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Energy and Food

Importance of Food

Food is a fundamental necessity for all living beings. It plays a crucial role in
maintaining various functions of the human body. It is required for:

e Keeping the heart healthy and functioning properly.

e Maintaining an active and alert brain.

e Supporting the optimal functioning of muscles and other organs.
e Providing energy for bodily processes.

e Protecting the body against diseases.

Why Do We Need Food?
Food is essential for survival and overall well-being due to the following reasons:

e Source of Energy: Our body requires a continuous supply of energy for various
activities, even while resting or sleeping. Several organs, such as the heart and
brain, function continuously, necessitating energy at all times.

e Body Functions: Food enables essential bodily functions like digestion,
circulation, respiration, and metabolism.

e Growth and Development: It supports the proper growth of bones, muscles,
and tissues.

e Disease Prevention and Healing: A balanced diet strengthens the immune
system, helps fight infections, and aids in recovery from illnesses.

What Does Food Contain?

Food is composed of essential substances that nourish the body and contribute to
overall health. These substances are known as nutrients. Different food items
contain varying amounts of these nutrients. The primary nutrients present in food
include:

1. Carbohydrates:

e The primary source of energy for the body.

e Found in foods like rice, bread, potatoes, and fruits.
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Proteins:
e Essential for growth, repair, and maintenance of body tissues.

e Found in foods such as eggs, fish, milk, legumes, and pulses.

Vitamins:
e Help in various body functions, including vision, immunity, and skin health.

e Found in fruits, vegetables, dairy products, and nuts.

Fats:
e Provide a concentrated source of energy and help in the absorption of vitamins.

e Found in butter, oil, nuts, and dairy products.

Minerals:
e Essential for bone health, muscle function, and overall development.
e Found in leafy vegetables, dairy products, nuts, and seeds.

Food is not just a means of sustenance but an essential requirement for maintaining
energy levels, supporting bodily functions, preventing diseases, and ensuring overall
health and well-being. A balanced diet containing all essential nutrients is crucial for

a healthy life.




