Challenges To And Restoration Of The Congress System

HTUY YoIell : gAifaan 3R qreriua

In Chapter Two we read about
the emergence of the Congress
system. This system was first
challenged during the 1960s. As

political competition became
more intense, the Congress
found it difficult to retain its

dominance. It faced challenges
from the opposition that was
more powerful and less divided
than before. The Congress also
faced challenges from within, as
the party could no longer
accommodate all kinds of
differences. In this chapter we
pick the story from where we left
it in Chapter Two, in order to
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e understand how the >H8% oh 9% oHId 1 91 &ide
political transition took <

place after Nehru;

e describe how the > faugg =i QT"’_(" 3 G o
opposition unity and the fee@ 3 +1U9 & I &l hd

Congress split posed a Tt &
challenge to Congress 2R M % -iq(q ¥ w4
dominance; . .

e explain how a new %199 fvy @& 37 FHifaar @
Congress led by Indira Il IR
Gandhi overcame these SHa TR AR qen faaryme
challenges; and .

e analyse how new policies T AW e H gAarTE w12

and ideologies facilitated
the restoration of the
Congress system.
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Challenge of Political TeHIfaeh SRR &1 g
Succession 1964 & W W Ae® ® g & TE

Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru passed away in May 4 fredt & W@ @ At S "v'ljw

1964. He had been unwell for ¥ sMR Ic © 9| 3HYH 78®
more than a year. This had  gHifas IIUYRT T dHT d2

generated a lot of . . N
speculation about the usual T MY T fF A€ & -

question of succession: after HI? A, ARG R Fa-Taas W
Nehru, who? But in anewly o 3§ HEeld 4 T 3R THR ol
independent country like A A R B AT & 88 & 9

India, this situation gave rise )
. - 31TF@|'{ L3 Q‘Q'[ g:]'ln 1?7
to a more serious question: q ¢

after Nehru, what?
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The second question arose HRd 4 9@ o 9gd 9 Nl i

from the serious doubts that g3e o7 foh JeT A8® o 9 dishdd

many outsiders had about .
whether India’s democratic Y\ |t ® 9@m A Tl gEa

experiment will survive after Hdald g4l U3@ oh SR o 33T 9
Nehru. It was feared that like 3T9IshT %t foh STt dgd 9 TI-%Ed

so many other newly 39N &t & 9Rd A9 UsHifas

independent countries, India N .
too would not be able to IAUTYHR 1 ald dihdifAh @71 9

manage a democratic g 8l $L I A9Hhd @& Hi
succession. A failure todo gId # W o1 foh 91 UsHifah

so, it was feared, could lead CIRED H I 3| sHah 3tfafied,
to a political role for the T 9 $1 dH o G2E 9 fF 2w

army. Besides, there were

doubts if the new leadership o AW Sgfay sfsTgar 3 Sl

would be able to handle the @ 3R T3 Aqcd 3T THHH G
multiple crises that awaited gy o1 ==Y
a solution.
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The 1960s were labelled as 1960 9 3T i ‘ Gdlh I
the ‘dangerous decade’ when FeT ST & F4fe e eaued

unresolved problems like

poverty, inequality, UBMIEET 3R CEIRERIEE .3"&
communal and regional & HAld 34 3EHes o1 99 o
divisions etc. could lead to a {x g9 @l FfeaAl S FHRUT 29

fa|IE|re of the democratic ¥ aiedas =1 gReEsET Swe gl
project or even the

disintegration of the country. STl 312aT € ¥ & fo@x S
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From Nehru to Shastri

The ease with which the succession after
Nehru took place proved all the crtics
wrong. When Nehru passed away, K.
Kamraj, the president of the Congress
party consulted party leaders and
Congress members of Parliament and
found that there was a consensus in favour
of Lal Bahadur Shastrii He was
unanimously chosen as the leader of the
Congress parliamentary party and thus
became the country’s next Prime Minister.
Shastri was a non-controversial leader
from Uttar Pradesh who had been a
Minister in Nehru’s cabinet for many years.
Nehru had come to depend a lot on him in
his last year. He was known for his
simplicity and his commitment to
principles. Earlier he had resigned from the
position of Railway Minister accepting
moral responsibility for a major railway
accident.

g% <h 91 IS

8% oh SAUTYHR] 1 Hald sa-t SEHET 9
g Y T &1 fh sTaiges 31— W@ 7U|
A8E &l Y oh 9% HIUY URT oh ALAY
o, HEUS A G gl o Adren 3
qragl 9 gars-weifau fean s=iv = fa
gt dreaey ISl o gy o @1 I,
HI0Y AT < o fAfddy a1 97 1w ik
39 & 9 I & YYFEHA 991 IMET, W
Ry & 94 3R ITE oh AfHed ¥ w3 g
dh T3l @ o1 3l Al Al fhdr fa
&1 faarg &€l 31 91l AU fEd 9l o
T86® 319 W HRI-4-95 A9 gid T o)
S 3a Tt SR fagia feer ok fau
yfag 91 & T®1 9 Th a1 I geledr &t
Afaw et WeR S g W9 & ]
q TEHT 2 g A
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Shastri was the country’s Prime
Minister from 1964 to 1966.
During Shastri's brief Prime
Ministership, the country faced
two major challenges. While
India was still recovering from
the economic implications of the
war with China, failed monsoons,
drought and serious food crisis
presented a grave challenge. As
discussed in the previous
chapter, the country also faced a
war with Pakistan In 1965.
Shastri’s famous slogan ‘Jai
Jawan Jai Kisan’, symbolised the
country’s resolve to face both
these challenges.

IME 1964 ¥ 1966 d I <h

gyEEST @1 39 U W 9 98 ®A fA
% W@ cifh 3O Siel afy & 337 1
oSt gAtfaa 1 g feRan WRa,
=M qg S HROT U5 g3 A
Ffczal € IaH &t FKIE R @I
Tl WY & AFYA &1 STU%adl @ I
H g@ &t feufa o &3 Fel W
CrE= %l THR Hhe 3 ST oA
Y, 1965 0 difed™ o QiU 44t 5
ST TSN 39k aR # oA fusd
LA™ | UGN ATl T 3 S
SaF-99 feam’ &1 1w fear, fsea
5T < gAaa @ faed & 39k 3%
Heheq 1 qdl dodl =
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Shastri’s Prime Ministership Y4=H3l o 98 W TS 98 %A
came to an abrupt end on 10 fef 9% @1 10 Sl 1966 61

January 1966, when he . N
suddenly expired in RIS | STEH 3Th1 I8 8l

Tashkent, then in USSR and "Il d¥T%g dd Hdqd Hifadd G
currently the capital of 7 o 3R 3N I8 Isofh&a™ &1
Uzbekistan. He was there to TSuT 2 IS 1 goifa %

discuss and sign an . ) .
agreement with Muhammad facfadt o wifersa™ o deprediA

Ayub Khan, the then Usgyfd dAigmg Yy @ 9 i
President of Pakistan, to end & 3R G wsﬁﬁ W &R
the war. .

