21. IDIOMS & PHRASES

Rajesh and Vikas have remained friends
through thick and thin.

(a)  Under all condition, undaunted by any-
thing

(b)  Through happy days

(c) Inspite of all difficulties

(d) Always

The authorities took him to task for this negli-
gence

(a) Reprimanded him

(b)  Gave him additional work

(c) Forced him to resign

(d)  Suspended his assignment

She was in a brown study and did not notice
my entrance

(a) Sleep

(b) Dream

(c) Reveric (an act or state of absentminded
day dreaming)

(d) Fear

It is high time that India did something about

the population problem

(a)  Appropriate time
(b)  Already late

(c) Auspicious moment
(d) Desired occasion

To tell you in a nutshell, lust for power and
money has almost spoiled him.

(a) Anactual experience described vividly
(b)  To take in confidence

(c) Asobjectively as possible

(d) Inasimple and brief manner

Seema is a little hard of hearing

(a) Deaf (b) Insensitive

(¢) Inaudible (d) Disinterested

He was carrled off his feet when he was de-
clared to have won the prize

(a) Was dizzy
(b)  Was wild with excitement

(c) Became delirious
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(d) Danced on his toes

I did not know that he was pulling my leg all
the while,

(a) Defaming me

(b)  Complimenting me

(c) Fooling me

(d) Degrading me

In the armed forces, it is considered a great
privilege to die in harness.

(a) Die while still working

(b) Die in the battle field

(c) Die with honour

(d)  Die on the horse back

In life, we have to take the rough with the
smooth

(a) Accept unpleasant as well as pleasant
things

(b) Make unpleasant things better

(c) Betough in order to be successful

(d) Use pleasant words to make things
smooth

Tell me plainly who broke the mirror, do not

beat around the bush

(a) Approach the matter in a round about
way

(b)  Try to impress me with your arguments
(c) Putany blame on others
(d) Pretend to be unaware of the matter

While the ladies continued their small talk in
the drawing room, I felt bored

(a) Backbiting

(b)  Whispering

(c) Light conversation

(d)  Gossip

He faced the music for reaching home late
(a) Faced reprimand

(b) Faced pleasure

(¢) Faced punishment

(d) Faced entertainment

He resigned the most of his own accord
(a)  Voluntarily and willingly
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(b)  According to his convenience

(¢)  According to his judgement

(d)  Which he liked

His promotion is on the cards

(a) Certain (b) Probable

(¢) Due (d) Evident

The captain played with determination because
the honour of the team was at stake

(a) Indanger (b) Appropriate
(d) At the top

It was he who put a spoke in my wheel

(¢)  Very low

(a) Thwarted the execution of the plan
(b)  Destroyed the plan

(c)  Tried to cause an accident

(d) Helped in the execution of the plain

Honesty is at a premium in almost all spheres

of public life

(a) Encouraged (b) Valued highly
(c) Prevalent (d) Practised openly

I have been betrayed by my own flesh and blood
(a)  Children (b) Acquaintances

(c) Relatives (d) Friends

Some people now wonder whether we just pay
lip service or genuinely subscribe to democ-
racy

(a) Remain indifferent

(b)  Show only outward respect
(c) Pay oral tribute

(d)  Attach no value

The police fired at random at the violent crowed
and several persons lost their lives

(a) Unwillingly (b) Intentionally
(c) Pointedly (d) Aimlessly

The class could not keep a straight face on hear-
ing the strange pronunciation of the new teacher

(a) Remain silent

(b) Remain indifferent

(¢) Remain serious

(d) Remain unaffected

He bids fair to be an excellent cricketer

(a) Isconfident (b) Isunlikely

(c) Seems likely (d) Is ambitious

My father strained every nerve to enable me to
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get settled in life

(a)  Tried all tricks

(b)  Bribed several persons

(¢)  Worked very hard

(d)  Spent a huge amount

The cricket match proved to be a big draw
(a) Alovely spectacle

(b) A huge attraction

(c) A game without any result

(d)  Akeen contest

I racked my brains to solve this difficult prob-
lem

(a) Iread a number of books

(b) Ibrainwashed several experts

(¢) Iconsulted several people

(d) Isubjected my mind to hard thinking

If you rub him the wrong way, he is bound to
react

(b) Abuse him
(d) Encourage him

(a) Annoy him
(c)  Flatter him
She exhibited remarkable sang froid during the
Crisis

