Equality saran

This chapter is about the I8 3184 HMAT i LR
concept of equality, avalue o s o 2| HFCT 6l TH
that is also enshrined in our v o ®q o giaum o +ft <
Constitution. In reflecting o 1oy 3\ 77 O #
on this concept it examines STEUROT T ATE SR 8T
the following questions: .
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<+ What is equality? Why should **3aEdr =1 é? 2 EL3 EIGED
we be concerned about this 3ﬁ'{ Usifas omesf @ ek o
moral and political ideal? X
P = =T drfgu?

* Does the pursuit of equality .
involve treating everyone the * T SHIdl 1 HaeTd Afed |

same way in every condition? X Teufd 4 & 9aF @@
<+» How may we pursue equality HT 872
and minimise inequality in 8 UMl &1 3 hda 98
different spheres of life? gFd % % alr sfteq &
*+* How do we distinguish IR &%ﬂ}' ﬁ' U] q,ﬁ

between different dimensions ,
?
of equality — political, <AaH hd H Thd 2

economic and social? “*TH UM o TSHIdSh,
anfefer i wmIfSer St
&l -3 Hd qaH
gehd ®?
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> WHY DOES EQUALITY > AT Ao Ul F 872
MATTER? > ATl ®1 STAHROT Th

> As a political ideal the NSEIIGED W &+ ®9 7 39
concept of equality SR
invokes the idea that all . W SR
human beings have an fSad M 1= T, fo,

equal worth regardless of 9y 1 Sl o Yach o

their colour, gender, race, € o 9rERr € &1 99Hd

or nationality. It maintains % >
that human beings deserve 1 <I91 o qaE AFF

equal consideration and SR G4 979 §HF "g™

respect because of their 3ﬁ-{ T 941 9 ‘g?l
common humanity.
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> WHAT IS EQUALITY? > Gl 1 @72
> human beings should be > dHMdl &l SN AH-AI1Y
entitled to the same Fedl & f& gt gFgd &

respect and consideration _
because of their common SR Al A7 TR G

humanity. 3R W o eh 2
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> However, treating people with equal respect > gicilish cifli § SISR T hl R
need not mean always treating them inan ¥ I Hadd ST T8l b BHIN Th
identical way. No society treats all its members SR

in exactly the same way under all conditions. m ot Eh‘{?ﬂ;ﬂ el ﬁgﬂ ‘:'“'.G'ﬁ
The smooth functioning of society requires el < W e R
division of work and functions and people often U1 Th THF SRAM &l hidll THIS
enjoy different status and rewardsonaccount o U&Sl SRI-HUR o folT HR &l

of it. At times these differences of treatment IS S B S-3T 6 3K
may appear acceptable or even necessary. For 3 =i = 3R W
e T e il e bl
prime ministers, or aimy generals, a special . A
official rank and status goes againstthe notion 8 3t 1 eheiet TlishFl &1 Tl €,
of equality, provided their privileges are not dfceh &0 it @ Tehal @1 SR b
may seem unjust. For instance, if a chikd bom n WER A -

a silum is denied nutritious food or good <l bkl

education through no fault of hisherown, it~ 110 I ROT o foodd &l T S
may appear unfair to us. Wﬁqu?ﬂ@lﬁﬂ@
31T foh¥ Sl STHMAT SR 1T

gohdl 2l
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>The question that arises is> 319 ¥ard 98 33a1 @ &
which distinctions and -Gt fafersead ik fadas
differences are acceptable Har fier sA @ © R
and which are not? When -G & ®T 9F art 9

people are treated
. . e @ bl a9 3Hielq
differently just because the
Y Y S o @ fF @1 o

are born in a particular
religion or race or caste or fpdt @mE o, 7%, Sfd =

gender, we regard it as an a7 ¥ g B TH STEHIQ
unacceptable form of h 3T MU &l AR

inequality. But human & &1 dfhd i =1
beings may pursue different gaieqd sk @eg stem-otem
ambitions and goals and not 2t gFa ¥ sk @ gwar 2 fe
all may be equally avft F g gwed 9 faa)
successful. .