& oh fau 3 dRTeg U o)
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From Shastri to Indira Gandhi IMET o 915 sfeq et

Thus the Congress faced the challenge syt =i I d 109 % 9E+ ECIRY
of political succession for the second TSI TS &1 gaTd 33 @1 el

time in two years. This time there was

an intense competition between T AR AR <9wR 3 3w Mt % =
Morarji Desai and Indira Gandhi. S1 qhieal ATl ARRS @ S« qid
Morarji Desai had earlier served as (WIS[RT WeRT= 3R oRI) o J&AHA!
Chief Minister of Bor_nbay state (today’s vz 1w 1@ g% A Shelg uhmed 4 3 Wl
Maharashtra and Gujarat) and also as a 9 W W ® 9% 9| SR JTE F a4

Minister at the centre. Indira Gandhi, _. , o
the daughter of Jawaharlal Nehru, had U Ml TR g9 | H1UW A>T b TR

been Congress President in the past ™ ® Tl | IS o AiWsd # I=id
and had also been Union Minister for == d3el &1 Y9R 91T 41l 39 SHI
Information in the Shastri cabinet. This et & 92 Aarett § e et & gmelH

time the senior leaders in the party : ,
decided to back Indira Gandhi, but the A HTHA TR Afh 3 Mt oF AW W

decision was not unanimous. The FAUHId A & HI ST Thil TH ¥ T

contest was resolved through a secret hast & fau =109 o QrEg | Tt HAH
ballot among Congress MPs. feram sfem e 3 wivRsh 4EE =t 80 fgam
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Indira Gandhi defeated 3% HIUY Ul oh gi-fass 4@
Morarji Desai by securing the Ifas grEge) A STy "d fEam em

support of more than two- N \
thirds of the party’s MPs. A 19 o Tefd T gfaequt o

peaceful transition of power, SES[E UET # ¥l &l T &S
despite intense competition sifqyui @7 |/ Hu= @ TN W

for leadership, was seen as a g g &1 aRggaar & &9
sigh of maturity of India’s

democracy. 9 <@ ™
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It took some time before the new
Prime Minister could settle down.
While Indira Gandhi had been
politically active for very long, she
had served as a minister under
Lal Bahadur Shastri only for a
short period. The senior Congress
leaders may have supported
Indira Gandhi in the belief that her
administrative and political
iInexperience would compel her to
be dependent on them for
support and guidance. Within a
year of becoming Prime Minister,
Indira Gandhi had to lead the
party in a Lok Sabha election.

U YYHEHAT &l SHA T AiST 9

o 3T wH A qt 98 dd 9ud
4 UoHifa 9 afea of, dfed
ARSI o Afyusd # &8
&9 fl 9 63 9 W off| 109 <k
gf{sd Aarstl & HadA I8 gy
31 quY fhar shn fo yymafies
3 ToHifaen Amelt & @M A |
g o SRu guedq R feen-Fdym
o fau sfeu met 39 W st '
QYA 991 oh Th 91d oh 3
gfqq MYt &l ciwqHl oh A |
qret it ST[ElR &t IS
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Around this time, the 39 99d d& <91 &t i feufa

economic situation in the A ot e TE off| Tog sfRw

country had further |
deteriorated, adding to her Sl HiSTFAT AR 98 T3 5

problems. Faced with these Eh‘l%‘rlﬁ'éﬁ h H@FITTR‘ 381 Ul W
difficulties, she set out to 3 FEF0T SeM 3R A Aq

gain control over the party IS &l fe@™ S ST )

and to demonstrate her
leadership skills.
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Fourth General Elections, e 3 g-d, 1967

1967 A o TeHide 3 I siae™

The year 1967 is considered ..
a landmark year in India’s H 1967 % WA &l A W{Uf

political and electoral history. IS8 HFI Sl @1 & &A™ |
In Chapter Two you read 39 Y€ g @ foh 1952 oh &K @

about how the Congress R I F HUG qE BT ASHITGD

party was the dominant .
political force throughout the IS HTIH ¢TI 1967 % ImEl H

country from 1952 onwards. 39 Ydfd # T8 «]clld 37T
This trend was to undergo

significant changes with the

1967 elections.
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Context of the elections gAEl T 9<H
In the years leading up to the =t W * o a% 9 °

fourth general elections, the

country witnessed major e il gl Ioh o1 gurEEal
changes. Two Prime Ministers &l Sicel-Sleal gEHM g3l 3 U

had died in quick succession, and gyt %1 92 g9 g A+t @

the new Prime Minister, who was .
being seen as a political novice, Th Hrel H1 IRET AT ISR =]

had been in office for less than a 91 &I, 39 YA ol USHId <h
year. You will recall from the fogrt 94 &9 AHGET HHET ST @I A1

discussion in Chapter Three and ST ‘F&’Rﬁ frcd fq
in the previous section of this A % SR

chapter that the period was ST&M™ %t 941 oh %A | 31U I8
fraught with grave economic s1d 1 ¥ @ f& 39 3@ # 2W

crisis resulting from successive iy anfefer gHe o oI HEYA &l

failure of monsoons, widespread Y
drought, decline in agricultural ST cdl, <A {ul, el

production IER # fiREe,
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TR @ Hohe, fasyil ger-desr o

serious food shortage, depletion
of foreign exchange reserves,
drop in industrial production and
exports, combined with a sharp
rise in military expenditure and
diversion of resources from
planning and economic
development. One of the first
decisions of the Indira Gandhi
government was to devaluate
the Indian rupee, under what
was seen to be pressure from
the US. Earlier one US dollar
could be purchased for less than
Rs. 5; after devaluation it cost
more than Rs. 7.

HHl, tefite Icure IR frata &
ficeae o iy & 9@y 4= °@d °9
qi seladl g8 o s ek
anfefer fah o GEIEAl &
-1g o AT 9SS 9t S at
4 <WI1 i M feeafa fawe st B
ol 3 MYl +1 R S I[EAT
et § Th 91— TR B A
S JAET 1 foh 29 T S
AR o <O A fwdAT TN UBA
oh dad H 1 ! Sia &l HhiAd
5 T4 o, S 39 9ghL 7 U @/l
T |
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The economic situation 3fefer feafa 1 fasmedr S HIOT

triggered off price rise. People yrat o dsf @ gTRT g3 T

started protesting against the —_—
Increase In prices of essential SR dH]? T & | qﬁ&r
commodities, food scarcity, @I &l HHI, dGdl gz AW

growing unemployment and the 3y 231 &1 g9 onfefe feafa =i

overall economic condition in .
the country. Bandhs and hartals AT fatty W IW A < A

were called frequently across 3TPEX 'Y’ 31 ‘T’ &t ferfa
the country. The government &3 oitl TWHR 7 T8 HMA 3R
saw the protests as a law and ogron 1 guer uFET 9 & SFG
order problem and not as N

