of
external funds on a large
scale to these
organisations.

A 9 T4 WIYdt U3 e
3 ATHOT Seilehl § AR Gfeed

2| e

A, 39 3Tl YHhid 95d

e 21«

< oh GHY H TH 31+

sl &1 faa-aivor faeeit weifaat
q BH o T uSfeE o
AdURT X ol gfdg-wsifaar i

e €

| 31 G &l s A

R 3 faReft «=fyn g et @
So8 T 98d 1 ITR¥ e
HAIR g3 2



Rise Of Popular Movements S 31iSiel &l 334

Dalit Panthers

Read this poem by well-
known Marathi poet
Namdeo Dhasal. Do you
know who these ‘pilgrims of
darkness’ in this poem are
and who the ‘sunflower-
giving fakir’ was that
blessed them? The pilgrims
were the Dalit communities
who had experienced brutal
caste injustices for a long
time In our society and the
poet is referring to Dr.
Ambedkar as their liberator.
Dalit poets in Maharashtra
wrote many such poems
during the decade of
seventies.

fera Yo

TS oh YfaG hid AHed <didl i
39 hfddl &l dfeU) I 3T odl Gehd
& fop o9 foar o 7w ‘ST =Y
TR SR gEergEl SR A
%R’ o 7 3 87 ‘N = qeEEn’
Y Gohd Ifeld THR™ bl 3R fohalm a0
21 39 9UEE 1 ¥R GO9S § o9 96y
qeh YAl SfFTa 3™ I S 2
hid 1 39 UHIH o Hfokigr <.
FaSHY hl 30 HH o {OC ‘gl
TR el ®wehR' g <kl TN fohan
2| BRI o Ifeia-hfadl 4 W &
<9 U Tl 3 <hiadid ol
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These poems were expressions Il & o9 A 915 4t sfcid =™
of anguish that the Dalit 1 =l & Sﬂ‘qﬁﬁ q TSl U @I

masses continued to face even

after twenty years of 3R 3Tt 39 ISl N SRR i
independence. But they were 3ifiafa 31 sfaaei & g5 we@,
also full of hope for the future, afera qER aTQ o W afgsy

a future that Dalit groups

wished to shape for STRU ¥ ¥ 3N &~ Th Tl sifa=y 5@
themselves. You are aware of fefd WHI™ W 3(UA @i 9 QI 37U

Dr. Ambedkar’s vision of socio- oo it d<cEl Sl dh Sl

economic change and his \
relentless struggle for a JdeH o W 3R feg Stz <

dignified future for Dalits g9 § S/ Jferdl ol Th IRAYEl HiF
outside the Hindu caste-based ﬁfflﬁ ¥ STF SEl s Y S| F 1 S

social structure. It is not

surprising that Dr. Ambedkar I ol T | sved T o <few gf
remains an iconic and 4 YR MR RN A Bl 3JdSHT Hl

inspirational figure in much of U T ROT-96Y F €9 § fHew 2l

Dalit liberation writings.
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Origins

By the early nineteen
seventies, the first
generation Dalit
graduates, especially
those living In city slums
began to assert
themselves from various
platforms. Dalit
Panthers, a militant
organisation of the Dalit
youth, was formed In
Maharashtra in 1972 as
a part of these
assertions.

3
Tiad <3 o STl Il 9 fifem
gferdl I T8l Wt 3 M Hdl 9
3 & ! G I3-T T
SRR @ bl AWI-aRadl |
Ueloht &g gU ]fetd 9| Sfeld fadi bl
SESA oh 3 A H HRRIE § 1972
4 <fera Jaetl &1 Tk GsA ‘<fera
eorg’
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In the post-Independence
period, Dalit groups were
mainly fighting against
the perpetual caste based
inequalities and material
injustices that the Dalits
faced in spite of
constitutional guarantees
of equality and justice.
Effective implementation
of reservations and other
such policies of social
justice was one of their
prominent demands.

NI o oK o Tiell B 3ferd 9@
JeHql Sfd-3aia S/ i
Yfcer TreFl & TS H 3T 9 8 ©
I o flage® o€ ® A1 9 39 9
%l I Tud 9 T Gfaam o
STifd—2Neia fedl 9 /e o 99 o
foreg TR & 7 B WU & B
a1 gifSes = bt Wt & ifadi i
SR foparaaq 7 9@ | ot




Rise Of Popular Movements S 31iSiel &l 334

You know that the Indian 39 S © 5 9RdE gfaam
Constitution abolished T BSd H YA I T BT &

the practice of : .y
untouchability. The T 21 TR A 3Heh JAdid ‘98’ IR

government passed laws ‘g’ o Wk H B SFU 38
to that effect in the 1960s deSR [ SHA | 5 sfaai sl

and 1970s. And yet,
social discrimination and ST | TR AT, Ik W T

violence against the ex- aT 4 ot gmifseh AR qen e
untouchable groups &l SA[d s ©9 H SN @I il
continued In various * il q& Mg 9 39 9 X 2Kt

ways. Dalit settiements in .
villages continued to be i
set apart from the main
village. They were denied
access to common source
of drinking water.
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Dalit women were dishonoured <feq nfeceii o Y =i98R 8id

and abused and worst of all, g g it &1 SiE-HE W@
I I trociti .

