
Correlative	conjunctions	
 

DefiniƟon:  
CorrelaƟve conjuncƟons are pairs of conjuncƟons that work together to connect words, 

phrases, or clauses in a sentence. They are used to join elements that have equal 

grammaƟcal rank and show a relaƟonship of balance or contrast between the connected 

elements. 

 

Examples of correlaƟve conjuncƟons: 
1. Both...and: Used to indicate that two or more things are true or 

applicable. Example: "Both Sarah and John went to the party." 

 

2. Either...or: Used to indicate a choice between two opƟons. 

Example: "You can either study or go out with friends." 

 

3. Neither...nor: Used to indicate that neither of two opƟons is true or 

applicable. Example: "Neither the teacher nor the students were happy 

with the test results." 

 

4. Not only...but also: Used to emphasize that two or more things are true 

or applicable. Example: "Not only did she finish her project, but also 

she presented it to the class." 

 

FuncƟons of correlaƟve conjuncƟons: 
1. ConnecƟng words or phrases: CorrelaƟve conjuncƟons connect two or more words 

or phrases of the same grammaƟcal rank, such as two nouns, two adjecƟves, or two 

adverbs. Example: "Both Jack and Jill went up the hill." 

 

2. ConnecƟng clauses: CorrelaƟve conjuncƟons connect two or more clauses of the 

same grammaƟcal rank, such as two independent clauses or two dependent clauses. 

Example: "Either you come with me, or you stay here." 

 

3. Expressing relaƟonships: CorrelaƟve conjuncƟons show a relaƟonship of balance or 

contrast between the connected elements, such as agreement, choice, or negaƟon. 



 

Tips for using correlaƟve conjuncƟons: 
1. Use correlaƟve conjuncƟons in pairs: CorrelaƟve conjuncƟons are used in pairs, 

and both parts of the pair must be used together. 

 

2. Use appropriate correlaƟve conjuncƟons based on the intended relaƟonship: 

Choose the correlaƟve conjuncƟon pair that best expresses the intended 

relaƟonship between the connected elements. 

 

3. Punctuate correctly: When correlaƟve conjuncƟons connect two independent 

clauses, use a comma before the second part of the pair. Example: "Not only did 

she finish her project, but also she presented it to the class." 

 

4. Keep sentences balanced: When using correlaƟve conjuncƟons to join elements in 

a sentence, aim for balance and clarity, making sure the connected elements are 

similar in grammaƟcal structure and meaning. 

 