% 938lcl &t Ify=afadl g o

expressions of people’s

problems. This further increased ! ARSIl 9¢t 3R 51 faqiy A

public bitterness and reinforced e 37 ®Y yRuT fHam)
popular unrest.
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The communist and socialist grEaE X gHSERT el A
parties launched struggles Y% 9aHdl & e 999 38

for greater equality. You will ..
read in the next chapter feaml & sTTet steATE | T“:ﬁ i

about how a group of gl s it 9 el gq
communists who separated gr=Eifcat & T e 4 AFHART

from the Communist Party of AR TRdE SR el

India (Marxist) to form the

Communist Party of India SRR SR Aere Fush-fasis &1
(Marxist-Leninist) led armed g fean @Y &€, 39 9t A
agrarian struggles and feart & o9 fady & gafaq

organised peasant agitations.
This period also witnessed fpan 3@ smafy o THR feew o

some of the worst Hindu- feg-— e <1 #bt gu 3=ET oh
Muslim riots since 91€ 9 39 d% a4 THR "i9giias
Independence. R T gu o
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Non-Congressism

This situation could not have
remained isolated from party
politics in the country. Opposition
parties were in the forefront of
organising public protests and
pressurising the overnment.
Parties opposed to the Congress
realised that the division of their
votes kept the Congress in power.
Thus parties that were entirely
different and disparate in their
programmes and ideology got
together to form anti-Congress
fronts in some states and entered
into electoral adjustments of
sharing seats in others

-

I g fefa 231 &1 o gerifa
g - &l @& Gahdl o)
fauelt & SAfaiy &t SAER H @©@

9 3N &R W <Ed S @ 2|
UG i fau«l qifidal 4 qeygy
foar f IGSh dic 9¢ I o SR
g ®0Y g9 81 St < 3R
%A YAl faarRygIstt & 9dd
W TH-TO 4 ThgH A o, o
gt A Thoe U 3 3B T
Tl ° U w109 faudt @t < e
a1 3 UsAt 0 diel oh "md |
Al diede T
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They felt that the inexperience of
Indira Gandhi and the intemal
factionalism within the Congress
provided them an opportunity to
topple the Congress. The socialist
leader Ram Manohar Lohia gave
this strategy the name of ‘non-
Congressism’. He also produced a
theoretical argument Iin 1its
defence: Congress rule was
undemocratic and opposed to the
interests of ordinary poor people;
therefore, the coming together of
the non-Congress parties was
necessary for reclaiming
democracy for the people.

-

I g fefa 231 &1 o gerifa
g - &l @& Gahdl o)
fauelt & SAfaiy &t SAER H @©@

9 3N &R W <Ed S @ 2|
UG i fau«l qifidal 4 qeygy
foar f IGSh dic 9¢ I o SR
g ®0Y g9 81 St < 3R
%A YAl faarRygIstt & 9dd
W TH-TO 4 ThgH A o, o
gt A Thoe U 3 3B T
Tl ° U w109 faudt @t < e
a1 3 UsAt 0 diel oh "md |
Al diede T
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They felt that the inexperience of
Indira Gandhi and the intemal
factionalism within the Congress
provided them an opportunity to
topple the Congress. The socialist
leader Ram Manohar Lohia gave
this strategy the name of ‘non-
Congressism’. He also produced a
theoretical argument Iin 1its
defence: Congress rule was
undemocratic and opposed to the
interests of ordinary poor people;
therefore, the coming together of
the non-Congress parties was
necessary for reclaiming
democracy for the people.

g1 gl il o fob Seq et i
IRl R HUY & SEAL

33M9esh 9 3= U9 &l g1 9
TeH &1 Th UL B o 2
quISER] Jdl THaAe difedr 4 39
WHIfd & R-wUEarg’ &1 T
fam 3= ‘R-siibar’ & 9y ®
dgifas a% 34 gC wel f& w109
1 IMEA 3Tcltehdlisieh 3 e
i & fedi o faare 5 @ sufau
A-H1UE Al &1 T QY™ A
SEd ®, difsh el oh gk o
Alhdsl sl 999 T ST 9ah |
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Electoral verdict IAE I SHRYI

It was in this context of SATqH SH-319dE 3R TsHifas
heightened popular . ; 3
discontent and the @l % 4 o Tl H
polarisation of political AR 3R TH faurmgme &
forces that the fourth general f5ru 1967 & ®wEd A o i
elections to the Lo!( Sabha ™ 99 g Eb‘l'ﬁﬂ T 9 JEE

and State Assemblies were

held in February 1967. The o ToFT HagmaRlt &1 HHAT & @t
Congress was facing the oY |

electorate for the first time

without Nehru.
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g1 % g @ S99 w TR IR

The results jolted the Congress at
both the national and state levels.

Many contemporary political
observers described the election
results as a ‘political

earthquake’.The Congress did
manage to get a majority in the
Lok Sabha, but with its lowest
tally of seats and share of votes
since 1952. Half the ministers In
Indira Gandhi’s cabinet were
defeated. The political stalwarts
who lost In their constituencies
included Kamaraj in Tamil Nadu,
S.K. Patil in Maharashtra, Atulya
Ghosh in West Bengal and K. B.
Sahay in Bihar.

T TR I T8 "Fhl M dehle
IS TsHIfde wdderst 4 g afomt
&l ‘eHIfah geha’ &t G S RUH
%l AY-dQ g W sgHa at faa
T o1, dfhd 39l UTW Hdl o gfaem
daen giet &l 9en ° 9 fiee eme
off| 9 9 Y8l H1UY il HHT 7 dl
sa A die fad & 3R T € gat A
e faelt of| sfeu et o afmsa o
Mg H3t gAE 'R ¢ o) dfierrg |
HTIS, A8 § wq.<hylfed, qfiy=y
S @ ey oY 3R faer @ ..
e Y UsHIfaer st &t g &l
Tl gSt ol
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JSHifde d<elld ol g8 A feufd
3MYehl Teal o 3R ST T TR
MW 1AW st Ad {A A/ GgHd 81

The dramatic nature of the political
change would be more apparent to
you at the State level. The
Congress lost majority in as many
as seven States. In two other
States defections prevented it from
forming a government. These nine
States where the Congress lost
power were spread across the
country - Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar,
West Bengal, Orissa, Madras and
Kerala. In Madras State (now called
Tamil Nadu), a regional party — the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) - came to power by securing
a clear majority.

e < 3 TSl H SAdsd oh Ul
qE Ul R 81 o1 el 5 9 =t
4 %109 o 39 4 gd1 Fad 18 o, 9
29 o fodl T 9MT & EH TSI T8
d1 3 T R I oh 3Ter-Ta feemt o
| HIUY Yure, AN, S Y0, 9%
3T htd A &R &l o1 gahll A
Tid (319 38 dafderig wel wiar @) o
T &= gl sfag g5 oW qui
9gHd o WY 9l YA H hEAE &l
gfae A5 wwm (Siuheh) fedt-faust
S bl Aqcd hich dar | 3T o
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The DMK won power after having
led a massive anti-Hindi agitation
by students against the centre on
the issue of imposition of Hindi as
the official language. This was the
first time any non-Congress party
had secured a majority of its own in
any State. In the other eight States,
coalition governments consisting of
different non-Congress parties
were formed. A popular saying was
that one could take a train from
Delhi to Howrah and not pass
through a single Congress ruled
State. It was a strange feeling for
those who were used to seeing the
Congress in power. So, was the
domination of the Congress over?

