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INTRODUCTION ekt

Citizenship has been defined as RN i TR fohlt TSt
full and equal membership ofa  TIEA &I YUl R THN TSl &
political community. In the 9§ $f T 1 el favg |

contemporary world, states T2 9 39 = i Tch W

provide a collective political
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as certain rights. Therefore we IR W geF feu 2 sufew &q
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depending on the state to which

we belong. Citizens expect TIRE 3 U< 9 F8 e
certain rights from their state as iRl & o1oTET Fal ot BT W
well as help and protection ¥ e an TRET F oM TN

wherever they may travel. %
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Each of the rights now enjoyed by citizens has been won after
struggle. Some of the earliest struggles were fought by people to
assert their independence and rights against powerful monarchies.
Many European countries experienced such struggles, some of
them violent, like the French Revolution in 1789. In the colonies of
Asia and Africa, demands for equal citizenship formed part of their
struggle for independence from colonial rulers. In South Africa, the
black African population had to undertake a long struggle against
the ruling white minority for equal citizenship. This continued until
the early 1990s. Struggles to achieve full membership and equal
rights continue even now in many parts of the world. You may have
read about the women’s movement and the dalit movement in our
country. Their purpose is to change public opinion by drawing
attention to their needs as well as to influence government policy to
ensure them equal rights and opportunities.
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o 9N TGT BN STRT ThES @ ST S8l i 3R &F MhE
SFHA SR, 91 & THHE USRI W gFfved 3 & fau
i Hifel sl gefad e
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However, citizenship is about more than the relationship
between states and their members. It is also about citizen-
citizen relations and involves certain obligations of citizens
to each other and to the society. These would include not
just the legal obligations imposed by states but also a
moral obligation to participate in, and contribute to, the
shared life of the community. Citizens are also considered
to be the inheritors and trustees of the culture and natural
resources of the country.
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IR ar fath Tsagan i S9eh 4s&l o 9 o 94t
%1 Fregu 78, afcwr 39Q sifus 21 g8 ArIfet o Srast
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EQUAL RIGHTS

To try and ensure equal rights and opportunities for
all citizens cannot be a simple matter for any
government. Different groups of people may have
different needs and problems and the rights of one
group may conflict with the rights of another. Equal
rights for citizens need not mean that uniform
policies have to be applied to all people since
different groups of people may have different needs.
If the purpose is not just to make policies which
would apply in the same way to all people, but to
make people more equal, the different needs and
claims of people would have to be taken into account
when framing policies.
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T YRR

g+l At & GHE Iy 3R g 33 W faarR & 3
giifyaa s fedt TR & fau smam aen &1 gian fafy=
TUE oh o7l 1 TEd 3R UHEATY STeFT-3Te 8 Uehdl @ 3R
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CITIZEN AND NATION

The concept of nation state evolved in the
modern period. One of the earliest assertions
regarding the sovereignty of the nation state
and democratic rights of citizens was made by
the revolutionaries in France in 1789. Nation
states claim that their boundaries define not
just a territory but also a unique culture and
shared history. The national identity may be
expressed through symbols like a flag, national
anthem, national language, or certain
ceremonial practices, among other things.
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TR 3R [