Dalits faced collective atrocities F) S S R AR o o

over minor, symbolic issues of

caste pride. Legal mechanisms S A ferdl o S SR sl
proved inadequate to stop the 3Iciigq &l Yk UH H FFH hi ATEq
economic and social oppression TR afed & @ o Egv'lﬂ TE

of Dalits. On the other hand, .
political parties supported by the e 1 TsHifas Il 1 qHA B

Dalits, like the Republican Party ® & S8 Rufseier aidl it gfeam,
of India, were not successful in 9 I sHifd § Thet &1 & I @I

electoral politics. These parties off| 3 qf¥al BT ® off
always remained marginal; had : Tl A, g
Sitee o foe 3% Tt gud it & @™

to ally with some other party Iin '
order to win elections and faced 7SSIIE T YSdl ANl I WA AR &

constant splits. Therefore the o} it firrR &2 sawiel ¥ ‘<fera dYerd'
Dalit Panthers resorted to mass =for SRRl 3 TR W U

action for assertion of Dalits’
rights. SF-hRAlg ol T STIEN
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Activities

Activities of Dalit Panthers mostly
centred around fighting increasing
atrocities on Dalits in various parts
of the State. As a result of
sustained agitations on the part of
Dalit Panthers along with other like
minded organisations over the
issue of atrocities against Dalits,
the govermment passed a
comprehensive law In 1989 that
provided for rigorous punishment
for  such acts. The larger
ideological agenda of the Panthers
was to destroy the caste system
and to build an organisation of all
oppressed sections like the
landless poor peasants and urban
industrial workers along with
Dalits.

Tiafaty
e o fafa= getehl o 3ferdl W &g
R IR ¥ oisl sfeld Jud &t 31
e Tfafafy o <fea derd qen sEe

Yl Al A Sfedl W 8 ®© STER

% e W AR foly Stisier <ot
39 JRUMHEEY TR 9 1989 H Th
Yk S SR 34 HFA o6 3idiid
Sfeld W SAEER A del & folw

ok 8 ol WadH ferar T <fera Yerd
%1 o faaRuc Tsiel Sifd 91 i
qHIE e adl YR W feaH, =l

3Meifirer weige SR 3fela dfea ar o
I 1 Wb G Gl ST
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The movement provided a
platform for Dalit educated youth
to use their creativity as a
protest activity. Dalit writers
protested against the brutalities
of the caste system iIn their
numerous autobiographies and
other literary works published
during this period. These works
portraying the life experiences of
the most downtrodden social
sections of Indian society sent
shock waves in Marathi literary
world, made literature more
broad based and representative
of different social sections and
initiated contestations in the
cultural realm.

g 3] 9 Ye-for@ Sfeld daahi ol
Teh 49 THell T8l o 3191 HsiRiterdl bl
SYANT iUy <l STETSIeEhY hl Tohd
g| 39 SR H 3 HSHAT a1 37
Tifecd @I YhI¥a g1l 37 el o
gfeld i@ Sifd-gen st shXdl ot
SJdo& EI®d il AR U o6
I Jo-Fdel dech oh Silaq b 3THT
s GosT | o1 91 S el 9§ T
qHl o Aifecd § oo fedR 33|
e 1 RV 3 S]] fokga g3l
394 gl o fafu= ol &6t e g8
3R GEHid & 9Uqel W Th Thiee hl
I3 gl
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In the postEmergency period, 3Uidehicl o 1§ o aR § <faid YoE A
Dalit Panthers got involved in g7t g foru) sud &E fausE o

electoral compromises; it . r

also underwent many splits, &xl 3 7E T A H1 RER
which led to its decline. g3l Backward and Minority
Organisations like the Communities’ Employees
Backward and Minority Federation (BAMCEF) 7 <fora derd

Communities’ Employees F o1gfa @ 39 Rad O ‘Iﬁi 1
Federation (BAMCEF) took

over this space.
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Bharatiya Kisan Union

The social discontent in
Indian society since the
seventies was manifold. Even
those sections that partially
benefited in the process of
development had many
complaints against the state
and political parties. Agrarian
struggles of the eighties is
one such example where
better off farmers protested
against the policies of the
state.

ARA fham A=A

g o 3 § RGN U H 63 W@
o AN T gU F&T o b Tuel o
S aaehl &l T gfshan § & <
gl o 37+ WEHR 3R YsHifeh el
o gfd TN ot ST oh <9 I
Fuh-THY FHHT Teh IIE & o
3YRIIhd &1 fhdMl - TR &l Hifcd
1 foiy fepam
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Growth
In January 1988, around

twenty thousand farmers had

gathered in the city of
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh. They
were protesting against the
government decision to
iIncrease electricity rates.
The farmers camped for
about three weeks outside
the district collector’s office
until their demands were
fulfilled. It was a very
disciplined agitation of the
farmers and all those days
they received regular food
supply from the nearby
villages.

3
1988 o SFAt H ST USYT o Ueh &Y
WS H W o9 <R fRyF s gu
J fhaM TR g fosiel &f T H &t
TR el &1 falet X ® 9 fham
It guEdl & SHR & 9T i g%
d% S0 Sl W 3Hoh 91K STht [M
A <l M1 fhaFl 61 I8 @Sr srenfid
o o I f5F Al 4 o WA &
31 &l -9 o a9 3% TR
E-9H fHerdan @
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The Meerut agitation was
seen as a great show of rural
power - power of farmer
cultivators. These agitating
farmers were members of
the Bharatiya Kisan Union
(BKU), an organisation of
farmers from western Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana
regions. The BKU was one of
the leading organisations in
the farmers’ movement of
the eighties.