T8l oh B fesl &l qSHST o ®9 |
gy gRI Y1 SR A T fady =
® 2 3k iugh 7 3T 3@ foRiy H
dqc 9g fhar om gt sfaea & 98
Tedl e off S« fedl R-=iidt <o
i fodl T o qui sigHa fuem =
e TsAl A fafa= IR-=iaEt <ot =1
TodY GLhR ol 3 §9I 3MHAR W
el Sl o fo feoedl @ @€ SH &%
fau 39 | 93, @ ¥ 39 o | TR
A U A HO9-Infad 59 9 g TEl
TSR & H1UY $l GO 3@
I 9 IR 3Tk fou 98 we fafa
AT o1l at R °H feran ww fao
&0 &1 IAIAT ©GcH 8l 1?2
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Coalitions UEERE|
The elections of 1967 brought 9.7 &; A 9 TSI hl
into picture the phenomenon of afsEa g 3T iﬁ feat qret

coalitions. Since no single party

had got majority, various %l gHd gl el o1, SHfdT s

nonCongress parties came Nr—siw gifdat 3 Uhae BIhd

together to form joint legislative _.
parties (called Samyukt Vidhayak &30 (oo S S 3R

Dal in Hindi) that supported non- TR-HIIHl &R =t gwef fam
Congress governments. That is 3Hl SRUT 37 GEHR hl YK
why these governments came to f99™® T H1 YR ST T

be described as SVD .
governments. In most of these AR AHet § TH TWHR S

cases the coalition parthers ®=can Kl faara o fos™~ 9
were ideologically incongruent. gg-qW ¥ f9= o)
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The SVD government in
Bihar, for instance, included
the two socialist parties -
SSP and the PSP - along with
the CPI on the left and Jana
Sangh on the right. In Punjab
it was called the ‘Popular
United Front’ and comprised
the two rival Akali parties at
that time - Sant group and
the Master group - with both
the communist parties - the
CPIl and the CPI(M), the SSP,
the Republican Party and the
Bharatiya Jana Sangh.

fiarer & fau faer o o+t 9%
faure < &1 @R |7
guSEET qidar—uqugdl S qrogd
—3nfHe il s7eh 1Y 39 G@&R
aruei—HidisE 3iit Ifarordedt
Sgg— nfad & 9Se |/ oSt
uﬁmﬁwmaﬁwaﬁ
TR I3 T’ &l &R Hal
WIsﬂﬁsH Jad oh § T8
yfaeayt smhrelt sa—dd U 3R
AR YU 9fH &1 9 1Y W{6R
T A grarEl g GidiemE 3
Hidqtemy (TA), woeEdl, foafsren
el SR v SHEY wosnfaer 9
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Defection

Another important feature of the
politics after the 1967 election was
the role played by defections in the
making and unmaking of govermments
in the States. Defection means an
elected representative leaves the
party on whose symbol he/she was
elected and joins another party. After
the 1967 general election, the
breakaway Congress legislators
played an important role in installing
non-Congress govermments in three
States - Haryana, Madhya Pradesh
and Uttar Pradesh. The constant
realignments and shifting political
loyalties in this period gave rise to the
expression ‘Aya Ram, Gaya Ram’.

- 95
1967 o Tl %l Teh @H 9d SA-9%d
dt 21 3 T A WERE ok
I-farga o €t geayqul gfae
faurt & Saufafafy fedt @9 sa &
I fag &1 dH gAE e iR Sfia
WY 3R FAE Sitad o o] 39 g ol
Sien! fdl W s # InfHa &t =,
d 38 SA-9%a Hhed ©| 1967 S MW
A & 9K HIUH Bl e drad
faurest 3 99 TS —sfamon, e g_w
I IW TRY-H R-FAH THR hl
98l % W 3ed i fumEt 39 3R
o qorifase 131 &1 39 3A<d-9%a 4@
"I TH-TRT A vl JHAT HITEL 30
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The story of ‘Aya Ram, Gaya Ram’
The expression ‘aya ram, gaya
ram’ became popular In the
political vocabulary in India to
describe the practice of frequent
floor-crossing by legislators.
Literally translated the terms
meant, Ram came and Ram
went. The expression originated
in an amazing feat of floor
crossing achieved by Gaya Lal, an
MLA In Haryana, in 1967. He
changed his party thrice In a
fortnight, from Congress to
United Front, back to Congress
and then within nine hours to
United Front again

CIR—T H-T=—T O

faurel g qa-Hd et s
e T § e @ s
9 9Rd oh UsHifdeh Ie3hiv | SR
TH-TAT TH' <kl ST e g3 39
S[Act i qiEfg o 9™ Th @™ oAl
el g2 81 1967 & TAME o 9%
SN o T fau™Ees—T—n o |
TerHIfdeh 531 S<eq &1 <9 T
Sifdam g Trfua & fEam am =i+
Tsh Q@IS oh 3 i T 39T grel
et Ugd 9 U9 @ IAReS We |
e, fR S0 # o 3 @iy o
dted & 9 Hel oh 3T IR FARSS
T § dad T
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It is said that when Gaya Lal

%gl Sl & % S« & a« A

declared his intention to quit JAEE He SieH H1UY 1 3

the United Front and join the
Congress, the Congress
leader, Rao Birendra Singh
brought him to Chandigarh
press and declared “Gaya
Ram was now Aya Ram”.
Gaya Lal’s feat was
immortalised in the phrase
“Aya Ram, Gaya Ram” which
became the subject of
numerous jokes and cartoons.
Later, the Constitution was
amended to prevent
defections

\

1 HIM AMGL I df H1AH oh Adl
9 9= fag 7 3] dd 98iIe
H 99 o 9™H J9om i — e

T

9 o 39 o1 a9 21!

g ol 1 39 BTSS!l ol ' 3T

-1 U9’ oh 9Act ¥ 490 <k

fau < &Y faar T 39 39

ESaS] hl AP 9gd-4 d2pdl 3R
SR T 9% o gAY H Tol-«]dl
U oh fau gfaus ° g3nyq
ERIRIPH
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Split in the Congress 19 ° faaresH
We saw that after the 1967 204 <@r f& 1967 & Ti.ﬂq‘[ & <
elections, the Congress Fe ¥ U9 F g9 $ET & ofed

retained power at the Centre N faet T o)

but with a reduced majority

and lost power in many e e T H T Ul oh w1
States. More importantly, the 9 9l Sl @ 99" aequl 91d 98
results proved that the fh g9 oh Adtsi A Grfda s fSAr on