TR T i AAYRON 3Nk i d fawfad g1 U< I &l
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India defines itself as a secular, democratic, nation
state. The movement for independence was a broad
based one and deliberate attempts were made to
bind together people of different religions, regions
and cultures. True, Partition of the country did take
place in 1947 when differences with the Muslim
League could not be resolved, but this only
strengthened the resolve of Indian national leaders to
maintain the secular and inclusive character of the
Indian nation state they were committed to build.
This resolve was embodied in the Constitution.
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qRd @F &1 YRS SN dhdiisin T-Tsd Hedl 81 sl
AT HT SMUR =TS ol 3R fafa= o, &5 ik ¥=fa &
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The Indian Constitution attempted to accommodate a very
diverse society. To mention just a few of these diversities,
it attempted to provide full and equal citizenship to groups
as different as the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, many women who had not previously enjoyed equal
rights, some remote communities in the Andaman and
Nicobar islands who had had little contact with modern
civilization, and many others. It also attempted to find a
place for the different languages, religions and practices
found in different parts of the country. It had to provide
equal rights to all without at the same time forcing people
to give up their personal beliefs, languages or cultural
practices. It was therefore a unique experiment which was
undertaken through the Constitution.
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The provisions about citizenship in the Constitution
can be found in Part Two and in subsequent laws
passed by Parliament. The Constitution adopted an
essentially democratic and inclusive notion of
citizenship. In India, citizenship can be acquired by
birth, descent, registration, naturalisation, or
inclusion of territory. The rights and obligations of
citizens are listed in the Constitution. There is also a
provision that the state should not discriminate
against citizens on grounds only of religion, race,
caste, sex, place of birth, or any of them. The rights
of religious and linguistic minorities are also
protected.
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TR ar @ dafaa gl 1 Seotd gy & @ 9m 3
GO g 9% | Uiita A ® g 21 Gfaum | Anifiwar &
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However, even such inclusive provisions have given
rise to struggles and controversies. The women’s
movement, the dalit movement, or struggles of
people displaced by development projects, represent
only a few of the struggles being waged by people
who feel that they are being denied full rights of
citizenship. The experience of India indicates that
democratic citizenship in any country is a project, an
ideal to work towards. New issues are constantly
being raised as societies change and new demands
are made by groups who feel they are being
marginalised. In a democratic state these demands
have to be negotiated.
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gl 39 dE o GHETN gauEl 7t g i faars) =t
s fgan 21 afgen suiem, foa snkteq @ fawr@ s |
faeenfyd &It &1 T TH N g1 ST ST @ 99Hl o $9
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foran S w1 21 9RA o 3qYa 9 Heha fioa @ o fodl 2o &
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UNIVERSAL CITIZENSHIP ardsitfaes rifishan
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GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP faza AnTi{hdn
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Supporters of global citizenship argue that although a
world community and global society does not yet

exist, people already feel linked to each other
across national boundaries. They would say
that the outpouring of help from all parts of the
world for victims of the Asian tsunami and
other major calamities is a sign of the
emergence of a global society. They feel that
we should try to strengthen this feeling and
work towards a concept of global citizenship.
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fava Amiear & gl <cllar 3 @ fo =R fava-—pea
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The concept of national citizenship assumes that
our state can provide us with the protection and
rights which we need to live with dignity in the
world today. But states today are faced with many
problems which they cannot tackle by themselves.
In this situation are individual rights, guaranteed by
the state, sufficient to protect the freedom of
people today? Or has the time come to move to a
concept of human rights and global citizenship?
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UL ARl 1 ATURON I8 |iAdl @ T gar
ToEl g9 98 GRAN AR AfyshR ? Tahdl @ foqet gd
st faga & nfear & @y SR & fau seta @1 «fed
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One of the attractions of the notion of global
citizenship is that it might make it easier to deal
with problems which extend across national
boundaries and which therefore need cooperative
action by the people and governments of many
states. For instance, it might make it easier to find
an acceptable solution to the issue of migrants and
stateless peoples, or at least to ensure them basic
rights and protection regardless of the country in
which they may be living.
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favar AEIERAr 1 YROM o 3THRYUN § § Tk I3 @ b
399 U< HaRAl o Sl 3R i 391 USRI
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In the previous section, we saw that equal
citizenship within a country can be threatened by
the socio-economic inequalities or other problems
which might exist. Such problems can ultimately
only be solved by the governments and people of
that particular society. Therefore, full and equal
membership of a state remains important for
people today. But the concept of global citizenship
reminds us that national citizenship might need to
be supplemented by an awareness that we live In
an interconnected world and that there is also a
need for us to strengthen our links with people In
different parts of the world and be ready to work
with people and governments across national
boundaries.
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TR AT &1 RN 80 IOk Kot & f& U™ Amiesar i
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