WS oh 39 % bl U] SifeRd o1 Al

e fob hIRAHRI il Ul Hl Th S
USRI HFT TN 8 W 93 fREm,
IRA fohdM Af=E (BKU), & 958
9 sichy afvemt SW wew 3R sRamm
o TRl T Teh IS 91l I8 3Rt
% I o A 3T]IH o ST
g 4 Teh 9l
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We have noted in Chapter A A H 3 UG A1 fob TER
Three that farmers of 3 9 ‘eftg wifd’ &+t Aifd STEE @

Haryana, Punjab and western ; :
Uttar Pradesh had benefited 1960 & Tk o SHfe Wiew | s,

in the late 1960s from the o IR et SW R R
state policies of ‘green hl BIE M1 & Bl TN $Gh 91§
revolution’. Sugar and wheat el Q 37 Il | T Ak ﬁi T

became the main cash crops \
In the region since then. The T HEA I 1980 < TF b I

cash crop market faced a Y A AT o ISR oh
crisis in mid-eighties due to 7T gU IR 39 %9 ¥ TR O &

the beginning of the process ISR 1 §6HZ I GO HET I
of liberalisation of Indian )

economy.
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The BKU demanded higher TReF fram A 3 T IR T &
government floor prices for Tl Gl ged H Toiad &, Hib
sugarcane and wheat, Sl & Sieod STETeTE W et

abolition of restrictions on

the inter-state movement of <Al 82, FYfEd S W MREYR
farm produce, guaranteed fastelt 3mgfd &, fRaml o Rl

supply of electricity at %l W% e a fhaFl o fow d99M

reasonable rates, waiving of .
repayments due on loans to <l Y€ T bl HIT i1

farmers and the provision of
a government pension for
farmers.
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Similar demands were made by THl U I o 3 UM TSl A

other farmers’ organisations in the oy 3_0T§ | TR o Il 98T 3
country. Shetkari Sanghatana of |

Maharashtra declared the farmers’ P8FI o SR HI ‘gfean’ Hi
movement as a war of Bharat dihal (IMT 3B S=ifih &) &

(symbolising rural, agrarian sector) flaee ‘ara’ (FFt Ao Sy &)

against forces of India (urban .
industrial sector). You have already ! SF &R faal 39 deR e

studied in Chapter Three that the & I8 oId 4G &l ﬂa‘T ¢ for wRa ¥
debate between industry and 3TYFIT 7T foerg &+ THied 9 ﬂg

agriculture has been one of the

prominent issues in India’s model foraml ® $fY sFm 3T H fFaR
of development. The same debate YH9 | Tt oo =t & [ |
came alive once again in the & 9R R 331 o SRR
eighties when the agricultural .

st Al o6 HRU HfY & |

sector came under threat due to )
economic policies of liberalisation WX He{H o A




Characteristics

Activities conducted by the
BKU to pressurise the state for
accepting its demands
included rallies,
demonstrations, sit-ins, and jail
bharo (courting imprisonment)
agitations. These protests
involved tens of thousands of
farmers - sometimes over a
lakh - from various villages in
western Uttar Pradesh and
adjoining regions. Throughout
the decade of eighties, the BKU
organised massive rallies of
these farmers in many district
headquarters of the State and
also at the national capital.

Rise Of Popular Movements S 31iSiel &l 334

forearne

R T 3G JE bl AFH o fau
<dld SleH b %9 W BKU 7 e,
T, eI 3R Siel 70 IIREE 6l
el foran 31 sraal 4 uiR=t
SW Y 3N I AE-99
Scllch o Tilel oh SSIRI-8sIk
(Y-t A T g 9 @ SR
foharl A AT foram @) St b
T W BKU A T o 3F fSiel
gl W 3 fRaFl &t fagne 3o
JTRANfSIA kTl I T ToTgrT oot |
9 BKU 7 it =1 STRISH e
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Another novel aspect of these U HESl ol Ush -1 94 I8 o1 foh sqd
mobilisations was the use of m]?—h‘ a; 3—|‘|ﬁ-|TR-[ S[SId <hl 3‘{%1:"?’[ ﬁb_q'[

caste linkages of farmers. Most .
TR 91l BKU o 31HhisT 959 Teh @™
of the BKU members belonged

to a single community. The S o 91 3 WS | S'HE'\'E'\ el !
organisation used traditional <l 3k HEA W THYE i o [T
caste panchayats of these ‘Sifd-d=rd’ i UG ST h1 SUANT

communities in bringing them & f&dt sy giesfs gimefie

together over economic issues. .
In spite of lack of any formal gld oh UM o dEsE BKU 3194 <hl

organisation, the BKU could <d 9 d& EH W@ Gl Hifh I8

sustain itself for a long time gigq gy gewli & fa-s9r@
because it was based on clan

networks among its members. Gqch-SIel 9 3MEIRd Al BKU o foiQ
Funds, resources and activities #f31 3R GaeA € uchadl ¥ ST

of BKU were mobilised through .
these network S & 3R S8 oF @8R BKU &1
Tidfafe i Gerferd Skt i)
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Until the early nineties, the BKU <9 3T Tl
distanced itself from all political 1990 N RN dah

parties. It operated as a pressure BKU 1 ST Rl Gt TSR 3ol ©
group in politics with its strength T @l oM I& W TR & Y& 5
of sheer numbers. The ¥ = | TSR § T <aE R F1

organisation, along with the other ) B
farmers’ organisations across @ Gfshd ATl 3 WS A T | ﬁgﬁ