Congress could be defeated & F1g =) TAE | AT S Gohdl
at the elections. But there 3| dEwEE, A9 o HUY & BT

was no substitute as yet. - s o
Most nonCongress coalition '~ &l ol TSt d ST tfueRat

governments in the States did R-HgHt "d@l'*"lﬂ %l THR AT T
not survive for long. They lost d& =&l fc& UREl 31 G&R 4 «gHd
majority, and either new @i o 3% A1 al ¢ f’ @ Tesn

combinations were formed or g1 yeT StET TVURy YA iU
President’s rule had to be ST TS .

imposed.
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gfeq 9 fafeche

sfeq wielt &) et Al fauer @ &Y
dfes Gg AT Ul o i 9 fiet =2
‘fafedhe’ @ fuet g ‘fafedhe’ iy

Indira vs. the ‘Syndicate’

The real challenge to Indira Gandhi
came not from the opposition but from
within her own party. She had to deal
with the ‘syndicate’, a group of
powerful and influential leaders from
within the Congress. The Syndicate
had played a role in the installation of
Indira Gandhi as the Prime Minister by
ensuring her election as the leader of
the parliamentary party. These leaders
expected Indira Gandhi to follow their
advise. Gradually, however, Indira
Gandhi attempted to assert her
position within the government and the
party. She chose her trusted group of
advisers from outside the party. Slowly
and carefullyy, she sidelined the
Syndicate.

oh Hiqt drehder 3 IHELC! Adistt i
Th g o1l ‘fafeehe’ 4 sfcu met i
YA S H Hg<waqul iHehT ARt
ot I 7 3R MYt +1 HUY U A
% ddl & ®Y ® AT A1 gHAEa fea
onl fafsahe & AAaretl & 3 ot f&
3iqq MHT 37T Hellgl W WA HiT|
Je%Eld, 3feu MYl 7 R 3R gl h
HX G hl HhM a4 I[& fhan =i+
AT TSN R favawl o g o ured
g 9l & ol sl Wil 9R-¥R 3 &St
grEagrEl @ 3si4 fafedhe &1 gifde w
g1 fham
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Indira Gandhi thus faced two 38 @ Sf<U el 4 < Tﬁﬁr&ﬁ bl
challenges. She needed to build g faan 3= ‘fafeshe’ & U9

her independence from the :
Syndicate. She also needed to 4 WA ST qHW T B TEA

work towards regaining the oftl %109 3 1967 o 9 ® <
ground that the Congress had STHIM @il ¢t 3W #i 3= B

lost in the 1967 elections. Indira w7 o sfey wifeft 3 98! grefas

Gandhi adopted a very bold N .
strategy. She converted a simple ‘| fifq sToemal) 351 T wEmu

power struggle into an ideological d gx-qus @i faaraicas ge
struggle. She launched a series § §T¢ fadqN 3= GER &l
of initiatives to give the fAfn &) Syt o 3 & faa

government policy a Left .
orientation. She got the Congress ¥ ®aH 33Tl 1967 I 7 H

Working Committee to adopt a 149 HEAGMfd § ITh YA 4

Ten Point Programme in May SH-YT HEHH AT
1967.
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This programme included
social control of banks,
nationalisation of General
Insurance, ceiling on urban
property and income, public
distribution of food grains,
land reforms and provision of
house sites to the rural poor.
While the ‘syndicate’ leaders
formally approved this Left-
wing programme, they had
serious reservations about
the same.

3q &EAHA W dwl 9 gmEfeen
=01, ot & & U,
el Gugr IR 3 & ufE,
= &l T faauon, T gur
a1 ATHIOT TSl i A JEs
[ & yEyE wie &) e
fafedhe o Jaren 7 iv=ifa iR
W Ut @H & s9 hEAHRH 6l
wiafa 3 3, wifed 38 AR 3Th
7 # TR Hag 9l
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The Congress ‘Syndicate’ S04 ‘fafeae’

Syndicate was the informal name =10t et o UH TYE &l SHEIYAINS
given to a group of Congress leaders <y 4t ‘fgfeahe’ & =g @ =fila foar
who were in control of the party’s ST ol 39 GYE * Jaet =1 et &

organisation. It was led by K. . . Lo ,
Kamraj, former Chief Minister of 181 T frasror em ‘fafedhe’ & s

Tamil Nadu and then the president T3 Tid & Yaqd geamsi sk frx
of the Congress party. It included %114 9l & 12981 W@ I . HIAS

powerful State leaders like S. K. o) =i widi & drepaat a1 99 o8

Patil of Bombay city (later named as . e
Mumbai), S. Nijalingappa of Mysore Rl (319 qa2) & T, ‘ ﬁ%{{

(later Karnataka), N. Sanjeeva Reddy (319 FiEH) 0°\|" Ty, At Y
of Andhra Pradesh and Atulya T3¥1 & TH. ¥Sfig (gl 3R ufy=m

Ghosh of West Bengal. Both Lal st o 3rqed =iiw wnifiel o A@«8Ist
Bahadur Shastri and later Indira iy ik sy @ sfeg e, <1 &

Gandhi owed their position to the .. '
support received from the fafeche &t er@ar € qyFwEAT o U8 W

Syndicate. 3Es g o
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This group had a decisive say 3iaU Tl h T8t HAUREE | 36
in Indira Gandhi’s first Council qug CAREUICED SIEED Wl 39+
of Ministers and also in policy a9 iRt 3 fior sl fearsaa

formulation and

implementation. After the 4 ot oren qfuwt fAurt ot wug
Congress split the leaders of o faurfsia g4 o a€ fA<iche o

the syndicate and those Aqra) 3ﬁ-{ 33 gfq FrSraE S

owing allegiance to them . . .
stayed with the Congress (0). A4 (3) ¥ @ ®I e I

Since it was Indira Gandhi’'s Tl &I SH1UE (3MN) i AR
Congress (R) that won the test &} :dldt W 9% @, safaw
of popularity, all these big and TR TS & A EI@ 3R

powerful men of Indian
politics lost their power and @l daR 4dl 1971 < 91§ YHIERH

prestige after 1971. el U]
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Presidential election, 1969 Usgyfd 95 <1 A1, 1969

The factional rivalry between Tfafeshe 3 sfeu it o 9 &t
the Syndicate and Indira Tedr=l 1969 W UsUfd U & g
Gandhi came in the open in % U GAR I ST T

1969. Following President " o ~
Zakir Hussain’s death, the depldi RIS g@?{ R G

post of President of the India & HRU I W. TSl 1 9%

fell vacant that year. Despite @it 1l 3f<U el st 3r@=Hld oh
Mrs Gandhi’s reservations the SR 34 U fafeche 7 denredA
‘syndicate’ managed to Ah gl 31eAe] UH. Gellg g8t &l
nominate her long time ST T = WE 9 TR T© H

opponent and then speaker of X . C
the Lok Sabha, N. Sanjeeva SHIKAR & €9 ¥ @Sl HaH H

