
Plotter

A plotter can be used to produce high quality, accurate, A3 size or bigger drawings. They are usually used for

Computer Aided Design (CAD) and Computer Aided Manufacture (CAM) applications, such as printing out

plans for houses or car parts.

 

Plotters can automatically change their pens and so can produce colour output. The lines drawn by a plotter are

continuous and very accurate. Plotters are very slow but produce high quality output. The quality of the output

produced by ink jet printers is now very good and large format (big) ink-jet printers are steadily replacing

plotters for most tasks.

A graphics printer that draws images with ink pens. It actually draws point-to-point lines directly from vector

graphics files. The plotter was the first computer output device that could print graphics as well as accommodate

full-size engineering and architectural drawings. Using different colored pens, it was also able to print in color



long before inkjet printers became an alternative.

Pen plotters are still the most affordable printing device for CAD use and offer resolution unlike any other printer.

The lines are not made up of dots. They are actually drawn, providing infinite resolution. See drum plotter,

flatbed plotter, electrostatic plotter and inkjet printer.

A plotter is a printer that interprets commands from a computer to make line drawings on paper with one or

more automated pens. Unlike a regular printer, the plotter can draw continuous point-to-point lines directly from

vector graphics files or commands. There are a number of different types of plotters: a drum plotter draws on

paper wrapped around a drum which turns to produce one direction of the plot, while the pens move to provide

the other direction; a flatbed plotter draws on paper placed on a flat surface; and an electrostatic plotter draws

on negatively charged paper with positively charged toner.

There are two types of plotter. They differ in the way that the pen can be moved about on the piece of paper to

draw lines:

Flatbed Plotter: The paper is fixed and the pen moves left and right and up and down across the paper to draw

lines.

 



Drum Plotter: The pen moves up and down on the paper and the paper is moved left and right by rotating a

drum on which the paper is placed.