States, did manage to get some 311 frOe TG & AT AHT 39T
of their economic demands o .
FS Hi H9H H Yheldl TRl 39 319

accepted. The farmers’

movement became one of the T UM 3 3Tl o <h H oY

most successful social STl %ol Gt EFH'G\)IF'FI'
movements of the ’eighties in this Al =™

respect. The success of the TSI bl Hheldl <h Uiy $8ch Ge&l

movement was an outcome of T} ySHIfdHd TA-UF T qUdT Fl B
political bargaining powers that o)

its members possessed.
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The movement was active mainly I8 37]ieH &I €9 ¥ 3 & 995
in the prosperous States of the 0 o GfRT 91 Qdt ) ST sAfeRT

country. Unlike most of the Indian

fatmers who engage in bl SR M ot AR ARG

agriculture  for  subsistence, fprgri & faudd BKU 4§ el &

members of the organisations ; 3
like the BKU grew cash crops for e IR <6 feTe RINN

the market. Like the BKU, ¢ pyky & wim w=ii & s fram
farmers’ organisations across . .. .
' Sl A 30 G 3 WAl 6 "

States recruited their members

from communities that Q@ AT fSFRT & &t AT TSHITT |

dominated regional electoral .
politics. Shetkari Sanghatana of {E =l Helite <l AR TS 3R

Maharashtra and Rayata Sangha -l <l Wa d9 @ RO e %

of Kamataka, are prominent Sfigq 3R Bl
examples of such organisations

of the famers.
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Anti-AE ack Movement
When the BKU was
mobilising the farmers of
the north, an altogether
different kind of
mobilisation in the rural
areas was taking shape in
the southern State of
Andhra Pradesh. It was a
spontaneous mobilisation
of women demanding a
ban on the sale of alcohol
in their neighbourhoods.

dret-fauet Stiger

S BKU 3™ H fhaFl ol ameEg &
@ A1 34 909 Teh 37T a8 ol
JM_IeH IfRION T 3TY Yo¥T H 3ThR
o @I 41l I8 Higestli &l Th

WA 3Tl A1l A Afgand ST
M-y | AU i folsht W i
! AN HT @ i
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Stories of this kind appeared in 99 1992 & fadsR 31X 3T HIE |
the Telugu press almost daily g WE B @R ?l‘g’ﬂ g T T As

during the two months of et o) T
September and October 1992. | TS BT A S S .qI
The name of the village would Y ot & 2t wror afgest |

change in each case but the wx§ & figc® ek @< Wi 9i I8
story was the same. Rural R wiftea A gEn 3 % fae®

women in remote villages from . |
the State of Andhra Pradesh i 39 T 1 T €9 YR fhy

fought a  battle against ff 34 ¥ d AEl-faUdt 3tiSieq &
alcoholism, against mafias and g o S /7

against the government during

this period. These agitations

shaped what was known as the

anti-arrack movement in the

State.
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Origins 33
In a village in the interior of gy wRyr & 3 ISEECIED

Dubagunta in Nellore district of & i gL ¥
Andhra Pradesh, women had X-KUST o M TSl H 1990

enrolled in the Adult Literacy YB3l 3R ¥ feetsti & =
Drive on a large scale in the Ye—qrrar wrisH =arn T s

early nineteen nineties. It iIs feeet 3 T o F g

during the discussion In the - o .
class that women complained U4l hefel | Afeed =R & el

of increased consumption of a SR <30 INE, drel 37f W+ i
locally brewed alcohol - arrack fyeppd St o Tl <) sE it
- by men in their families. The Tl S o ﬂﬁlﬁ ot TaF Tl A

habit of alcoholism had taken

deep roots among the village WRIRE 3R "Ffas &1 ¥ Wt HHEIR

people and was ruining their g w9
physical and mental health.




Rise Of Popular Movements S 31iSiel &l 334

It affected the rural economy of
the region a great deal.
Indebtedness grew with
iIncreasing scales of consumption
of alcohol, men remained absent
from their jobs and the
contractors of alcohol engaged in
crime for securing their monopoly
over the arrack trade. Women
were the worst sufferers of these
illeffects of alcohol as it resulted
in the collapse of the family
economy and women had to bear
the brunt of violence from the
male family members, particularly
the husband.