Reddy, as the official Hheld] TR T gSila IgE @ 3|3
Congress candidate for the Tt &1 sgad f5f @ UsHifaes e
ensuing Presidential Il 3T W o T8 A sfeq wret =

elections. T TR T T
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Indira Gandhi
encouraging the
President, V.V. Giri, to file his
nomination as an independent
candidate. She also announced
several big and popular policy
measures like the nationalisation
of fourteen leading private banks
and the abolition of the ‘privy
purse’ or the special privileges
given to former princes. Morarji
Desai was the Deputy Prime
Minister and Finance Minister. On
both the above issues serious
differences emerged between him
and the Prime Minister resulting in
Desai leaving the government.

retaliated by
then Vice-

3BI1 dehled Sueeyfa at.dl. ik
&t demEr foa fo 94 T w=ad
SHIRAR o ®9 ° U=Ufd 95
fau Sty AT W sfew et |
4dIgg 3Tl Akl oh USRS 3R
dqa TS-HSNISST skl 9T
fasiofysr T ‘fyet o’ =i
T 3 S H9 981 3R
SHfga fifaat &1 JSwon o St 39
g "SI 3918 ]9 oh STYHAFHA
IR faqusit 21 S A1 qEi W
g 3R 39 |9 T8 qauE
IM 3N 3 IRUEEy g
1 &R ¥ feara & fean
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Congress had seen TR dad # Hl 19 o HidX 39

differences of this kind in the Wg & W4 I3 9 o, wifed

p:ftti.ezl:ntl;:iz:lir:zhboo“;lct)hi TH SN @ e € e
WAaow .
P gl e 9ed 9 fo usedfq ug o

which took place during the .
Presidential elections. The g-d H diehd bl s &1 fern

then Congress President S.  Su| dchleid 109 31298 TH.
Nijalingappa issued a ‘whip’  fgfamor 3 ‘feeq’ sird fopan foe

asking all the Congress MPs . ,
and MLAs to vote in favour of geft ‘wIaE " ik faurrs

Sanjeeva Reddy, the official  UIel oh AfH®IEH ITHITAR Hsitd

candidate of the party. ig\—eﬁ &l dic S|’ sfeu myt <h
Supporters of Indira Gandhi quefs Te 3 stfige 9REE HE9
requisitioned a special ) fasty 3 N SN

meeting of the AICC (that is . X
why this faction came to be %t AT i, dihd ITht I8

known as ‘requisitionists’) but J=1 Wi T8 &t 5|
this was refused.
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After silently supporting V.V. glal. fft =1 @ﬁ AT W guelq
Giri, the Prime Minister I TC JUEHEAT 3feq et A

openly called for a AT AUl 1 e W aie
‘conscience vote’ which )

meant that the MPs and MLAs STo 1 gTl 38T Haod I8 ol
from the Congress should be & %109 & 99g 3R fauras
free to vote the way they T s 9@ foadt ot STficar
want. The election ultimatel )

Y & aic e gd 21 enfeRer

resulted in the victory of V.V.

Giri, the independent Tegafa g o g # it ik
candidate, and the defeat of g} fasrit gu d Wdd IMITAR
Sanjeeva Reddy, the official & wafs T gsfta et SiY
Congress candidate. ’ ) A

et o Infushie IEIKAR ¢
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The defeat of the official Congress
candidate formalised the split in the
partyy. The Congress President
expelled the Prime Minister from the
party; she claimed that her group was
the real Congress. By November 1969,
the Congress group led by the
‘syndicate’ came to be referred to as
the Congress (Organisation) and the
group led by Indira Gandhi came to be
called the Congress (Requisitionists).
These two parties were also
described as Old Congress and New
Congress. Indira Gandhi projected the
split as an ideological divide between
socialists and conservatives, between
the pro-poor and the pro-rich.

#1049 9 o SAMfuehiiie IFIKAR &1 B8R
9 Ul &1 T 7@ Bl TN KU ALAN
1 9uEHAT it 3TUHT Ul O fAshifad &Y
feam i o fseifaa guammST siqu e
3 el fo 361 U & et wiUg 2

1969 o TdaR da& fafeche &t EER da
HIOE BH ®l HUY (SMRESIH) AR
gfq Mt 1 SW[ER ard HIUdl ©H @i
199 (Rfsafafre) st s° @ an =
HE T G B 2o PR LR T s M | DO i
109’ ot w1 Srar an sfsa me A gt
%1 34 T2 &l fIERYIST +1 S8 o &4
T v fean S=I7 3@ guNEEl @R
‘qrauelt’ qon el 9 feurEd e
3T oh WWHIR oh s hl ASE HIX
T
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Abolition of Privy Purse RESURE BRI |
In Chapter One you have read about T8¢l 31ea/™ ® 39+ &t fEmal o fae

the integration of the Princely 3 aR o dgr ol W famal &1 fae
States. This integration was 9EI T9 @ +¢ 4 T8t OGR4 I8

preceded by an assurance that after sy fean o fv fEEal & deRTeA

the dissolution of princely rule, the e IRER 1 fifvad 9on 3 s 9ue
then rulers’ families would be W T SRER B @Y & ST

allowed to retain certain private 3 == fety w9 Wt few SR
property, and given a grant In at F, 6',6 e , |
heredity or government allowance, 3 3 diel (IR ¥mEs H1 Fit Fu=T
measured on the basis of the extent, 3 9d) 9 914 &l UR HAH T I

revenue and potential of the SN fF fow wsa +1 faea fwan wm 2
merging state. This grant was called 391 fawR, UsEa 3R &mar fea 2|

the privy purse. At the time of g sggren & ‘fudl wd' a1 wm fE@ar
accession, there was little criticism g; fyo 3 gug yoT-weRENET = @ T
of these privileges since integration 5 fasiy gfadn # 9 @ et T
a_nd consolidation was the primary =3 ot 39 99 2 F THAT, STESA F

aim.
deg Bl Y€ o
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not consonant with the gfaur & afvld garan X
principles of equality and gEfsieh-3fefes =g o fagrdal 49
social and economic justice df & @ 9 FgE® 7 FE <F =G

IaficI:I cglc?wrll\linhthehcﬂclanstitutioncI STaEU] F SHT G G S
of India. Nehru had expressed T & A SR W

his dissatisfaction over the ‘ : ) .
matter time and again. 1 fYeit 96’ * ©@H HE H AN HI

