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models of development which have
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In the broadest sense of ‘{9’ 315 31U+ ATYHdH 372 A
the term, development 3, gfa, S 3R d8d

conveys the ideas of ST 3 e & frar w1
iImprovement, progress, 3,

well-being and an
aspiration for a better life.
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Critics of development have .
pointed out that the kind of g fo aga @ 3w ¥ fom @@ 9

development models which have fara wied 1 =M T @
been adopted in many countries 9% fa&mEsiia 39 & fau F1El
has proved very costly for the e wifsd g3l =4 =qn fa<ia

developing countries. The fmanc_lal AT Sgd SfE @ sk 3w
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up by borrowings from the richer  fyor 37 ®q o Iyafen, fom o

countries. The gains in terms of e :
growth have not been commensurate RSN T @ e R

and poverty and disease continue a4 A 3T A HeTElg <
to plague the continent. YA 9de § o @ Bl
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The Social Costs of Development

This model of development has also had high social costs.
A large number of people have been displaced from their
homes and localities due to the construction of big dams,
industnial activities and mining activities, or other
projects. Displacement results in loss of livelihood and
Increases impoverishment. If rural agricultural
communities are displaced from their traditional
occupations and regions they end up at the margins of
society, swelling the large number of urban and rural poor.
Traditional skills acquired over an extended period may be
lost. There is also a loss of culture because when people
are relocated they lose a whole way of community life.
Such displacement has led to struggles in many
countries.
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Environmental Costs of Development

Development has indeed caused a high degree of
environmental degradation in many countries and not just
the displaced people but all of the population is beginning
to feel the consequences. When the ‘tsunami’ hit the
South and South-East Asian coasts in 2004, it was
observed that the destruction of mangroves and the
building of commercial enterprises along the shore line
was the reason for the greater extent of the damage
caused. You must have read about global warming. The
ice In the Arctic and Antarctic is melting because of
iIncreased emission of greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere and this has the potential to cause floods and
actually submerge low lying areas like Bangladesh and the
Maldives.
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In the long term, the ecological a1 et <R A yfrafae-gwe 4
crisis will adversely affect all of - 0 e gwifad 81 arg gEuul

us. Air pollution is already a
problem which does not TH TE gEen @, S i SR

discriminate between the rich 4 weh TEI Har 2| dAfehT waeE S

and the poor. But in the short  3ifades3iid IYART &1 afdadl W
term, indiscriminate use of Jichifers 3l sifuss dier 9919

resources tends to adversely q2T| STATET . S sﬁ—@ 3R SRR
affect the under-privileged more ° . . L0y .
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sharply. Loss of forests affects

the poor who use forest 39 IR o foe fafay yor 9
resources for a variety of SN & 9l T/l 9 St b

subsistence needs like firewood, 7= 2% © wga @ 3R =T 2
medicinal herbs or food. Drying et -aret & gER sk “{ﬁmﬂ

up of rivers and ponds and \ .
falling ground water levels SR o fiA %1 oref 2@ T st

means that women have to walk &t Tl & o faT 3ifereh T =er
longer in order to procure water. q—grm
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The model of development &9 fa&rg o o9 Aisa &1 TH
we are pursuing is heavily 7 @ 2, a8 &l & ITUW 9ed
dependent on the ITIHT @ g{‘-} & fasft ) fava A
Increasing use of energy. YR STl 1 SRSl W i
Most of the energy a1 Yeiferm 38 g@iet @ amar 2

currently generated in the . .
world is from non- fSFept q: 9T e g9a &l 2l

renewable sources like
coal or petroleum.
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ALTERNATIVE CONCEPTIONS OF DEVELOPMENT
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»What do you understand by the term development?
Would all sections of society benefit from such a
definition of development?
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» Discuss some of the social and ecological costs of
the kind of development which has been pursued
in most countries.

>Tog d@ &1 fae Afteat 291 | 319 S @1 @ 399
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» What are some of the new claims for rights which
the process of development has generated?
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> What would be the advantages of democracy over
other forms of government for ensuring that
decisions regarding development are made to
promote the common good?
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