INEE 9 &F i T AdHTEq
90 W@ gwifad 8 W o4 INEE
% 961 9 sl I 91 Q1 ey
A B 9 TR IR @
ol IS o 3haR Ay MR |
TSR - WH o fou 1qudi
T & 9 IEER O 99 S]]
fSaeha Afecn=tl ol 81 W 91 399
qRaR &l ST I |
TRaR H dFE 3R AR 6l AR
o+ <
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Women in Nellore came ook § T arst &t ot &
together in spontaneous g 3T M 3R 3IBH YE &l
local initiatives to protest " .

against arrack and forced W FI S FI 6 o 9=
closure of the wine shop. T & w1 I8 G oSt 9
The news spread fast and thett 3R HAT 5000 TG i
women of about 5000 Hfeesli ¥ Stiele § TN oF &
villages got inspired and ...

met together in meetings, &Y T giaey daEt U g £
passed resolutions for U Y 39 TSIl sholael &l sl
imposing prohibition and T Aok el & daEel 1 e
sent them to the District )

Collector. The arrack 17 S 388 gﬁ' ek et 1 7@

auctions in Nellore district IR Hi-4R 1@ 4 ° el M

were postponed 17 times.
This movement in Nellore
District slowly spread all
over the State.
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Linkages RIS i HiSAl
The slogan of the anti-arrack g feRieft MRl &1 W a8d
movement was simple — _ ° ‘e w1 R s HA

prohibition on the sale of arrack. " 11 A
But this simple demand touched T S8 TRV AR < &5 °h AUHh

upon larger social, economic and gmifSi, 3Tfh 3R TSHifdeh Hﬁf
political issues of the region that . Afeeneli o Siiaq &1 T8t g9t

affected women’s life. A close
nexus between crime and politics ferem IS EEE ®l SR 3T

was established around the Td USHId o S Ueh @Y Il A
business of arrack. The State i o o TWEHR = AET FI R
government collected huge 3 3 - 'i?ﬁﬁ oft

revenues by way of taxes . .
imposed on the sale of arrack and g9ieT o7 39 W Yided &0 o Wi
was therefore not willing to <

iImpose a ban.
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Groups of local women W Aigeneli o gl A 39 Sifed
tried to address these T3 I 3T 3TiRieH | SSHT &
complex issues in their .

foRan 9 =] fd@n o Hgs W 9t gd

agitation against arrack.

They also openly discussed AR W == H o e A
the issue of domestic Tecll IR Afeensti @ W fear S|
violence. Their movement, frsht H@ W sl 1 AT &=

for the first time, provided a
platform to discuss private
iIssues of domestic
violence. Thus, the anti-
arrack movement also
became part of the
women’s movement.
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Earlier, women’s groups 39 e drel-faet sTier afget
working on issues of SR I T fe o T ELery|
domestic violence, the Y e T e g SR

custom of dowry, sexual

abuse at work and public Td GEsieh TIFAl T Zlﬁ—?ﬁﬁ?ﬂ h
places were active mainly fae® ™ el Afgel 998
among urban middle class IRR T R R

women in different parts of

the country. Their work led e & Wi 3 SR W@ ana R
to a realisation that issues W ] Bidl &t Aigel Wl o |ad

of injustice to women and T QI8 TR fasfaa Tt

of gender inequalities were St

complicated in nature. e gﬁ 53 W EH Al SR
3R oifirer YgWE 1 Hel @
Sifee 2
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During the decade of the
eighties women’s
movement focused on
iIssues of sexual violence
against women - within the
family and outside. These
groups ran a campaign
against the system of dowry
and demanded personal
and property laws based on
the norms of gender
equality.

3M3d <k oh A Hieel AReH
IRaR o 3T 3 IGoh dR 8N
et a9 fEw & g’ W s @i
51 TRl A e 9 o faaw gfen
Ies 3N oifileh S9Fan & fagid ®
UM i
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These campaigns contributed a 39 W& o 3IMAI 1 Afgar=l o
great deal in increasing overall e o Ui 9uS § Hueh Sl
social awareness about women’s ﬁ'c:[ 1 g R 2 ;

questions. Focus of the women’s .
movement gradually shifted from IR ¥ Teh{ HHISh THAA

legal reforms to open social TE| W i G AN W S HE

confrontations like the one we :
discussed above. As a result the SR T Th T & R WS

movement made demands of gl T W T -3 Al
equal representation to women in 3 YA USHIfdeh SfaffIe bt
politics during the nineties. We gq & < 91l 3T9eR) I & B
know that 73rd and 74th . ..

fop dfaum & 739 3R 749 GeA

amendments have granted

reservations to women in local o 3Jdid Afgcsl &l T
level political offices. ToHifaes e/l o R & /=

2
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Demands for extending 39 Ol bl {1 1 faaFa=t
similar reservations in State dem 99 o o aplq,—{e[ 1 A0 H
and Central legislatures _

have also been made. A STl %l 4% W 39 SRE & Ch

constitution amendment bill GeeE faeres st ust fohar ST g

to this effect has been 2l Wg fades &) evft 9 well
proposed but has not U efae T8t 81 URn %I FT T
received enough support . )
from the Parliament yet. form wfeen T off wfier €, wRad
Main opposition to the bill faderer o 3idia <foa 3R fuse o
has come from groups, &1 Afeensti o feTT Stem g ST
including some women’s o

I AT W © B

groups, who are insisting
on a separate quota for
Dalit and OBC women
within the proposed
women’s quota in higher
political offices.
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Narmada Bachao Aandolan THer SR 3T
Social movements that we discussed 3 ooff g stidler foFe aR o

so far raised various issues about the .
model of economic development that g onft q 9= &I, U H

