Various Commissions and Policies of Eduqation in India
qRd § e & AR e qun it

For the development of the structure of Contemporary Education system
in India or any other culture, its historical changes are mainly
responsible.

Although, Indian Education System is the result of the Commissions and
Policies formed after independence. But some impacts of British rule are
still present. For a complete and deep understanding of this system, one
should start from the very beginning.

Before Independence
As we all know, in ancient India the formal education was provided in

the ‘Gurukuls’. After that, when foreign invaders came to our country,
the level of education became very low and it limits to meet the
requirements of daily life.

During British rule in India some important commissions reports and acts
were:

1. Adam’s Report — First (1835), Second (1836) and Third (1838) — He
made a keen survey of the education system of particularly Bengal and
Bihar and submitted his report to the then Governor General Lord
William Bentinck.

2. Macaulay’s Minutes

On 2™ February 1835, Macaulay presented his influential minutes. He
declared Indian languages as loutish and undeveloped and advocated for
making English as the only medium of education in India. It was called
‘Filtration Theory of Macaulay’.

3. Wood’s Dispatch (1854)

Sir Charles Wood was the Chairman of British East India Company’s
‘Board of Control’. It was also known as the cornerstone of the Indian
Education System. It laid emphasis on the same education for the whole
country and also on Moral Education.

In 1857 Universities were founded in Calcutta, Madras (Chennai)
and Bombay.

4. Lord Stanley’s Dispatch (1859) — It gave suggestions for Teacher
Education.

5. Indian Education Commission or Hunter Commission (1882)
Its objective was to give suggestions and to improve the primary
education system.

6. Lord Curzon’s Proposal
It laid emphasis for the improvement in Primary Education with the help
of regional and local institutions.

7. Basic Education Scheme (1937-38)

It is propounded by Mahatma Gandhi. He laid emphasis on Free
Education for 7-14 years children, Use of Mother-Tongue,
Handicrafts or any other productive work and earning while
learning. For its curriculum, Dr Zakir Hussain Committee was
organized.

8. Sergeant Plan (1944)

It laid emphasis on Nursery Schools, Free Education, Sculpture,
Mother-Tongue as the mode of education, 3 years degree course in
University Education, recommended University Grants Commission
(U.G.C.), Adult Education, Teacher Education etc.

After Independence

1. Secondary Education Commission or Mudaliar Commission (1952-
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On the recommendations of the Tara Chand Committee (1948) and
Central Advisory Board of Education, the Secondary Education
Commission was appointed by the Government of India on September
23, 1952, under the Chairmanship of Dr A. Lakshman Swami Mudaliar,
the then Vice-Chancellor of Madras University.

The Commission submitted its report in June 1953. The Major
recommendations were:

1. Three Language Formula (i.e. Mother Tongue or regional language,
National Language and International Language)

2. Diversified Courses

3. Emphasis on Educational & Vocational Guidance

4. Common Pattern for School and College education will be 8+3+3 i.e.
8 years of middle School then 3 years of higher secondary and further 3
years of the degree.

I1. Indian Education Commission or Kothari Commission (1964-66)
The Kothari Commission Report on Education was entitled as
‘Education and National Development’. This Commission was
appointed in 1964 by the Government of India under the headship of Dr
D. S. Kothari to advise the Government on the national pattern of
education and on the general principles and policies for the development
of education. The commission submitted its report on June 29, 1966. The
main recommendations of the commission were:

1. Stress on Science Education.

2. Common School system and Uniform pattern of 10+2+3

3. Improvement in Curriculum and Methods of Teaching, Evaluation and
Vocationalisation of Education

4. Guidance and Counselling

I11. National Policy on Education (N.P.E.) 1986

National Policy on Edcucation was introduced in 1968, 1986 and 1992.
We will discuss in detail about N.P.E. 1986. It is popularly known as
New Education Policy. It is also called Everybody’s Policy because it
is developed by the participation of people. It is regarded as the Magna
Card for the Future of National Education System. It contains 157
articles conceived in the context of Human Resource
Development keeping in view the needs of 21% Century.

In May 1985, the Govt. of India published “CHALLENGE OF
EDUCATION?” — a policy perspective. Later in August 1986, its
Programme of Action was approved. Some Commendable facts
of NPE are:

1. Concept of National System - Education For All (Education
for Women, Schedule Castes, Schedule Tribes, Backward
Sections, Minorities, Handicapped, Adults etc.).

2. All-round development

3. Common Structure 10+2+3 (Contemporary system ic. 10+2 & 3
years degree)

4. National Curricular Framework N.C.F. — A common core along with
other components that are flexible. We will discuss deeply N.C.F. in the
different chapter of this book.

5. International Understanding, Promotion of National Pride.

6. Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE)

7. Child—Centred Approach — A child centred and the Activity-based
process of learning should be adopted at the primary stage.

8. Operation Black-Board 1987 was introduced to make these proposals
practical. Its responsibility was to provide all the minimum essential
and expected facilities to each and every school in the country.