(b) Anger

(d) Irritation

A good teacher should have the gift of the gab

(a) Composure
(¢) Temper

(a) A talent for speaking
(b)  Aninterest in discipline
(c) A good personality

(d) A talent for acting

These persons who are ready to sail close to
the wind can be successful in life

(a) To work hard
(b) To be regular
(¢) To take risk
(d) To manage his situation

His oily tongue has won him promotion

(a) Flattery (b) Fluency in speech
(c) Softspeech  (d) Word power

Sunil thought his skill would match up to
keshav’s bulk, but in the fight he was beaten
neck and crop
(a) Swiftly
(c) Softly

(b) Profoundly
(d) Completely
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It was such a strange affair that I could make
any head or tail of it.

(a) Rememberit (b) Understand it
(¢) Faceit (d) Tolerate it
Though he has a lot of money, yet all his plans

are built upon sand.
(a) Based on inexperience

(b) Resting on immature ideas
(c)  Resting on cheap materials
(d)  Established on insecure foundations

With the existing management, the future of
the company is In doldrums

(a)  Uncertain (b) Secure
(c) Dull (d) Bright
He does not like to be friendly with Sarita; he
always gives her a cold shoulder

(a) Insults her in the presence of others

(b)  Tries to be unfriendly by taking no no-
tice of her

(c)  Pushes her with his shoulder whenever
they meet

(d)  Creates all sorts of troubles for her

He was in a brown study and did not seem to
catch my point

(a)  Absent-minded

(b) In a state of shock
(¢) in his study room
(d)  Absorbed in reading

He is not worth his salt if he fails at this junc-
ture

(@)  Quite depressed

(b)  Very strange

(c¢)  Quite worthless

(d)  Very proud of himself

His boss was always breathing down his neck

(a)  Shouting loudly at him

(b)  Giving him strenuous work

(c) Abusing and ill-treating him

(d)  Watching all his actions closely
Caesar was done to death by the conspirators
(a) Eliminated (b) Murdered

(c) Attacked (d) Removed

If Gaurav does not complete the work allotted
to him properly, we shall send him packing
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(a)  Give him another work

(b)  Recall with honour

(c)  Put him in packing department

(d) Terminate his services immediately.
He is always picking holes in every project
(a) Finding fault with

(b)  Creating problems in

(c)  Asking irrelevant questions on

(d) Suggesting improvement in

If we give them this concession, it will be the
thin end of the wedge.

(a) The beginning of further concessions
(b) Inadequate for their needs

(c) A compromise on principles

(d) The least we could do for them

It is a matter of gratification for me that he has
turned over a new leaf.

(a) Proved to be a worthy person on his job

(b)  Accepted the new job that was offered
to him.

(c) Begun a different mode of life

(d) Decided to use a different strategy to
solve the problem

He believes in the policy of making hay while

the sun shines

(a) Helping those who help him
(b)  Seeking advice from one and all
(c)  Giving bribes to get his work done.

(d) Making the best use of a favourable situ-
ation.

The teacher was as good as his word.

(a)  Highly pretentious

(b)  Ready to fulfil his promise
(¢) Incapable of action

(d)  Better than expected

The trade union’s seemingly rightful demand
is only a stalking horse to blackmail the man-
agement.

(a) Pretence (b) Suggestion
(¢) Trick (d) Proposal
In modern democratic societies Lynch law

seems to have become a common feature in
almost all the spheres of life.