IR d 3 I




Equality gamEa

»So long as they are able to
develop the best in themselves
we would not feel that equality
has been undermined. Some
may become good musicians

while others may not be equally

outstanding, some become
famous scientists while others
more noted for their hard work
and conscientiousness. The
commitment to the ideal of
equality does not imply the
elimination of all forms of
differences. It merely suggests
that the treatment we receive
and the opportunities we enjoy
must not be pre-determined by
birth or social circumstance.

> 3R A Y 3 FUt GHEAST i

forefaa 0 & wem € o T Hegy
Tl 2 foh THEar @R § B
Al 3T GiidhR & Fhd ©, Sefh
9 Tl $3 g HAfh s Tohd
€, SEfh FD 3R A HeS RS =
I & foru foread @1 gehd 2
UM 6 3789 ¥ S BH &l I8
Ao el © fr 9l 9@ & I @
3eH B S| SET Hae™ hadl I8
¢ for 59 S HeRR fohan STan & 3
B4 S 9t SO WK Bid ®, o S A
amitsieh YRREfa 9 feaiia =& aF
<18y
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»>Natural and Social Inequalities > YTepfae 3 gmfe

> A distinction has sometimes STYHTATY
been made in political theory RIS CIGED f{:lo_&'l_cl T ICaGED

between natural inequalities
and socially-produced FEUEAS SR FATSSI

inequalities. Natural inequalities  STHHI T d 3@ ﬁb_qf SIGI
are those that emerge between 3 q?ﬁm W]qﬂ' T o |

pfaople as a res!J_It_ of their STt fafirs g
different capabilities and sk TH | .
talents. These kinds of 3k ITE-3Tel I o

inequalitiesare different from SO U< Bidl 21 HHSSId
socially-produced inequalities er@' 4 _’iﬁ_(ﬁ é‘ ’ ST 9HS

which emerge as a . ¥
consequence of inequalities of | HI TEAFD B A

opportunity or the exploitation [EX HHe bl {Fﬁ & g
of some groups in a society by viyor fpu M 9 der @)

others.
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»>Natural inequalities are considered > Wihfdeh STEHFAAN STl <kl ST
to be the result of the different fafreaett 3R IrgaR) w1 aRum

characteristics and abilities with et S ¥ T ek W aE
which people are bom. It is generally

assumed that natural differences Sl & ﬁ Hicpferen fafir=tast =l
cannot be altered. Social inequalities <&t &I ST Hehlll THA 3R o

on the other hand are those created M SEHHal &, e garst A
by society. Certain societies may, for Y1 frar 3 seewREEy 59 T
instance, value those who perform N

ifigeh ®M W dicll B TS wE

intellectual work over those who do

manual work and reward them % el 9 3w 7 W © 3N
differently. They may treat differently 3= 37eF aliss 9 o9 <4 ¢l 9

people of different race, or colour, or 5y g9 41 I SfT F A ¥ Y
gender, or caste. Differences of this - =R ¥ aw %

kind reflect the values of a society ' . \
and some of these may certainly UE ¥ 9IS < e yfafafea s

appear to us to be unjust. 3N T A 2 e Fifvad w1 4
Jfaa < Feha @)
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>This distinction is P IEQGED Bﬁ'{ U
sometimes useful in TAEAt # ®eh ]

helping us to distinguish ggfee ot vt gan @ f
between acceptable and g8 WiHR & S 999
unfair inequalities In f
society but it is not 3ﬁ1 Y 5}

always clear or self- .
evident. For instance, T H R frerdt él
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> THREE DIMENSIONS OF > GUFl b 9 STEM
EQUALITY > T 39 YA W faur e & f5a
> After considering what kind of YhR b GMISTh A @ihR fhu S
social differences are Thd %, g W fqER H & 9< &4

unacceptable we need to ask what
are the different dimensions of T& " 1 e & fh quEa & 3

equality that we may pursue or H-HH Y M ¢ 5= 79 I
seek to achieve in society. While aRed 21 YN § A STeNT-3Tel
identifying different kinds of e &l IIFEGRT &l 99Hd 99

