Indefinite pronouns

Definition:
Indefinite pronouns are pronouns that do not refer to any specific person, thing, or
amount. They are used to refer to general or unspecified quantities, qualities, or ideas.

Examples of indefinite pronouns:
1. "Someone" - e.g., "Someone left their umbrella in the office." m
2. "Something" - e.g., "l found something interesting in the book."
3. "Somebody" - e.g., "Somebody called for you while you were

out.
4. "Anyone" - e.g., "Is there anyone who can help me with this

@ &)
task?" <Y e
5. "Anything" - e.g., "l don't have anything to wear to the party." \
6. "Anybody" - e.g., "Anybody can participate in the quiz contest."
Types of indefinite pronouns:

1. Singular indefinite pronouns: These pronouns refer to one person or thing.
Examples include "someone," "something, ""nobody,"
"nothing," etc.

anyone," "anything,

2. Plural indefinite pronouns: These pronouns refer to more than one person or thing.
Examples include "some," "many," "few," "several," "others," etc.

3. Indefinite pronouns that can be both singular or plural: These pronouns can refer
to either one or more than one person or thing, depending on the context.
Examples include "all," "both," "each," "either," "neither," "any," "none," etc.

Functions of indefinite pronouns:

1. Subject of a sentence: e.g., "Everyone is invited to the party."
Object of a verb or preposition: e.g., "l saw something interesting in the park."
Adjective: e.g., "Whose book is this?" - "It could be anyone's book."
Noun substitute: e.g., "Somebody called for you." - "Somebody" is a substitute for a
noun.



2. Agreement with verbs and pronouns:
Most indefinite pronouns take singular verbs and pronouns. Examples: "Someone is
coming to the meeting." - "Everybody has their own opinion."
Some indefinite pronouns take plural verbs and pronouns. Examples: "Several of the
students are absent." - "Few have completed their assignments."

3. Common pitfalls with indefinite pronouns: Incorrect agreement with verbs and
pronouns. Example: "None of the guests were able to come." - "None" should be
followed by a singular verb "was" instead of "were."

4. Ambiguity in meaning. Example: "Each of the students should bring their book." -
The use of "their" with a singular noun "each" creates ambiguity. It's better to
rephrase as "Each student should bring his or her book" or use a gender-neutral
pronoun like "their" or "them" to avoid gender bias.

Additional notes:

Be careful with double negatives. Indefinite pronouns like "anybody," "nobody," and
"nothing" are already negative, so using "not" with them can create confusion. Example:
"I don't want nothing" is incorrect. Instead, say "I don't want anything."

Some indefinite pronouns have possessive forms, such as "someone's," "anyone's,"
"everyone's," etc., to show possession or ownership.

Indefinite pronouns can sometimes be used in questions to ask for information about an
unspecified person, thing, or amount. Example: "What is something you enjoy doing in

your free time?"

Indefinite pronouns can also be used in negative statements to express absence or lack