(a) Law of the Mob
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(b) Law of the Underworld

(c) Law of the parliament

(d) Law of the Constitution
The soldiers laid down their arms

(a) Refused to obey orders

(b)  Put the arms in their place
(c)  Put their arms on the ground
(d)  Surrendered

I have come to know of your hole and corner
method of dealing with people

(a)  Secret (b) Suspicious
(c)  Strict (d) Servile
He cannot make both ends meet

(a) Earn enough

(b)  Live within his income
(c) Manage the business
(d)  Work hard

The M.P. from our constituency is fond of blow-
ing his own trumpet whenever he gets a chance

(a) Looking after his own interest

(b) Making long speeches

(c) Parading his own good deeds

(d)  Speaking top loudly

The boss brought matter to a head by forcing
him to work more

(a) Created an atmosphere of confrontation
(b)  Brought matters to a decisive point

(c) Made him unhappy

(d) Created a lot of unhappiness

The question of abolition of private property is

still a moot point
(a) Notclear (b) Uncertain

(c) Unknown (d) Undecided
The new economic policy is likely to run into

rough weather
(a)  Encounter difficulties

(b)  Create problems
(c)  Make things difficult
(d) Confuse matters

Being an introvert, he will only eat his heart
out

(a) Invite trouble (b) Suffer silently
(c) Eattoomuch (d) Keep brooding
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There is no hard and fast rule regarding this
subject

(a)  Rule that cannot be broken or modified
(b)  Rule that can be broken or modified
(c)  Rule that is difficult

(d) Rule that is fast-changing

He did me a good turn by recommending me
for the post of Vice-Principal

(a) Did an act of kindness
(b) Returned my kindness

(c) Became suddenly good
(d) Improved my prospects

Chandu used very ugly words against his kind
uncle; he threw down the gauntlet before him

(a) He behaved as if he was a great and an
important person

(b)  Heput several conditions for negotiation
(c) He abused and insulted him
(d) He threw the challenge

He is temporarily in charge of the company and
is trying to feather his nest

(a)  Act for his own future benefits

(b)  Practice his own brand of management
philosophy

(c) Raise the image of the company

(d) Bring order and discipline in the com-
pany

He always cuts both ends

(a)  Argues in support of both sides of the
issue

(b)  Behaves dishonestly
(c)  Works for both sides
(d) Inflicts injuries on others

In the organized society of today no individual or
Nation can Plough a lonely furrow.

(a)  Survive in isolation

(b) Remain non-aligned

(¢) Remain unaffected

(d) Do without the help of others

As our army attacked, the enemy retreated pell-
mell

(a) Inaheap
(b)  Without the least thought
(c) Hurriedly
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(d) In adisorderly manner

Eloquent lamentations regarding the fate of the
flora and fauna are certain to be rendered a cry
in the wilderness

(a) Acryinvain

(b)  Anunpleasant situation
(c) A cry with a laughter

(d) A laughter having no end

Discipline is on the wane in schools and col-

leges these days.
(a) Spreading (b) Spiralling
(d) Declining
He was a king who ruled his subjects with a

high hand.
(a) Conveniently (b) Sympathetically

(¢) Increasing

(c) Oppressively (d) Kindly
He has reached present position in his job

through elbow grease
(a) Flattering his superiors

(b)  His hard works
(c)  His persistent fighting
(d)  His good connections

Inspite of the efforts of all peace loving people,
World peace is still a far cry

(a) Animpracticable idea

(b)  Outofreach

(c) An abstract idea

(d) Alongway off

The great warrior, Baji Prabhu, held the enemy

at bay but was killed in the end

(a) Launched a counter attack after initial
success

(b) Retreated initially but launched a heavy
attack afterwards

(c) Prevented the enemy from coming too
near

(d)  Did not allow the enemy to attack his
position

When he tells stories about himself, he is in-

clined to draw the long bone

(a) Getemotional (b) Understate

(c) Getexcited

The boy had a hair-breadth escape from a street
accident.

(d) Exaggerate
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(a) Narrow (b) Quick
(¢) Lucky (d) Easy
It will be wise on your part to let the bygones

be bygones
(a) Recollect the past

(b) Revive the past
(c) Resist the past
(d) Ignore the past

They sold their house because it was a real

white elephant
(a) Awuselessone

(b) Arare find

(c) Anexpensive one

(d) Abigone

The detective left no stone unturned to trace
the culprit

(a) Took no pains

(b) Resorted to illegitimate practices
(¢) Did very irrelevant things

(d)  Used all available means

The mealy-mouthed politician succeeded in
influencing the voters

(b) Ambitious
(d) Soft-tongued
The politician was able to sway the mob with

his gift of the gab
(a) Abundance of promises

(b) Political foresight
(c) Fluency of speech

(a) Cunning
(c) Il-tempered

(d) Flattering words

He s a strange fellow. It is very difficult to deal
with him; it seems that he has a bee in his bon-
net