inequalities that exist in society, B £ Y ot R 5 3

various thinkers and ideologies

have highlighted three main Al o TSHifcih, WIS 3R
dimensions of equality namely, MY <1 Sl bl Y@ifeha fopam|
political, social and economic. ltis U o S il TR bl <1
only by addressing each of these FT T & T S :Wl“f 3R

three different dimensions of % 3k
equality can we move towards a HHARlh SHIST del il

more just and equal society. gkl |
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> Political Equality > SHifdeh Al
> In democratic societies political > AthdifIsh TSt § SHAR W

equality would normally include
granting equal citizenship to all
the members of the state. As
you will read in the chapter on
Citizenship, equal citizenship
brings with it certain basic
rights such as the right to vote,
freedom of expression,
movement and association and
freedom of belief. These are
rights which are considered
necessary to enable citizens to
develop themselves and
participate in the affairs of the
state.

gl <= hl GHM AN
I T UsiHITas qqHar 8
M 21 3T ANl oh AN
° yeT foh U™ Ariewar 39+
1Y 69 Hd AfIRR 7™
qagE &l YRR, Hhal ol
IAM-SM, 6T I[N
Jfeafad &t Tasdr i«
favarg =1 =<t ot 21 3 wd
ISR 3, S ANERE ol ST
fI™ G 3R TSI S HH-—H1S
q fermn o4 ® WaW WM o foQ
JMETTH A S & |
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>Social Equality > qHETisish AT
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> Social Equality > 3fereh 9HET
> For this, it is necessary to > 3 3TfYehdy alshd s &Nl bl
minimise the effects of social and M 99 39Ty ab—{'ﬁ +1

economic inequalities and .
guarantee certain minimum I S 8| 98 HE ST @

conditions of life to all the fr TqF AW w9 9 /A
members of the society — I Yl BTAAd Sl URA &l
adequate health care, the et R ¥ fs a9 gfae
opportunity for good education,

adequate nourishment and a AR Wehed &1 WA ITHU
minimum wage, among other Yy A9t 9UEdl 941 W Gehdl
things. In the absence of such g Afea =Tgq 98 guE ?gtf

facilities it is exceedingly difficult .
for all the members of the society ¢ T sovas yarl g/ Hi

to compete on equal terms. Where i garst # A9t frafd swae
equality of opportunity does not HI ghdl el

exist a huge pool of potential talent

tends to be wasted In society.
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» Marxism and liberalism are two important political
ideologies of our times. Marx was an important nineteenth
century thinker who argued that the root cause of
entrenched inequality was private ownership of important
economic resources such as olil, or land, or forests, as well
as other forms of property. He pointed out that such
private ownership did not only make the class of owners
wealthy, it also gave them political power. Such power
enables them to influence state policies and laws and this
could prove a threat to democratic government. Marxists
and socialists feel that economic inequality provides
support to other forms of social inequality such as
differences of rank or privilege. Therefore, to tackle
inequality in society we need to go beyond providing equal
opportunities and try and ensure public control over
essential resources and forms of property.
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>nmﬁﬁaﬁisql<qlqmﬁmaﬁﬁua@mﬁ$ﬁmﬂm%’|
g 3-19dl 98t &1 T 999 faaras on aad + eftar 3t fa
@WW&?WWWWW@EWW@@—
ST, STTel, STHIM 91 del §0d 31 YR &t 9qia 1 il @i 2
=it Tfaa arfast o o & 9% iR €1 o9, 3= UsiHifas
qihd Wt a1 21 I8 Ihd I8 UsH &l Aifaal SR w ot goifad
FE ° GYH A @ 3R A elihdinleh R o ot Eau gifad &l
ghd o Al 3R AHSERTEYd wid € o enfule s
qifSier Tad a1 fasioifasR St 39 at@ &1 S Samaen &l
deral 3t 21 sEfau gue § @HEar @ freen & fou s wum
JTEY IYSTS S € AWM WM 3N ATTTSh Gl AR 3 & bl
Tqfa T Sar &1 9991 ®Ed S 3R giafyad 86 &1 98| 2|
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» An opposing point of view can be found in liberal
theories. Liberals uphold the principle of
competition as the most efficient and fair way of
distributing resources and rewards in society.
They believe that while states may have to
intervene to try and ensure a minimum standard
of living and equal opportunities for all, this
cannot by itself bring equality and justice to
society. Competition between people in free and
fair conditions is the most just and efficient way
of distributing rewards in a society. For them, as
long as competition is open and free,
inequalities are unlikely to become entrenched
and people will get due reward for their talents
and efforts.
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>3qRErdl fagial A faden gfeesion qrm s ghar 21
JTREE! U W GOl 3 e & faaur & gdifues
%R 3R 3faq s o ®u ¥ yfagfgar o fagia =
el w1 9 9Fd @ e geeh faw Sstaared o
<A &R M UH 3 YIH G SR giafveaa w0 o
fau Tsa 1 s’Y S 2, dAfed @ gue o
GR-9-T% A AR =g Tenfyd &l 8 9hdnl WA 3
freqer aftfeufaat & o & o9 afasast & qa o
A9 S faaor &1 gad FEYul SR SR 3UE Bl |
SRaTeal &1 AT @ fof o9 a9 dfaersi Tadas iR gl
B STEHFare 1 @rEdar A8l St 3R @ it Tue
gfasm 3 garat 1 oy fadar @
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HOW CAN WE PROMOTE » ¥ THMdl &t agral d 3
EQUALITY? g&d 272
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»Establishing Formal Equality

