
Subtraction

Subtraction 

 Subtraction means taking away one number from another 

 It helps us find what is left or how much more or less 

 The answer we get after subtraction is called the difference 

 We always subtract the smaller number from the bigger number 

 Subtraction is done from right to left (ones to thousands) 

Important Words That Show Subtraction 

 Left 

 Take away 

 Minus 

 Difference 

 How many more 

 How many less 

Steps to Solve Subtraction Problems 

Step 1: Write the numbers in columns using place value 

Step 2: Always begin subtraction from the ones place 

Step 3: If the top number is bigger, subtract directly 

Step 4: Write the answer for each place value 

Step 5: Read the final answer from left to right 

Examples with Solutions 

Example 1 

Problem: Subtract 123 from 645 

Solution: 645 − 123 = 522 

Answer: 522 



Example 2 

Problem: Subtract 237 from 524 

Solution: 524 − 237 = 287 

Answer: 287 

Example 3 

Problem: Subtract 412 from 800 

Solution: 800 − 412 = 388 

Answer: 388 

Example 4 

Problem: Subtract 154 from 600 

Solution: 600 − 154 = 446 

Answer: 446 

Example 5 

Problem: Subtract 208 from 700 

Solution: 700 − 208 = 492 

Answer: 492 

Summary Points 

 Subtraction helps us find what is left or the difference between numbers 

 We subtract the smaller number from the bigger number 

 Always start from the ones place 

 Look for keywords like “left,” “how many more,” or “difference” to identify 
subtraction problems 

 Subtraction is used in everyday life like spending money, sharing things, or 
finding how much is remaining  