Following the 1967 elections, 7T a1l 3Tt W °ft f TR
Indira Gandhi supported the i ‘fUst g8’ &1 o gu« &

demand that the government <+t =ifeul aRSt U fydt oo =6t
should abolish privy purses. gmyifig % e 9 9 Tod 994 A

morarjl Desai, Il1lowever, cal:jed 36T S o1 o 98 ‘TEma & 9™
e move morally wrong an \
y 9 fovargema’ & SUs g

amounting to a ‘breach of
faith with the princes’.
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The government tried to bring
a Constitutional amendment
in 1970, but it was not passed
in Rajya Sabha. It then issued
an ordinance which was
struck down by the Supreme
Court. Indira Gandhi made
this into a major election
iIssue in 1971 and got a lot of
public support. Following its
massive victory in the 1971
election, the Constitution was
amended to remove legal
obstacles for abolition of
‘privy purse’.

fudt 994 =1 =ggE &t EH HE
oh fat &R 3 1970 | diayq o
ey o 99 fhu, dfed Tsaq

" Ig "l &l 91 Wil 3Heh 1]
R 4 Th AARI SR T,
cifh 39 Hdl=d e 7 &
& feam sfeu mHt 4 39 1971 6
TAEl Tk o1 qEl S 3 39
e W 3= 91 gudA #§t ga fuen
1971 ® fHelt 9 Sfid & 915
g & genye g1 3R 39 @@
fuat o+t Tmfa &1 T 7 AR
ST TSa TeH & TR
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The 1971 Election and
restoration of Congress

The split in the Congress reduced
Indira Gandhi Government to a
minority. Yet her government
continued in office with the issue-
based support of a few other
parties including the Communist
Party of India and the DMK. During
this period the government made
conscious attempts to project its
socialist credentials. This was also
a phase when Indira Gandhi
vigorously campaigned for
implementing the existing land
reform laws and undertook further
land ceiling legislation.

1971 &1 A 3 KUY
REEIRE|

HIUH i 22 ° U M I GHR
ey | 3T 3| J8Eld, SIuHS
IR AR FHfe i Td 59
3T Tl | UTW eI SHTia |qHeA
& dd W iU M 1 TWHR Gl
¥ ot W 39 3’8 & IRE WHR
4 gad ®9 € 379l sfa 6l
gurSaEt O § 99 fean o SR A
gfem et 3 gt gur o wiSE
FAl o fharaad o ot STaEw
A 9N 3wl q-9REH T o
3 3R HHA A THa|
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In order to end her TR qeHifds Fell W ]
dependence on other political fqsxar gurg @, 9 A 31T

parties, strengthen her party’s o 7 frerfy R F1 3k
position in the Parliament, L. ,

and seek a popular mandate A HEAHAT FH 9 H TrFrQ'QT
for her programmes, Indira B i &l TS 9 sfeq e
Gandhi’s government & THR 7 1970 & fRdax #

recommended the dissolution )
of the Lok Sabha in December AHAA AT HE Hi FARIRET * 1)

1970. This was another a8 ot U SMv=dea 3R
surprising and bold move. The gEfges %y U1l dAlRdHT o fau
fifth general election to Lok o

Sabha were held in February e .3“1:[ TS 1971 6 I
1971. e ® gul
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The contest

The electoral contest appeared to
be loaded against Congress(R). After
all, the new Congress was just one
faction of an already weak party.
Everyone believed that the real
organisational strength of the
Congress party was under the
command of Congress(0). To make
matters worse for Indira Gandhi, all
the major non-communist,
nonCongress opposition parties
formed an electoral alliance known
as the Grand Alliance. The SSP, PSP,
Bharatiya Jana Sangh, Swatantra
Party and the Bharatiya Kranti Dal
came together under this umbrella.
The ruling party had an alliance with
the CPL.

HhTelcl
A YehTaell 1A (3R) o faudia
S 9g @I 91| 3fer =it 139 Th
STSIT gldl g8 drel o1 fesmn o off| &
frdl &t favarg o1 fh S199 et =t
3Gl i drehd 109 (31) o
frasor & @) sueh sifafiea, Tt st
R-gradE) R R-wad fauait oifdat
1 T Al TSdYT 9 faran em s
‘s g’ el TN 399 s el
o fau feufa 3k +fsT & 7€) woug,
AR shifdsel, I 4 T Sall oh
= 3 MU MEHE A A 9RAT wRE
el o 9y Teeis feal



Challenges To And Restoration Of The Congress System

HTUY YoIell : gAifaan 3R qreriua

Yet the new Congress had
something that its big opponents
lacked - it had an issue, an agenda
and a positive slogan. The Grand
Alliance did not have a coherent
political programme. Indira Gandhi
said that the opposition alliance had
only one common programme:
Indira Hatao (Remove Indira). In

gqch dI9S[R Tl H1UY 5 91Y Tk THl

qrd of, fSasr S 9 faufe™t & 9
JI9E A1l = H1UY h 99 Th Y o;
T INel 3R wEsg o1l ‘e sy’
% U9 his UId TsHIfde HRIKH &l
o1l 3 MHT 4 I W H FA-H HY

%el foh fauelt Ted9q o 919 99 Th @i
®E%wd @ : 3K sast| 39 fauda

31 &M oh 9 Tk hRIcHsh hibshd
@l 3R 38 TR WETEX AR TR geren’
& ST & v9a 95@ foam sfea mt A
st &3 &t Wofg, A -
3T A WU o 9fEE, 3 3R
AU ! A9 Sl guita qaon ‘e
g’ &t quifld WX uR gAa SIfHaE |
SILEER ||

contrast to this, she put forward a
positive programme captured in the
famous slogan: Garibi Hatao
(Remove Poverty). She focused on
the growth of the public sector,
imposition of ceiling on rural land
holdings and urban property,
removal of disparities in income and
opportunity, and abolition of princely
privileges.
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Through garibi hatao Indira ‘et et & AR 9 sfeu Yt A

Gandhi tried to generate a afad qeasl e qYfagH feam,
support base among the <feara iR snfeardt, sreud®eass, afeen
disadvantaged, especially 3t AR SeEmEl & ST T
among the landless labourers, TrefT F aER R w1 1 ST

Dalits and Adivasis, ‘ )
minorities, women and the H11 ‘T gerE’ w1 AN AR el

unemployed youth. The ST g3 hidshu 3faq et i
slogan of garibi hatao and the UsHIfa® Wrifa ot 393 @R A

programmes that followed it 31y= fau Iyr=Td USHIfasw gHdT ==t

were part of Indira Gandhi’s gﬁr{"—({ a-q'r{ T 9redr Yil
political strategy of building

an independent nationwide
political support base.
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The outcome and after gfiomg ok 39& 9E...

