Language Development HIY CEaLs

Language — It is a medium of communication
or expressing ideas.

Steps of language development — Normally
there 1is a particular pattern for the
development of any language involving 4
following skills.

Listening — Speaking — Reading — Writing

This pattern may vary which we will discuss
in our ‘Teaching Methods’ chapter of this
book.

Stages of Language Development
Crying — It is the first stage of language
development. The child expresses his/her sad
feeling through crying. A child cries
differently for different situations.

Cooing — 3 months old baby starts cooing.
Child pronounces vowel letters in this process.

The child expresses happiness through
cooing.
Babbling — 6 months old baby starts

babbling. In this process, the child starts
mixing consonants with vowels.

9 months old baby repeats the same letter
continuously as a series known as Echolalia at
this stage.

Speaking
v 12 — 18 months old baby starts
speaking.

v’ At first, the child starts speaking One
Word Sentence and that word is Noun.

v" This expresses the meaning of the whole
sentence. This type of speaking is
known as one word sentence/Holo
phrase.

v 18-24 months child starts speaking the
second word, the second word belongs
to Verb.

v' This type of speech is known as
Telegraphic Speech.
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v It means the child starts speaking the
second word on the second birthday.

v Child uses ‘I’ much more than ‘you’
during using pronouns.

v’ After 2 years — child starts the third
word. This third word belongs to
adjectives.

v’ 2% to 3 years old baby uses grammar. In
this process, the child starts using
gender or number.

v' 4 to 5 years old children start speaking
long sentences.

v" Pronunciation development of the child
completes in 4 — 5 years of age.

v The child learns the letters related to
his/her own name very easily.

v"' A hybrid model of Language
Development called the Emergentist
Coalition Model (ECM) that embeds
both the pragmatic and cognitive
perspectives in a development theory of
language acquisition.

v' Language Development in this scenario
occurs as a result of the differential
weighting of three cues, perceptual or
attentional, social and linguistic.

v’ Parents/family members are responsible
for pronunciation development. So
parents should speak clearly and
correctly.

v’ Language development completes up to
the age of 9 to 10 years. The child starts
using, understanding, reading and
writing all types of sentences

Theories of Language Development

Environmental Theory — B. F. Skinner
Environment plays an important role in the
development of child’s language.

Like the environment — like the language.

The child speaks the language by connecting
the language with concrete/real objects or
pictures.

Child speaks the language through the
following passage —
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Imitation — Reinforcement — Exercise

A Hindi family child learns Hindi because of
living in Hindi speaking family due to Hindi
Environment.

Innate Theory of Language
Development — Noam Chomsky
Heredity plays an important role in the
development of child’s language.

The child takes birth with L.A.D. (Language
Acquisition Device). It means every child has
an inborn ability of language learning.

In later years, named that L.A.D. as U.L.G. —
Universal Language Grammar.

It means every child has the inborn ability of
universal language grammar.

A Hindi family child learns English because of
living in English family due to the existence of
English grammar (U.L.G.) in the child. E.g.
we can’t take pictures with the phone without
having the camera.

According to Noam Chomsky a child uses
Two Laws during learning language.

1. Law of Surface Structure — the child
learns verbal expression —
speaking/writing/reading through this law.

2. Law of Deep structure — the child
understands the meaning of sentences through
this law.

Note —

Two Surface structures may have one deep
structure. Eg. Ram reads a book. A book is
read by Ram.

One surface structure may have two deep
structures. Eg. The lamb is ready to eat.

The problem of language learning

Entering into the deep structure of a surface
structure is a language learning problem.

For example: Understanding while reading.

The Relation between Language and
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Thought
According to Jean Piaget child’s language

and thought is by birth. Language not only
follows the thought but also develop the
thought. It means language and thought both
are affected by each other.

Lev Vygotsky — Lev Vygotsky did a
remarkable  research  about  Language
Development. To know more about Lev
Vygostky’s contribution, please refer to
‘Theory of Socio-Cultural Development by
Lev Vygotsky’ chapter of this book.

forem we W # T

WM A & SR g=1 & 9 AR R S

el
ol

TH BN ol W R el @ o STERe

%4
3
|
4
.
:
bl
i