IV. NATIONAL LITERACY MISSION
It was introduced in 1988 mainly for adult education i.e. the age group
from 15 to 35.

V. Ramamurti Review Committee 1990
The Committee was appointed to review on National Policy on

) 23 REer, 1952 & et R o @ e S w0 HEbis 5w
e R & ST T JEIRER ST S T S S

oA T ot RAE S 1953 F 50 w0 3w g s e E
1. B-orfig g (G-I A1 T A, T A ARG )

2. fafqy o
3. AR IR AEES ARG T AR

4. Fe qon T e & o a e 8+3+3 (8 ad wref e sww
& 3 a¥ 3= Wt qguaa 3 ad el

2. AR R SR @ B e (1964-66)

Fer FHIF H RAE B s a1 Rreer R e R’ 7@ emEw 1964 %
ARG TR &N & SO, e & ga § R & oy @ew o R @
T & foe wem fsit ofR il R WaR @ w4 & fo g R
T A ST T o RAE 29 7 1966 i wega @ T S ger Rt
of -

1. s fren ) &«

2. qErE e Tomel qar 104+2+3 i e TS

3. regEEt, e TEiid, T au S § gaR
4. Arteee qEr wWEs

3. wE fRew #1986

T e A et @ 1968, 1986 d@r 1992 & o ¥ wg T | A
TS R iRy 1986 3 a) F B & S g5 € e ARy S am & o
B B T & Bl A AT N e S B A @ o At B ER R
o mr 1 3@ e @ Ren & R TelmR o @ Ao 3 ose 214
T TEA B AN F T §C AN G e & ged § 157 @
2

7% 1985 # 9@ @R 7 “CHALLENGE OF EDUCATION” —
a policy perspective yaRa f&am a1 § ovma 1986 & swat @ A
B ALl T & ) WAL F 58 e e -

1. i gomelt @ sEeren - @ # R R (ARaed, oraRa S,

2. gt fer
3. frem womelt 10+2+3 ( Tt e some),

4. vig gt @ wavEr N.C.F.- o= gest & 19 o qm o) aea
eERd| &9 g6 ge@ & N.C.F. semm & 598 IR = & == &3

5. OS99, TS ARG H TR

6. TR T SEwe @ fer (ECCE)

7. I PG gREHOT - MURE TR W = B AR B sTasgmel B e ¥
TEHT A ST FE6AT ST ST <A

8. MRy xbud 1987 - & sawl ® F@eis s U SiRym
[FAS TR e T gEen Rrderd 3w @ s w A el Een Ees
IR R gREeT # FE B

4. T A feE

1988 % =& e frw (15 & 35 a¥) & fw g7 =0 & g& fFa m am

5. Tt wi SRR 1990

zq ffy & wia fen Ry 1986 (National Policy on Education
1986) @ wien #7 & fw Fgw B w0 @1 3@ NPERC (National
Policy on Education Review Committee) & 7w & it 1 S 21




Education 1986. It is also known as NPERC (National Policy on
Education Review Committee). It’s title was — Towards an
enlightened Society. Important recommendations of the Committee are:

1. Equity and Social Justice

2. Empowerment of Work

3. Regional Language as the medium of Education.

4. Education for Women’s Equality

5. Public investment in education should exceed 6% of GNP (Gross
National Product).

In 1992 a Revised National Policy on Education was introduced. It is
also known as Programme of Action (POA).

The name of Yashpal Committee Report (1993) is ‘Learning without
Burden’.

VI. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA)

It was started by Sh. Atal Bihari Vajpai in 2000-2001. Its aim was to
make education Universal, Accessible and Useful. It is a time-bound
programme which arranges free and compulsory education to all
children between age group 6-14 years. It engages local bodies. Under
the supervision of Center, State and Local level government the feeling
of co-operation should be established.

It also includes Education For All (Education for Women and Schedule
Castes, Schedule Tribes, Backward Sections, Minorities, Handicapped,
Adults etc.).

It laid emphasis on RTE (Right to Education).

Under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya
(KGBYV) established in Minority-based and educationally backward
sections of the county. In these schools, girls from SC, ST, minorities,
OBC, BPL, families of Sex-workers sections get free education and
related facilities like Books, study materials, hostel facility, things of
daily use, Rs. 100/- per month (in their bank account) etc. are provided to
them.

VIIL. BETI BACHAO, BETI PADHAO

It was started in 2015 by Honourable Prime Minister Narender Modi for
the superior education for girls.

VIII. The School Choice Campaign (SCC)

It is a policy initiative to ensure that all children receive a quality
education of their choice. Rooted in the philosophy that each child is
unique, SCC believes that an education system can be called truly
successful when it is flexible enough to cater to each student as an
individual and yet ensure that the quality of education imparted in each
institution is of the highest standard. This facility is for poor children in
order to facilitate RTE 2009.

International Literacy Day is celebrated on 8™ September.
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