
Prepositions	with	speciϐic	verbs	
 

DefiniƟon:  
PreposiƟons with specific verbs are preposiƟons that are commonly used in combinaƟon 

with certain verbs to convey a specific meaning or to indicate a parƟcular relaƟonship 

between elements in a sentence. These verb-preposiƟon combinaƟons are oŌen 

idiomaƟc and may have unique meanings or usage. 

 

Examples of preposiƟons with specific verbs: 
1. Look at: Used to indicate direcƟng one's gaze or aƩenƟon towards 

something. Example: "She looked at the painƟng."   

 

2. Listen to: Used to indicate paying aƩenƟon to sounds or music. 

Example: "He listened to the music." 

 

3. Depend on: Used to indicate reliance or dependence on something 

or someone.   Example: "The outcome depends on the weather." 

 

4. Believe in: Used to indicate faith or trust in something or someone. 

Example: "She believes in the power of educaƟon." 

 

5. Dream of: Used to indicate imagining or wishing for something. 

Example: "He dreams of traveling the world."                                         

 

6. Think of: Used to indicate considering or remembering something. 

Example: "I'm thinking of buying a new car." 

 

7. Wait for: Used to indicate staying in anƟcipaƟon of something or 

someone. Example: "She is waiƟng for the bus."  

                                                                                                 

8. Care for: Used to indicate looking aŌer or taking care of something or 

someone. Example: "He cares for his aging parents." 

 

 



Usage Ɵps for preposiƟons with specific verbs: 
1. Learn common verb‐preposiƟon combinaƟons: It's important to learn and 

memorize common verb-preposiƟon combinaƟons as they are oŌen used 

idiomaƟcally and may not follow strict grammaƟcal rules. 

 

2. Consider the meaning conveyed: The preposiƟon used with a specific verb can 

significantly affect the meaning of the verb and the overall meaning of the sentence. 

Pay aƩenƟon to the nuances and meanings conveyed by different preposiƟons in 

combinaƟon with specific verbs. 

 

3. Pay aƩenƟon to collocaƟons: Certain verbs are commonly used with specific 

preposiƟons, and using the correct preposiƟon is crucial for natural and accurate 

communicaƟon. For example, "listen to," "wait for," "care for," etc. 

 

4. Review and pracƟce: Regularly review and pracƟce using preposiƟons with specific 

verbs in sentences to reinforce your understanding and usage of these combinaƟons 

in context. 

 