The results of the Lok Sabha 1971 3 g gl o el

elections of 1971, were as s @ o 9 f = gﬂloﬁ'

dramatic as was the decision \ )
to hold these elections. The & FEM HT T HEAT FHE (3N)

Congress(R)-CPI alliance won 3R HIHIsTE & TS« &l 39 WK
more seats and votes than the fsaq daie a1 @i fa«l, a4t w109

Congress had ever won in the figa 9 g At ® & sifaw

first four general elections. : : 3
The combine won 375 seats 1t ol W TEAET B

in Lok Sabha and secured AHEAT HT 375 W faelt ik oA

48.4 per cent votes. Indira Fd 48.4 Yfaea die sifaa fau)
Gandhi’s Congress(R) won 352 a1q sfer et &1 109 (3R)
seats with about 44 per cent 352 P 3R 44 gfaeTa dte g

of the popular votes on its

own. TP o
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ST YOIl : FAfaar R A

Contrast this with the 39 S 39 qUGR Bt ol Hwidg

performance of the (31) oh I 9 H: 39 UEl H
Congress(0): the party with so To-92 WERel 9 afed sfeq W
many stalwarts could get less ol ’

y g #1 gt @ forad e et o, sa@

than one-fourth of the votes

secured by Indira Gandhi’s Th-<idrs e & 39! el o
party and win merely 16 3T 39 UrEl &t " 16 Hie faef|
seats. With this the Congress st ayft-swwa s & Ty gfax
party led by Indira Gandhi SN S : S )

established its claim to being

the ‘real’ Congress and 1 i W S T fo F=d
restored to it the dominant ‘el HIIE' § 3R S8 "RdE
position in Indian politics. The ysHifa § fift 9 9@ & WM W
Grand Alliance of the qewifua femam fogeft ‘Y ey’

opposition proved a grand ‘ ,
failure. Their combined tally 509 & T &1l §8 ‘Wewse’ &

of seats was less than 40. 40 | #t 9 Hid el of)
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HTUY YoIell : gAifaan 3R qreriua
Soon after the 1971 Lok Sabha 1971 oh SHEHl Al oh qld 9] Yl
elections, a major political and yifhE (319 SaRe) o TH ST

military crisis broke out in East .
Pakistan (now Bangladesh). As you ™ it 3 = Hhe I3 @l gl

have read in Chapter Four, the 99 e ° 3y Je ﬁ 2 f& 1971
1971 elections were followed by 3 gqr&at & @K &l wfewm & T&e

the crisis in East Pakistan and the
IndoPak war leading to the 4 g3l SR ARG & i REWES

establishment of Bangladesh. TN 39k 9RUMHEEY dTelR_RYl &1l 3
These events added to the geARl 9 iU el &1 aifydar |

popularity of Indira Gandhi. Even IR 9t o a1 fae 3 et e 3
the opposition leaders admired her

statesmanship. Her party swept ST TIhITE H1 JG ST 1972 %
through all the State Assembly W faumaer & gAEl 9 39t ared

elections held in 1972. She was H1 AF hodl fHat] 3= e 3R
seen not only as the protector of fat % e 3 ] 1

the poor and the underprivileged, . :
but also a strong nationalist leader. 9d1 b ®9 ® @1 T 9el oh AL

The opposition to her, either within 3o 98T 3Uah faUy =l &g USIER
the party or outside of it, simply 3 ==

did not matter.
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HTUY YoIell : gAifaan 3R qreriua
With two successive election H1UYH ciaul o Al | Sl
victories, one at the centre off 3k Tg WX Tﬂgﬁ T ot

and other at the State level, . .
the dominance of the 1 I @AR Sfidl o WY w1y

Congress was restored. The 1 TIZdl Th IR {HY HEAH g3
Congress was now in power  09g 3d VY 949 =G A 9l

in almost all the States. It was g ot gurst % fafa=t amt 3 T8
also popular across different

social sections. Within a span Alhga ot ot 7eS IR | i
of four years, Indira Gandhi safy 9 sfeu wHt A4 A A9
had warded off the challenge IR FHE9 el PRe | &% g

to her leadership and to the

dominant position of the st Tﬁm A =4 I AT

Congress party.
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HIUT YUt : gAaan SR e

Restoration? HIUY YUTeit T TIEATI?

But does it mean that the JeETd H10Y quTell oh T‘wfq_'[
Congress system was SI—_ ¢fau
restored? What Indira Gandhi am Al Hdetd )

had done was not a revival of &l 9 Sl %o fodr, a8 gl

the old Congress party. In 1Y &l YASifad A I HIH
many ways she had re- T&Y o1 & Al § 98 urel sfeq

invented the party. The party : .
occupied a similar position in Mt o Al T aS] WS o

terms of its popularity as in 3H Ul &l ik iyddl o fee™ 9
the past. But it was a different a@l &< 9T o1, St 39 I[ESATGl
kind of a party. It relied <R ® Tifgd o, fed 98 o1
entirely on the popularity of - '

the supreme leader. It had a ®1 Wil il 7§ 9 L Rl

somewhat weak 3+ di=d Adl bl AlhigIdr W
organisational structure. A <t 39 9t &1 9isfeh
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HTUY YoIell : gAifaan 3R qreriua
This Congress party now did 39 19 UEl & Hidl &g d Tel

not have many factions, thus & it a9 a8 fafiu= @@l 3k

it could not accommodate all )
kinds of opinions and feql 1 T WA AR F- Al

interests. While it won et &l ot 39 URel { gae S,
elections, it depended more  Gfgs 39 Siq & fau Ul T8
on some social groups: the oSt a_@ e ofee

poor, the women, Dalits,

Adivasis and the minorities. 19, STIRATE! 3T CTHESAHI W
This was a new Congress that SHg1 fAHT ot St FTUE IHTHT
had emerged. Thus Indira g oTE, 98 UHhsH & Hiig
Gandhi restored the Congress - .

off| st et 7 109 qona! &l

system by changing the
nature of the Congress eifya sTeX fohar, dfes

system itself. HIUY-YUMeit i Thid 6l dEciehl
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HTUY YoIell : gAifaan 3R qreriua
Despite being more popular, HUY YUMell & HaX & a1 3
the new Congress did not TS 1 791 o #1 gudar o
have the kind of capacity to w13
g YuTiel sl 39 @faad o

absorb all tensions and
conflicts that the Congress HIOT ST Sl A1, cifeh T3t

system was known for. While g 97 oi+fyg 81 oh CIES

the Congress consolidated its .
position and Indira Gandhi TH gHar ¥ M oftl w9 R ST

assumed a position of Ths HTqd i AR gfe et
unprecedented political USHITas 2fgad STcaya €9 9
authority, the spaces for Elﬁ AT AT 1 eTrhTenan’ &t

democratic expression of

people’s aspirations actually SAfeafaq &t dihaiteh ST Bit
shrank. LEGIIREL
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HIAE YOTet : G S greafe
The popular unrest and fara 3 snfefe sl & &
mobilisation around issues of W SRS e omeEe

development and economic : ) . ]
deprivation continued to . Gl FA™ | Y T“:ﬁ

grow. In the next chapter you % &8 37 sl 9 UH UsHITdH
will read about how this led gsez 33 @er g 3R 5@ W
to a political crisis that ¥ Gdenfrs diwds & afee ®

threatened the very existence N
of constitutional democracy &l @aU HEIH T o1l

in the country.