India had adopted at the time of 3TNSII o 9IS 3TYAIU U 37k

Independence. Chipko movement f9h/™E & died | gafern fem
brought out the issue of ecological

depletion whereas the famers I @ 21 Th 3R el Faueh!
complained of neglect of agricultural 3l 3 39 Hied A ffed waiervig
sector. Social and material conditions 5T & ﬂ% = Oy @ e -

of Dalits led to their mass struggles

whereas the anti-arrack movement 31, frUFl 7 HfH &= =l <@l W
focused on the negative fallouts of Iy Yehe ATl SHI & S8l foid

what was considered development. ‘v‘lﬂ'q'lzﬁ =) Gt —antis gfitetE

The issue implicit in all these ) .
movements was made explicit by the ©© SH-GEEl i 3R o T @l

movements against displacement qEl-4§d} 3tidie A fah™ &

:?ou;iils by huge developmental THIHE T3l St 3 9 fham
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Sardar Sarovar Project TER WA IR

An ambitious developmental project 339 <9k & YRH W WRA 6 HeA WO
was launched in the Narmada valley of

central India in early ’eighties. The 4 feera ier =it o foepr@ afEsHT
project consisted of 30 big dams, 135 dgd #¥g 9%(5[ SId 3?R He I q
medium sized and around 3,000 small ﬂ\_rRel et e ak : i

dams to be constructed on the -
Narmada and its tributaries that flow 9 30 SIS, 135 Hgilel q1 300 SIS Y

across three states of Madhya M I F&dd @l TR0 e oh GER

Pradesh, Gujarat and Maharashtra. ) <
Sardar Sarovar Project in Gujarat and AR e YW b THI WER ST b

the Narmada Sagar Project in Madhya ®©4 4 3 999 Tvl?f[ 3R ag—?»%?*ﬂzr
Pradesh were two of the most GRS 1 fRor fohar m e A

important and biggest, multi-purpose ot .
dams planned under the project. o e W Sl TR Fell 59

Narmada Bachao Aandolan, a e 3 sl o fior <61 feriy femam
movement to save Narmada, opposed T SRl 3Rl = e o o <6
the construction of these dams and

questioned the nature of ongoing qI-ar <@ ¥ = @ o afEsst
developmental projects in the country. % ﬁﬁﬁl R 9 garel 33T &I %I
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Sardar Sarovar Project is a IER QU qRFiSHT o 3fdild T
multipurpose mega-scale g - ﬁ\gﬁq CHIGECICECEICEG 3|

dam. Its advocates say that 3 3
it would benefit huge areas T B SiY gaYfdl H1 FHe

of Gujarat and the three fr s@eh fior 9 o o T
adjoining states in terms of  §gq s fexd wfeq 7 wsiEt
availability of drinking water = ﬁ.'q,ﬁ ¥ g ﬁﬁ"’&‘ sk

and water for irrigation,

generation of electricity and forstelt & ST &1 gfaer qean

increase in agricultural &3 ST bl a1 ¥ &t U
production. Many more o UNIRIED CARUBAL TG I BC A
subsidiary benefits like ) z

SYAITr 39 o 9 e @l

effective flood and drought
control in the region were o @t el 1%5 T8 Wg 3R g™

linked to the success of this &} 37Ul X R AT S
dam. TS|
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In the process of g&difad aid & faior 9@ gefeq

construction of the dam 245 o 95 245 W9 g % 97 °
villages from these States ® 9 o|: gataa a9 whw

were expected to get

submerged. It required ek oM@ ANl oh YAdIE 1 &
relocation of around two and J[qd Ygd T wAdhRdis A

a half lakh people from these SSMIN T nfafafaet ™
villages. Issues of relocation

and proper rehabilitation of AT Hi ¥ 1988-89 o fi(lil
the project-affected people fHell S[d &g TIHIT WIAdl
were first raised by local ST A e &l THer a9

activist groups. It was . . _
around 1988-89 that the AR o ¥4 d 7fea foam

issues crystallised under the
banner of the NBA - a loose
collective of local voluntary
organisations.




Rise Of Popular Movements <A 3IiciHl &1 334

Debates and struggles arc-faare AR go
Since its inception the NBA Tder STeleld 3194 ST &1 Y&

linked its opposition to the
Sardar Sarovar Project with 4 B §ER WT’R trﬁ:‘gﬁw <l

larger issues concerning the fa&m@ TfRASHERN & ge<) 4 9

nature of ongoing StgshY I@al @l 21 I8 3Male
developmental projects, W 3 e st so%
efficacy of the model of

development that the areSie Sifae W gerd 33T
country followed and about & 8| T(&ieH i Th &I Il
what constituted public I8 &l g T 31@' I K1 gt

interest in a democracy. It 2 .
demanded that there should W [ d Bl

be a costbenefit analysis of fergetoor ferar Sl
the major developmental

projects completed in the

country so far.
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The movement argued that
larger social costs of the
developmental projects must
be calculated in such an
analysis. The social costs
included forced resettiement
of the project-affected
people, a serious loss of
their means of livelihood and
culture and depletion of
ecological resources.