(a)  To face problems as a result of his sense-
less actions

(b)  Peculiar habit of confusing others
(c)  Anachievement to be proud of
(d)  An obsession about something

When the police came, the thieves took to their
heels

(a)  Took shelter in a tall building
(b)  Unconditionally surrendered
(c)  Were taken by surprise

(d) Took to flight
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He burnt his fingers by interfering in his
neighbour’s affairs

(a) Burnt himself

(b)  Got himself into trouble
(c) Gotrebuked

(d)  Got himself insulted

Pt. Nehru was born with a silver spoon in his
mouth

(a) Born in a family of Nationalists
(b) Born in a wealthy family

(c) Born in a royal family

(d) Born in a middle class family

The involvement of teachers in the scheme of
education proves to be a mare’s nest

(a)  Asuccessful idea
(b)  Atimely step
(c) A false invention
(d)  Anoble thing

The new C.M. stuck his neck out today and
promised 10 kgs. free wheat a month for all
rural families

(a) Caused embarrassment

(b) Took a risk

(c) Extended help (d) Took an oath

His most trusted friend proved to be a snake in

the grass
(a)  Ahidden enemy

(b) Low and mean
(c) Cowardly and brutal
(d)  Anunreliable and deceitful person

Not caring for the family, Devender wanted to
gather roses only.

(a) Wanted to make safe investment
(b)  Wanted to seck all the enjoyments of life
(c)  Wanted to paint a rosy picture of the past
(d) Wanted to start business of roses

He is a queer fish, I have failed to understand
him

(a)  Strange person

(b)  Quarrelsome person
(¢)  Funny person

(d)  Sensitive person

The party stalwarts have advised the President
to take it lying down for a while
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(a) To be on the defensive

(b) To be cautious

(c)  To show no reaction

(d) Top take rest

I just paid him a left-handed compliment
(a) Aninsincere (b) A flattering

(c)  An honest (d) A well deserved

Kamal was left high and dry by his friends when
he lost all his money

(a) Wounded (b) Depressed

(c) Isolated (d) Rejected

The sight of the accident made my flesh creep
(a) Confusedme (b) Drew my attention
(d) Frightened me

Some people have a habit of wearing their heart
on their sleeves

(c) Worried me

(a)  Exposing their innermost feelings to oth-
ers

(b)  Wasting their time on unnecessary de-
tails

(¢) Avoiding being friendly with others

(d)  Saying something which is not to be taken
seriously

His voice gets on my nerves
(a) Makes me ill
(b)  Pierces my eardrums

(c) Makesmesad (d) irritates me

Our school is within a stone’s throw from the
railway station

(a)  Within a definite circumference
(b)  Very far off

(¢)  Within a certain radius

(d)  Atashort distance

The hero of Naipau’s novel ‘A House for Mr.
Biswas’, like all modern young men, wishes to
paddle his own canoe

(a)  Make the best of his life

(b)  Have his own means of livelihood

(c) Lead an independent life

(d)  Depend on himself

Dowry is a burning question of the day
(a)  Anirrelevant problem

(b) A widely debated issue

(c)  Arelevant problem
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(d) Adyingissue

There was opposition to the new policy by rank
and file of the government

(a) The cabinet members

(b)  The official machinery

(¢)  The majority

(d)  The ordinary members

The boy turned a deaf ear to the pleading of all
his well-wishers

(a) Posed indifference

(b)  Did not pay any attention

(c) listened carefully

(d) Was deadly opposed

He is in the habit of chewing the cud

(a)  Forgetting things

(b) Tomuse on

(¢)  Accusing others

(d)  Crying over spilt milk

If you pass this difficult examination, it will be
a, feather in your cap

(a)  Your parents will be very happy

(b)  You will get a scholarship for higher
studies

(c)  Youwill get a very good job
(d)  You will feel proud of it

1 did not mind what he was saying, he was only
talking through his hat

(a) Talking ignorantly

(b)  Taking nonsense

(c) Talking insultingly

(d) Talking irresponsibly

There is no love lost between the two
neighbours

(a)  Alove-hate relationship

(b)  Cool indifference

(¢) Close friendship

(d) Intense dislike

The members of the group were at odds over
the selection procedure

(a)  Unanimous

(b)  Behaving childishly
(c)  Acting foolishly

(d) indispute
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During Christmas, even the elderly father paint
the town red.

