Political Theory

Political theory has its ~ Joriiia® [4GId &I e’ A

roots in the twin Aferar & 1 a1 TR |
aspects of the human gidt @1 98 9 @™ IR
self. It analyses certain  Yvi &1 favaiwor &ar &1 4,
basic questions such ST 61 $Q Gufsd a1 dfeu?
as how should society = TR F 5&W F1 22

be organised? Why do WER FT ga9s w9 SH-Tr 22

o
we ne_ed government? AL S A 4T T

What is the best form
of government? Does ST B2 TGN hl 7T

law limit our freedom? TPl & 9fq 1 RRT @il

What does the state 22 NI & &9 § TH-TR

owe its citizens? What gfd a1 S eldl 22
do we owe each other

as citizens?
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> Political theory examines UsHIfas fagid 36 9@ oh gt
questions of this kind ! TSdlel &l @ 3 TsHiah
and systematically thinks eq =t squifila =@ @«
about the values that Al Gl SR = o
inform political life — e & aR ¥ gorafied ®9 9
values such as freedom, R H 31 98 T ek e

equality and justice. It . )
explains the meaning UG FAURUIS o A IR

and significance of these Y™ &l AT @l B AT

and other related ta 3R adAE & TS W@
concepts. It clarifies the UHifaes fadsl &t ovg A
existing definitions of T@HI 3 SEURINS &1 [N
these concepts by GRS & T Il 2

focusing on some major
political thinkers of the
past and present.
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The objective of “‘_’l:i”\ﬂ%. [AgTd <6l Se¥
political theory is to Rt &l AsHifaes 9l
train citizens to think R ¥ a4 &7 4 ‘éﬁ?ﬁ 3R

rationally about qfaes TsHifde sSeel &l
political questions and g& qfias 9 st &1 YT
assess the political T 2

events of our time.
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WHAT DO WE STUDY IN POLITICAL THEORY?

TSHifaes fagia % &9 1 9gq 872
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Political theory deals with . )
the ideas and principles Terifass fagta 37 foaml i

that shape Constitutions, difaal &l gafEed 9 i
governments and social life  gigfsfaq war & 599 sURr

in a systematic manner. It -
clarifies the meaning of gt S, TWHR AR

concepts such as freedom, dfaHM 7 MHR TV fmar 2
equality, justice, I8 WA, YU, A1, ichd

democracy, secularism and N
so on. It probes the SR vfRder St srEeron

significance of principles &1 37 TR FI 2| T8 HMT
such as rule of law, &1 TS, USRI HT dear

separation of powers, A= wa@ﬁq,—r[ ST 9t

judicial review, etc. This is .
done by examining the fiferal =1 Wrefsha w1 S=

arguments advanced by %I
different thinkers in
defence of these concepts.
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WHY SHOULD WE STUDY  gH UsiHifds fagia = qe
POLITICAL THEORY? aifew?

First of all, political theory Tecl 91d dt 98 & sHifdas

is relevant for all the above o . .
target groups. As high NI @ a4l | Ei o feTq

school students, we may IfTE 81 B % ¥9 H ¥4
choose one of the above qfasg ° Iyqad 49 # °§ fodt
professions in the future TH 6l T Thd & 3R gqfat

and so indirectly it is
relevant for us even now. Wy ®9 9 I8 34t 8 AR foau

Do we not learn qrEfites @1 & &9 i T8l
mathematics althoughnot  4gq Sefe sud @ 9wl nfvag
all of us will become

gTyﬂ'ﬁ'q'{ ? g'gﬁﬁ'q
mathematicians or A . :lgi[ EF.H’ =l .
engineers? Is it not Tt fo AR stwafoa Sitaq #

because basic arithmeticis gM=d: SN BT &2
useful to life in general?
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Secondly, we are all 3l a g% fe &9 9l wa [
going to be citizens X 3 UGl & thad &
entitled to vote and Afsr—gy= arife T ST ®
decide other issues. %'l et w e & f—vnz

To act responsibly, it e faart s Teena
IS helpful to have a

: aﬁ qfaE SRt gaR fag
basic knowledge of
the political ideas AR it @, St A g

and institutions that 3R 4 ©
shape the world we
live In.
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Thirdly, freedom, equality ~ dad o1d I8 fF =<, TFa, 3R
and secularism are not LEf-RURIT AR Sfied o d Wl
abstra_ct issues in our lives. Tl ¥ ofied, faeneEl, wefaert,

We daily encounter
discrimination of various AT ﬁ 3 H dE-d@ oh

sorts in families, schools, YeuEl I 89 YfdfeT 9T i Bl
colleges, shopping malls = A it Y A R A % O

and so on. We ourselves

have prejudices against T"fﬂ_ﬁ" Wl €, 9% 9 ST Wi &
people who are different B A1 3TN 9H o 31gal 3TerT foim

different caste or religion or . .
®W ¢, A 9 el & R aRd

gender or class. If we feel

oppressed, we want it T 3IR Ifz 399 focia X

redressed and if that is
delayed,
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we feel violent revolutionis 9 &1 TRYY ®W ¢ f fEa® wifd

justified. If we are 3faq 21 ARk au fedmfter Ho=t ©
rivileged, we deny that '

prives Y dl 3H §HF o T 9oed 31

there is any oppression . .

even as our maids and ARy 3R AHAFE o IcdieT 9 W

servants struggle for SR W &1 H-w4l 39 T@ W0

dignity. Sometimes, we TRgE HW & fF TR AT 39

even feel that our servants i
deserve the treatment they = “19el * A €, St 3 WY @

get. What political theory ©1 21 UeHifas fagia <9 98 &
encourages us to do is & 5 9% a4 UoHifae il IR §
exal_nine our idea§_and I FraRi iR el % qdie %

feelingsabout political

things. Just by looking at fou dicaifea e @1 9 St
them more carefully, we Hdohdl 9 <@ W 9 89 391 fa=r

become moderate in our S?R‘ TR T SR B S %I
ideas and feelings.