AlTd fagci™or # 9 o 60
stigst i fe=n s =nfse fa

qqS oh faf = a1 &t 39
LIEC IR R 2 IRCHE RIS

IO U7 ! SN & Aqed
4 39 91 i R A famn
f& =1 afRgisFeTt &1 <M &
qqiarg, 3ATSitfaehl, G&hid al
TieRu W 1 W 98T =)
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Initially the movement IESd | ST]ied A g " @

demanded proper and just 'ﬁ; trﬁ:gﬁgl—,ﬂ' @ g 91 39y
habilitati f all th 2 :

reallalo-noa osée KC[@BT Hq:ﬁ_ ﬁﬁa')_[

who were directly or

indirectly affected by the gfad qAaid fdar SQ) sgter
project. The movement also % o A 3:[ et fasemg

questioned the nature of gfersrre & Bator = El'ﬁ:h_éﬂ
decision-making processes

that go in the making of T A FaTd IS THI =
mega scale developmental AR+ 39 o W i g
projects. The NBA insisted f& et qfEsHet +1 fofa

that local communities must . )
. . gfsean o T 9IET &t

have a say in such decisions

and they should also have IRt g+t afee ok <,
effective control over natural S, STHie S rhfdaer GameEl

resources like water, land W STHT I9ER BT 2
and forests.
Sy
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The movement also asked 3T 4 Teh HE<IYUl Hald I8
why, in a democracy, should 9 I3RT fF Awas 3 ) <
some people be made to \ Yy
sacrifice for benefiting °h i 3’701%'"1 4 il
others. All these THEH F SSH =1feT? 39 @
considerations led the NBA % 9drdl 9 rﬁﬁ @1 3 A
to shift from its initial SFad: Wﬁ:'

demand for rehabilitation to ® AR S

its position of total A TGNl A 3o 8

opposition to the dam. Siel 1 Eell qETha Sl 2



Rise Of Popular Movements <A 3IiciHl &1 334

Arguments and agitations of
the movement met
vociferous opposition in the
States benefiting from the
project, especially in Gujarat.
At the same time, the point
about right to rehabilitation
has been now recognised by
the government and the
judiciary. A comprehensive
National Rehabilitation Policy
formed by the government in
2003 can be seen as an
achievement of the
movements like the NBA.

TH<T 9=18Tt 3TSie oh
hrihdien &1 Tord o8 T |
dia fatiar g3m 81 Wq 3
WHR AR Uit 1 gl
I8 WieR & @ f& oM =l
TAaig faerr =gl SR gl
200313@%0@2[1-@‘9
Hifa = e S=en S
qraifsier TSI i SUCY oh
®Y o 3@ S Gehdl 81 W
gehadl o 91 8 THa1 9913
M <l a1y o famion W
qh & 1 A1 38 W drEl
fatiy ot e w1 B
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However, its demand to stop
the construction of the dam
was severely criticised by
many as obstructing the
process of development,
denying access to water and
to economic development for
many. The Supreme Court
upheld the government’s
decision to go ahead with
the construction of the dam
while also instructing to
ensure proper rehabilitation.

e =eh! T &e-l @ f& Ao
%1 Afeas @anr famE =l
gfsrdr, It 1 SYsHdT 3TN
e faerd o d1en S &Y
W@l 21 giiF &< 3 39 Amd °
THR H 9 BT S (M qBH
! fogra & @ dfes @iy €
30 ¥ IRy it fgan mn @ fw
gATfad <M 1 {Aaid &l

e 4 fwar s
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Narmada Bachao Aandolan THE J913Tt 3Tt < 9 o

continued a sustained ST S9Thi deh ATl STiie A
agitation for more than twenty

years. It used every available 3|c|:.i| HIT 11@'_{ 3 oh fag
democratic strategy to put YD Alhdifleh THITd T

forward its demands. These LTSl TR 3Tiete A 319t

included appeals to the .
judiciary, mobilisation of GI??I.:EIIZIEIII\GIEISI q éi.aﬂ 31“{‘@,\'2'
support at the international A4l dh § 3381 3Tl bl

level, public rallies in support U &1 Sl & 9 e
of the movement and a revival

of forms of Satyagraha to H oh Telg ﬁa‘_"' SIS IEEIRED
convince people about the el a2 gcame S aliet &l
movement’s position. ot g foRar q_{_S[ fausft Tt
However, the movement could _ At

not garner much support qfed KA I i

among the mainstream qifdat o oia STIe iy @Y
political parties - including e T2 S 9T

the opposition parties.
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In fact, the journey of the
Narmada Bachao Aandolan
depicted a gradual process of
disjunction between political
parties and social movements in
Indian politics. By the end of the
’nineties, however, the NBA was
not alone. There emerged many
local groups and movements
that challenged the logic of
large scale developmental
projects in their areas. Around
this time, the NBA became part
of a larger alliance of people’s
movements that are involved in
struggles for similar issues in
different regions of the country.
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Lesson from popular
movements