(a)  Spill red wine

(b) Have alively time

(¢) Indulge in rioting

(d)  Paint the house red

He has made his mark in politics
(a)  Acquired wealth

(b)  Distinguished himself

(c) Attained notoriety

(d)  Ruined his wealth

The popularity of the yesteryears superstar is
on the wane.

(a) Growingless (b) Atrock-bottom

(¢) Growing more (d) Atits peak
Harassed by repeated acts of injustice, he de-
cided to put his foot down.

(a)  Withdraw

(b)  Accept the proposal unconditionally

(c) Resign

(d) Not to yield

Rahul fought tooth and nail to save his com-
pany.

(a)  Using unfair means

(b)  With strength and fury

(c) With weapons

(d)  Asbestas he could

At a party, he is always in high sprits

(a) Drunk (b) Uncontrollable
(c) Talkative (d) Cheerful

It is difficult to keep a level head in these days
of mounting prices

(a) Make both ends meet
(b) Maintain standard of living

(c) Remain cool and composed

(d) Eek out existence

We should guard against our green-eyed friends
(a) Handsome (b) Enthusiastic

(¢) Rich (d) Jealous

She rejected his proposal of marriage point-
blank

(a)  Abruptly
(c) Directly

(b) Briefly
(d) Pointedly
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He is an honest man, he will take the bull by
the horns and handle the management.

(a) fight the bull holding its horns

(b) face the problem becoming nervous
(c) face the problem boldly

(d) run away seeing the bull

He did me a good turn by recommending for
the post of Principal.

(a) did an act of kindness

(b)  became suddenly good

(¢) returned my kindness

(d) changed my future

If he is lazy, why don’t you turn him off.

(a) scold (b) punish

(c) dismiss (d) warn

Having walked twenty miles, I am feeling quite
done up.

(a) fresh

(c) energetic

(b) exhausted
(d) relaxed

A good sportsman cannot afford to have a fit
of the blues before the game.

(a)  stimulants

(b) entertainment

(c) steroids or drugs

(d) depression

His utopian idea was entertaining but not ac-
ceptable.

(a) classicidea  (b) intelligent idea

(c) unworthy idea (d) imaginary idea

He has the habit of getting into a row over trivial
matters.

(a) seeking the help

(b) picking up a fight

(c) getting a right path

(d) giving unwanted advice
A small fry

(a) little

(c) unimportant

(b) important
(d) weak

Do not lose your head in public.

(a) be embarrassed

(b)  shave your hair

(c) getangry

(d) getaheadache
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Gift of the gab
(a) talent for speaking

(b) todistribute gifts

(c) towinaprize

(d) to be lucky

To account for

(a)  give the accounts for

(b) give a satisfactory explanation for

(c)  speak the truth about

(d) maintain accounts properly

A wolf'in sheep’s clothing

(a) awicked man who pretends to be good
(b)  agood for nothing person

(c) awoman who looks younger than her age
(d) aman of high birth but in poor condition
She left him in the lurch

(a) puthim at ease

(b) compromised him
(c) annoyed him
(d)  deserted him in difficult times

Kicked the bucket
(a) fought (b) died
(c) played (d) collapsed

Rides the high horse

(a)  superior

(b) went on a vacation
(c) started gambling
(d) bought a horse
Rack and ruin

(a) successful (b) debt
(c) destroyed (d) ransacked

To take to task

(a) pass over (b) reward
(c) punish (d) disappoint
Iron will

(a) good health

(b)  strong determination
(c)  sticks to the point

(d)  has high haemoglobin
Weal and woe

(a) ups and downs

(b) joys and sorrows
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(c)  whole-heartedly
(d)  under suspicion

For some people, writing verse is as duck takes
to water.

(a) like taking the duck to water

(b) like bursting out suddenly

(c) like dropping the duck in the water
(d) like easily and naturally speaking

He made my day by telling me how important I
was to him.