»The first step towards bringing about equality is,
of course, ending the formal system of inequality
and privileges. Social, economic and political
inequalities all over the world have been protected
by customs and legal systems that prohibited some
sections of society from enjoying certain kinds of
opportunities and rewards. Poor people were not
granted the right to vote in a large number of
countries. Women were not allowed to take up many
professions and activities. The caste system iIn India
prevented people from the ‘lower’ castes from doing
anything except manual labour. In many countries
only people from some families could occupy high
positions.
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> 3NqaTieh HTAT 1 T

> Tl @R 61 e & tgen wew SIHar R fawimifue
ﬁmwﬁmmmlgﬁmmﬁqw,
Wfdmaﬁiuﬁﬁmwmm " &t p Afa-famt 3R s
st @ Gk T T @) 39 Rt a1 s g |
% %9 feedl + aum fFEm & saud sk el &1 A<
33 ¥ UH! 9 mla@wﬁsﬁﬁnﬂaaﬁaﬁwfw
Q ofaq @ Sar o1 Afecnen 1 98gd 9R Ha9d R
fafafel 9 9 o &1 Seied 8 off | aRa § Ssifa-sgaeen
fraeit sfaal &1 I g9 oh [l 8 | ®E ° Udhdl
offl TS M | chad H® @MW INER o o1 & qai=d 9=l
qh 989 Hehd =1
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»Attainment of equality requires that all such
restrictions or privileges should be brought to an
end. Since many of these systems have the
sanction of law, equality requires that the
government and the law of the land should stop
protecting these systems of inequality. This is
what our Constitution does. The Constitution
prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion,
race, caste, sex or place of birth. Our Constitution
also abolishes the practice of untouchability. Most
modern constitutions and democratic
governments have formally accepted the principle
of equality and incorporated it as identical
treatment by law to all citizens without any regard
to their caste, race, religion or gender.
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>TarEal 1 i o fau sed 2 fo @ @it fey o
favtoiferart &1 ofa fhan smu Jfe Tt Sga-di acene &l
qw@d»l‘élﬂ?ﬁrmésﬂﬁflﬁﬂgﬁﬁgmﬁwaﬁ
S JTIHFAN Bl AGEASN Bl FIEIU 1 4§ B THN
gfgam A ot 7€t fear 21 gfaum o, 9%, snfa, fam @ 5=
M & YR | 9<AE 6w &1 FoY war 81 gal gfaum
FNFA b1 T BT A ST Il g1 Aferhax myfan
Gfgum IR aihaits TWHR NI=e €9 4 HFECT o
fagma =l @R HT &1 @ 3R 39 faga =t wifa, T, o
1 fam W eqE g foqn ‘qet anifiesl &t S & T 9q9H
Saia’ o ®9 o garfea fean @1
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» Equality Through Differential } fgves stqa g/ gqMd