The history of these popular
movements helps us to
understand better the nature of
democratic politics. We have
seen that these non-party
movements are neither sporadic
In nature nor are these a problem.
These movements came up to
rectify some problems in the
functioning of party politics and
should be seen as integral part of
our democratic politics. They
represented new social groups
whose economic and social
grievances were not redressed in
the realm of electoral politics.
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Popular movements ensured  9MIfS& 3Stadl 4 QN oh 34
effective representation of AT 9 1 grHTfsen-smfefe

domanda. This reduced the TN F sifeaf & <
possibility of deep social AUt fahal =l T"‘_’“ USRI
conflict and disaffection of o SIRU 8 &l & 91 ® oI
these groups from fafa= grfse el o fau 3
democracy. Popular ST AYH a1 @R H d8al

movements suggested new
forms of active participation qIeqH SR I AN oh e

and thus broadened the idea  d gl 3X 94T o &Y &l T

of participation in Indian grefss fegn 6T 39 InStet A

democracy. Ush G 9 clichdsl ki & 6l =
gfshd 9 o T 49 oh
T A AR dishd A o SHIER
H SGRNT 2
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Critics of these movements
often argue that collective
actions like strikes, sit-ins
and rallies disrupt the
functioning of the
government, delay decision
making and destabilise the
routines of democracy. Such
an argument invites a deeper
question: why do these
movements resort to such
assertive forms of action?
We have seen in this chapter
that popular movements
have raised legitimate
demands of the people and
have involved large scale
participation of citizens.

g QI ob 3Tcikeh 3ThER I8 <ol
34 ¢ % g at, 9% SR et S
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It should be noted that the
groups mobilised by these
movements are poor, socially
and economically
disadvantaged sections of
the society from marginal
social groups. The frequency
and the methods used by the
movements suggest that the
routine functioning of
democracy did not have
enough space for the voices
of these social groups. That
iIs perhaps why these groups
turned to mass actions and
mobilisations outside the
electoral arena.

9 BT 39 «1d 9N & 20
gifet foh 39 91 A< g
A Sl SIH dTell Sl
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This can be seen in the recent
case of the new economic
policies. As you will read In
Chapter Nine, there is a growing
consensus among political
parties over the implementation
of these policies. It follows that
those marginal social groups
who may be adversely affected
by these policies get less and
less attention from political
parties as well as the media.
Therefore, any effective protest
against these policies Involves
assertive forms of action that
are taken up by the popular
movements outside the
framework of political parties.
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Movements are not only about
collective assertions or only about
rallies and protests. They involve a
gradual process of coming together
of people with similar problems,
similar demands and similar
expectations. But then movements
are also about making people
aware of their rights and the
expectations that they can have
from democratic institutions. Social
movements in India have been
involved in these educative tasks
for a long time and have thus
contributed to expansion of
democracy rather than causing
disruptions. The struggle for the
right to information is a case In
point.
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Yet the real life impact of these
movements on the nature of public
policies seems to be very limited.
This is partly because most of the
contemporary movements focus
on a single issue and represent the
interest of one section of society.
Thus it becomes possible to ignore

their reasonable demands.
Democratic politics requires a
broad alliance of various

disadvantaged social groups. Such
an alliance does not seem to be
shaping under the leadership of
these movements. Political parties
are required to bring together
different sectional interests, but
they also seem to be unable to do
SO.
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Parties do not seem to be
taking up issues of marginal
social groups. The
movements that take up
these issues operate in a
very restrictive manner. The
relationship between
popular movements and
political parties has grown
weaker over the years,
creating a vacuum in
politics. In the recent years,
this has become a major
problem in Indian politics.
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Movement for Right to
Information

The movement for Right to
Information (RTI) is one of the
few recent examples of a
movement that did succeed in
getting the state to accept its
major demand. The movement
started in 1990, when a mass
based organisation called the
Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan (MKSS) in Rajasthan
took the initiative in demanding
records of famine relief work
and accounts of labourers. The
demand was first raised in
Bhim Tehsil in a very backward
region of Rajasthan.
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The villagers asserted their
right to information by asking
for copies of bills and vouchers
and names of persons on the
muster rolls who have been
paid wages on the construction
of schools, dispensaries, small
dams and community centres.
On paper such development
projects were all completed, but
it was common knowledge of
the villagers that there was
gross misappropriation of
funds. In 1994 and 1996, the
MKSS organised Jan Sunwais
or Public Hearings, where the
administration was asked to
explain its stand in public.
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The movement had a small
success when they could
force an amendment in the
Rajasthan Panchayati Raj
Act to permit the public to
procure certified copies of
documents held by the
Panchayats. The Panchayats
were also required to
publish on a board and in
newspapers the budget,
accounts, expenditure,
policies and beneficiaries. In
1996 MKSS formed National
Council for People’s Right to
Information in Delhi to raise
RTI to the status of a
national campaign.
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Prior to that, the 3H hRAlR 1 A&A Y1 oh IATIDHR
Consumer Education q,ﬁ W 3:|fq:|-q'|:|' &1 ©Y a—,ﬂ' 1l
and Research Center, ) _

the Press Council and g9 Ugcl, Consumer Education anc!
the Shourie committee Research Center (SU¥isral f¥1am wq
had proposed a draft RTl  3s1qgu™ 3%), Press Council A
law. In 2002, a weak s} Gfafy MR
Freedom of Information 1 A & 3t am
Act was legislated but U I §|q|.( ferar =m 2002 4
never came into force. 'Y= bl TAHAdr’ M %l T

In 2004 RTI Bill was fadae WG g3 ol I8 & HA=R
tabled and received . . .
presidential assent in il o1 St 56 .l A | \:|g°[
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