(a) gave me great pleasure

(b) displeased me

(c) spoiled my day

(d) made me resentful

He made away with ten thousand rupees in the
course of three months.

(b) ran away with

(d) saved

The students of that group have assured their
project guide that they will all work against the
clock.

(a) earned
(c) squandered

(a)  work while keeping patience

(b)  work with vigour to finish in limited time
(c)  work with enthusiasm

(d)  work hard to go against the time

To let off steam, my friend started murmuring.
(a) torelease his tension

(b)  to show his anger

(c) to show his approval

(d) to show his displeasure

Gift of the gab

(a) talent for speaking

(b) to be lucky

(c) towin prize

(d) to get something free

(e) to quarrel over trifles

To set the Thames on fire

(a) to work evil on something
(b)  to do a heroic deed

(c) totry to do something impossible
(d) to destroy with fire

(e) to quarrel like fools

A hard nut to crack

(a) fragile articles

(b) tasteless

(c) easily acceptable
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(d) adifficult problem

(e) to be bitter enemy

To be as good as one’s word

(a) todo good deeds

(b) to have a sweet tooth

(c) to speak politely

(d) abe fully dependable

(e) touse aggression

To crow over

(a)  to quarrel

(b) to comprise

(c) todevelop

(d) toexult in triumph

(e) residue

took him to task

(a) gave him additional work

(b)  suspended his assignment

(c) reprimanded him

(d)  forced him to resign

(e) None of these

tooth and nail

(a)  with all their might

(b)  without any other weapon

(c) resorting to violence

(d)  very cowardly

(e) None of these

left no stone unturned

(a) took no pains

(b) did very irrelevant things

(c) resorted to illegitimate practices
(d) used all available means

(e) None of these

Put high spirits

(a)  drunken state

(b)  very cheerful

(c) talked incoherently

(d) deeply engrossed in thought
(e) None of these

put one’s foot down

(a) tonotyield

(b) toresign

(c) toaccept unconditionally

(d) to withdraw
(e) None of these
heel of Achilles
(a) glorious days
(c) weak point
(e) None of these

(b) own sword
(d) ambition
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141.
148.

hot goods

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

costly goods

imported goods
smuggled goods

stolen goods
None of these

To look high and low

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

To be very cautions

To have a catholic approach

To have a disdain for intellectuals
To look for in every possible place
None of these

To get in a lather

(a)

WO >0 w»>0r» 0

O 0gar»an

To come out clean

16.
23.
30.
37.D
44,
51.
58.
65.
72.
79.
86.
93.
100.
107.
114.
121.
128.
135.
142.
149.

> U P>PWBTOUTOTIT P00 > > >

10.
17.
24.
31.

45.
52.
59.
66.
73.
80.
87.
94.

101.
108.
115.
122.
129.
136.
143.

150

Dwaoawr»p oo me»T> 0000000

11.
18.
25.
32.
39.
46.
53.
60.
67.
74.
81.
88.
95.

102.
109.
116.
123.
130.
137.
144.

149.

150.

Answer

12.
19.
26.
33.
40.
47.
54.
61.
68.
75.
82.
89.
96.

WO OUOUOoOUoOwWwooOOQOUwW»»Wo0WmW

(b)
(c)
(d
(e)

To maintain a proper distance

To become unnecessarily upset
To praise and admire dishonestly
None of these

To come a cropper

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

To have an embarrassing failure
To appear briefly

To endure a problem

To make an indiscriminate attack

To catch one’s eye

103.
110.
117.
124.
131.
138.
145.

(a)
(b)
(©)
(d)

QOO P»PWTOWWIW»T»O0O0O®EI» U0

To look intently at someone

To be infected with an eye disease
To watch carefully

To be romantically attracted

6. A 7. B
13. A 14. A
20. B 21. D
27. A 28. A
34. B 35. A
41. D 42. A
48. A 49. D
55. A 56. B
62. D 63. D
69. C 70 D
76. C 77. D
83. A 84. B
90. A 91. D
97. B 98. D
104. A 105. D
111. C 112. A
118. C 119. C
125. C 126. C
132. C 133. B
139. D 140. C
146. E 147. D