Treatment :
» However, as we noted earlier, > St o & a_@ Th e, .
formal equality or equality YHMA b f9grd &l gone o

before law is necessary butnot e & fou sity=ife
sufficient to realise the principle QU A1 ST & THe

of equality. Sometimes it is
necessary to treat people U eI @t §, aAfer

differently in order to ensure e Tl hYt-hdl 98
that they can enjoy equal rights. Eﬁfﬁﬁl 3 fau f& T

Certain differences between T SIS ® SIE F5X
people may have to be taken

into account for this purpose. Toh, 3TH -3 <A
&I AEegs &idl =1 39
32 4 o o &9 HD
JTad




Equality gamEa

> For instance, disabled > &t g A ST Bl 2
people may justifiably 3TEWT & foru faspart &t
demand special ramps in gt et ® feY oo
public spaces so that they o/ Tl (Ramp)® -

get an equal chance to .

enter public buildings. Or W&m g, azﬁﬁ B“GI@ &l
women working in call SEICEIRCONCEIBCIME N
centres at night may H BT UM AW i
need special protection T 3G TWE A H &hid
during the journey to and dex § /1 & diel Afedl
from the centre so that #1 Fic] QT SA-STd g9
their equal right to work forgty gRem w1 wexd & gehdl
may be protected. 3| o sgF S F TUN

ATYRR I &I 81 Fehll
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> Affirmative Action > ghcHSR 5 e‘i\q g

> Affirmative action is based c ¢ 2
on the idea that it is not > qu UH% pl9dlz =d W
sufficient to establish formal uif 3 & 1 s
equality by law. When we 3T quMdar Tfud e
wish to eliminate Q‘IT Tt 72} %I OIS

inequalities that are deeply

rooted, it is necessary to &t frem & fou s/&d sm

take some more positive fr QUE@ &1 T GRAl
measures to minimise and S T g1 s GHRIHS

eliminate entrenched forms o
of social inequalities. Most haH 331T STl E_Fﬁm

policies of affirmative action HHRIHD A i ﬂfw
are thus designed to correct +ifqar 31did &1 JAHHEAIRN

the cumulative effect of past =R
inequalities. > mgiﬁwﬁg gﬁw wT
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> Affirmative action can however take many forms, from
preferential spending on facilities for disadvantaged
communities, such as, scholarships and hostels to special
consideration for admissions to educational institutions and
jobs. In our country we have adopted a policy of quotas or
reserved seats in education and jobs to provide equality of
opportunity to deprived groups, and this has been the subject
of considerable debate and disagreement. The policy has
been defended on the ground that certain groups have been
victims of social prejudice and discrimination in the form of
exclusion and segregation. These communities who have
suffered In the past and been denied equal opportunities
cannot be immediately expected to compete with others on
equal terms. Therefore, in the interest of creating an
egalitarian and just society they need to be given special
protection and help.
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>W$ﬁaﬁm*smiﬁmélwﬁaﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂ?ﬁé€
fau smgfa 3k giea St gfaunent W aiadar & 3naR W
9 HE 9 AR AiRiE AR dfaes geenst @ yaw & fau
forgiy sgaee & d% &1 FAifaar 8 Gwdl 21 A9 ;| A
gfad @l &1 STaE Ht gUFEAl 37 & fau g AtsfEt sk
foranm ? eRfara T A wier &t ifa w1 e @) =% Hifa
Sgd dR-faarg 3R rgenfd =1 9y W 81 39 Hifd &1 39
3MYUR W Ihield &l T & [ 79 g a1 3R Terd o
HRUT rETiSeh qaiue 3 9399 o iR ® €)1 St 9q5H
Jdia ® difed 3R 99 AaE € afgd @ @, 399 98 3muan
&l &t ST Gl f 9 3 <M 9 GHEAN & MR )
yfaeaat Y1 sHifa & guanes SR =mEqel gu o
fmfor & fea o St favio GIIUT R Te™aAT 3 &l
¥Rl 2




